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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Santa Fe Federal Building was completed in 1922 from plans prepared
in 1920 by the Treasury Department. The main facade of the building is
187" and the building is 96' deep. The structure consists of a partial
basement which is used for mechanical equipment and storage, a ground
floor which was originally the post office, and a second floor which was
used for offices. The design of the building is the Pueblog/étyle which
copies the design elements of the Indian adobe house. The main facade
of the structure is one story with nine foot wide covered walkways
surrounding open courtyards and connecting the structural elements to
each other. Two open courts, each 38' square, are on either side of a
two story central wing. . The courts are flanked by one story projecting
wings at each of the side elevations of the building. The plan is
symmetrical about the east west axis and the main facade faces east.

] T mens -
The concrete frame building if faced with brick and covered with stucco
to. simulate the mud plastering of the true adobe structure.  Wood beams
in the interior ceilings lie below the poured slab of the floor above.

Windows throughout the building are wood casement. Detailing of the '

‘structure is careful to represent the adaption of the early adobe
"buildings of the area with projecting round log vigas, rounded parapet,
and walls with blunt angles. The building adapts itself well to the
overall streetscape of the city. :
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The plans prepared by the Treasury Department in 1920 for the new

post office at Santa Fe carefully took into consideration the character
of the city as expressed through its architecture.. At a period when
most federal buildings were being designed in the classic styles, this
structure employed the Pueblo architectural style. Because the adjacent
buildings are one story adobe or stuccoed structures, the post office
design employsthe architectural elements of scale and the fabric of

the surrounding structures by the introduction of a nine foot covered
walkway across the front of the building Surrounding each of two open
courtyards. The interplay of one and two story elements, flat foofs,
rounded parapets, small towers and varying ceiling heights are successful
attempts to imitate the pueblo dwellings of the Indians. The main
facade of the building is broken by the rhythm of the columns which
further enhances the scale of the building and its relationship to the
surrounding native structures.

The original post office facilities have been removed from the structure |
but the building continues to serve as office space for federal offices
and is a valuable element in the overall fabric of the architectural
style and flavor of the city.
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