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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
This handsome Free Will Baptist Meeting House, done in a late Fedsfél
style, was erected in Farmington, raine in 1835 at a total coét, including
site, of $1,250.00.
The meeting house is construcfed of brick and has a gable roof. En-
trance is gained through a pair of doors, each decorated with side Tights
and a decorative fan. Above each door is a shuttered window with 12 over

REE

8 lights. Over the w1hdows, in the pediment of the gable is a single

' ~ -

decorative fan.

On one side of the building t%ere is a door now used as garage door.
This was put in sometime after 1900 when the building became a cheese
factory, then a Keeley Cure Center, a stable and a fur depot. It is now
used as a garage by the present ownersxg<§&Lﬁif
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STATEMENT O.F SIGNIFICANCE

This fine old Meeting House is significant in many ways. First,
it is architecturally significant for there are few remaining brick
meeting houses in Maine.

Secondly, it‘is significant as a landmark in the Town of F;rmington.
It has been part of the environment in Farmington since 1835. Its loss
would certainly be a great loss to the citizens of Farmington and any-
one interested in Maine meeting houses. W

Thirdly, as the home of a religious institution that was the first
of its denomination to be founded in Maine east and north of Gorham. It
was welcomed as a sister church in the denomination on September 23, 1793.
At this time meetings were held alternately in the home of Moses Starling
and Joseph Norton's barn.

The fourth point of significance is the fact that this fine meeting
house has had a series of adaptive uses in its long history. At present,
it is used as a garage by the C. Robert Tyler family.

The exterior of the building is in excellent condition and is kept
in wonderful condition by the owners. The inside, over the years, has
of cburse been altered. The inscription "Glory to God in the Highest"

can still be seen on the plaster walls of the interior.
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Richard D. Kelly

ORGANIZATION

Maine Historic Preservation Commiss

DATE

July 1973

STREET AND NUMBER:

31 Western Avenue

CITY OR TOWN:

Augusta

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

Local K
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National

STATE CODE

Mai

I hereby certify that this property is included in the
National Register.

Director, Office of Archeology and Hisp§ric Preservation
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8. SIGNIFICANCE

This building is a perfect example of the term, adaptive use. In-

stead of tearing, the structure down it has been revitalized and presents

a view of a remarkable early 19th century meeting house that is an inte-

gral part of the history of the Town of Farmington, Maine.
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