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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

"Memorial Hall" is located at 320 North Marshall in Litchfield, 
Minnesota, block fifty-four, lot five of the original town plat. It was 
built by the Grand Army of the Republic in the year 1885. Constructed 
in a unique style reminiscent of structures that resemble medieval 
fortresses, but on a smaller scale. The cream colored brick structure 
measures twenty-eight feet wide, sixty feet long, with walls that extend 
eighteen feet in height.

The front elevation of the G.A.R. "Memorial Hall" includes two 
window openings framing a central tower with an arched door opening and 
a small round window. The entrance contains a wood paneled door and a 
glass fan transom. Positioned above the door is an inscribed stone 
with the raised letters of G.A.R. and the date of 1885. Small turrets 
stand out from the front corners of the building and two additional 
turrets project from the roof line along each of the side walls. Front 
window treatment includes two-over-two glass panes placed in a semi- 
elliptical opening with a radiating voussoir arch offset by a solid stone 
sill. This window treatment is representative of the five remaining 
windows in the Hall. Four windows are located in the south wall while 
the north wall contains only one.

Inside the door is a tiny entryway with two doors leading to the 
main rooms. There are glass transoms over these doors. The front room 
is about twenty feet long with a moulded ceiling and original light 
fixtures. The second room is larger and has an imposing chandelier 
hanging from the ceiling.

/ 'Adjacent to the rear of "Memorial Hall" is a brick ajkfrtion built in 
^1961 by the Meeker County Historical Society as a museum. This addition, 
used in conjunction with the Hall, is connected by a door and butted 
to the original building.

Two brass cannon, mounted on cement carriages, are positioned on 
either side of the walkway up to the entrance. In 1970 a marker was 
placed on the front lawn to bring attention to the historical significance 
of the G.A.R. Hall.

The G.A.R. Hall is owned and maintained by the City of Litchfield, 
under the auspices of the Meeker County Historical Society. "Memorial 
Hall" is one of the finest examples of architecture inspired by the 
Grand Army of the Republic movement.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

"Memorial Hall" was built in 1*885 as a tribute to those who 
fought to preserve the Union. It was designed to resemble a fort and 
to contain rooms for a public library, reading and museum. The cost 
of the structure and the land was five thousand dollars. Funding for 
the site and the Hall was obtained by subscription from citizens and 
Civil War Veterans. The veterans of Litchfield and Meeker County had 
founded their own chapter of the G.A.R., Frank Daggett Post No. 35, 
on July 8, 1883. The Hall was deeded to the City of Litchfield with 
the stipulation that it should remain unaltered, standing as a 
permanent monument.

This structure is representative of the Grand Army of the 
Republic movement which wielded powerful political and social influence 
in the years after the Civil War until the turn of the century. Today 
there are no survivors of this once widespread and influential coterie. 
"Memorial Hall" is one of the finest examples of the architecture 
inspired by the G.A.R. activity.
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The significance of the G.A.R. Hall is derived from its exclusive assoication 
with the Grand Army of the Republic movement. Memorial Hall was utilized as a 
meeting hall for the Minnesota Chapter No. 35 of the G.A.R. and represents one 
of the finest examples of fortress styled architecture inspired by this national 
movement in the State of Minnesota.

The Grand Army of the Republic was an organization established by the Union 
Veterans of the Civil War in 1866 to preserve friendships, honor fallen comrades, 
aiding widows and the handicapped, and helping communities in which the members 
resided. The G.A.R. last met in 1949 for its 83rd encampment; there are no 
survivors of this national organization.

On July 8, 1883 the Civil War veterans in Litchfield, Minnesota, founded their 
own chapter of the Grand Army of the Republic, The Frank Dagget Post No. 35. The 
post was named after Frank Dagget, a lieutenant in the 6th Minnesota Volunteer 
Infantry and the first Grand Commander of the Minnesota G.A.R.

Memorial Hall was erected in 1885 after the members of Post No. 35 recognized 
the need for a permanent repository for records and a regular meeting hall. 
Additive features incorporated into the building plans were a library, reading 
room and museum although the purpose of the structure remained as a meeting hall 
for the G.A.R. members.

Dedicated on Memorial Day, 1885, Memorial Hall was designed to resemble a 
fort. This architectural style truly represented the occupants who utilized the 
hall.

The G.A.R. Hall in Litchfield, Minnesota is significant as a Grand Army of 
the Republic meeting hall and as a example of architecture inspired by this 
national movement.


