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COMMON:

Sugar Pine Point State Park
AND/OR HISTORIC:

Phipps Cabin - Hellman - Ehrman Estate - District

STREET AND NUMBER:

Highway 89 - 3 miles south of Homewood 8®S&L£r^J^/CITY OR TOWN:

Near Tahoma, west side of Lake Tahoe
STATE

California 06
COUNTY:

El Dorado 01?

CATEGORY 

(Check One)
OWNERSHIP STATUS

ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC

'} District Q Building

D Site Q Structure

D Object

Public 

Private 

Both

Public Acquisition: 

[~| In Process 

[~| Being Considered

[X| Occupied 

II Unoccupied 

I I Preservation work 

in progress

Yes:

L~3 Restricted 

^] Unrestricted

a NO
PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

I I Agricultural 

I | Commercial 

[[] Educational 

I I Entertainment

I | Government 

I | Industrial 

D Military 

Ptl Museum

(A] Park

I I Private Residence

I I Religious

I I Scientific

n Transportation 

Q Other (Specify;

I I Comments

OWNER'S NAME:

State of California, Department of Parks and Recreation
STREET AND NUMBER:

1416 - 9th Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Sacramento
STATE:

California 06

COURTHOUSE. REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Courthouse - Records Registry
STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:

Placerville California

O

O

06

TITLE OF SURVEY:

Department of Parks and Recreation
DATE OF SURVEY: Federol [21 State County Local

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

Department of Parks and Recreation
STREET AND NUMBER:

- 9th Street
«

CITY OR TOWN:

Sacramento

STATE:

California



CONDITION
f~] Excellent 1

[& Altered

2J Good Q

(C/iec/c One; 

Fair | | Deteriorated

(Check One) 

Q Unaltered

1 ) Ruins 1 I Unexposed

D Moved

(Check One) 

[25 Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL, (if known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

Phipps Cabin: Located on Sugar Pine Point, just north of General 
(Phipps) Creek, this building (approx. 15 ft. square) was built in 1872 by 
William Phigps ,_fi£st permanent settler on record to settle on Lake^PSbe's 

""IJesTefnTsKiore. It is^niao^e'"6F"H]ri^B"gd handhewn, pine logs, is a single 
story structure with a high loft; and is a rare example of pioneer sim 
plicity, rustic skill and frontier ingenuity. The second of two cabins 
built by Phipps at Sugar Pine Point, it is remarkably well preserved de 
spite the passage of 100 years. A one room building, it is sparcely fur 
nished in 3. manner comparable to its early period.

Indian Bedrock Mortar Site: Not far away is an offshore Indian mortar 
site, and" evidence of a very old wide tracked road, possibly the remains of 
a logging road. Also, on the location is another carriage and wagon road 
used in 1882 as an improved trail to Tahoe City. More recent roads leading 
from Highway 89 provide access to the park.

Kain House (Mansion): Major physical evidence of a later phase in 
history at Sugar Pine Point is the Jfein House and supplemental structures 
jwhich formed part of the Hellman-Ehrman estate. Besides the Main House, 
built circa 1903-04-, are a tank house and a coach house.

CO

m 
rn

The Main House is a three stor^J^cigrian frame and stone building 
with partial basement. The super structure has turretted bays and decorativ 
exterior treatment, although the general feeling is one of simplicity, 
spaciousness, and solidarity.

Inside are capacious fireplaces with high mantles and great width of 
hearth, high ceilings, and broad staircases leading to the second and third 
floors. The building appears in excellent condition, having been used by 
the Ehrman family as a summer residence until acquired by the State in

Tank House: The Tank House (approx. 60 ft. in height) built circa 
1903-0*4- is also constructed of wood, and has two large wooden tanks within 
r^TTigh ̂ square tower. It is in fair condition. Attached to the Tank 
House is a storage building of wood construction, approx. 20 x 30 ft. in 
size, if story's high.

Coach Barn (Built 1903-04-): The two story frame Coach Barn was used 
during MrT'Hellman's occupancy of the premises as a stable, and in part 
as living quarters for the coachman. In more recent times the stable was 
converted to a garage—the chauffeur continuing to use the upper floor as 
a residence. It appears today to be in good condition, as reflective of 
the care taken of the estate during its long tejp-^c^upancy,

is*

A later structure, the Children's Co 
Ehrmans, is near a Juniper tree, four fe
Muir as "the largest and finest in the 3ierrd

KD

John
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7. Description

During its heyday (1913) the Hellraan Estate totaled 2,021 acres and was 
acknowledged as the finest private estate in the High Sierra.

Today the park area consists of 1,975-03 acres with 7,700 lineal feet of 
waterfront footage. More than 50,000 people visited the park last year (1971)
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The history of the area associated with Sugar Pine Point 3P (Phipps, 
Hellman-Bhrman Estate) is generally that of Lake Tahoe. Without doubt, 
the area occupied by the buildings being submitted for registration is 
among the most attractive in California, having been so described by 
John Charles Freraont, Dan De Quille, Mark Twain, Thomas Starr King and 
many others.

In 18*44 the scene burst upon the first of those men, to be subse 
quently acclaimed by thousands. One easily catalogues nine names for 
Lake Tahoe — among which were: Mountain Lake, Lake Bonpland, Fremont's 
Lake, Truckee Lake, Big Truckee Lake, Biglows Lake, Lake Kahlon, and Lake 
Bigler. Its final name, Tahoe, said to be Indian in origin, was official- 
ly selected by a slow to move legislature in

According to geologist John Le Conte, in commenting on its various 
physical aspects, the Lake is 21.6 miles long; its greatest width is 12 
miles. Maximum depth of water is given as 1,6*4-5 feet. The Lake's sur 
face elevation is approximately 6,2*4-? feet.

The Lake, according to geologists, was formed during the Tertiary 
period when a large part of the crust block lying west of the main 
Sierran break gradually sank. No volcanic activity accompanied the sub 
sidence at this time, though later became a factor along with subsequent 
glacial action.

During post-glacial times, a forest mantle covered the area, creat 
ing in conjunction with the lake, a region inviting to its precaucasian 
inhabitants — the Washo Indians.

^vid_ence of this, habitation is found in ougar Pine 3P in the form 
of bedrock mortar sites — one of which appears to have been isolated from 
the coastline a matter of a few yards.

Contact with the whites effect^ iSj^Le change in the Washo way of 
life at first, but by the mid iS^j^j^Ah's/Vhite intruders had changed 
the environment sufficiently to require the Indians to depend on the 
whites for survival. r;l? Q



X

Edward B. Scott: Saga of Lake Tahoe.

John & Ricky Warriner: Lake Tahoe, An Illustrated Guide, History

Rensch: Historic Spots in California.
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APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY:
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ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE: CODE COUNTY

COUNTY:

NAME AND Tl TLE:

Alien W. Welts, State Park Historian III
ORGANIZATION

Department of Parks and Recreation
DATE

August 1^, 19?2
STREET AND NUMBER:

HH6 - 9th Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Sacramento

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is:

National Q State n Local (5

Title State Liaison Officer

Date NOV 8 1972

California
CODE

0

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Hitoric Preservation

ATTEST:

Date

0
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8. Significance

During this time the countryside was virtually swamped by an influx of 
emigrants and settlers, the first of the latter to settle permanently at 
what is now Sugar Pine Point being William Phipps, hunter and fisherman. 
Claiming 160 acres under the Homestead Act, Phipps built several cabins, 
one of which still exists at Sugar Pine Point, and set out to be a commer 
cial fisherman with pioneer neighbors, Hunsaker and McKinney.

In 1883 the California Fish Commission forced Phipps to cease his 
illegal impounding of fish. In 188? the doughty old man died in Georgetown, 
California, where he had gone to live.

The lakefront property was acquired several years before by William 
Laphara, another lake pioneer. During 188? and 1888, Lapham built"a "luxury 
hotel" in the area, which he named Bellevue.

With David Kaiser, Lapham ran the hotel until 1889, when it was sold to 
Wells Fargo and Company, to be sold in the following year to Ralph Colwell, 
who made extensive improvements in the hotel, making it the Lake's finest.

Bellevue was completely razed by fire in 1893, following which the 
area lay dormant for several years, finally coming into the hands of Isaias 
W. Hellman, San Francisco banker and financier.

A sumptuous summer home, subsequently to be known as "the Mansion", 
was completed for the Hellmans in 1903. This is one of the buildings being 
sponsored for registration. By 1913 the Hellman Estate, with its large 
gabled and turreted mansion, its outlying servants quarters, tennis court, 
boathouse, watertower, carriage house, ice house, and accessory structures, 
became noted as the finest private estate in the High Sierra.

At the time of state acquisition in 1965, it was the summer residence 
of Mr. and Mrs. Sydney Ehrman (nee Florence Hellman) of San Francisco. 
Under the excellent stewardship of its owners, the entire holding had re 
mained unimpaired and £nssfierlative natural state.'


