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1. Name

higoric ""~eavitt-Hovey House 4"¥of orrod)—
ada comon Greenfield Public Library
2. Location

street & number 402 Main St3?0ef NA ot for publication
cdtytown Greenfield ~AIA - yicinity of
state | viassachiasetts code county Franklin code Oil
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public A occupied agriculture museum
X building(s) private unoccupied commercial park
structure both Mlork in progress X educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object N/A in process - yes: restricted government scientific
being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:

4. Owner off Property

rare Trustees of the Greenfield Public Library

street & number 402 IViain Street

aty,tomn  Greenfield N/A vicinity of dae Massachusetts
5. Location off Legal Description

courthouse, registry ofdeeds, etcF *~1in County Registry of Deeds

425 Main Street

street & numk}er

city, town Greenfield state M assachusetts

6, Representation in Existing Surveys

Inventory of theHistoric Assets _ _ .
of t he Cnmonwpalth #S9 HRS has this property been determined eligible? yes no

date 1979 federal X  state county local

depository for survey records Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion

Gity, town Boston state  Massachusetts



7« Description Leavitt-Hovey House, Greenfield, MA

Condition Check one Check one i
—X excellent deteriorated _X_ unaltered _X__original site

good ., ruins altered moved date NN

fair e HI* unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Leavitt-Hovey Hatise* now the Greenfield Public Library (Asher Benjamin 1797 et seq),
occupies a rectangular |ot on the north side of Man Street in downtown Greenfield.
Sun'ounding buildings are typically corrmercial and institutional structiires of three and
four stories set close to the street. While the area's terrain is generally level, the
Leavitt-Hovey House sits on a small knoll (highest elevation near Main Street), set back
approximately 50 feet from Main Street. Current landscaping consists mainly of large
trees, a well-maintained lawn and plantings as well as portions of the original red
sandstone retaining wall viiiich ronain to either side of the north addition. Originally,
the property boasted an elaborate foimal garden also designed by Asher Benjamin (signed
drawirgs in SNEA collection). The man portion of the Leavitt-Hovey House, attributed to
Asher Benjamin, and closely resseribing Plate 32 in The Coimtry Builderfe Assistant, Boston
1798, (see attached copy),' exhibits an elaborate five-part plan consisting of a two-story
central hip roofed block with dovible interior '‘chimneys (1797) and lateral one-story

gable roofed pavilionwings linked by arcaded hyphens (1817). The design of the hyphens
IS repeated in a 1908 addition to the eastern pavilion. To the rear (north)

of the building are four additions (1940 and 1955) which are nonccxitributing elements,
althoi:*h they are relatively retirirg and unobtriasive and do not impinge on the architect-
ural character of the primary elevation. Also noncontributing is the portion of a modern
fire station which extends into the rear of the |ot.

Of wood frame construction sheathed in clapboards (duplicate replacement of original), the
original portions (1797 and 1817) “rest®on a high foiondatipn of red sandstone (cut above
grade; rubble below grade) containing a full basement. Roof material is currently

asphalt shingles except for the entry porch jropfs which are covered in standirg ssam sheet
metal.

The Leavittj-Ifovey Haase is most notable for the classical symmetry of its high style ;
Federal period design expressed in its plan and applied decoration. ,The central block

(2 stories) is five-bays (facade) by four bays trimmed on all elevations with plain corner-
boards and water table and carries a moulded string course between the first and second
stories. The roof line features a pulvinated frieze and over hanging cornice with

mutules. Fenestration treatment is typically 6/6 double hiing sash set in moulded
siirrounds framed with louvo-edshutters. On the primary facade, the side lighted center
entry is raised on a brick porch and set lander a doric portico with paired columns and
pilasters supporting a full pediment.

The cubic proportions of the center block are relieved by the vari®ated roof line and
delicate embdishment of the flanking hyphens and pavilions The gable roofed, flank to
street, hyphens are three bays wide; each contains a round head window with tracery

separated by simple pilasters with fluted capitals. Presenting gable end to street, the

end pavillions are dcrainated by a raised entry porch with doric piers and modillioned cornice
at the low hipped roof surmounted by a lai“e elliptical window with lead fanlight tracery.
Above, the gable field of the pediment contains a small ocular window while cornice

treatment consists of a shallow modillioned overhang.
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The interior plan of the Leavitt-Hovey House originally followed a center hall config-
uration, however, during the 1908 remodelling for library iise it was ccmpletely altered.
Decorative details of this remodelling tend to reflect the Neo-Classical |™Macy of the
building's design, as do echoes of the original floor plan.

As noted above, additions were erected at the rear of the building in 1940 and 1950

to meat institutional needs (please refer to sketch map). The 1940 additions are: a
small entrance vestibule behind the west pavilion, abrick Colonial Revival garage behind
the east 1908 addition and a large brick library stack extension to the rear of the
central 1797 block. Designed by local architect James Britton (see Ezra Wood-Levi Warner
House, Westminister, MA NR 1983), the latter extension features tall, narrow windows
spaced to reflect the interior stack arrangenent. In 1955 the garage was renodelled and
connected both to the central block and the 1940 Britton addition by further newv con-
struction. Al additions are painted to match the original portion and represent fairly
successful efforts in historically haimonious mDdan design.



8' Slgn|ff|Cance T.pavi tt-Hnvpv House. Greenfield. MA

Period Areas ef Significance—Check andjustify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning X landscape architecture. religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation NMaw science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 X architecture X education military social/

_ X 1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater
1900- communications industry politics/government . transportation

invention . other (specify)

Specific dates 1797;1bl7; & 1908 Builder/Architect Asher Benjamin

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Leavitt-Hovey liouse retains int”rity of location, exterior design, settir™, materials,
worknanship, and association. As a rare and early caimission, both house and gardens
(gone), attributed to the notable Newv England architect and building guide author,

Asher Benjamin, the house attains national significance. It stands as an outstanding
example of the Neo-Classical architectural style popularized by Benjamin, vjho resided in
Greenfield in his early career. In addition, the hoiase possesses |ocal historical
significance for its association with two praninent families, the Leavitts, and the Hoveys,
representing the commercia and political prosperity of the Toan Center which peaked
durii® the Federal Period and continued throughout the 19th century. Converted fran
residential to public library lise in 1908, the building renains a pivotal architectural
landmark and educational institutionin the canmunity. Thus, the Leavitt-Hovey House
meets criteria A, B and Cof the National Register of Historic Places.

The town of Greenfield, originally included as part of Deerfield (1673), incorporated
in 1675, and was settled following King Philip's Wa (1675-1676) by Colonists from the
parent coimunity. Agricultiire ronained the mainstay of the tcwn's econony during the
18th century, however, after the Revolution Greenfield energed as an important r*ional
camiercial center due to its location at the jionction between Northanptcn and Veimont,
the Berkshires and Boston. The area around Court Square and Main Street, settled since
the 1680§Soon eme”ed as the caimercial and civic focus of the tcw/n, evident in the
number of lawyers, judges, and other officials located here following the establishnent
of Franklin County (1811) and Greenfield as a shireta/m. Consequently, Greenfield saw
its greatest era of prosperity during the Federal period, meriting attanpts to locate
the county seat here.

Mong the lawvmakers to be located here was Jonathan Leavitt who purchased five acres on
Man Street and apparently conmissioned local architect Asher Benjaminto design the most
elegant, up-to-date house and garden environs his skills could provide. Leavitt was an
eminent lawyer as well as serving as state senator and judge (both Franklin and Hampshire
Counties); he was also an incorporator and first president of the First National Bank of
Greenfield. Hiswife, Einelia, was equally well distinguished being the daughter of Ezra
Stiles, an early president of Yae Collie.

Opulently designed, centrally located and owned by one of the town's most praninent and
eitidite citizens, the new Leavitt ifouse embodied the formative developnent of the Toan
center, serving as a social and intellectual gathering spot. Arecent liistoriari ranarks,
"Leavitt was given to throwing sunptuous parties at liife new residence fianked'by well-f
trinmed gardens, and the hovise cameto be known as the Social Villa (Jenkins 1982:55).
Research also indicates that rivalry may have played a factor in the construction of the
house which occurred slightly later than the Coleman-Hollister House on Bank Row nearby
also designed by Benjamin for a lawyer.



9. Major Bibliographical Refferences

Beniamin, Asher; The Country Builder's Assistant; 1797; Greenfield & Boston; Plate t'SZ.
Asher, Benjamin; Plans of the Leavitt House at the Society for the Preservation of Nawv

England Antiquities, Boston, MA. o _
Cunmings, Abbott Lowell. An Investigation of the Sources, Stylistic Evaluation, and

Tnflnpnr-e nf Agdier Benjamin's "Builder's Guide" Ph.D. dissertation at Chio State~

10. Geographical Data
Aagesge o nominated propaty  approximately one

Quadrage nare Greenfield, MA Quadrangle scale 1:25000
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Verbal boundary description and justification

The nonination includes the house, sited on an approximately one care lot which is a
portion of the original five acres-(altered) associgt"d with the property. Please'refer
to Assessor's Map.

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state  jjyy? code county code
state code county code
11« Form Prepared By

namefite Virginia A. Fitch, Preservation Planner (MHC) with Ma”o P. Jones, A.l.A.

organization M assachusetts Historical Conmission date Septanber 1983
dregt & numba 294 Washington Street telephone ("17) 727-8470
dty ortomn  Boston state  Massachusetts

12. States Historic Preservation Offfficer Certiffication

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

» /'\  national state local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the Natibnal Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forthlay the National Park Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

state Historic Preservation Officer
tite Massachijsetts Historical Caimission date

For NPS use only
I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register
Entarea I ntho

Nat i onal Eegi st ey date
r of the National Register

Attest date
Chief of Registration
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The property remained i nthe Leavitt famly imtil 1867 vihen it was sold t o George Hovey,
a weal thy local nerchant and | andowner, who continued the social traditions associated
with the house. Follow ng Hovey' sdeath in 1891, hiswife, in 1907-1908, sold the house
to the town of Greenfieldfor use asapublic library. Theinstitution hadout grown
its original Hgh Victorian Gothic building, nowthe Franklin County ArtsAssociation
(1878, J.R Richards, NReligible); substantial remodelling of the Leavitt-Hovey House
interior provided alarger facility which continues t o house this inportant educational
| ocus t othe present day.

Architecturally, the Leavitt-Hovey House i s highly significant for its attributionto
Asher Benjamn, although no signed drawings or other direct evidence exist. A resident
of Greenfield, Asher Benjamn (6/5/1771-6/25/1845), i s nationally reknowned for his
profound influence onthe saninal devel opnent of American architecture both inhis designs
and histreatises onbuilding formandstyle. Thelatter - "The Country Buil ders’
Assistant," "The American Builders' Conpanion,” "The Rudi nents of Architecture" and

"The Practical Hone Carpenter" - provided nunerous building plans and details which were
wi dely studi ed and which popul arized the English Palladi annovanent inthe United States,
Benjam n was thus centrally instrumental i nthe birth and dissanination of auniquely
American version of Neo-Cl assicism expressed inlighter andfreer detail thanits

Eur opean count er part.

Benjam n spent the early years of his career inVernont, appears t ohave been livingi n
Greenfield in 1797, and by 1803 had establishedanoffice i nBoston. Approximtely five
churches and ten residences i nBoston and the Connecticut River Valley are known t o have
been executed after his designs; a nunber are nolonger extant. As anexcellent exanple
of Benjamn's early work, the Leavitt-Hovey House represents anattanpt t otranslate

an English country mansion t othe American |andscape andbuilding materials (wod). The
extended plan of the Leavitt-Hovey House onits original park-like site incontrastto the
contenporary Col enan-Hol | ister House, a frame, two-story residence with nonunmental |onic
pilasters and hipped roof, locatedin a denser area of downtown Greenfieldindicatethe
variety and sensitivity of Benjamn's design. The only other known use of this typeof
design with central block aid connected out buildings associated with Benjamn is the
Luke Bal dwin House i n Brookfield, M\ (ca. 1797, denolished).

Al'though no signed drawings for the house plan nor other direct evidence are knownt o exist,
most schol ars agree that the design of the Leavitt-Hovey House was the work of Benjamn.
Stylistically and conceptually, it resanbles Plate 32inthe 1798 Boston edition of "The
Country Builders' Assistant” (see attached). Thefirst edition (1797) did not contain

this plate due perhaps toits iinfinished design or t othe technical inability of the Geen-
field press t oreproduce it. Circunstantial evidence also exists inthat Benjamn i s

knot TOt o have spent the early years of his career inthe Connecticut River Valley, when

he designed buildings inboth Vernont and Massachusetts; he appears t ohave been |iving

in Greenfieldin1797. Furthernore, asnoted above, signed drawings for the rear formal
gardens of the Leavitt-Hovey House exist inthe SANEA collections.
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Although nothing appears to remain physically of the gardens, archaeological investiga-
tions in the vicinity of the house which remains undisturbed has a strong potential

to reveal elements of this historic landscape as it was executed. In addition, the
inmediate area should be considered sensitive for the presence of subsurface renains

of artifacts and structural features important to our understanding of affluent
lifeways during the 19th centiory.
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MASSACHUSETTS Working No.  NOV 2 | 1983
Fed. Reg. Date:
Date Due: "'.

Action:
Cl resubmission ISffsarea In RETURN 1
CU nomination by person or local government National Fe.-:y.i' REJECT.
n owner objection Federal Agency:
e appeal
Substantive Review: O sample d| request CU appeal CD NR decision

Reviewer's comments:

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
see continuation sheet

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below
.substantive reasons discussed below
1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * yes * no

7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

excellent I | deteriorated unaltered « original site
CD good CD ruins altered moved date.
CD fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (If known) physical appearance

CD summary paragraph
CD completeness

CD clarity

CD alterations/integrity
| | dates

* boundary selection



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

CD summary paragraph

CD completeness

CD clarity

CD applicable criteria

CD justification of areas checked

CD relating significance to the resource
CD context

CD relationship of integrity to significance
CD justification of exception

CD other "

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

CD Maps
CD Photographs
e Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed. Date

Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet

































OFFICE OF BOARD OF SELECTMEN
TOWN HALL J4ACOURT SQUARE 01301
Tdephone 4137744840

Towmn o GREENFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS
February 10. 1983

Ns. Gandy Jenki ns

Regi stration Director o
Massachusetts Historical Gonmission
294 \Mdishi ngton Street

Boston, M\ 02108

Dear M. Jenkins:

~ Enclosed isour application for Individual Nomnation tothe
National Register of Hstoric Paces for the Leavitt-Hovey Huse.
This house 1's presently the hone of the Geenfield Public Library.

The application, prepared by Mrgo P Jones, A'A discusses the
probability that Asher Banjamn designed the Leavitt-Hovey Huse in
1797.  Its significance as an exanple of his earl){ work, as well as
Its connection with two promnent Geenfield famlies, accentuates
its inportance to local liistory.

~ The Tom of Geenfield isobviouslyfond of this fine public
buil ding and has, over the years, provided consi derabl e i nvest nent
in its naintenance and the preservation of its significant archi-
tectural detail. Wile modifications and additions have been nade,
including the nost recent addition of anelevator to provide
handi capped access, considerabl e care has been taken to mnimze
any adverse inpact. It is, therefore, with particular pleasure
that we submt this application to you.

If you require any additional information or have questi ons,
pl ease do not hesitate to contact Janet Gezork (413-774-2884).

Sincerely,
An L Hmlton
Chai r man
AHJIHD
cc: Board of Selectnen
Mirgo P Jones

Board of Library Trustees
Peter MIler, Geenfield H storic Gonmssion



