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.- 4 .
The Lawrence Light Cuard Arnory, built betweenl 900 and 1902 on a | ot sloping down
to theMystic River, i san inposing "T' shaped eclectic structure facing northeast

on High Street, west of Medford Square. The property also includes twomd-20th c,
one story brick sheds west of themain structure.

Topped by a hip roof, theArnmory i sa large rectangular 3-story structure with a
2-story ridge roof ell. The masonry and steel structure i sfaced with beige brick

and i sextensively trimmed with rock-faced granite ashlar. The thick first story
brick bearing walls slant outward t othegranite foundation t o acconodate t he weight
of theupper stories. A recessed center entrance with an elaborately hinged wooden
doubl e door i ssituated i na | owarch of granite voussoirs with a prom nent keystone.
The entrance i sflanked by t hecoursed granite bases of two bowed and crenellated
bays. Planking each side 6f t heentranceway, and embellished with voussoirs and
keystones, arethree w ndows, one of which i scentrally located i neach of t he bowed
bays. Massive granite quoins, alternationg i nheight and length, rise tothe cornice.
A granite belt course surrounds thebuilding between thefirst and second stories.

I dentically symmetrical wi ndow placement occurs at each floor, although taller w ndows
are present onthefirst story. I naddition, two w ndows arecontained within each
circular bay at t hesecond and third stories and there are small w ndows betweent he
granite corbels on theeastern side of thebuilding. Q1 theside elevations there
are three windows on each floor except thethird. Coursed granite nasonry surrounds
the facade wi ndows between t hebays and cul m nates at thecornice i na carved rectangu-
lar stone plaque of an eagle.' The granite cornice i ssupportedT by massive granite
corbels and t hehip roof i sfaced with copper sheets. The three brick chimeys with
granite triin are' irregularlyplaced. o

The 2-story ridgeeroof el |l projects fromthecenter rear of themain structure. The
ell"s distinctivearchitectural features include a thick rock-faced granite belt

course between t hesecond and third floor, a series of large sem-circular drillroom

wi ndows on t he second floor, and engaged square masonry turrets at each corner of

the rear elevation. The'ell i stopped by aredtile roof; massive wooden double ¢
doors (simlar tothenmain entrance) arelocated on t heeast and south elevations. ,

The Arnory's interior retains itsoriginal functional space arrangement, architectural
woodwork and fittings. The basenent contains a boiler room rifle range, gymasium

and kitchen ( with original iron stove and soapstone sink). The building has an
hydraulically powered elevator and a dunb waiter. The second floor of theArnmory

includes a library and a nuitdoer of offices, al |l of which have carved oak panelling

of fine quality. There i salso a balcony on t hesecond floor overlooking thedrill

floor which opens off themarble pillared main lobby. A luxurious white and gold
bal I room occupi es nost of theArnmory's third floor. A bal cony overlooks t he 2-story " {y
bal lroom fromthesmaller fourth floor. Not used for nmany years, thethird and fourth'f
floors arei na state of disrepair.
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The Lawrence Light Guard Arnmory i ssignificant because of its relationship

to Samuel Crocker Lawrence, Medford' sfirst nayor (1893-1894) andan inportant
citizen, and becauseit was designed by t he promi nent Boston firmof Shepl ey, Rutan
and Cool i dge, successors to H H Richardson from1886to 1915. RANA

Built i n1900, theArnory's massive proportions androck-faced granite detailing

recall Richardson's Romanesque architecture, but t hesymetry andgenerous fenestration
are less Richardsonian. While Shepley, Rutan and Coolidge al so designed the North

and South Gate Houses t o Spot Pond i n Medford, their major local conmm ssion andonly
known military architecture i sthelawence Light Guard Arnory. < N
Gen. Sanuel Crocker Lawrence financed t heAnnory's construction for $226, 395.

Law ence managed Medford's worldrenowned rumdistillery between 1867 and 1905 with

his father, Daniel Lawence. Always interested i nmilitary affairs, Sanuel joined
the Massachusetts State Militia while a student at Harvard and by 1860 had becone

Col onel of theFifth Reginment which distinguished itself i ntheCivil Vr at the First
Battle of Bull Run. From 1893 t 01908 Lawrence was a director of t heBoston and Mi ne
Railroad. He was active i nlocal civic affairs as trustee of t heMedford Public

Li brary and Conmi ssioner of Sinking Funds.

The W nchester Light Guard was renaned i nmenory of Daniel Lawence when t he conpany
noved t o Medford i n1855. The Lawence Light Quard served as Color Conpany at the
Battle of Bull Run on July 21,1861 andwas theonly mlitia conpany i n Massachusetts
to volunteer i ntheCivil War. Its service included picket duty ont he shoires of

the Potomac, provost guard i nWashington D.C, andparticipation i ntheBattle of the
W | derness andt he Southern Surrender at Appomattox. The Guard also served i n the
Spani sh American Vér andi n 1916, joined t heAmerican Border Service. Infantry
divisions of theGuard distinguished thenselvesi nboth WV and WVI.
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