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The Butterfield-Whittemore House i s located at 54 Massachusetts Avenue i n 
Arlington. Originally part of an estate of over 80 acres, the house i s now 
at an angle to the road on a small plot of land surrounded by 20th century 
residential/commercial buildings. A black metal fence separates the property 
from the w e l l traveled thoroughfare. 

The 2 story brickender has a lew hip roof and s i t s on a granit" foundation. 
There are 2 inside end chimneys and 1 i n t e r i o r chimney. The o r i g i n a l portion 
of the house, believed to have been b u i l t i n 1695 by Jonathan B u t t e r f i e l d Sr., 
was a central h a l l plan with one room to either side and two bays deep. The 
building was extended f u l l width to the rear (west) elevation at a la t e r date. 
This extension added three bays to the depth of the structure. Later a Ih 
story wing was added to the rear (west) elevation. 

The clapboarded f i v e bay wide facade faces east toward Massachusetts Avenue. 
Fenestration i s 6/6 with p l a i n architrave and i s framed by black shutters. 
A l a t e r date entrance porch shelters the center entry. Slender, tumed paired 
posts with a low r a i l i n g at t h e i r bases support the porch entablature and f l a t 
roof with balustrade. The paneled entrance door i s surmounted by a fanl i g h t 
and flanked by sid e l i g h t s . 

The north and south elevations are i d e n t i c a l with 6/6 fenestration on the 
two bay deep o r i g i n a l portion of the house. The additional three bays of the 
la t e r section of the western end of the rear elevation are narrower and have 
9/6 sash placed s l i g h t l y lower than those on the eastern end. 

The north elevation of the 1% story rear wing has an irregular window pattern. 
The f i r s t story i s two 6/6 windows, one with p l a i n architrave, the other with 
ornament. There i s a three l i g h t casement at the western end. The two windows 
above are both framed by pla i n architraves. 

The south elevation of the wing is also i r r e g u l a r . A one story shed at the eastern 
end has a 2/2 window with 2 6/6 windows above i n a large dormer. The western 
end has a 20th century entrance headed by a 3/6 window d i r e c t l y under the eaves. 

The west (rear) elevation of the wing has a six panel door and a 6/6 window on 
the f i r s t story and an 8 panel door and 6/6 window above on the second. The 
second story door i s no longer used. 
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The Butterfield-Whittemore House i s one of the oldest structures i n Arlington. , 
I t i s s i g n i f i c a n t for i t s long association with two families prominent i n the ^11-^/7^ 
early p o l i t i c a l , m i l i t a r y , r e l i g i o u s , and a g r i c u l t u r a l l i f e of Arlington and 
Cambridge. 

Jonathan B u t t e r f i e l d Sr., cordwainer, f i r s t appears i n the records as a f i e l d 
driver for Menotomy (a d i s t r i c t of Cambridge) i n 1693. He married i n 1694 and 
bought several pieces of property along the south side of the present Massachusetts 
Avenue around the time of the b i r t h of his f i r s t c h i l d , Jonathan, i n 1695. He b u i l t 
the house some time over the next few years and i n 1729 sold what had become a 16 
acre farm with dwelling house and barn to his son Jonathan. 

Jonathan B u t t e r f i e l d Jr. was active In the movement to establish Menotomy as a 
separate precinct. He served on a committee to c a l l meetings as wel l as on the 
committee to b u i l d a meetinghouse. Both he and his father signed the Church Cove­
nant i n 1739 establishing the Second Church of Cambridge (Menotomy). He was one of 
the o r i g i n a l pew-holders i n this church. Over a period of several years both father 
and son served as the town assessors and as members of the Prudential Committee of 
th e i r precinct. Jonathan B u t t e r f i e l d Jr. l i v e d i n the house for twenty years, expand­
ing his holdings to 46.5 acres. He was childless. I n 1749 he moved to the south 
parish of Bridgewater, s e l l i n g the farm and a l l his other property to Samuel Whittemore. 

The Whittemore family f i r s t came to the Menotomy area when Capt. Samuel Whittemore, 
father of Samuel I I I , purchased a house and land i n 1730 opposite the B u t t e r f i e l d 
property on the north side of Massachusetts Avenue. Capt. Whittemore, assessor. 
Prudential Committeeman, and captain of the Royal Dragons, found fame during the 
beginning of the Revolutionary War. He had served on various pre-war committees 
and, on A p r i l 19, 1775, when almost 80 years old, he sniped at B r i t i s h soldiers 
during t h e i r retreat from Lexington, k i l l i n g two. I n the engagement he lost part of 
his cheek, was bayoneted and l e f t for dead. He was found four hours l a t e r , recovered, 
and l i v e d another 18 years. 

His son, Samuel I I I , also served i n the Revolutionary War. He served for f i v e days 
i n 1776 i n a company under Capt. William Adams. This company assisted i n General 
George Washington's assault on Dorchester Heights. Samuel I I I and his son Samuel 
continued i n the t r a d i t i o n of Capt. Samuel Whittemore and became involved i n local 
p o l i t i c s , serving as precinct treasurers and selectmen. Another grandson of the cap­
t a i n revolutionized the wool carding industry with his invention of the card-manufac­
turi n g machine. Together with his brother William, he brought prosperity to the 
town with t h e i r new manufacturing industry. 
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The house remained the property of the Whittemore family u n t i l shortly after 
the death of Samuel I l l ' s son Jonathan. Then a farm of about 78 acres, 
property was subdivided and developed as Whittemore Park i n the early 20th 
century. Today the area contains simple two-family houses and small scale 
commercial development. 
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