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D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( H k n o a r n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The Ames Building, a thirteen story granite and brick structure, is 
located at the corner of Washington Mall and Court Streets. I t is 196 
feet high from sidewalk to the roofline. The three story base of huge 
granite blocks quarried in Milford, Massachusetts, carries a ten story 
super-structure which on the Washington and Court Street facadeŝ  is Ohio 
sandstone and is brick on the intra-block walls. The first eigh't floors 
of the superstructure are bisected in a five story arcaded section and a 
three story rectilinear section each having four bays on the Court 
Street facade and three bays on the Washington Mall facade. The two 
story attic is capped by a heavy cornice with an extreme projecting 
profile which emphasizes the flat roof. 

The lower floors combine a basement level of battered wall-bearing 
blocks piercejfl^^y large square windows. Above was the principle banking 
floor, which we^ l i t by three monumental arches on both facades, and, 
finally, a small continous arcaded story. An elaborately carved stringcourse 
(imitating a cornice) with complete return separates the base from the 
superstructure. Carved ornamentation is limited to the extrados of the 
arcade and intrados of the large arches. The entrance, on Court Street 
is recessed under the central arch and has elaborate stonework. 

The superstructure has a strong vertical thrust (a counterpoint to the 
horizontality appropriated to its basement) created by massive corner 
piers, which are penetrated by a single rectangular window at each 
floor, and by the piers of the arcade and are repeated by clustered 
colonettes in the upper section. Within each bay of the arcade are 
double windows separated by a slender colonette. In the sparjdrels are 
polychrome mosaics. The window rhythm quickens in the upper section; 
each bay has three windows with colonnette mullions; the rhythm visually 
is preparatory for the horizontality of the attic. Polychrome mosaij: 
bands separate the floors of the upper section. A projecting contiipus 
stringcourse separates the attic from the lower floors. Immediately 
above the string course is a continuous arcade of small windows. The 
elaborate cornice is carried on ornate stone corbels between which are 
the small top story windows. 

Inside the building, the walls of the first floor were of marble as was 
the monumental stairway that once stood there. These stairs led up to 
the two-story high banking room, the most important room of the building, 
now divided into two working floors. The motifs of the Byzantine-
Romanesque carvings on the outside of the building are repeated inside 
in mosaic work. The back stairways are elaborately designed iron forms, 
and were once paved and wainscotted in marble. The four elevators of 
the building formerly were finished in oak and iron of unique pattern. 
Many of the doors remain, and these are made of a dark wood, decorated 
with delicate molding around the panels. The door knobs were oval-
shaped with a fancy "A" embossed on the surface. 
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Ames Building, Boston, Massachusetts 
7. Description (cont.) 

In 1952 the existing wooden front doors were replaced with new extruded 
aluminum doors. The ground floor has been severely altered; on the 
other floors the most major change has been the removal of the terra 
cotta partitions in some of the offices which were replaced with sheet 
rock and stud partitions. 
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S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The Ames Building in Boston is the work of the firm of Shepleyv/Rlitan 
and Coolidge, the immediate successors of Henry Hobsorj Richardson. The 
designs of the Ames Building include some of Richardson's more popularized 
forms and details such as the Romanesque arch, the delicate ornaments, 
polychromy, and the use of rich materials. The boldly cut cornice has 
pronounced Italian antecedents, thi^, the design of the building can be 
seen as a compromise between Richai^onian \̂ romanesque and the increasingly 
favored Italian Renaissance/Revival. -

The Ames Building was Boston's firjst skyscraper and represents one 
solution to the increasing demand for office space which was produced by 
the heightened business activity of Boston in the last decades of the 
1800's. In order to build the thirteen stories, Shepley, Rutan and 
Coolidge made use of the newest developments in elevator operations by 
installing a hydraulic plunger, whose pistons were extended 126 feet 
down into rock. 

The Ames Building is a typical example of American elevator architecture. 
Because of its immense height (for its time) and ornate design, i t was 
one of the most distinguished buildings in Boston in the 1890's. It was 
described by Montgomery Schuyler as impressive and dignified and a most 
successful example of the adaption of Romanesque to an extreme requirement 
of elevator building. The Ames Building remains an example of the 
Richardsonian style of commercial architecture and a symbol of Boston's 
growing economy and active business life in the nineteenth century. 

I t is interesting to note that the Ames Building is adjacent to the 
Government Center Urban Renewal Project. In the developer's kit prepared 
for the parcel immediately adjacent. Parcel 9, the design objectives 
included specific mention of the Ames Building: "The developer should 
carefully relate his design to this structure (Ames Building) since they 
stand in contiguous relationship to each other." The new building's 
architect, Edwardo Catalono, did, indeed, respect the Ames Building. 
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