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The original mill, a two-and-one-half story frame building, is still 
standing. (Its construction date is unknown. Tradition dates it ca. 1814 
but the first contemporary account is 1839.) This original section of the 
mill, measuring about twenty-five feet in width and thirty-five feet in 
length, has a steep gabled roof. A projecting pent roof is located between 
the first and second levels. On the rear of the nineteenth century mill, a 
shed dormer window faces the water wheel.

The floor plan has been altered over the years as illustrated by a 1920 
photograph. Other rooms on the present structure include two gabled-roof 
sheds attached to the north of the original section. The central shed is also 
two-and-one-half stories; the north shed is a story-and-a-half. Both are of 
rough hewn horizontal planks. The mill contains machinery (original com mill 
and stones)once used for grinding corn. At present this machinery is not being 
used; however, it could be put into working condition. [Mechanisms for producing 
wheat no longer in mill.]

The mill closed all operation around 1950.

Surroundings: Gilreath's Mill is located directly beside Highway 101. The 
water wheel, separate from the mill, is southwest of the frame structure. The 
mill stands in a wooded area. When it was in operation, the Shoal Creek and 
Clear Creek waters of the South Tyger River furnished the mill's power.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Gilreath's Mill is one of the few remaining mills in South Carolina that 
recalls the vital tradition of rural industry. Production of commeal and flour 
was essential to the people living nearby and therefore to the economic structure 
of the area. An example of the production levels of the mill is found in the 
South Carolina Industrial Census of 1860. Owned at that time by John Heller, 
the mill produced 1750 pounds of cornmeal and 60 bushels of flour. Value of 
this annual yield was $1750 for the cornmeal and $420 for the flour. Cornmeal 
and flour were strong commodities on a state-wide level. In 1882, for example, 
Gilreath's Mill was one of 720 grist mills in South Carolina producing 22% of all 
manufactures, second only to cotton products.

More than a statistic in state and local commerce records, a mill was an 
important element, both economically and socially, to those who depended on it. 
The first contemporary reference to Gilreath's Mill is in a diary entry dated 
April 10, 1839, recorded by Washington Taylor. Taylor, a local fanner who later 
bought the mill, served for one term in the South Carolina State Legislature. 
His journal covers a period of twenty years — January 1, 1835 to January 1, 1855, 
Entries that mention the mill include the following:

April 10, 1839: "Wednesday took 25 bushels of wheat to Gilreath's Mill 
and hauled some rails."
July 25, 1840: "Saturday went to Gilreath's Mill with 8^ bushels of wheat 
and got back 318 pounds of good flour."

The mill changed hands during the span of the diary, as reflected in an entry of 
February 25, 1852: "Wednesday sowed oats and chopped track to timber. Helped 
Mr. Heller about his mill."

The mill was an integral part of the social and economic setting of the area. 
A means of procuring staple foods, Gilreath's Mill was also a place where people 
could congregate. The mill remains today an important vestige of nineteenth 
century rural America.
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