


NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable)

The Wiliiani E. Alden House is significant for its association with
the town's late- n century real estate dev/elopment and. its
adaptation of the familiar gabie-front form to the Queen Anne style.
It meets National Register criteria A and C at the local level and
retains integrity of setting, location, materials, workmanship,

design, feeling, and association. The boundaries indicated on the

attached assessors map are those of current ownership.
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AH IE:ILMLSI H Describe inportant architectural features and eval uate in terns of
other burldngs v?\tlhmt ecorm?nnfty. PO

This i s a handsome and wel| preserved exanple of a Victorian style house with Qieen Anne over-
tones. More el aborate and nmore original inplan and design than the typical mddle class
Victorian style of the period, i tisless inposing than larger, grander houses such as the

AM Cheney House on Chestnut Street (form #C-323). Victorian inits somewhat vertical Iines,
the house has a broad sweeping roof, ornamental panels and sone shingle siding which are typical
ly associatedwith the Queen Anne style. |tsturned porch posts and balusters are also of

the Queen Anne style. Oher features such as the asymmetrical design and the conmplexity of the
roofline are common to both styles. The-board and batten carriage house, with cupola and
facade balcony is of the sane style and nakes a significant contribution to the historic
feeling of the setting.

H%ISZR@LSG\IHON*CE Explain the role omers played inlocal or state history and how the
building relates to the devel opnent o{ the conmmret% y

This house was bhuilt as the home of Wlliam E Alden, Jr., who with his father, Wlliam S
Al den, ran a grocery and dry goods business on Main Street i n dobe Village. The store was
| ocated i nthe Alden Block (form #A-148) (1878-1888), a fine high style Victorian conmmercial
bl ock which they had built. | twas the only brick commercial block i n dobe Village.

The construction of this house was part of the earliest devel opnent of this section of
Ham I ton Street. In 1878, shortly before it was built, only the church next door and a small
house to i t s east were standing here. The land across the street fromit remined undevel oped
until the early-20th century.
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