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1. Name of Property
historic name Wood Worged Mill

other names/site number

2. Location

street & number South Union and Merrimack greets n/g not for publication
city or town Lawrence n/o vicinity

state Massechustts code MA  county. Essex code 009 zip code 01843

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this H'nominatlon
« request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties In the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth In 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
H'meets ¢ does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant
« nationally « statewide slocally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

signature of certifying offlclal/Brona Simon, State Historic Preservation Officer Date

Massachusetts Historical Commission. State Historic Preservation Office
State or Federal agency and bureau

n my opinion, the property » meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)
Signature of certifying official/Title Date
State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
I, heraoy certify that this property Is; ignature of the Keeper Date of Action
rentered In the National Register
« See continuation sheet.
« detennined eligible for the
National Register
« See continuation sheet.
« determined not eligible for the
National Register
« removed from the
National Register
« other (explain):



Wood Worsted Mill
Name of Property

5. Classification
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
X_ private building(s)
public-local X district

public-State _ site
public-Federal __structure
object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" If property Is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from Instructions)

INDUSTRY / manufacturing facility

7. Description
Architectural Classification

(Enter categories from instructions)

LATE VICTORIAN/Romanesque Revival

Narrative Description

Essex. Massachusetts
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do notinclude previously listed resources Inthe count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
2 0 _building
0 sites
structures
objects
0 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

N/A

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

VACANT/NOT IN USE

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation CONCRETE. BRICK

walls BRICK

STONE: granite
roof SYNTHETIC: rubber membrane
Other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

The Wood Worged Mill is located on an gpproximatey 21-ecre Ste in Lawrence, MA, dong the southem berk of the
Merimack River opposte the North Cand Higtoric Didtrict.  Sgperated from the river by a cand wak, the complex is
bounded on the west by South Union Sirest and extends eedt for two-and-one-half city blocks dong Mearimack Streat.
The Ayer Mill is Stuated west of the Wood Worgted Mill on the oppodite sde of South Union Stredt, and the Pecific Mill

is Stuated wes of the remaining portion of the dorehouse The complex currently indudes the Wood Worded Mill

(including the Office Section, and Sections D, E, and F) and a portion of the Sorehouse  Initially condructed between

1906 and 1909, the Wood Worged Mill complex remans a dominant fixture aong the dregscapes of Merimack ad

South Union Strests and along the southern bank of the Mearrimack River in Lavrence. The complex's origina desgn

induded a neer duplicate of the existing Wood Worged Mill Building to the north; and a powerhouss, codsheds ad

dyehouseto the southeedt. The Sze of the mill complex done was something that hed never before been executed in an
indudrid setting. The complex was 9 massive, in fact, that it was dubbed by the ditizens of Lamrence as "the eighth

wonder of the world." The building Sands six dories in height with a partidly expossd besement on the river devation
(the besamant levd dong the dreat devations is not exposad), sretching 1,300 feet, and housing neatrly 17 milesof ades

The dze of the mill was advantageous for the American Woolen Comparly &s it was desgned to undatake the entire
process of worded manufacturing, from rav wool to finished fabric, therdoy eiminating the nesd to purcheseyam on the
open market.

The extant sections of the Wood Worgted Mill are executed in the Romanesgue Revivd gyle and are condructed mainly

of brick and gdonewith flat rooflines. Asistypicd of indudrid architecture, very little gpplied omamentaion is presat;
however, some detailing adds decordive interest to the building sections, including brick arcaded corbelling, cut granite

slls and bdtoourses brecketed overhanging eaves and dasscaly ingpired exterior entrances. Also typicd of indudtria

achitecture of the @a ae very lage, regularly soeoed windows, which become a prominent feature of each section,

dedgnad to maximize naturd light and ventilation. The regularity of the dze and placement of windowsto address these
needs producad uniformity of design and congadency of each building with its neighbor. Degpite the dectrification of
mills during the late 19* century, daylight remained the primary source of illumination of the manufacturing business as
naturd light wes both chegper and better suiited to the detailed work underteken in the mills,

Today, the Wood Worged Mill (1906-1909), congdting of the Office Section and Sections D, E, ad F, isthe mod visble
and prominent of the remaining buildings assodated with the Wood Worded Mill complex. The building ishighly visble
from both the dregtscapes dong Merimack and South Union Siredts to the south of the complex, ad from the
Merimack River and the northern sedtion of the City of Lavrence The gorehouse (ca 1906-1909), which wes
subgantidly dtered in 2009 through demolition of one-hdf of the Sructure, is located on the eestlean aed of the complex
& afreesanding and independent sructure originally assodated with the Wood Mill.

The Wood Worsted Mill building condgs of four diginct sections  the Office Section; and Sedtions D, E, ad Fin
consecutive order moving essward from South Union Stret. The miill is a red-brick, Romenesgue Revival syle, six-
dory building, 1,300 feet long by 125 feet wide, ad is illuminated by continuous rows of large, predominatdy 99
windows with glazed transoms, and an expandve rooftop monitor.

(continued)
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The office section (Photogrephs 1 and 2) fronts on South Union Sireet. The northwest comer of the office section is
defined by aprojecting corner pavilion, st forward severd feet from the face of the building. This Sx-gory pavilion wes
executed in brick ad is three bays wide. The mog prominent fegture of the tower indudes decorative, horizontd,
recessd fillets on the ssoond floor of the west devation. A par of granite bdtcourses separates the ssoond and third
doaries of the tower. Hoors three through five are recessad and articulated by cut-granite sills on the third gory ad
corbdled bricks aop the fifth gory. The sixth gory is d<0 three bayswide, ad istopped by an arcade of corbdled brick
adhes and a denticulated wooden cornice. Formerly utilized as a Sairtower, the exterior is minimaly articulated with
irregularly goeoced punched openings.  The dixth floor contains an arcade of blind arches insgt with three windows.
Originaly, a duplicate of this festure was located on the now-demalished neighboring mill block. The pavilions were
oconnedted by an arcaded entryway with an enteblature that reeds "Wood Worded Mill" st bdow a monumentd
dasscaly detailed dock face (s atached historic postcard).

The man ssgmat of the west devation of the office section features an arcade of corbdled brick ardhes topped by a
denticulated wooden cornice. Additionally, aheavy granite betcourse runs the length of the seventbay primary portion of
the west devation. A centrd entranceis located on the ssoond floor (one levd aovethe partidly bdow-gradefirst floor)
ad is st benesth arounded-arch brick entry with granite keydones, which are in tum supported by two brick and granite
pilagters 2 benesth an entablature gating "OFFICE." A granite bdtcourse runs dong the length of the devation betwean
the ssoond ad third floors. Window openings are articulated with ardhed lintels and granite sills.

The south devation of the office section condgts of a ninebay brick fafade conddent in desgn and fenedraion with the
wes devation; however, the eegernmodt by is narrower then the res. The regularly goeced vertical bays of windows are
st baween verticd brick piers and are articulated with round-arch brick lintels and granite sills.

The interior of the office section origindly condged of large, open-floor plates, supported by wood and cagt-iron
columns. The building features exposad brick wails, concrete, date, or wood window sills; and exposed wood or cagtiron
columns, beams and decking. Allfloorsof the office section ae currently an open-floor plan. The sixth floor of the
building features arooftop monitor.

Sactions D, E, and F (Photogrephs 2 and 3) of the Wood Worded Mill are sx-story, red-brick, Romenesque Reviva-
dyle sctions, located, in consecutive order, directly esst of the office section of the building, running over a quarter mile
esdwad dong Mearimack Street. The south devation of these sections congds of 33(Section D), 42(Section E), ad
45(Section F), regularly goecad bays extending dong Merimack Sirest. The regularity of the pier and oandrd
condruction on the south devaions of Sedtions D, E, and F of the Wood Worged Mill is broken by three devator/dair
towers, ad is further defined by narrow granite bands and inset brick, giving the gppearance of quoining. Additiondly,
degpite some dteration of the entry doors, cast-gone, sngle- and double-rounded arches acoentuate the entry points. The
extended height of each tower, detaled with atower-like crendlated comice and overhanging eaves defines each section
adong the 1,300 foot fafade on Merrimack Strest. The only entrances dong this devation ae located & the second-fioor
leved (one levd above the reexposed first floor) of esch Sairtower bay, podtioned & the bese of the brick gar towers,
defined by narrow granite bands and inst brick giving the gopeasrance of quoins  In eech dartower, a wide brick
gandrd pend is &t bdow alarge, rounded-arch window, topped by subgantid granite, round-arch hood, and impost

(continued)
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blocks The regularly soeced vertica bays of windows are st between verticd brick piers and are articulated with round-
ach brick lintds and granite slls. A sx-gory recessed bay sgparates the office section from Sedtion D, credting a
phydcd distinction between the two portions of the complex. A wide brick spandrd pand is st bdow a large, round
arch window, topped by subgtantid granite, round-arch hood, and impog blocks.

The north devation of Sedtions D, E, and F eaech consg of regularly soeosd window openings The most prominent
festure of the north devation is the series of ssgmented brick buttresses running the length of the office section and
Saction D portions of the fafade. Extending up the entire height of the building, esch ssgmat of the buttress is
aticulated by a granite cap.  The north devaion gopears as a continuous wall of windows st in a pier-and-goendrd
condruction. The feasturdess devation is broken only by two sets of wrought-iron fire escgpes and saverd bricked-in
vertical bays which connected this dde of the origina mill to the now-demalished Sections A, B, ad C via covered
pesssoes over former our tracks. This devation featuresrounded-arch brick lintelsand granite sills. Many aess of the
first floor have bean obscured with the addition of concrete block and wood- frame loading dodks and mechanicd rooms
Severd modem loading docks, with garage doors and  entrance vestibules, have elso bean added to the north devetion of
Ssdtions D, E, ad F.

The eedt devation of the building, located a the eest ed of Section F, is anine-bay devation consging of intermittent
vertical window baysand tall blind arches The windows elong this devation are a 99 window configuration st benegth
a gx-pane transom, smilar to those found on the north and south devations of the building. A dnglegory metd shed hes
bean added dong the beee of this Sde of the building.

The interior of Section D is under condruction &s resdentia lofts. Sections E and F are presently vecant.  All three
sctions contain large, open floor plates supported by wood and cag-iron columns. The building sections festure exposd
brick walls, concrete, date, or wood window sills, and exposed wood or cast-iron columns, bearms and decking.

The gorehouse (Photographs 3 and 4), located a the far eest exd of the mill complex, is a laige sevendoary brick
dructure, featuring sporadicaly gpeoad 10-light arched awning windows st within recessed, round arched baystheat run
the entire height of the building. The sorehouse wes historicdly sgperated into four distinct ssctions, two of which have
ben demdlished, all of smilar sze. Though the exterior of the building gopears continuous throughout the various
stions of the dorehouse, the building contains two individual sections divided by firewdls. This building wes
connected to the ed of Section C of the Wood Mill (no longer extant) via a former ovaheed pesssgevey. The
daeiorated ded frame of this pesssgewvay which extended from the gorehouse to the roof of the power house
(demdlished in 2009), and over the cod hads (demoalished in 2009) was removed in 2009. Two sedtions on the south ed
of the gorehouse were removed in 2009.

The man mill building remans an impressive 1,300-foot-long, sx-gory worded mill that hed induded a sscond
manufacturing building of nearly the same dimendons pardld to the extant Office and Sections D, E, and F and separated
by a narow courtyard. This mill block, which induded Sections A, B, ad C, was demdlished in 1956, dmog
immediatdy following the American Woolen Company’s merger with Textron, Inc. of New York. Thetwo primary

(continued)
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blocks of the Wood Mill were atached viaarichly detailed, multi-story connector dong South Union Srest. The two
dructures were ds0 dtached & three junctures by ovehead covered bridgedpesssgevays The powahouse ad
codsheds, condructed in ca 1906-1909 a the eedam ad of the Ste, ware demalished in 2009. The dorehouss, d<0
condructed inca 1906 - 1909 a the esdan ad of the dte, was d0 partidly demolished in 2009. Additiondly, a
trgpezoidd dhgpad, snglegtory dyehouse, located just north of the former Section C dong the edge of the Marimack
River, wes demadlished in 1956. A ralroad sour that dretched west off of Merimack Srest sarviced the mill complex.
The tracks, now removed or buried bdow agphdt, extanded north to the Ste of the former gorehouse and the codsheds
and wed into the courtyard arested by thetwo main blocksof the mill (sse atached historic aerid photograph).

Archasological Description

While no andent Native American Stes are known on the mill property, Stes may be present. Fourteen andent dtes are

known in the genard area (within one mile). Environmentd characterigtics of the property reoresent locationd criteria
(dope, soil drainage, proximity to wetlands) that are favorablefor the presence of Native Stes The mill occupies a leve

to moderaidy doping terrace on the south bank of the Merrimack River. Soilsin the areaare currently dassfied as urben

land that indudes arees where S0ils have baemn dtered or obscured by urban works and dructures. Buildings, industrid

aress, pavad aress and railroad yards cover more then 75% of the land surface. Propaties and characteridics of soils in
the area are vaidble. Prior to higtoric land use of the areg, soils may have been ssndy ad well drained. Given the

information presanted ebove and the extent of indudrid land ue in the areg, alow potentia exids for locating sgnificant
andent Native American resources on the mill property.

A high potentid exigts for locating historic archaeologicd resources on the mill property. Structura evidence may survive
from a second manufacturing building originally located to the north and pardld with the existing mill building near the
river. The mill block described ebove wes damdlished in 1956, Similar evidence mey d<o survive from a dyehouse

originaly located north of the former mill Section C, dong the edge of the Merrimack River. That mill building wes o

demdished in 1956, Structurd evidence may survive from amdler outbuildings thaa may have been present.

Archaeological evidence of occupationd-rdated fegtures (trash pits, privies, wells), espedidly indudtrid trash depodts,

may a0 exig around existing and former mill buildings.

(end)
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8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria

(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

_X_ A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
cur history.

_ B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

x_C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and

distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Essex, Massachusetts
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITECTURE
COMMERCE

COMMUNITY PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT
INDUSTRY

Period of Significance

1906-1955

Significant Dates
1912

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Cultural Affiliation

N/A

Architect/Builder
Charles T. Main Company

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS): HPCA 21,447

preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested
previously listed in the National Register
previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering Rec#

Primary location of additional data:

X State Historic Preservation Office
Other State agency
Federal agency
_ Local government
University
__ Other
Name of repository:
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Wood Worded Mill complex, condructed between 1906 and 1909, is significant as a well-preserved, monumentd

Romanesue Revivd-gyle worded textile mill.  Origindly twice its current dze, the Wood Worded Mill is 1,300 feet

long and 9x dories in height with apartidly exposed besamat on the river Sde. The massive mill building looms over

the Merrimack River and Merrimack Sireet, and remains one of the largest miills inthe City of Lawvrence. The primary
mill building presently consds of four sections - the office section and Sedtions D, E, and F. A remnant portion of a
soondary support building, the store house, is d<o located on the dte. The Wood Worgted Mill retains its integrity of
location, design, setting, materids, workmanship, feding, and assodaion.  The Wood Worged Mill complex is digible
for listing in the National Regider of Historic Haoes under Criterion A for its assodaion with the Great Lanvrence Strike
of 1912 ad for its asodaion with William Madison Wood and the American Woolen Compary; ad Criterion Cesa
wdl-presarved example of a Romanesgue Reviva-style woolen mill in the City of Lawrence, ad is sgnificant & the
locd leve.

The mill wes desgned by the Bogonbesed Chales T. Main Company, an architectura and enginesring firm noted for
their numerous manufacturing and hydro-dectric facilities throughout New England inthe late 19¢ century and first half
of the 20* century. Among the properties in Massachusattsdesgned by Charles T. Main are the Smith & Dove Hax Mill
in Andover, MA (1894), the Dwight Manufacturing Compeany in Chicopee, MA (1912-1920), the Stevas Linen Carding
& Hackling Mill in Dudley, MA (1913)(NR pending), and various buildings for the American Woodlen Compary
conglomerate in Lawrence, MA, including the Wood Worged Mill complex. Someof the firm's hydro-eectric endeavors
induded fecilitiesin Rowe, MA (1927), Buckland, MA (1912), and Charlemont, MA (1912).

The Wood Worded Mill complex was origindly assodated with the American Woolen Compeny (AWC), the first
multimillion-dollar textile corporation, during the first half of the 20* century. The AWC, which wes edeblished in 1899,
weas a reault of William Wood's idea to consolidate and combine a number of worded manufacturing facilities into a
sngle wdl-financed and manegad operation. This busnesstrend became more popular during the late 19 century asthe
"bigger is better" philosophy behind the newly formed conglomerates trandated into less overdl budness compstition ad
better prices At itspinnacle, the AWC induded atotal of 60 mills with aworkforce of 40,000. The Wood Worded Mill
wes devdoped to produce worded products from raw wool to thefinished product, all within a sngle complex. The
production of worded wool fabric reguires a sysemdic prooess of rav wool manipulation to create a high-qudity, fine,
lugterous and drong textile, optimal for the manufacture of clothing. Although the AWC was the driving entity benind all
the mills in the conglomerate, including the Wood Worded Mill, each mill complex was ssparatdy dructured to avoid a
drain on the AWC's bottom line.

In addition to its assodaions with the AWC, the Wood Worsted Mill isdso significant for itsrolein the Grest Lanrence
Strike of 1912, commonly referred to s the "Bread and Roses Strike" The employees of the Wood Worged Mill, dong
with the mgjority of the other mills in the City, were involved with the largest and most contentious drikein the history of
the City of Lanrence The actions of the company’s presdent and nemesskefor the Wood Worgted Mill, William Wood,
weare an integrd part of the continuation, as well asthe eventud termination, of the strike.

(continued)
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The City of Lawrence

The present-day city of Lawrence, Massachusetts, gpproximatdy 30 miles from Boston, oocupies a savensguare-miile
territory that was originaly part of Andover and Methuen, and weas once rurd farmlan. 1n 1843, agroup of busnessmen
including Danid Saunders an Andover woolen manufacturer, esablished the Merrimack Water Pover Assodidion ad
s out to hamess the waterpower of the Mearimack for industrid purposes. The Mearimack Waer Power Association
wes the predecessor for the Essex Company, which wiss esteblished in 1845, The Essex Company purchessd 4,313 acres
of land north and south of the Merrimack River from Andover and Methuen landowners and laid out the areain
aocordance with the plans of Essex Company enginer Charles S Storrow, who sarved es director, treesurer, agant, and
chief engineer of the Essex Company and eventudly became Mayor of Lawrence after its edablishment as acity in 1853,
Following the purchese of the land from Andover and Methuen, the Essex Company ssocured the right to devdop ad
lease the waterpowver of theriver.

During the decede following the initid land purchess, the company mede conddereble improvements to Lawrence,

including the congdruction of the Grest Stone Dam (1845), the locks and cand, lumber dock, machine shap, mechanics

tenements ad the Atlantic, Pacific, Pemberton, Duck, and eventudly the Bay Sate Mills. Storrow's drict plan for
Lanrence oriented a grid containing gpproximatdy 60 square blocks to the river and the mill idand formed by the
condruction of the North Cand, where many of the earlie mills were condructed.  Lawrence, named after ane of its
ealiex ad lages invedors Abbott Lanrence a locd busnessman, politician, diplomat, and philanthropist, wes
incorporated as atown in 1845 and edablished as acity in 1853, Thisareaof former farmland hed devdoped into a fully
functioning ad thriving industrial community in less then a decade

Thefinancial panic of 1857 marked the end of the initial indudtrid era and period of growth for the city of Lavrence a
period that saw the populafion swell from 150 resdents (1845) to morethan 17,000 (1860). The Panic of 1857, propdled
by the MexicanrAmerican War and the discovery of gold in Cdifornia in the late-1840s, ended a peariod of economic
progperity and causad a sudden downturn of the economy and agenard recesson that left meny struggling until the onsst
of the 1860s The period following the Civil War up to the Great Lanrence Strike of 1912 saw the mog significant
inaease in the gze of the workforce, mill buildings, and compeny dructures. By the tum of the century, conglomerates,
mod notably the AWC, dominated the once-decantraized ownership of the mills in the city. Asthe companies expanded,
indudtrid devdopment in Lawrence was no longer confined to the North Cand areaof the city, but spilled to the southamn
banks of the Mearimack as well. Encoureged by protective tariffs on imported cloth, new technological devdopments
messimarket potentid, and an initial Civil War demand, Lawrence became the world'sleeder of worsted woolen products

and goods

The empheds on long-fiber worsted goods ws popularized in the 1860s during the Civil War. Imported machingy from
France and England propeled the growth of worgted production, and in combination with the diversification of the textile
indugtry during the post-Civil War era, demand wes deedy until the degpresson of 1893, when al the miills in the City
oeeeed production because of the reduction of protective tariffs, and the rising popularity of imported goods  Recovary
over the following years saw apesk of wages and output in 1909, just after the completion of the AWC's Wood Worded
Mill, and the height of the conglomerate firms' influence over the indudlry.

(continued)
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Incor poration of the Mill

The Wood Worged Mill complex wes initially assodated with the AWC, the first multimillion-dollar textile corporation,
during the first quarter of the 20th century. The AWC wes the cregtion of William Madison Wood, the son of poor
Portuguee immigrantswho  would eventudly become ane of Newv  England's wedthiest men.

After the sudden death of his father. Wood went looking for full-time work in his hometown of Newv Bedford, to hdp
upport his family. He found employment as an office boy in New Bedford'sfirst, and most successful, textilemiill, the
Wamauita Mills. After afew other accounting positions. Wood took jobs in the offices of severd textilemills in nearby
Fdl River. Sevard years later. Wood would take his many yearsof experience to the Washington Mills, aong the North
Cad in Lawvrence

Frederick Ayer of Lowell was one of the wedthies men in New England and was a descendatt of some of the  earliet

stlers Ayer acquired his fortunewith his brother by founding the JC. Ayer Compeany of Lowell, which speddized in

the manufacture and sdle of patent medicines JC. Ayer hed invested unsuccesstully in other Lawrence textile mills.

When helogtwo million dollars after the fall of the Bay State Mills, Frederick, suspicious of a shamefor collgpse by the
firm's sdlling house, purchased the miills & auction, tore them down, sold the dld equipment, and built anew modem mill,

known &s the Washington Mills, in their deed. When Ayer went looking for qualified men to run the mill, he found
William Wood.

In addition to managing the Washington Mills, Wood's bond with Ayer was further solidified when he married Ayer's
deughter, Ellen. Although Ayer was the mill's owner. Wood maneged and operated the mills. 1t was Wood who worked

16-18 hour daystrying to pull the mill out of daxt after the tariff laws of 1894 hurled the textile indudtry into atailspin.

After the reped of the onerous tariff laws, the Washington Mills finally showed aprofit. Taking advantage of the podtive
devdopment, Wood enliged the backing of his father-in-law, and maneged to tak eight other mill ownas into

consolidating the mills into a Sngle entity to be known as the American Woolen Company.  1n 1899, & thefirst megting

of the board of the AWC, Ayer was named presdent and Wood estreesurer.

At its grestes point, the AWC induded atotd of 80 mills with a workforce of 40,000. When the AWC &bsorbad the

Waghington Mills in 1899, a subgtantid building campaign commencad throughout the city, introducing an entirdy new
aa of devdopmant in Lawvrence 1n 1906, Wood dedided to condruct a new mill acrass the Merimack River from the

Washington Mills. Although the AWC was the driving entity behind all the mills in the conglomerate Woaod carefully
kept Al of the mill complexes sgparate from one ancther to avoid adrain on the overdl company bottom line. When a
new mill was condructed or added to the firm, profitsfrom the new enterprise were kept sgperate fromthe AWC  in order

to cary over profitsto pay off daats incurred for congtruction or equipment purcheses. As such, each mill complex was
under the AWC, but was an autonomous entity.

Built inrecord time, the Wood Worged Mill (so named by the board of directors in honor of Wood's recant gppointment
& the preddatt of the firm after Ayer's degth in 1905) was in operation by April 1906. Known by the people of
Lanrence as "the eighth wonder of the world" dueto itslarge Sze, the building was designed to hande the manufacture

(continued)
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of woadl from its raw date to finished fabric. The Wood Worgted Mill symbolized the erals commitment to maximized
production, intense competition and corporate consolidation. The mill dso produced yarn for its own looms and those of
other AWC mills, which until then hed hed to purchase yarn on the open market.  This innovative exdnange of yan
between the AWC mills wes a significant cog-savings mesalrefor the company.

The Wood Worgted Mill weas aved six-gtory structure with 30 aores of floor goece. Seventeen miles of aides were lined
with 230,000 spindes ad 1470 looms. In anticipation of neading to kegp track of the 7,000 operatives that who be
employed a the mill, Wood trained supervisors and agants a the Washington Mills.  1n 1906, he amply trandferred the
trainess to the Wood Worded Mill and operations went smoothly.

Worged Wod Production

The manufacture of worded fabric a the Wood Worgted Mill required thousands of skilled and unskilled workers over the
ocourse of its 49year higory. The proocess from ddivery of rav wool, dong the labyrinth of rail gours to the shipment of
fine, finished goods was undartaken in a complex process that was completed from dart to finish within the Wood
Worged Mill.

The worded sygem of manufacturing yarn is not entirdy different from that utilized to process pure woolen yam.
Throughout the process of worded yam manufacture, the fibers of the raw materid ae mechanicdly aranged in order to
produce a mare symmetrical and pardld threed then the raw wool. The unique dructure of worded yam mekesit
invauable in the production of textile fabrics. Luster and uniformity of surface are its diginguishing characteridics The
method in which it is prooessd dlows it to be cgpable of sugtaining mare tension, in proportionto 9ze and thickness
then the pure woolen yam. This characterigic, combined with its ludrous quality, gives worded yam a preeminat
podition in the manufacture of fine coating and dressmaking fabrics.

While many formsof wool require that the fiber undergo a gpinning process, the production of worded woal follows a
dightly different path. After the initid preparaions of opening and cleaning, scouring and drying, etc., the wool, rather

than going directly into a spinning process isfirst combed in acarding process The purpose of the combing isto remove
ay short and brittle fibersfrom the wool. This leaves only the longer drands of the fiber to undergo the spinning process

producing a smoath yam that possesses a higher durability.  Finally, the wool undergoes the spinning process ether by

the Bradford or the French System, the sydem utilized a the Wood Worded Mill.  The Bradford Sygem is mede from
long, coarse, draight, lustrous wool wheressin the French Sygem yam is mede from finer, shorter, curly wool. Although

yams from both sydems are even in diameler and grong, they differ principdly inthat Frendhrsoun yams are softer ad
loftier in texture than the rather solid Bradford-gpun yams.

Owing to the drength of wool that undergoes the worsting process, the fibers can be woven into a finer materid thet is
more wrinkle resgant than meany other fabric choices This makes this smooth wool an ided choice for gaments that
need to hold their shgpe and aesse well. Worsted wool hes been a popular choice for men's trousers plested skirts for
women, ad both men's alits and oot jackets. Because worded wool is 0 duradle, it dries very well and dso drgpes
eadly, making it an ided fabricfor anumber of different gaments

(continued)
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Utilization of the Mill (1911)

Although use of portions of the Wood Worded Mill changed over its short 46-year higtory, the following is a sngphat of
the Wood Worded Mill & the height of its operation, in the year before the Greet Lawrence Strike of 1912,

Thefirst floor of Section A (no longer extant, razed in 1956) wes utilized for combing (the proocessof pulling dl fibers in
the sare direction) and gilling (the final and finest Sep in the combing process). Carding (a medhenized proosss of
preparing divers of wool for the drawing process) was underteken on the ssoond floor, while weaving wes done on the
third floor. The fourth and fifth floors housed drawing (the process of pulling wool onto rollers) and twisting (the twisting
of threedsto meke yarn) regpectively; and finally, spinning (the final spinning process to meke yarn) wes done on the
gxthfioor of Section A.

The besamant levd of Section B (no longer extant, razed in 1956) induded the fan room and cloth hanging. Thefirst

fioor wes utilized for shipping and dry finishing (the finishing of dyed fabrics). The ssoond floor wes used for yan
dressing (the prooess of Szing the yarn), while the third floor wes employed for weaving. The fourthfl oorwes usd for
drawing, and the fifth fioor winding (the process of winding yam onto bobbins, cones or tubes) and beaming (transferring

yam from the cones to the loom). Finally, the sixth fioor of Section B was usad for spinning.

Thefirst floor of Section C (no longer extant, razed in 1956) wes utilized for cloth sngeing (remova of fuzzyfibersfrom
the doth by pasang it over aflame),drying, and finishing. The ssoond floor wes st agdefor wool scouring (washing the
wool cloth to remove greese ad dirt) and drying, while the third floor housed weaving. The fourth floor wes used for
drawing, the fifth floor usad for Sorage, and the sixth floor of Section C weas used for spinning.

The Office Section of the Wood Worgted Mill housed the various office and business operationsof the mill.

The first floor of Section D wes used for combing. The ssoond floor indluded carding, and the third floor houssd the
French drawing operations of the mill.  The fourth and flfth floors of Section D were both used for mule spinning (the
process of gpinning yam onto spindles), while the sixth floor houssd twisting and winding operations.

The first fioor of Section E was desgneted for receiving, yarn shipping, and the mechanical department. The ssoond,

third, and fourthfl oorsof Section E housed additiond French drawing operations and spinning, while the fifth floor hed
twigting and winding operations. The sixth floor induded burling (the remova of imperfections in the cloth by hand) ad
further winding operations

Thefirst fioor of Section F was utilized for wool washing, whilethe ssoond fioor housed wood bleaching operations, the
wede houss, and woolen carding.  The third fioor induded the drawing-in room (the drawing in of warp threedsto the
hamess=s) and additiona French drawing operations.  The fourthfl oorwes utilized for French spinning, and the fifth and
gxthfloorsof Section Fwere usad for wool sorting (the separation of different qualities of wool fleeces).

(continued)
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The powerhouse (no longer extant, razed in 2009) contained: the boilers, located in the primary, four-gtory section of the
building; a garage areg, located in the northern dngle-dtory addition; and an engine room ad generdtor, which were
located in the wesem dl of the building. The four-gtory, T-shgped, red-brick building contained severd amdl, sngle-
dory additions on the north and south 9des of the building, dl added prior to 1911.  The utilitarian building festured pier-
and-goendrd  congruction with regularly soeced fenedtration on dl devations. The mogt prominent feeture wes the pair of
dde-by-gde anokedacks that rosewdl above the roof of the building.

The dnglegtory coalsheds (no longer extant, rezed in 2009) contained cod dorage goece for the mill complex, ad a
barrd dorege annex, located just north of the primary footprint of the codsheds The pair of one-dory, dightly pitched
roof, dongated, gabled sections was s2t directly next to one another.  Historically, the codsheds were condructed of
reinforced concrele, a relatively modern form of congtruction for mill buildings during the early 20* century, but were
dad in duminum sding in the late 20* century.

The gorehouse (partidly razed in 2009) wes sgparated into four smilarly szed holding gpeces and were condructed to
house and dore the wool processed & the Wood Worsted Mill complex.

The dyehouse, atrgpezoidd-shgped masonty building (no longer extant, razed in 1956), located just north of Section C of
the main mill building of the complex, was ussd for dyeing purposes for the newly processad worsted wool products of
the mill.

Operatives of the Mill
Great Lanvrence Strike ("Bread and Roses Strike")of 1912

Throughout its industrid devdopment during the 19% century, the city of Lanrence had obsaved and exparienced a
decidedly low levd of union activity. All of the industrid manufacturing facilities in the city, incuding the Wood
Woarged Mill, continued uninterrupted production and manufacturing until January 11, 1912, when the Grest Lanrence
Strike of 1912 began. The efforts of women in the Lawrence gtrike are extremdy noteworthy in that not only werethey
ome of the most vocd mambass of the gtrike, they were do ane of the groups that initiated the first wave of walk-outs
after recaiving their reducad paychecks on January 11*. Later referred to as the "Bread and Rosss Strike! after apoem by
the same title paned by James Oppenhaim, that wes induded in the pro-labor anthology. The Cry For Jugtices An
Anthology of the Literature of Socid Protest, edited by Upton Sindlair, the editor connected the imagary of breed ad
rosss to the druggle of women in Lawvrence during the Strike of 1912 and put the so-cdled "Great Lamrance Strike of
1912 firmly in the country's consdousness

By 1912, the city of Lawrence had dhanged and evolved dramaticdly from its founders origind design and dructure
Snce its esablishment as acity, its population hed swdled to 86,000 people, with neaerly 90% mede up of immigrants or
their offspring. Because there wes a deedy dream of available laborers arriving in Lanrence, the mill owners expended
their various indugtria operations throughout the city by taking advantage of the dreams of new resdents in order to
increese both production and profit. Asthe exigting mills expanded, new mills began to spring up throughout the city.

(continued)
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Workes continued to flood Lawrence, ad eventudly neighborhoods became overwhdmingly cowded.  The
trandormations ssen in Lawrence fuded growing tendons between the city's mill owners and their workers. By theed

of the 19¢ century, the sngle-family dwelings that hed bean congructed according to the origind plans of Abbott
Lanvrence and Charles Storrow of the Essex Compeany could not accommodate the tens of thousands of new mill workers
that whofloodingthe city. Therefore, multi-storied houses were rapidly and hurriedly built on every avalade parcd of
land, and as mary families as possble were soueezed into the leest amount of livable goece

Working and living conditions during this period were extremdy dire, with entire families struggling to survive on their
weges The mill workers were forced to work in strenuous conditions, for up to 56 hours per week. In additionto the
rigors of long working hours, the living conditionswithin the various neighborhoods of Lamrence illudrated just how dire
the Stuation hed become for the workers. Sdaries were meeger, with weekly pay for unskilled laborers averaging $6 per
wek in the city, mog of which hed to be saved for rent, with little to goere for other necessties  Inadequete living
conditions, dissase and manutrition were a condant druggle for most workers in Lavrence during this period. These
conditions were in sharp contradt to those seen by the mill owners and investors who were accumulating unimagingble
fortunes. Accordingly, the reationship between the workers and their multi-millionaire mill owners wes extremdy
drained.

The Grest Lamrence Strike of 1912 wes a reault of the date legidature's reduction in the dlowable working hours for
women and children from 56 par wesk to no more than 54 par wesk. Because the miills could not operate without a full
workforce, (i.e. men could not do their jobs without women and children d<o a the mills). Wood ad other Lanrence miill
owners indituted the reduction to men as well as women and children.  Furthermore, the conglomerates underdanding
ad interpretation of the newly pessed legidation wes that this reduction in hours would &so require areduction in pay.
As areault, on Jnuary 11, workers cried foul when their paychecks were less than the expected amount.

The initiation for the strike in Lawrence was not indtituted by a wdl-esablished labor union or group, but rather wes the
undertaking of an entire city of workersthat had to overcome a number of barriers, including the barrier of languege, in
order to work toward the god of better weges and treatment in the mills. For years, the mill owners of Lawrence hed
taken aggressve gepsto ensure that organized labor unions were not established, even going 0 far as to fire employess
who voiced their opinions about the oppressive working conditions and those who sought better trestment. Furthermore,
the mill owners encouraged and aggravated nationd, ethnic, and religious prejudices to further divide the diverse groups
of workers employed in their mills.  In particular, the ownars paid better wages to English-gpesking immigrants, than
non-English spesking immigrants forcing tenson bewean the two groups. Up until 1912, these geps hed shidded the
mill owvners and their operations from any lengthy or successful drike atempts However, in January of 1912, the first
group of workers recaved their deducted paychecks, and thus garted the arduous drikein the city of Lamvrence

Immediaidy following the pessageof the new labor law in January 1912, the extant membas of the Indudtrid Workers of
the World (IWW) sat aletter to Wood as presdent of the AWC asking how wageswould be affected unde the new law,
but Wood did nat reply. With no reponse from the AWC, the IWW publically noted that the reduction in weges would
meen the loss of three loaves of breed from atypical Lanrence family'sdiet eechweek. On the aftemoon of January 11,

(continued)
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a group of workers invited Josgph Ettor, an Executive Board mambar of the IWW, to come to Lamrence to assid ina
drike.

The IWW hed bemn trying to organize labor in Lavrence dnce 1907, but only hed about 300 mambas by 1912

(Smilarly, the American Federation of Labor's United Textile Workers hed only 208 Lanrence mambas a thetime.)

The IWW wes formed in Chicago in 1905, but unlike traditiona labor unions of the time, the IWW  begen organizing

minority workers including wormen, people of color, immigrants and unskilled workers into one union by type of indusry
rather than individua craft (within the mills). Asareault of its philosophy to acoept al, people of color and women took
leedarship ralesin the IWW and urged its mambars to damand working-class power over employers.

Ettor, who gooke English, Itdian, and Polish fiuently, aggressvdy led the formation of a drike committee among
representatives of each nationdity in the mills. The committee, which met every morning, devdoped damandsof a 15%
weage inareesefor the new 54 hour work week, double timefor overtime work and no retdiation agang striking workers
Strike lesflets were didtributed around the city, resulting in the Mayor ordering the local militiato patrol the drests around
the mills to try to kegp the peace Dexpite the threat of violence, maesspicketing, followed by messaress, begen during
thefirst wesk of the strike. Demondraions a mills became violent, and the date militia and police ware cdled in.

Newspgpars from around the country covered the strike. Relief committees, soup kitchens, and food didtribution Sations
weare formed to asdg striking families, supported by fundsraisad from dl over the United Siates es areault of the media
ocovaage Interest from acrossthe country was high as this was the first time large numbears of unskilled and unorganized

foreign-bom workers organized into what gopeared to be asudaned drike,

On January 29, Ettor leed a massve march of striking workers from the Lawrence Common through the business didrict
ad around sevard mill complexes including the Wood Mill. That same day, afemae striker wes killed three miles avay
by police breeking up a picket line. Although dearly nat presat & the time of the shooting, Ettor wesjailed for eght
months after being cherged with acoessory to murder for inciting violence rdated to the shooting.  After the arest of
Ettor and another IWW  leeder, martid lawv was indituted and all public medtings were dedared illegal.  Although the
ares of Ettor and other leedarswas amed a disrupting the drike, the IWW  amply brought in new leedersincluding Bill

Haywood, William Trautman, Elizabeth Gurley, and Carlo Tresca Immediatdly upon Haywood's arriva in Lanrence, a
crowd of 25,000 grikers gathered on the Lanrence Common for arally.

Haywood directed grikers to continue the strike usng passive redstance, which, among other tactics, took on the form of
edesspicket lines Groups of drikers would lock ams on ddewaks in front of busnesses When police broke up the
lines, cowds of drikers would smply move in ad out of gores not buying anything. To further their point,
goproximatdy 120 children were sant to New York City on February 10* to gay with sympathetic families, a dramatic
meeareto draw support from the public. Severd wesks later, a ssoond group of children wes st to New York City and
paraded down Fifth Avenue with banners before going to their foser homes  After this public digplay, children were
forbidden by the dected leedership to leave the city of Lawrence Two wesks later, agroup of 150 children, with their

(continued)



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet woad worsied MIH

Lawrence (Es=x), MA
Section number 8 Page 9

mothers arived a thetrain gation en route to Philaddphia Police surrounded the gtation and physicaly, someimes with
clubs, dataned the women and children, forcing someinto waiting military trucks, and arresting others

The dagh & the railroad gation betwean children and police was the mgjor turning point in the srike. Congressfinally
took action when protess from all over the United Sates reeched dected officials in Washington, DC, ad after
nevgoepe and magazine artides were published about the incident.  Congressman Victor Berger of Wiscondn ad
Congressmen William Wilson of Pennsylvania, who would become the first Secretary of Labor, cdled for a congressond
investigation. In early March, the House Committee on Rules convened, taking tetimony from mill workers, mery of
whom were children. The investigation even drew the atention of Presdent Taft's wife, who atended the hearings
Later, Presdant Taft would order an investigation into industria conditions across the country.

During the gtrike, William Wood, ane of the most wedthy and well-known mill owners in the city, wes cadt in the light of
a"'robber baron.” Wood bacame the scapegoet for the rioting worker dassin Lawrence At thetime of the drike, of the
86,000 resdents of Lawrence, 86% were immigrants, many from Italy, Lithuania, Poland, and Syria, who brigled againgt
the older immigrant groups from Scotland, England, Irdand, and Caneda Although Wood dso came from a poor
background, his world hed never incdluded living in tenements and triple-deckersin the beck dleys of dums and making,
on average, $0.16/hour, meking him uneble to rdate to their concerns

Due to his gature. Wood became a lightning rod for all that was wrong with the textile busnessin Lavrence. In an
atempt to discredit the mill owners in the press, drikers planted explosves in a Syrian tenemeant inlate January 1912, ad
Wood wes implicated in the plot to harm gtriking workers. The plot wes broken up by the police but nat until after Wood

wes indicted on congpiracy charges  Hewas eventudly acquitted of dl chargesin ajury tria in June 1913 after the guilty

paties confessed.  After his indictment and following the Congressond invedtigation, Wood meg with the drike

committee. Concarned over the mounting public oppostion, the AWC reluctantly cameto an agreamatt with the striking

workers on March 9* with raises ranging from 20%for the lowest paid workersto 5% for the highest. Inaddition, there

would be an additiond 25% promised for al overtime. By the ed of March, the res of the Lanrence mills d

conceded. On March 30, 1912, the children sentto New  York City returned to Lawrence.

Oper ation of the Mills

Within a few years of the Great Lanrence Strike of 1912, and following the end of World Wer |, the AWC, under the
direction of Wood and his son, William ., who had mgored in sociology & Harvard College, esablished a number of
company wefare programs including a day-care nursery, a summea camp, socid and athletic organizations, and an
employegs nens magezine  1n 1919, the Homesteed Assodiation was edablished to dlow employess to buy company
houses a& cost.  Changes such as these, dong with wege incresses, mdlowed the tempearamant of the operatives who
dowly warmed to Wood's leedership once again.

(continued)
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During the war years the AWC profited. Wood, who could aways ssam to predict the future, hed encouraged his board
to purdhese an abundance of wool before it was too late. When the board refused, he purdhased it with his own money.
In 1916, when wool became scarce ad extremdy expensve Wood s0ld his dores to the AWC.  As soon s the US
entered the war, William J. was sat off to Washington to saoure contracts with the govemment, eventudly landing the
larges sngle textile order in US higtory a that time a $50,000,000. This contract, & well as a backlog of orders from
within the US kept AWC infull operation throughout the wer. During this progperous period, William . wesingdled
& the new vice-presdent of AWC and became amamber of the board of directors.

William Wood's dream to have his namesske take over the company wes short-lived, however, as William . redgned his
post a8 vice-presdent and mamber of the board in 1919 to partner in asmdl company with FR. Edington. Troubles for
the AWC followed when alawsuit wes brought againg the compery for violating the Lever Act, for dlegedly profiteering
during the war years The indictment egaing Wood and the AWC  wias eventudly soueshed.

Dexpite these changes, the AWC  continued to turn a profit until 1924, when losses totded $6,900,000. This downtum

marked the beginning of the end of the AWC. Wood's business modd wes besad on the "bigger is better philosophy.

However, a sudden dhange inthe market forfinermaterids, marked by the economic uptum of the 1920's, aredted a glut
in the market for coarse woolen goods  The organizationd dructure of the AWC, with executive officesin Bodon ad

sdesin Manhattan mede communication difficult. In addition, the Shear 9ze of the mills, such as the Wood Worded Mill,
compoundaed the company's weeknesses during this period. Two years later, in 1926, after resigning as presdent of the
company. Wood took his own life in Daytona, Horida

Andrew G. Rece J., the son of the first man to give Wood ajob inthe textile indugry in New Bedford, took over as

presdent of the AWC. He could not, however, manege the company as Wood had. Ferce s0ld off three plants, ad

dosed 27 dtogether.  Additionally, Southern competition, with its tax subddies lower-priced land, lack of labor laws,

chegp, dbundant 1abor, and proximity to rav materids, was d0 ane of the mgor causesof the rapidly declining industry,
both in Lanrence and throughout New England as awhole. By 1929, AWC's dock prices had plummeaed. In 1931, a
new presdat wes ingdled who moved al officesto Manhatan. The new directors aedted the Textile Redty

Corporation, which begen to sdl off the mills Rece hed dosed. By 1955, the AWC had maged with Textron,

Incorporated, of New York to become Textron American, Incorporated. During this time, the Wood Worded Mill wes

dosed. Sdtions A, B, and C and the dye houseof the Wood Worded Mill were destroyed in 1956, most likely to provide
parking to support the remaining sections of the Wood Mill. Bewean 1956 and 2007, the Wood Mill Office Section and

Ssdions D, E, and F were utilized by anumber of amal manufacturing companies who rented goecein the large sructure

The poweahouse and codsheds were demalished in 2009 following years of vacancy and undaruse The dorehouse hes

a0 been rented out to amdl companies and loca busnessesfor severd decedes and wias partialy demolished in 2000.

The Wood Mill Office Section and Sections D, E, and F are owned by sgparate limited liability corporations, including the
Wood Mill LLC, Wood Mill CLLC, and Masdnnovation LLC. The former powerhouse and codsheds parcds ae ovned
by 290 Rivewak LLC. The parcd and remaining portion of the freestanding dorehouse is owned by 350 Riverwak
LLC. TheOffice Section and Section D of the Wood Mill are in the processof being redeveloped by Wood Mill LLC ad
Wood Mill C LLC as qudity office goace and renta residentid units, usng date and federd higtoric rehabilitation tax
credits.

(continued)
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Archaeological Significance

Higtoric archaeologicd resources described above mey contribute important information related to the indudtria evolution
of the city of Lawvrence, and the manufecture of woolen products, egpecidly the manufecture of worded fabrics.
Structurd evidence and filled depogts in the vicinity of the now-demolished manufacturing building and dyehouse may
contain evidence of textile machinery usad in the woolen manufacturing process examples of products and raw maerids
in varied dages of manufacture, and completed products. Demalished manufacturing buildings may &so contain evidence
of the architecturd characterigtics, layout, and manufacturing process ussd in various types of indudrid buildings. Prior

to the mid 19* century industriad devdopment of Lawrence, the areawas farmland. No known agricultural rdated objects
or dructures have been identified on the mill property.

(end)
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Wood Worgted Mill Essex. Massachusetts
Name of Property County, State

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property approx. 208 aores

UTM References See continuation sheet.
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1. 19 323641.53 4730141.05 3. 19 324271.10 4730083.51
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
2.19 324247.89 4730259.37 4.19 323638.06 4730023.84
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

See attached
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification

(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) See attached
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nameltitle Taya Dixon, Epsilon Associateswith Betsy Friedberg. NR Director. MHC

organization. Massachusetts Historical Commission date June 2010

street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard telephone. (6171 727-8470
city or town Boston state  MA zip code_ 02125

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name multiple, see attached list
street & number telephone
city or town state . Zip code_

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This Information Is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to hominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request Is required to obtain a
benefit In accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form Is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing
Instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Sen/Ice, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The boundariesof the former Wood Worded Mill ae outlined in bold on the accompanying Ste mgp and include assessor
parcd s 0046-0000-0001, 0065-0000-00062, and 0084-0000-0061, on mgps 84, 65, ad 46.

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION
The boundary indudes land totding approximatdy 208 acres These encompsss the two remaining, extant buildings

hisoricdly assodated with the Wood Worgted Mill in Lanrence, MA, including the Wood Mill (Office Section, Section
D, Sedtion E, and Section F) ad the orehouse

SITE MAP
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DISTRICT DATA SHEET

Parcel ID  Property Address Building Name Date Construction Architectural
No. Style
0084- 250 Merrimack Street Wood Worsted Mill 1906-1909 Heavy timber frame Late
0000-0061 (Office) Victorian/
Romanesque
Revival
0084- 250 Merrimack Street Wood Worsted Mill 1906-1909 Heavy timber frame Late
0000-0061 (Building D) Victorian/
Romaneque
Reviva
0084- 250 Merrimack Street Wood Worsted Mill 1906-1909 Heavy timber frame Late
0000-0061 (Building E) Victorian/
Romanesque
Reviva
0084- 250 Merrimack Street - Wood Worsted Mill 1906-1909 Heavy timber frame Late
0000-0061 (Building F) Victorian/
Romanesque
Reviva
0046- 350 Merrimack Street  store house 1906-1909 Heavy timber frame Late
0000-0001 Victorian/
Romaneque
Reviva
0065- 300 Merrimack Street  Former powerhouse
0000-0062 and coalshed parce
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PROPERTY OWNERS

Woaod Mill LLC
360 Mearimack Strest
Lanvrence, MA 01843

Wood Mill C LLC
360 Merimack Sret
Lawrence, MA 01843

Masdnnovaion
360 Mearimack Strest
Lavrence, MA 01843

Riverwak Propeties LLC
34 Mearimack Srest
Lavrence, MA 01843

280 Rivewdk LLC
3AA Marimack Strest
Lavrence, MA 01843

20 Rivewdk LLC
3 Marimack Strest
Lavrence, MA 01843
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PHOTOGRAPHLOG

MA_Lawrence(Essex County) Woodl .tif

Name: Wood Worsted Mill*

¢ Location: South Union and Merrimack Streets, Lawrence, Essex County, M assachusetts®
¢ Photographer: Taya Dixon, Epsilon Associates*

« Date: October 2009*

* Location of Negative: Original Digital Image a Epsilon Associates, Maynard, MA*

«  Description of View: View northwest of Office Building

3

MA_L awrence(EssexCounty) Wood2.tif
e Description of View: View northwest of Office Building and BuildingsD, Eand F

MA_L awrence(EssexCounty) Wood3.tif
e Description of View: View southeast of Buildings E and F, former Steof power houseand cod sheds and sore house

MA_Lawrence(EssexCounty) W ood4.tif
e Description of View: View northeast of Sorehouse
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Wood Mill Complex, ca. 1906-1909

Tlic NEW WOOD KtILL, Lkwr«<»<«i M*»».»Tha LMri««i Wmr*ttdi MUI lo th* World. Op«n tbtivit Jcilt
WilUiaiM. WyOd. t'lcd., li<u:i. r. SmiltL. Jf.. TrMJ.
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Wood Mill Complex, ca. 1930
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MJULTI PLE
NAME :
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DATE (F 16TH DAY: 8/ 12/ 10 DATE G 45TH DAY: 8/ 13/ 10
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REFERENCE NUMBER 10000539
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6 Essex Street Lav/rence, MA 01840 978.686.9230 + www.lawrencehistory.org
Pamela Yameen
M ia Sh
aa ShaP BronaSimon
Heather McMann ~ ete Hlstorl_(_: Pr_eser\(ajm O_ffl_cer_
Massschussis Higoricd Cointnisson
Cared van Welden Heman A assachuisetts Archives Building
, 220 Morrisey Boulevard
Jim Beauchesne BOSIOI’]. MA 02125

Joseph Bella
Linda Cor penter
Sarah Hanson
Ellen Mtnzner

Richard Paclova  Novembar 17. 2000
Chel Sidell

Eartha Oengler Dear Vis Smon.

Founrtci
Barbara Brown | @nwriting in support of tlie proposed Wood Worsted Mill National Regi.ger Di.gtrici.
Let mebegin by gating thet die Lavrence Higory Center canat imagine a more
gopropriate gnicture in Lavrence to be desgnated as a nationdly sgnificant Ste. The
Lamrence Higory Center srongly supports the revised Nationd Regiger Nomination of the
Woaod Mill to be assgned Nationd Regisder Siatus

At thistime, herein Lanvrence, we are in the planning Sages of a va>' important Centennid
commemoraion of the historicaly important labor srike of 1912, known &s the Breed ad
Ros=s Strike. William Wood and his Wood Worged Mill were significant factorson the
drike ad its aftermath.

Too numerous to count were the resdents who mede tharr livelihoiid a the Wood Mill. Mr.
Wood himsdf was akey player in the labor negatiations and the drike results No mill in
Lanrence isas ggnificant inits shear s/e and historic importance to the Cit> of Lanvrence
There isnat anord higory in our expandve collection thet doesnat mention some
involvement with this particular massve mill dructure.

Mr. Wood hes a complicated, and often sad, history. Y et during his tenure as Presdent of
the American Woolen Company, & the Wood Worded Mill  he be™an hisvison of nat only
a place of work but dso0 sodd sdting for hisemployess William Wood gpened a day care
canter for worker's children; he built worker housng, usng some very cutting edge
architectural designs. (Thi-sisnad to he confascd willi liis Shawsheen Village cregtion in Andover. Tlie
lavence hausng predi(ed thet aoMlinunily,) Wood published a company magezing, to etablish a
socid network among hisemployess  He crested an underground peth for workers to trave
fiX)m the new neighborhoods he built for hisemployees. under the railroad tracks, rather
then over theam or around and over the bridge- to provide sfety as wdl as expediency for
them. There is no agument that William Wood wes a controversa figure but does not
meke him and the Wood Worsed Mill any lessimportant to the labor and sodid texture of
Lawrence, MA.

At thistime the Lanrence Higory Center, dong with United States Congressvoman NiKki



Tsongesad the City of Lamrence isdso sseking Notiond Labor Ltilidmark gatus for
Lanvrence ad itsrole in the Labor Stary in the United Sates The Wood Mill isa
sgnificant pat of that goplication pK-es

Ms. Simon, we hopethat you will consder the reques.

If we can be of ay asgdance or aswve ay quedions, pleese do nat hedtate to contect me
a the Lavrence Higory Center-Immigrant City Archives. 1 can be reeched by phore a
978-686.9230 or bv emall & diiectorCglanvrencdiidorv.ort::

Thank you.

Sincerdy.

BabaraBrown
Executive Director

cc: Shaw Rosn, Viasdnnovaion
Bob Ansn, Masdnnovaion
Pamda Y aneen, Board Presdent, Lanvrence Higtorv Center
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ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

MICHAEL J. SULLIVAN APRIL LYSKOWSKY

MAYCR REAL PROPERTY
ACQUISITIONDISPOSITION
MICHAEL R. SWEENEY SPECIALIST
DIRECTOR

TEL: (978) 620-3500
FAX: (978) 722-9430
www.citvoflawrence.com

ZULMA MONTANEZ
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

November 23, 2009

Brona Smon

Sae Historic Preservation Officer
Executive Director

Massachusatts Historical Commisson
MA Archives Building

220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston MA 02125

Subject: Wood Worgted Mill, Lawrence
Dear Ms. Smon:

| am writing on behdf of the Lawrence Historical Commission in strong support of an
Amendment to the Part 1 for the Wood Worsted Mill's Office Building and Building D
of the Historic Preservation Certification Application.

The amendmeant is necessary because of recent changes that have taken place with regard
to saverd buildingsin the complex. Another owner, who isnot part of the proposed
historic tax credit project, recently found it necessary to demolish severd buildingsinthe
complex due to their structura condition. This demolition was goproved by the City of
Lawrence and was reviewed and goproved by the Lawrence Historica Commission on
February 10*, 2000.

Although the complex has been reduced in Sze becauseof this demalition, the
commission feds strongly that the 12 million squarefoot Wood Worgted Mill isan
important city landmark and should mog certainly be listed on the National Register. We
bdieve it meatsthe following criteriafor listing on the National Register of Historic
Paces

A Morethan any other building inthe City, the Wood Mill had adirect role inthe
Bread and Roses Strike of 1912, meeting Criterion A



The Wood Mill retains sufficient architectura integrity as an example of Late

Victorian syle industria architecture inthe City of Lawrence, meeting Criterion
C.

We strongly urge your favorable consderation of this amendment for the application of
the Wood Worged Mill, as the tax credits generated by its rehabilitation will enablethis
important building to be put back into productive use

Sincerdy,

Michael R. Sveeney
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The Commonwealth of MassactitJMIN-  WIAINNAN
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
June 18, 2010 Massachusatts Historical Commission

Mr. J Paul Loether

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

Nationa Park Service

1201 Eye Street, NW 8 floor
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Mr. Loether:
Endosed pleasefind the following nomination form:
Wood Worgted Mill, South Union & Merrimack Stregts, Lawrence (Middlesex), MA

The nomination hes bean voted dligible by the State Review Board and has been sgned by the
Sate Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State
Review Board condderation 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to commernt.

Two letters of support have been received.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg
National Regigter Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

endosure

(004 TayaDixon, Epdlon Assodates

Jones Sundza, Chair, Lavrence Higtoricad Commisson

William Lantigua, Mayar, City of Lawvrence

Ledey Mdendez, Lavraoe Hanning Board

Robat D. Angn, X., Wood Mill LLC, CLLC

Sav Rosn, Masdnnovaion

S Lupdli, Rivewak Propaties LLC, 280 Rivewak LLC,
290 Rivewdk LLC

Miched Sveey, Director, Lawrence Flanning Departmat

Batera Brown, Executive Director, Lavrence Higory Cater

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.sec.satemausmhc



