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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The architecture of the Piscataqua by 1760 was decidedly imitative of the high-Georgian 
style which prevailed in the home country at the time. In houses such as the Lady Pep- 
perrell House at Kittery, the Wentworth-Gardner House and the Moffatt-Ladd House at 
Portsmouth, one can see repeatedly the characteristics of the High-Georgian Piscataqua 
style. They are, typically, two story buildings with center hall plans and end chimneys 
through their hipped roofs. Classical detailing includes modillioned cornices, pavilioned 
and pedimented entrances, sometimes engaged pilasters and sometimes quoined corners. The 
interiors are also distinguished by fine woodworking in the classical vein.

The Lady Pepperrell House is a two story clapboarded house with center hall (four room) 
plan, hipped roof, and a pair of end chimneys at the north and south ends. Side porches 
were added to the north and south sides of the house in 1922, the latter one still being 
in place. The uncluttered, steeply-pitched hipped roofline of the house has the flavor 
of a Virginia-Georgian building, according to historian Hugh Morrison.

The center entrance of the house is accentuated by a projecting, gabled, two story pavilion, 
at either side of which is a giant Ionic pilaster, raised on a pedestal. The cornice 
above the doorway is carried on curved brackets, and the date"1760", in the pediment, was 
incised by Mr. Wood, the owner in 1922, long after the house was built.

The interiors feature finely-carved woodwork and handsome chimneypieces.
" I ~*

The carriage house immediately west of the house does not 
contribute to the national significance of this national historic Landmark.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Lady Pepperrell House at Kittery Point, Maine is a distinguished example of a High- 
Georgian New England frame house. Its floor plan (center hall type), its elevation (two 
stories plus hipped roof, with two pairs of end chimneys), and its use of classical 
detailing, make it absolutely typical. Through the achievement of a splendid simplicity 
of both symmetry and detailing, and an association with America's only designated Baronet, 
Sir William Pepperrell, the Lady Pepperrell House commands a level of true distinction. 
Built 1760-65 by Sir William's widow, it is today owned and maintained as a house museum 
by the Society for the Preservation of New England Antiquities, Boston.

History

In all of the history of, first the American colonies, and then of the United States of 
America, only one man has ever enjoyed the honor of having bestowed upon him the title of 
"Baronet", in the British hierarchy of nobility. He was Sir William Pepperrell, who, as 
the first and only American-born to achieve this status, became a very successful merchant 
and one of the wealthiest men in the colonies before his death in 1759.

It was because of his service to the crown in 1745 that Pepperrell was so singularly 
honored. As the commanding officer, in that year, of the American land forces at the 
siege and capture of Louisburg, off Nova Scotia, he was instrumental in this major vic­ 
tory over the forces of New France. He was therefore subsequently endowed with the title, 
commissioned a colonel, and given authority to raise and command a regiment of regulars 
in the British line.

In the year following his death in 1759, Lady Pepperrell built, at Kittery Point, Maine 
that house in which she would live for her remaining thirty years. Built as a monument 
to the man, his fortune, and his title, it is unquestionably a reflection of the anglo- 
philia of this lady who insisted upon being recognized as Lady Pepperrell even after the 
success of the revolution made the title null and void, and who imported the workmen from 
England itself to actually erect the house.

Built here at the northern limit of that area around the Piscataqua River which bisects 
the nearby city of Portsmouth, New Hampshire, it is another fine example of the regional 
architecture classified by that River's name.
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buildings contribute to the national significance of this site other than the Lady 
Pepperrell House itself.
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