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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This small bridge spons the Kennebec River between Waterville and
Winslow. It is constructed entirely of steel and is a suspension type
bridge.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

In 1899 under Chapter 37 of the Private and Special Laws of the
State of Maine, the Ticonic Footbréﬂgz Company received its charter.
In 1901 the footbridge was construfted by the Berlin Construction Com-
pany bf Berlin, Connecticut and the charter was amended by Chapter 394
of the Private and Special Laws of the State of Maine to establish a
2¢ toll. In 1902 the bridge was washed out by a flood on the Kennebec
River. In 1903 reconstruction was completed and a plaque mounted on
the existing Bridge commemorates that date.

In 1935 the Kennebec River reached its highest level of this cen-
tury and is considered by the Army Corps of Engineers to be the so-called
"100 year flood". The Maine Central Railroad bridge and the vehicular
and pedestrian bridge connecting Waterville and Winslow were both des-
troyed. This footbridge was not damaged extensively and remained the
only means of transportation between the two communities. This was
particularly significant in as much as public necessities such as food
and health services existed only on the Waterville side.

The bridge is approximately 700 feet long spanning the Kennebec
River between Waterville and Winslow, a slight distance above Ticonic
Falls. When the bridge was constructed, its intended use was for the
transportation of millworkers between the two communities to the abutting
mills. At its peak the bridge reportedly received over 500 users per
day. Currently, its use has been reduced to 40 persons per day. The
tolTkeeper lived in a very small building on the west end of the bridge.

The main significance of the bridge is the fact that this type of
bridge structurally is a rarity. There are few remaining such bridges
in the United States today. This bridge takes on added significance by
the fact that it is reportedly the on}? private toll footbridge in the
United States. Its appearance on the' river is graceful from a structural
standpoint and affords-one an exceptional view northerly on the Kennebec
River to the Shawmut Dam at Shawmut.

Under the Urban Renewal Authority program in the City of Waterville,
the immediate area around this bridge is to become a public park and
parking area. The bridge would be a natural adjunct to the designated

use of this area.
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Waterville Morning Sentinel.

City of Waterville, City Clerk records.

1900 through 1973.
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Larry W. Seymour, City Engineer
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City of Waterville
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CITY OR TOWN:

Wa

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
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