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(Check One)
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (H knoarn) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Awes Building, athirteenstory %anlte and brick structure, is
|ocated at the corner of Véshington Mil and Court Streets. [tis 196
feet high fromsidewalk to the roofline. The three story base of huge
granite blocks quarried inMI|ford, Mssachusetts, carries aten st 084_
super-structure which onthe Véshington and Gourt Street facades™ is (hio
sandstone and i s brick onthe intra-block walls. Thefirst e|gzh't floors
of the superstructure are bisected in afive story arcaded section and a
three story rectilinear section each having four bays onthe Court
Street facade and three bays onthe Véshington Mil| “facade. The two
story attic i s capped by a heavy cornice wth an extrene projecting
profile which enphasizeS the flat roof.

The |ower floors conbi ne a basenent |evel of battered wall-bearing

bl ocks piercejfl*y |arge square w ndows. Above was the principl e banking
floor, which we” | it by three nonunental arches onboth facades, and,
f[n.alfk/, asmall continous arcaded story. Anelaborately carved stringcourse
(imtating acornice) with conplete return separates the base fromthe
superstructure. Carved ornanentation is limted to the extrados of the
arcade and intrados of the large arches. The entrance, on Court Street

Is recessed under the central arch and has el aborate stonework.

The superstructure has a strong vertical thrust (a counterpoint to the
horizontality appropriated to Its basenent) created by nassive corner

PI ers, which are penetrated by asingle rectangular wndowat each

| oor, and by the piers of the arcade and are repeated by clustered
colonettes in the upper section. Wthin each bay of the arcade are
doubl e wndows separated by a slender colonette. " In the sparjdrels are
pol ychrone nosai cs.  The w ndow r hyt hm ClUI ckens in the upper section;
each bay has three wndows with colonnette mullions; the rhythmvisually
|s preparatory for the horizontality of the attic. Polychrone nosalj:
bands separate the floors of the upper section. Aprojecting contiipus
stringcourse separates the attic fromthe lower floors. |nmediatel
above the string course i s acontinuous arcade of small w ndows.

el aborate cornice is carried onornate stone corbels between which are
the small top story w ndows.

Inside the building, the walls of the first floor were of narble as was
the nonunental stairway that once stood there. These stairs led up to
the two-story high banking room the nost inportant roomof the buil ding,
now divided into tw working floors. Thenotifs of the Byzantine-

. que carvi nq?heonthe outside of the building are repeated inside
in nosai ¢ work. back stairways are elaborately designed iron forns,
and were once paved and wainscottéd innmarble. Thefour elevators of
the building fornerly were finished in oak andiron of unique pattern.
I\.An%/ of the doors remain, and these are nade of a dark wood, decorated
with delicate nolding around the panels. The door knobs were oval-
shaped with a fancy "A entbossed onthe surface.
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7. Description (cont.)

In 1952 the existing wooden front doors were replaced with new extruded
alumnumdoors. The ground floor has been severely altered; on the
other floors the nost naj or change has been the renoval of the terra
cotta partitions i nsoneof the offices which were replaced with sheet

rock and stud partitions.
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SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Pre-Columbian 1 . 16th Century . 18th Century . 20th Century
15th Century . 17th Century 19th Century

SPECIFIC DATEIS) (ItApplicable and Known) 1389
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Historic Industry losophy

\
I Engineering «  Religion/Phi. +  Other (Specify)
I
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|
|
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\
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Art Architecture I 1 Social/Human-
1 1 Commerce I | Literature itarian
rn  Communications . Military . Theater

I 1 Conservation I | Music ri] Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Aws Building inBoston i sthework of the firmof Shepleyv/Ritan

and Coolidge, the immediate successors of Henry Hbsorj R chardson. .
desi gns of the Awes Buil di n% I ncl ude sone of Rchardson's nore popul ari zed
forns and details such as the Fonanesque arch, the delicate ornanents,

pol ychrony, and the useof rich materials. The boldly cut cornice has
pronounced |talian antecedents, thi”, the design of the building can be
seen as a conpromse between R chai “oni an \"ronanesgue and t he increasingly

favored Italian Renai ssance/ Revival .

The Anas Building was Boston's firjst skyscraper and represents one
solution to the rncreasing denand for office space which was produced by
the heightened busi ness_actlwt}/ of Boston inthe |ast decades of the
1800's.  Inorder tobuild the thirteen stories, Shepley, Ritan and
ool i dP_e nade use of the newest devel opnents inelevator operations by
i nstal |tng aEydraullc pl unger, whose pi stons were extended 126 f eet
down into rock.

The Anes Building isatypical exanple of Awerican elevator architecture.
Because of its inmense height (for 1ts tine) and ornate de5|8(r)1, It was
one of the nost distinguished buildings i nBoston inthe 1890's. It was
described by M)ntgoner%/ Schuyl er as inpressive and dignified and a nost
successful exanpl e of the adaption of nEmameque to an extrene requirenent
of elevator building. The Aws Buildi _n? renai ns an exanpl e of the

R chardsonian style of conmercial architecture and a synmol of Boston's
grow ng econony and active business |ife inthe nineteenth century.

It isinteresting tonote that the Aves Building is adjacent tothe
Gvernnent Center Wban Reneval Project. Inthe devel oper's kit prepared
for the parcel imediately adJt acent. Parcel 9, the design objectives
included specific nention of the Awes Building: "The devel oper shoul d
careful Iy relate his design tothis structure (Ames Building) sincethey
stand in contiguous relationship toeach other." The newbuilding's

architect, Eowardo Catal ono, did, indeed, respect the Aes Building.
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