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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Of brick and stone, Oklahoma's initial Carnegie Library at the

corner of Oklehoms Avenue and Ash Street is a massive clagsical structure

with towsring dome and handsome portico over the fromt (south) steps.
events relating to the last years of Oklahoma Territory and the early
years of statehood.

The building cost $35,000 to construct. It stands 62 x 72 feet,
with two stories and an attic over the full (ground level) basement.
The massive dome, approximately 20 feet in diameter, towers some
50 feet over the main foyer.

Cornerstone of the building was laid October 17, 1901. The
structure served Guthrie until early 1570 when a new §190,000 library
was dedicated. The historic building is now managed under a 50-year
lease by the Oklahoma Historical Society, which will also operaste the
new municipally city-owned museum building to the eamst when it is
completed,

Fere and in the entrance foyer on the main floor unfolded the important
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Oklahoma's first capital city, Guthrie -- which boomed from
virgiﬁmﬁfiirié'to a settlement of some 15,000 psrsons on April 22,
1889, the day of the "The Run" that opened 0ld Oklshoms to home
gseekers -- has an impressive number of firsts to its credit. And a
number of them center on the impressive brick and stone Carnegie
Library thst is now becoming the Oklahoma Territorial Museum.

To begin with, the handsome, domed struocture was present-day
Oklahoma's first Carnegie Library and, almost by definition, the
state's first library of significance. Cornerstone was laid on
October 17, 1901. Its cost of §35,000 included ¥25,000 from the
Carnegie Foupd§tjgg»(which provided an additional $1,000 for books)
and $10,000 raised locally. Much larger than necessary to accommodate
the reading meterial readily available, the building served for a
number of years as something of & community center, recreationally
as well as culturally. Which explains the curious fact that cowboy
movie star Tom Mix once operated a gymnesium in the library basement.

As the young town's most impressive public building, the
librery also figured prominently in Territorisl snd then State
political sctivity. In 1905 the late Frank Frantz, Oklahoma seventh
and last Territorial governor, took the oath of office on the
library's front steps. Two years later Charles N, Haskell followed
the pattern. When word came from Washington that President Roosevelt
has signed the document making Oklahoms thes 46th stete, Haskell was
in his room at the Royal Hotel (later renamed the Avon). He placed
his hand on & family Bible and was given the oath of office from
Leslie G. Niblack, publisher of the Guthrie Leader. (Niblack had
taken out a commission as notary public and, as the only official
who had switched officially from Territorial to statehood status,
was the only person in the territory qualified to sdminister the
oath.) This was shortly after 10:15 a.m. Saturday, November 16, 1507.
A few minutes later, in a public ceremony, Haskell was again sworn
into office and, from the steps of the Carnegie Library, delivered
his inaugursl address.

Then the new stete's first inaugural day was highlighted by a
ceremony perhaps unique in American history. In recognition of the
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Coffey, Ivy, "Oklahoma Territorial Museum Opens," Oklahoma's Orbit,

Thetford, Francis, "Dateline: Oklahoms," The Sundsy Oklahoman,
December 15, 1968, p. 14
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
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forth by the National Park Service.
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No. 8. Significance
Carnegie Library

unsuccessful attempts to gain the admission of two separate states --
one predominantly Indian, the other predominantly white =~-- a symbolic
wedding of the two "territories" was solemnized ... again on the
library steps. Indian Territory, as the bride, was represented by
Mrs. Ieo Bennett, a Muskogee beauty of Cherokee descent. 4s the
bridegroom, Oklahoma Territory was represented by C. G. Jones of
Oklahome City. The following year the library hosted yet another event
significant to the development of the young state. On June 16, 1908,
some ninety women of the Oklahoma Betsy Ross Association gathered in
a resding room to design and start work on state flag, hand-stitching
each star on the 12 x 20~foot banner.

Congideration of these important events will be given in develop-
ment of the Oklahoms Territorial Museum. Exterior of the building
and the entrance foyer will be restored to their appesrance in 1907,
Interior changes will be limited to adapting librsry configurations
to those of the museum. Bulk of the museum will be housed in the new
structure to adjoin it on the east.
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