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1. Name // "yr..

historic HASSANAMISCO HOUSE

and/or common GRAFTON INN (preferred)

2. Location

street & number 25 Central Square not for publication
city, town Grafton vicinity of congressional district 3rd
state Massachusetts code 025 county Worcester code 027
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public X occupied agriculture museum
X building(s) X private unoccupied X commercial park
structure both work In progress educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object in process X yes: restricted government scientific
being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:

4. Owner of Property

name Mr. Paul Roy

street & number Eight Sibley Street
city, town Grafton vicinity of dae Massachusetts 01519
5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Worcester Court House
street & number 2 Main Street
city, town Worcester state |"Ssachusetts

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

" Iventory of theHistoric Assets of
title t he Conmonweal t h

date 1979 federal state county X local

has this property been determined elegible? yes no

depository forsurvey records f-fessachusetts Historical Commission

294 Washington Street, Boston state M@ssachusetts 02108

city, town



7. Description

Condition Check one Check one
excel | ent deteriorated unal tered — original site
21 good ruins altered noved date
fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Grafton Inn (Hassamnisco House) i s a rectangular three storey, free standing
structure, which dom nates the eastem side of the Grafton Gonmon and i s conprised
of two parts. The westemsection, facing on the coomon and erected 1805/6 i s a
Federal structure of considerable design distinction. An ell, equal insizeto the
original structure conpletely obliterates the eastem elevation.

The major 5 bay facade faces west and, rising above a low granite foundation,is
presently augmented by a two storey Italianate style porch, which was added sone-
time after the fire which in 1863 destroyed the Vrren Bl ock and Town Hal | and the
Baptist Church to the north. At the first storey the proch extends across the full
five bays of the facade, while at the second storey it occupies only the center three.
At both levels it is supported by chanfered posts with elaborately carved brackets.

The symmetrical and high style westem facade is articulated by a projecting central
bay, the pedi ment of which rises above the eaves. This pedinment breaks forward from
a typically Federal, low hipped roof (now surfaced i nasphalt shingle), which rises
fromall fours sides to a central nonitor. Orginally, a parapet, conprised of tumed
ballusters simlar to those (now also m ssing) which once decorated the central, doned
bel vedere, originally ornanmented the joint of the monitor.

The westem facade i s surfaced i nclapboard, while the north and south elevations,
incorporating four symmetrically | ocated, chinmmeys, are executed i nbrick. The
eaves of the inn are decorated with mutules, a rope nolding and dentiles and are thus
identical to those found on nmany contenporaneous works by Charles Bulfinch, such as
the Third Harrison Gay Otis House at 45 Beacon Street i nBoston, of the sane date.

The central pedinent i s piercedby a lunette windowwith a swelling sill and radial
glazing. El sewhere the fenestration i s grouped i nranges of decreasing height from
sill to eaves. The spacing of these windows and their conparatively heavy and sinple

surrounds |ack the elegance of execution which Bulfinch himself had begun to devel op
by this date. Likewi se the grouping and linking of the vertical articulation of the
fenestration found i nthe Boston architect's best known contenporaneous work i s

| acking.

The original fenestration, glazed &6 originally, has now been modifiedwith later,
| arger panes of 2/1 glass, although the integrity of the openings thenselves remains
unaltered on other than the first floor at the entrance. Here the original door,
centrally locatedunder a one storey porch, and probably incorporating a fanlight,
has been augmented with two |ateral openings containingpaired paneled doors which
appear to date fromthe addition of the proch. The central w ndowon the second
floor has been enlarged to forman Italianate door, with round arched glazingin
etched glass, to allowaccess to the upper level of the porch. Sinple conerboards
are placed at the extrenes fo the westem el evation where clapboard abuts brick.

The southem el evation, which was earlier obscured by adjacent building, once incor-
porated an arched door with fanlight, now blocked up, and the northemelevation was
essentially identical toit. Here the windows are grouped i nthree rows to allowfor

the chimey bases to run the full height of the elevation within the exposed brick walling,
now painted white. These openings, |ike those on the other elevations, originally had
shutters and echo the arrangenent of the western facade i nterns of vertical placenent,

al though their horizontal spacing differs. The eastemelevation has been entirely ob-
scured by the addition of an ell inthe Civil Wr period, which is equal or greaterin
size than the original Federal structure. Inthis process openings were introducedin

the eastemwall of the earlier part.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 architecture education military social/
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
1800-1899 COMmMeErce » e exploration/settlement philosophy theater
1900- communications industry politics/government transportation
invention other (specify)
Specific dates 1805706 Bui | der/ Archi tect Sanuel VWod (builder)

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Grafton Inn possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials and work-
manshi p and strong associations with the devel opnent of Grafton Goomon. [ts primary
significance derives fromthe highquality of its Federal period design. [It's cubical
foral encl osed by a | owhipped roof with nonitor andoctagonal belvedere typify the best
of the period. The finest feature i sthe cornicewhich incorporates, dentiles, nutules
and a rope nol di ng.

The Hassanam sco House (nowthe Grafton Inn) was naned after thelndian tribe which first
occupied the area, andtoday still have a reservation i nthe Brigham Hill Road areaof
Grafton. The lnn, onthe Grafton Gonmon, was strategically located at theintersection
of Route 122 (Wrcester t oProvidence) andanold Indian trail which hadbeen used by
white nen as early as t hel7th century when, Thonas Hooker | ed his mgration following
this trail 160m | es southwest from Canbridge t ofound Hartford, Connecticut in 1636.
This central mail coach stop andcross roads was by-passed only a fewyears afterthe

Inn was erectedin 1805/ 6 duetothe building of the Wrcester Turnpike from Boston
(Route #9).

Samuel Vdod, who built thelnn, was fromHopkinton (Wodville) bomin 1761 and noved
early inlife to Grafton, where he joined nany ot her nenbers of the Vdod fam |y,
including his brother. Dr. Joseph VWod, who first enployed him onhis farmand store.
Known f or hi s energy, Samuel VWod built the Grafton Innin 1805/ 6 andwas its proprietor
and the principle hotel keeper of Graftonuntil hisdeathin 1813. The high style
building, andits obvious relationship tothe designs of Charles Bulfinch and Ashet
Benjamin is supported historically by known connections of Samuel Vod t o Bost on.

Rope moulding simlar tothose inthe Innwere nadein Grafton i n 1815 i nthe cabi net
shop of Ezekiel Brigham

The I nn was owned by Sanuel VWdod from 1805/ 6t o0 1813. It passed then to his

son Hon. Samuel Wbod (b. 1793) the only one of his four children t oreach adul t hood.
Hn. Sanuel Wbod had four daughters and married Sarah Bruce (d. 1817), then Hannah P
Adans. Born inGrafton, he spent alnmost all his life there andwas one of the nost
outstanding nen i nthe area. He held all the town offices (clerk, selectman, etc.)
continuing tothe state house of representatives under Governor Giggs asrep-
resentative fromthe Wrcester District.

Lowel | Baker acquiredthe Innin 1826 and ranit until his death i n 1857 when it
passed t ohis son Lowel | Baker, Jr. Inthe late 1860's t helnn was operated by

Col onel Cogswel |, v/hile Lowell Baker was residing i nWrcester. | n 1879 A J.
Kerby acquired the Inn, wiich was then called The Kirby House. He still owned i t
in 1894 when the pictorial map of Graftonwas nade. During the20th century the
buil ding, nowknown as the Grafton I nnwas operated as such until the 1940 s.
Present plans aretorestore building andretumit touseas anlnn.
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 25250 sq. £L.
Quadrangle name Grafton Quadrangle scale 1:25000
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Verbal boundary description and justification Southerly: 249 along Upton Street

Westerly (front) facing Grafton Common 100.25 Please refer to the attached:
Northerly: 197.32' Grafton Assessor's Mgs plot #74

Easterly: 85.53'

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

Margaret H Floyd

nan@/title Candace Jenkins, National Register Coordinator Consul t ant
orgenization Massachusetts Historical Commission date February 1980
street & number 294 Washington Street telephone 727-8470

city or town Boston state M assachusetts

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the staff is:

. \./
national <\ state local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the HerUage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

Executive Director

litle Massachusetts Historical Conmission date
For HCRS use only
I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register
date
eeper of the National Register
Attest: date

-AThiiif nf li*ngiBtrntinn
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
iiiiiiimi Office of the Secretary of State

MASSACHUSETTS 294 Washington Street

Boston, Massachusetts
HlSTORICAL 02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY
COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State
April 29, 1980

M. Carol Shull, Acting Keeper
Regi stration Branch

Heritage, Conservation §
Recreation Service

440 GStreet NV

VWashington, DC 20243

Dear M. Shull:
Encl osed youwi || find thefollow ng nom nation forns:
Boston:. RH Steans Building (local)
Boston: Al | Saints Church (national)
Boston: Charles Pl ayhouse (national)
Canbridge: Sarah Foster Col bum House (state)
Gafton: Gafton I nn (state)

Al'l have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been
signed by the State Historic Preservation Ofificer.

Sincerely,

(jX~-Zvr ~MepAlL</
Christine Boulding 2
Survey Director >/

CB:dr



ENTR ES | N THE NATI ONAL REGQ STER

STATE MASSACHUSETTS
Date Entered JUN1 6 p™n
Neune Location

Col bum Sarah Foster, House Canbri dge

M ddl esex County
Charles Pl ayhouse Bost on

Suffol k County
Al'l Saint's Church

Bost on
Stearns, R H, Building Suffol k County

Gaftonl nn

Al'so Notified

Honor abl e Edward M Kennedy

Honor abl e Paul Tsongas

Honor abl e Thormas P. O Neill, Jr.

Honorabl e Brian J. Donnally

Honor abl e John J. Makl ey

Honor abl e Joseph D Early

6/ 27/ 80

NR Byers/njd

For further infonnation, please call

Bost on
Suffol k County

Grafton
Wor cester County

State Historic Preservation Officer

Ms. Patricia L. Wesl owski

Executive Director, Massachusetts
Hi storical Conmi ssion

294 Washington Street

Bost on, Massachusetts 02108

t he National Register at (202)343-6401.



