lowa Site Inventory

Division of Historic Preservation Site Number

lowa State Historical Department District N

26 E. Market St., lowa City, lowa 52240 istrict Name
Map Reference #

71,-010-00L

Identification B .
1. Site Name Emmetsburg Fublic Library
2. Vi‘l;ge/']'own/ci(y bmmetsourg Township County PalO Al tO
3. Street Address. Tenth Street (on Courthouse Square)
4. Legal Location Courthouse Sqg. Pt. E 1/2
Urban: subdivision biock parcel . subparcel
Rural: township range ) section % section of % section
5. UTM Location: zone 15 easting. 361800 northing 4771850 ; Acreage p /

6. Owners) Name _City of Emmetsburg
. Owner(s) Address

Emmetsburg, Iowa 50536
{Street address) (City) (State) (Zip)

library Original__11Prary

~N

8. Use: Present

Description . ) o
9. Date of Construction 1911=12 ArchitecuBi@asx_A.T. Simmons, Bloomington, Illinois
10. Building Type:
[ single-family dwelling [J industrial [0 other institutional [ religious
[0 multiple-family dwelling [ educational X public {3 agricultural
O commercial

11. Exterior Walls: lapboard t i d and, bat i
Freror Wtk Qckpbonrd Dlsone Flh LY ifpisp Dohndles Dstucc

12. Structural System: [] wood frame with interlocking joints [Jwood frame with light members (balloon frame)
sExmasonry load-bearing walls [Jiron frame  [J steel frame with curtain walls [] reinforced concrete

O other

13. Condition: [Jexcellent [Fgood [Jfair []Jdeteriorated

14. Integrity: [Roriginal site [] moved—if so, when?
Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable feqtures of building and site: A}t erations
to front stoon(1970's); minor rearrangement of interior(1970's).

15. Related Qutbuildings and Property: []barn [J other farm structures [ carriage house []garage [ privy
[J other
16. Is the building endangered? Kno O yes—if so, why?

17. Surroundings of the building: [Jopenland [Jwoodland []scattered outbuildings [J densely buiit-up ~ [] commercial
[Jindustrial [Jresidential Klother_ON_courthouse square; forms a grouving with the

courthouse and the jail,

18. Map 19. Phot
Roll 258

22A

Fram View

Front (N) elev. I

Broadway




SlgnlflCC{nce (Indicate sources of information for all statements)

19. Architectural significance
£ a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register
O b. Contributing structure (
[J c. Not eligible/intrusion
The Emmetsburg Public Library is one of the more distincuised exammles of
ths side-gable-end tyse of library building with a nrojecting entrance
vestibule in the center of the long side. The attenpt at a rustic; almost
primitive or groteque, character, secen partimilarly in the sterped stone
corner "buttresses" (which seem also somewhat like qucining) of the center
wavilion, is interesting, This cetail is not only novel and original, but
also well designed and well integrated with that of the rest of the
building, The building is tightly and cohesively prosortioned, The stone
stringcourse that extends around the entire building and engages the
lintels of the vindows provides the final note of unification (see the
similar feature at the Knoxville Library, which is, however, not well
conceived), The plan conforms to Tyne Il.

20. Historical Significance Theme(s)
[Ja. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register
(O b. Contributing structure ‘
c. Not eligible/intrusion

1. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):
--DHPFIR, G, Mansheim, June 1979,
--DHPLSQ~1, Mary Anderson, Librarian.

~—Pripts of architect's drawings in possession of Emmetsburg Public
lerar,y .

Prepared by varuel J, Klingensmith Date_August 1980
Address 617 N, Cayuga, Ithsca, NY 14850 Telephone 607 273-5681 -
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