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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Hotel Moscow, erected in 1891-92, stands today as a slightly chastened 
example of the Victorian Romanesque style in American commercial architecture. 

The polychromatic exterior finish and round-arched openings which are hall­ 
marks of the style are intact. Only two major decorative elements have been 
removed. One was an arched galvanized iron pediment atop a modilioned cornice, 
directly above the stepped central gable which may still be seen above the 
principa" entrance on Main Street. The other was a bell-shaped turret roof 
which sat upon the southeast corner of the building, directly above a store­ 
front entrance, since filled, in the curved corner wall. The turret roof may 
$tl"iT be seen in the city, 1 on a corner 'of the Commercial C1lib biiVIding. 
The only modern addition to the Hotel is~'a brick extension to the rear which does 
not distract from its character. Modern alterations have consisted of the closing 
off of the transoms and several of the large windows on the second floor, and 
adaptation of the ground floor for commercial use. The present owner is interested 
in restoring these elements to their original condition.

The basic structure of the Hotel is of light red brick, in three stories, 
with sand stone trim. The slightly asymmetrical main facade has two broad and 
two narrow bays. It is dominated at street level by a broad arched entry with 
double doors, transom with multiple lights, and stone voussoirs springing 
from short stone piers double their width. A vertical course of stone blocks of 
the same width as the arch voussoirs also rises from the piers to the level of 
the arch crown, further framing and emphasizing the main entry. The pier motif, 
again extended to the height of the arch and the first story, is repeated as 
a vertical articulation of the bays along the last facade and the south wall 
facing Fourth Street. Horizontally the building is articulated by two pairs 
6f'molded 'belt courses; One pair'runs below the rectangular casements of the 
second story. Another pair runs along the roof line, suitably elaborated above 
the front'and side entrances: ' >

Further horizontal articulation is achieved by the line of stone sills which 
punctuate the facade''at 'the base of the round-arched windows of the third floor. 
These windows - two pairs to the left and two narrow pairs tp the right on the 
mah'h facade, corresponding to the broad and narrow bays mentioned above - are 
distinguished by striking archivolt trim. These semi-circles of light stone, 
contrasting with the basic fabric of brick, combine with the arched stone 
entrance to give the Hotel its visual character.

The round arches of the third story are surmounted by recessed rectangular 
panels of geometric decorative brick work; by sets of small sash windows in the 
attic story above the front and side entrances; and by the upper pair of belt 
courses, the lower course broken in elaboration of the small stepped gables 
which form a decorative cresting over the public entrances to the Moscow 
Hotel.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The Rote,] Moscow its architecturally significant-as one o,f t^ finest--examples 

of Victorian Romanesque architecture, i^ Moscow,. I£s $tyle ? scale^ncTcentral 
location have made it a local landmark. Its date, further, places it within 
a particularly interesting and expansive.period of Moscow.1 s early history.

The present structure rose on the site of the first hotel in Moscow, the 
Barton House, which was built in 1880 and destroyed by fire a decade later. Its 
owner, R. H. Barton, immediately undertook to form a stock company which would 
replace it with the present structure. Barton himself took out half of the 

$40,000 in shares it was predicted would be spent on the Moscow. By the time 
bids were let, estimates had dropped to $30,000 with fixtures. Still, the 
building was a very substantial addition to the commercial community of a very 
small northwestern city; an addition which called for a gala opening in April 
of 1892, with a special train of celebrants from Spokane and enthusiastic 
mentions in the local press. Even allowing for the usualness of a small town's 
journalistic boosting of its "palatial business houses,"'we may appreciate 
the optimistic commercial climate of which the Hotel Moscow and its sibling 
structures £re, evidences. For the Hotefl ,wsts r par 1^,0f a J)urst. of ^uil^in;9 T activity 
in the downtown area. The year of its construction saw the Moscow and First 
National and Farmers 1 Bank buildings, the McConnellrMcauiH building, thec . 
McCarter block and the Skattaboe block rise on Main Street as well.

In its position at one of the most important down.to.wn^,intersection? t,he 
Hotel Moscow was and is spatially as well as temporally in the center of this 
building activity. The Skattaboe block, directly across Fourth Street from the 
Hotel, is already listed in the National Register. The street between them is 
now a pedestrian mall. Thus the intersection is an attractive, accessible and 
humanly-scaled focal point for a downtown of considerable architectural-historic 
interest. The exterior of the Hotel Moscow is a subdued but handsome example 
of Victorian Romanesque architecture upon which a rear addition, designed in 
1937 by Price and Whitehead, does not intrude. The present owner is committed 
to preserving the integrity of the Hotel, and to contributing to its restoration.

1
Moscow Mirror, 1 Jan., 1892, p. 10.
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