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The Utah State Capitol is located on the north bench with a coirmanding view of Salt Lake 
City. Completed in 1915, at a cost of $2,739,528.54. The Capitol is 404 feet long, 240 
feet wide and 285 feet high to the top of the dome. The general style of the architec­ 
ture is pure Corinthian. The diameter of the dome is 64 feet. There are four floors, 
200 rooms, six of which are assembly halls, namely: The Senate Chamber, House of Repre­ 
sentatives, Supreme Court Chamber, Law Library, Governor's Board Room, and the Governor's 
Reception Room which is also called the Gold Room.

The rotunda as seen from the center is 165 feet to the top of the dome. Suspended from 
this dome is a giant chandelier weighing three tons, the steel chain that holds it is 
95 feet long and weighs three and one-half tons. Near the base of the dome are four 
murals depicting scenes from Utah's history: Father Escalante entering Utah Valley in 
1776; Peter Skene Ogden at Ogden River, 1828; John C. Fremont visits the Great Salt 
Lake, 1843; , and Brigham Young* and the pioneers entering the valley in J.847. The ceiling 
is painted'with seagulls in <Dommemoration of the birds which saved the pioneers from 
starving. The birds measure six feet from wing tip to wing tip.

Although Utah marble is used extensively throughout the building, Georgia marble was 
used on the main floor. The monolithic columns, the walls and stairs of the main floor 
and the railings were the only parts of the building constructed of the gray Georgia 
marble. Sanpete oolite or white sandstone was chosen for the walls of the ground floor.

Two historical paintings appear on the lunettes in the east and west ends of the main 
corridor. The one on the east depicting the dream of Brigham Young of the pioneers 
arriving,on the val,le^in .1847; the pne on the west "Reclaiming the Deseret by Irriga­ 
tion". Girard Hale of Sait Lake City and Gilbert White of New York painted these scenes. 
The mural in the; House^ Chamber was painted by A. E. Porringer depicting, Jim Bridger and 
the Discovery of the Great Salt Lake. The mural in the Senate Chamber was painted by 
local artists fA. ^*.Wright and Lee Greene Richards. It shows a scene looking westward a- 
cross Utah Lake. Lewis Schettle of New York painted the mural in the Gold Room. J. W. 
Clason,, another( local artist,painted the portrait of the Capitol Coniriissioners.

The original plans called for sculpture to fill the niches of the rotunda. Since funds 
were not available when1 the building neared completion, these niches remained empty until 
later. In, 1928 a bust of Emmeline B. Wells a prominent Mormon pioneer, done in marble 
by Cyrus E. Dallin, was donated by women in the State. A bust of Simon Bamberger, Gov­ 
ernor of Utah from 1916 - 1920 was donated by the family of the governor in 1943. This 
was sculpted by Torlief Knaphus. The third niche was filled in 1956 when the Sons of 
Utah Pioneers presented to the State a bust, of Brigham Young ..also by Torlief Knaphus.

Utah birdseye marble furnished the finish in the State Reception Room, Supreme Court Room, 
and the Hall of House of Representatives. Tooele Onyx and Travertine were used to 
finish the main vestibule and Senate Chamber. Gray granite from Little Cottonwcod Canyon 
was used for the exterior walls and columns.

A massive marble stairway leads from the main floor to the third floor. Each panel on 
the main floor is a picture in marble. These marble pictures show flowers, faces and 
animals. These marble panels are made of Georgia marble.



Form No. 10-300a 
(Rev. 10-74)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER PAGE

In the building's rotunda are many varied works. In the center of the rotunda is a 
large statue of the Indian Massasoit, presented to the State by sculptor, C. E. Dalin 
of Springville. In a panel of the rotunda is a bronze tablet presented by the Sons 
of the American Revolution while on the walls of the rotunda hang two memorials in 
memory of Utah's World War I soldiers.

The most impressive room of the Capitol is the State Reception Room or Gold Room. 
All colors used in the room blend with gold trim and the golden travis marble. The 
original decorations of the room excluding light fixtures and mirrors cost approxi­ 
mately $20,000. In 1955 the zoom was repainted at a cost of $6,500 while reuphol- 
Stering of the furniture cost $19,905. The Circassian walnut furniture cost $3,022. 
The rug is a Scotch chenille made especially for the room by Templeton Brothers of 
Glasgow/ Scotland at a cost of $3,000.

There are exhibits on the first floor 
tunities in Utah's 29 counties. Here also, 
the "Mormon Mateor", racing car of the

showing the economic and recreational oppor- 
are displays of dinosaur footprints and 

Salt Lake City Mayor Ab Jenkins.former

Under the deed conveying the land from Salt Lake City to the State of Utah, it is 
provided that the Capitol grounds shall be maintained as a public park. The grounds 
include approximately 37 acres/ all of which are landscaped, 
trees are arranged to offer color and beauty year round, 
beauty and grandeur of Utah's State Capitol.

The flowers, shrubs and 
These gardens add to the
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
Utah's State Capitol is significant both architecturally and historically. It's architec­ 
tural style is pure, Corinthian. It was designed by master architect Richard K. A. Kletting 
who is responsible for many of Utah's finest buildings. Ihe building is almost entirely 
made with Utah's labor and materials. The combination of marble and sandstone walls along 
with many monolithic columns make the building an impressive sight. r On the interior, 
massive murals and pointings decorate the walls ̂ recalling scenes from Utah's past. The 
history of the building is as impressive as its architecture. For over 30 years, Utah's 
State Capitol remained jnearly a dream. A Capitol in central Utah proved inconvenient, 
and the State Legislature met at various places in Salt Lake City before the Capitol was 
completed. In 1916, Utah's State Capitol was completed and it has served as the seat of 
government for the past 62 years.

HISTORY:

Utah, like other states before her and those that followed, was determined that a State 
Capitol would be built. The first legislative assembly of the territory of Utah, in Oc­ 
tober 1851, designated the Pauvan Valley in Central Utah as the capitor site. Fillmore 
City in Millard County was to be the place where the capitol was to be built. Plans 
were drawn up by Truman 0. Angel, later to become the architect of the Salt Late City 
Mormon Temple. The construction process was very slow. There were persistent shortages 
Of iron^ for nails, skilled workmen and funds. By 1855, the east wing of the building 
was finished and the fifth annual session of the Utah Territorial Legislative Assembly 
convened in Utah's first Capitol. That session was the only complete session of the 
legislature held in Fillmbre. On two other occasions, the legislators assembled there 
and then adjourned to Salt Lake City, m December 1856, Salt Lake City was made Utah's 
capitol by joint resolution of the Legislature.

Prior to the building of the Capitol at FillirDre and after its abandonment, the site of 
the^ territorial government changed many tianes. The Legislature met at Council Hall, 
Social Hall, the Salt Lake County Courthouse, Salt Lake City Hall and the present Salt 
Lake City and County Building. The offices of the Legislature were also located in these 
buildings at various times.

There are many reasons why Utah didn't immediately build a capitol in Salt Lake City. 
Congress viewed the $20,000 appropriated for the Capitol in Fillmore as wasted money, 
and thus refused to grant further funds for government buildings in Utah. Between 1856 
and 1896 the tension betaken Mormon and non-Mormon factions in the State also stood in 
the way of the construction of government buildings. The Mormon citizenry elected Mor-
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iron officials, while the territorial executive was generally a non-Mormon appointed from 
Washington D.C. These two groups transmitted conflicting reports to Washington. 
Washington's response to this conflict was to refuse to send funds to Utah for gov­ 
ernment buildings.

In 1888, the Salt Lake City Fathers donated about twenty acres of land on the north 
bench for the capitol building but the building was not erected until 1916. It took 
almost 30 years for Utah's State Capitol to move from plans to reality.

pi 1909 the Utah Legislature created a seven-man Capitol Commission to select the de­ 
sign for,and not spend over $2,500,000 on a State Capitol. In March, 1911, the sum 
of $798,546 was paid as inheritance tax by Mrs. E. H. Harriman to settle the HarrJjnan 
estate. ^Q Legislature then approved a $1,000,000 bond and the money for the capitol 
was in hand.

A competition was held to select the architect and the design of the Capitol. In 
March 1912 f the award for the design was made to Richard K. A. Kletting of Salt Lake 
City, P. J. Morgan of Salt Lake City was given the excavating contract. The ground 
wci?s broken on December 26, 1912. Pressures were applied to the Capitol Conmission to 
choose Utah labor and Utah materials in the construction. Wherever possible, this 
was done, but Georgia marble proved a big savings and was used extensively on the
main floor.

A limitation had been set at $2,500,000 for the Capitol, but this was exceeded by 
$239,000. The commission asked the Legislature on two different occasions for an 
increase in funds. The shortage of funds also meant that the original plans calling 
for "extensive pieces of art work" could not be fulfilled. The only art works 
commissioned were paintings for the House Chamber, the Senate Chamber, the State 
Reception Room, the lunettes and a portrait of the Capitol Commissioners.

On April 4, 1914, fifteen and one-half months after breaking ground, the cornerstone 
was laid in place in an elaborate ceremony. Representatives from the state and city 
governments, church officials and prominent businessmen participated in the ceremony. 
A metal box containing state newspapers, photographs of the capitol Coirtnissioners, 
church books and coins of the period were placed in the cornerstone and sealed by 
Governor William Spry. / , _

Accounts of the opening ceremony reveal the great satisfaction and pride felt by all 
who toured the Capitol Building that day. The capitol site includes 37 acres of land, 
which is maintained as a public park. The grounds are landscaped to lend beauty 
to the Capitol Building throughout, the year. For over 60 years, Utah's State Capitol 
has been a majestic landmark where both tourists and natives flock year round.


