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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 
. - 4 . 

The Lawrence Light Guard Armory, b u i l t betweenl900 and 1902 on a l o t sloping down 
to the Mystic River, i s an imposing "T" shaped eclectic structure facing northeast 
on High Street, west of Medford Square. The property also includes two mid-20th c, 
one story brick sheds west of the main structure. 

Topped by a hip roof, the Armory i s a large rectangular 3-story structure with a 
2-story ridge roof e l l . The masonry and steel structure i s faced with beige brick 
and i s extensively trimmed with rock-faced granite ashlar. The thick f i r s t story 
brick bearing walls slant outward to the granite foundation to accomodate the weight 
of the upper stories. A recessed center entrance with an elaborately hinged wooden 
double door i s situated i n a low arch of granite voussoirs with a prominent keystone. 
The entrance i s flanked by the coursed granite bases of two bowed and crenellated 
bays. Planking each side 6f the entranceway, and embellished with voussoirs and 
keystones, are three windows, one of which i s cent r a l l y located i n each of the bowed 
bays. Massive granite quoins, alternationg i n height and length, r i s e to the cornice. 
A granite b e l t course surrounds the building between the f i r s t and second stories. 
I d e n t i c a l l y symmetrical window placement occurs at each f l o o r , although t a l l e r windows 
are present on the f i r s t story. I n addition, two windows are contained within each 
circ u l a r bay at the second and t h i r d stories and there are small windows between the 
granite corbels on the eastern side of the building. On the side elevations there 
are three windows on each f l o o r except the t h i r d . Coursed granite masonry surrounds 
the facade windows between the bays and culminates at the cornice i n a carved rectangu­
lar stone plaque of an eagle.' The granite cornice i s supportedT by massive granite 
corbels and the hip roof i s faced with copper sheets. The three b r i c k chimneys with 
granite t r i i n are' i r r e g u l a r l y placed. ~ " ' ' 

The 2-story ridge•roof e l l projects from the center rear of the main structure. The 
e l l ' s d i s t i n c t i v e a r c h i t e c t u r a l features include a thick rock-faced granite b e l t 
course between the second and t h i r d f l o o r , a series of large semi-circular drillroom 
windows on the second f l o o r , and engaged square masonry t u r r e t s at each corner of 
the rear elevation. The'ell i s topped by a red t i l e roof; massive wooden double •; 
doors (similar to the main entrance) are located on the east and south elevations. , 

The Armory's i n t e r i o r retains i t s o r i g i n a l functional space arrangement, architectural 
woodwork and f i t t i n g s . The basement contains a bo i l e r room, r i f l e range, gymnasium 
and kitchen ( with o r i g i n a l i r o n stove and soapstone si n k ) . The building has an 
hydraulically powered elevator and a dumb waiter. The second f l o o r of the Armory 
includes a l i b r a r y and a nuitdoer of o f f i c e s , a l l of which have carved oak panelling 
of fine q u a l i t y . There i s also a balcony on the second f l o o r overlooking the d r i l l 
f l o o r which opens o f f the marble p i l l a r e d main lobby. A luxurious white and gold 
ballroom occupies most of the Armory's t h i r d f l o o r . A balcony overlooks the 2-story ̂ ^{y' 
ballroom from the smaller fourth f l o o r . Not used for many years, the t h i r d and fourth 'f 
floors are i n a state of disrepair. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Lawrence Light Guard Armory i s s i g n i f i c a n t because of i t s relationship 
to Samuel Crocker Lawrence, Medford's first mayor (1893-1894) and an important 
citizen, and because it was designed by the prominent Boston firm of Shepley,Rutan 
and Coolidge, successors to H.H.Richardson from 1886 to 1915. .^ ..^ 

B u i l t i n 1900, the Armory's massive proportions and rock-faced granite d e t a i l i n g 
r e c a l l Richardson's Romanesque architecture, but the symmetry and generous fenestration 
are less Richardsonian. While Shepley, Rutan and Coolidge also designed the North 
and South Gate Houses to Spot Pond i n Medford, t h e i r major local commission and only 
known m i l i t a r y architecture i s the Lawrence Light Guard Armory. .< ,̂  

Gen.Samuel Crocker Lawrence financed the Ajnnory's construction for $226,395. 
Lawrence managed Medford's world renowned rum d i s t i l l e r y between 1867 and 1905 with 
his father, Daniel Lawrence. Always interested i n m i l i t a r y a f f a i r s , Samuel joined 
the Massachusetts State M i l i t i a while a student at Harvard and by 1860 had become 
Colonel of the F i f t h Regiment which distinguished i t s e l f i n the C i v i l War at the F i r s t 
Battle of B u l l Run. From 1893 to 1908 Lawrence was a director of the Boston and Maine 
Railroad. He was active i n loc a l c i v i c a f f a i r s as trustee of the Medford Public 
Library and Commissioner of Sinking Funds. 

The Winchester Light Guard was renamed i n memory of Daniel Lawrence when the company 
moved to Medford i n 1855. The Lawrence Light Guard served as Color Company at the 
Battle of B u l l Run on July 21,1861 and was the only m i l i t i a company i n Massachusetts 
to volunteer i n the C i v i l War. I t s service included picket duty on the shoires of 
the Potomac, provost guard i n Washington D.C, and p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n the Battle of the 
Wilderness and the Southern Surrender at Appomattox. The Guard also served i n the 
Spanish American War and i n 1916, joined the American Border Service. Infantry 
divisions of the Guard distinguished themselves i n both WWI and WWII. 
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