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Snond s Tavemi s a free standing two-story, gabled bl ock sitxiated on the east side of
Bedford Street itinediately before its intersectionwth the highway Route 128, and about
1% ndl es northwest of Lexington Center. The heavy traffic on Bedford Street detracts
sonevwhat fron the predom nantly residential character of the neighborhood, as does Route
128. Despite these intrusions, Snond s Tavemrenains unaltered.

Snond' s Tavemi shuilt onagranite faced, brick foundationwith the gables to t he
side. The facade which faces west, the northelevation, andthe east elevation are
sheathed i nclapboard. The south elevation i sbrick with bridged chimeys. The ori-
ginal Georgian house, c. 1795 isfive baysw de, with a center entry and center chim
ney. Awng was added to the house about 1810; it i s three bays wi dewith an entrance
placed i nthe first bay, i nanattenpt to balance the facade proportionally.

The facade has been treated as aunit; the dentil course of the com ce continiaes un-
interrupted for the full lengthof the building. The twoentrances of the nain facade
are nearly identical with pilasters, asinple entablatureanda projecting, flat comce
with modillions above a dentil course. The southemdoor, however, has a sinpler gid
narrower architrave than the northem entrance.

Fenestration throt:ighout i s six-over-six sash. On the facade, the bays are equally pro-
portioned except for the bay south of the south door, viiich i sslightly wider; this
tends to ertphasize the distinction between the twosections of the bxailding. Second
floor wndov; tops are fliashwith the comce. O thenorth el evation, at the attic
level, are twosmall wndov/s placed cl ose together. TheV\indov;s of the east and south
elle(\j/.ati ons are nore randony placed; all are original andare traned by a sinple, flat
nol di ng.

Sheds and out bui | di ngs t o house aninal s were attached to the building and have since
been r enoved.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The S nonds Tavemi s significant because of its associationwith the early settlers
of Lexington and the coinercial history of the Federal era of the Town.

The Snonds fam |y arrived i nLexington i n 1686 and were | arge | andowners. | n 1760,
Joshua S nonds ac?t airedthirty-six acres of land vMere the Tavemwas |ater bm t.

He was a narber of Captain Parker's ccopany of Mnute Men and participated i nthe Battle
of Aﬁ)ril 19, 1775. Joshua Snonds Jr. (1770-1858) inherited the |and and built the ori-
ginal northsectionof the tavemabout 1794, \*en he married Abigail Cutler of Lex-
Ington. He kept a tavem (nowlost) on Monunent Street (now Massachusetts Avenue),

at the base of Fiske Hill, west of Lexington Center. Sensing the opportunity created

by the ?row n% traffic of drovers bringing cattle, sheep and turkeys to the Boston
market Trcmthe north, i n 1802 he opened a tavem i nhis hoiise on Bedford Street. I n
1806, Bedford Street was rebuilt west fromthe Lexi ngton Geen, replacing the ol der

nore circuitous route. S nonds' newtavemprospered because of the newroad, and an
additionwas built in1810. Joshua S nonds apparently found running twotavens too
strenuous and cl osed the Bedford Street tavemin 1828. Since then, the building has
served as a farmhouse and resi dence for a succession of Lexington famlies.

The present owners have neticul ously preserved the magnificent interior panellingof
the ol der north section.

Architecturally, Snonds Tavemi s significant as one of the few double Federal houses
I'n Lexi ngton.
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Lig Smonds Tavern

11l National

Smonds Xa*rn. 331 Bedford base of Fisks Hill,

S, Lexington, which was
nominated for inclusion in ihe
National Regiger of Histpric
Places by the Massachusetts
Historical Oommissaon, has been
accgjited, State SecrelanL-EaiJ
H. Guzzi, chairman of the com-
misson,,. has been informed by
Gary Everhardt, director of tfie
National Park Service in the
U.S. Department of the Interior.

It is sigaificant because of its
a>dalad wth the early set-
tlers of Lexington and the com-
mercial history of the federal
era of the to\Mi.

The Simonds family arrived
in Lexington in 165 and were
large landowners! In 1760,
Joshua Simonds acquired 3%
cares of land where the tavern
was later built. He was a
member of Capt. Parker's
company of Minule-Men and
participated in the Battle of
April 19, 1775.

Joshua Simonds Jr. (1770 1858)
inherited the land and built the
original North section of ihe
tavern about 1794, when he
married Abigail Cutler of

Regde

Wext of
Lexington Center.

Sensing tha opportunity,
created .by the growing traffic"
of drovers bringing cattle, sheep
and turkeys to the Boston
market from the North, In18®
he opened a tavern in his housft
on Bedford St In 1806, Bedford-
. was rebuilt West from the
Lexington Grea replacing ths
older-and more circuitous route.

Simonds' new ' tavern
prospered because of the new
road, and in addition wai.
erected In 1810. Joshua Simondj
apparently found running two
tavems too strenuous and ha
closed the Bedford street tavern
in 1828, Since then, the buildin.g-
hes served as a farmhouse and
resdence for a suon ot
Lexington families.

The present owners, John and
Jean Shanahan, have
meticulously preserved the
magnificent interior panelling of
the older North section. Ar-
chitecturally, Smonds Tavem ui
significant as one of tha few,
double federal houses in
Lexington. ¢

.Sheaks and outbuildings, to

Lexington. He kept a tavern house animals were attached to
(now lost) on Monument . the buDding and have since been
(now Massachusetts Ave.) at the removed.
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