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_ public-State ILsite
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_ object
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Historic Functions
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FUNFRARY- cemetery
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Architectural Classification
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Gothic Revival

Narrative Description

Suffolk MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
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Contributing Noncontributing
21 .building
JL sites
. structures
objects
AA. Total
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Current Functions
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Materials
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other.
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7. NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

The Ohaba Shdom Cametery, founded in 1844 in Eagt Bogton and till active on alimited basis westhe gates first
legdly esablished Jewish cemetery. Itsfounding and evolution illustrate the sodosconomic and cultural devdopment of
Bogton's Jawish immigrant population. The cematary isaso an important marker of Bogon's 19" century Jewish
presance. Located in asection of Bogton that was hometo the largest Jewish population in turn-of-the-century New
England, the cametary represents one of the lagt vestiges of Eagt Bogton's regiond Jewish community. Ohaba Shdom
Carday isa cohesive 2.36-acre unit containing a Gothic chapd and five mausdleuns, as well as numerous heeddtones
and family monuments. Divided into seven burid sedtions by paved wakways, the cemetery contains gpproximeatdy
2000 gravedtes Burids datefrom 1844 to the presant.

Ohabd Shdom Cametary islocated in the Harbor View sub-area of Eagt Bogton, asection of the city located aoross the
Inner Harbor from Bogton on redlaimed land. Harbor View isamixeduse district comprised of residentid buildings
intergoersed with limited commercid and industrid properties The camaay liesnorth of presant-day Condtitution Beech
and one block south of Bennington Strest, amgjor thoroughfare connecting East Boston proper to Orient Heights.
Bennington Strest Burying Ground (NR), apublic camgtery founded in 1837, which isin many ways stylistically smilar
to Ohaba Shdom Cameey, islocated two blocksto the west.

Ohaba Shdom Cametay istrapezoidd in shegpe It isbounded by Byron Sreat on the west; . Dominic Savio
Preparatory Schod (established in 1958) to the north; Wordsworth Street to the eest; and the Massachusatts Bay Trangt
Authority (MBTA) subway tracks (formerly the Bostion, Revere Beach & Lynn Railroad) on the angled southen
perimeter. Exogpt for Savio Prep, which isamid 20*' century two-gtory ingtitutional brick structure, adjacent Sde dredts
are primarily occupied by late 19" and early 20¢" century wood-frame resdences on amdl lots located dose to the Sredt.

Thecameery ishigher in devation than the surrounding properties and dopesfrom a high a the wetem end, where it is
cbout 15 above Byron Streat to grade leve on the eestam (Wordsworth Street) sde. Theterrain dopesuniformly from
wedt to eedt & amodaratdy Segp grede of gpproximatdy 15 to 20 degrees The eetam Sde wherethe main entrance is
located isat drest level. The cemetary is supported on three Sdes (north, west and south) by a high conarete retaining
wall. The wall isnot conddered part of the cemetery and isnot visible from within the cemetery. On top of theretaining
wal ondl three ddesisachain-link fencethat varies in height from six to eight feet and thet is part of the ceanaery.

Along the Wordsworth Stret edge of the cametary is afiel dstonepillar-anchored wrought iron fence (photo 1)
goproximatdy 8 feet tall that probably dates to 1903, when the chapd wes built. There are three gated pointsof entry on
Wordsworth Strest. The northem and centrd ornamenta getes, sited north and south of the chapd, were designed to admit
vehicular traffic via a paved driveway that surrounds the chapd on three Sdes. Ashlar block pierstopped with cgos ad
balfinialsflankthese two gates A andler pededrian gated entrance, now usad as the cemetery's primary entry point, is
located further south of the chapd.

Thefocd point of the cangay isthe granite chepd (photo 1) of Victorian Gothic design that aouts Wordswvorth Stret at
the gpproximate midpoint of the cemetery. Erected in 1903, it hes suffered arecent fire and vanddiam (2003) andis in
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deteriorated condition. It isadde-gabled, 1 /2-gory rectangular sructure of random aghlar granitewith four smple
buttresses gpplied to the esst and west facades. The Segp-pitched, plain-pattemed, gray date roof has copper pesk valeys
and gutters and medts with end-gablle pargpetsrimmed with limestone coping. A limestonewater table course bisscisthe
building on its south, west, and north Sdes. The chgpd's south devation festures alarge, Sngle-arched window with a
limestone quoined surround and wood tracery describing a menoreh pattem with four Starsof David. Itsamdl Sained,
leeded glass panes are diamond-shaped. The north devation features acentrd pair of double casamant windowswith labd
molding, diamond panes and quoined limestone architraves. Cantered above them in the upper half gory isa single lancet
window. Thereisan entrance to the chapd from Wordsworth Strest; assoond entrance is from within the cametary & the
southwest comer of the building.

Ohabd Shdom Camaay reflects amixture of cemelay design precedents Laid out in 1844, itisunlikely thet the
camaay adhared to aformal design principle. Physica evidence suggedts that the congregation relied on the burid
practices of their European homdands aswell as thase of their new Massachusaits resdence. The primary organizing
dament of the cametay is the sysem of burid lots, which are divided into seven numbered sections, and indude a mix of
individud gravesand family lots. The dldest sections (1, 2, 3; photos 2, 3 and 4; mgps 2 and 4) are located on the high
westem dde of the cemetery while the newer sections (4, 5, 6, 7; photo 6) are on the eest Sde near the chepd. Smdler
rectangular lots and tight grave spacing predominate in the older portions of the cemetery (especidly Sadtions 2 ad 3)
while maore spadous grave plecament prevailsin the newer sections a the bese of the hill exogpt in Section 7, which
condds entirdy of angle- and two-grave lots. The newest sections in the southysoutheedt part of the cametary (Sections 4,
5, ad 6) digdlay characteridics of 20*-century lavn cemetery and memorid park design, with family plots (meny witha
centrd family monument), heedstones of uniform height and breedth, and a handful offlushmarkers. Mog of the graves
and markars in the camdlery are oriented in the same eegterly direction, dthough some dso have inscriptions on the west
dde (thistypicaly occurs where one dde is in English and the other Sde isin Hebrew).

Thedirculation sysem, which condds of conarete footpaths, is pragmeatic, designed to provide aooess to gravesites rather
than to cregte the pagtord expearience of arurd or lavn cametery. The pathsmainly run eest-west, with a north-south
walkway running thefull length of the cemetary towardsitswest end. While the peths are largdly functional, thereis one
circular areaknown as a ronde point, which was intended asafocd point dthough it presently hes only asmdl upside-
down urn rather than alarge ceremonid sculpture asintended. Treesin the camnetlery condg of reaivey evenly-aged
meples located in an irregular pattem throughout the cemetery (probably dating from the mid to late 20  century). There
aeds ardaivdy andl number of yews planted adjacent to family monumentsin the newer sections and a few larger
dipped yews dong the Wordsworth Street edge of the cemetery. The primary groundcover is grass

The ealiest gravesae in Section 3 (photo 2) near the northwestern corner of the cametery. There are ebout fifty
individud graves (rather than family lots) dugtered together in severd rough rows. They are represanted by amdl marble
heedgtones typicaly lessthan two feet tall, some mounted on granite beeses (which may have been added later). The
heeddonesin this early group vary in shgpe and design. Mot of the inscriptions are in Hebrew, dthough they are badly
godad and mod are dmogtillegible.

Ancther section of early monuments is located dong the far western (Byron Street) edge of the canaery in Sedions 2 ad
3 (photo 3). Thexe arein saverd long rows. Aswith the ather early buridss, these are individual graves (or occasondly

(continued)
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pairs) rather then family lots. These heeddones are dightly larger then the earliest group and more varied in syle ad
materid. Mot are marble, with badly eroding inscriptions, while afew are granite. Many inscriptions are in Hebrew,
sometimes with English on the reverse Sde, while others use amixture of English and Hebrew.

A uniguetypology found here that isnot common in other New England cameteries isthat of a dhdlow arch spanning
betwemn two heeddones Typically these link the adjacent graves of hustend and wife. The Smplest example arethe
Holtz heeddones two sgparate upright marble dabswith dightly arched tops that are linked by a shdlow arch inscribed
in English, "OUR BELOVED PARENTS MR AND MRSHOLTZ." Ancther early verdon of this gare are the marble
Leventhd heedgones (photo 3), which date to around the 1890s They commamorate Morris and RosaLeventhd. There
are two sgparate heedtones eech congigting of a squat marble pillar with marble basg, pedestd and cgpgtone with
inscriptionsin both English and Hebrew on the front. They are linked by ashdlow marble arch inscribed in English
"FATHER & MOTHER." Adjacent to this are the more daborate Frankengein heedtones (photo 3) in palished black
granite. In this caee there isasingle bese and pedestd. The name"FRANKENSTEIN" iswritten in large block Ietters on
the bese Oreof thetwo granite piers isinscribed "FATHER," the aother, "MOTHER." The arch linking the two piersis
inscribed "REUNITED," and itistopped by agranite um drgped with acloth. Names, and dates are inscribed in English
with ane line of Hebrew below. The Issec and Myer Anthony heedstones are located a the very northwest comer of the
camagy. Like the Frankengein monumeant, these condg of a single bese and pedestd with sgperate piers & either ed
joined by adightly curving arch. The inscription on the arch reeds "BROTHERS," and onthe bese "ANTHONY." S&
betwemn the piersisaamal marble pand that reeds"OUR BELOVED SONS ISAAC AND MYER." There are Hearew
inscriptions on the beee of each pier. Thesefour examples illudrate atypethat israre among camngey monumats in
Massechusatts and o reflect the range and variation of the linked heeddonemotif There may well have been other
exanples & onetime, but Snce the arched connecting piece is sgparate from the main part of the monumert, it is fragile
and vulnerébleto loss

The mid 19th-century grave markers a the west edge and west-centrd portions of the ceametery (roughly Sections 2 and 3)
aethe earlies in the burid ground and are primarily of light-colored marble. Although awide range of marker forms is
represanted, thetall, narrow, rounded heeddtones typica of Eagem European Jewish funerary tradition prevail. Many
markers have broken dements and are in advancad weethered condition. These earliest markers festure common Jewish
funerary motifs such as hands of blessing (the traditional symbal of a Cohen, or descendant of the andient priests of
Ilgad), hand-hdd ewers (the symbal of aLevite, servant of the priests), the felled tree of life (chaim), and the menorah.
Trailing floral garlands gppear often as carved omamentation. Hebrew inscriptions gppear on the front of meny of the
older markers with English text (when included) gppearing on the reverse. Family namesinscribed on the heeddtones -
Myzanski, Frankengtein, Gunsenhiser, Goldinger, White, Vershbow - denate various countries of origin and indicate thet
afair numbe of the decessad were bom in Europe.

The markers in later sections (photo 6) tend to be more dlassicdly Victorian in style, reflecting the Jawish community’s
assmilaion of American funerary tage. Indeed, some markers digplay typicaly Chrisfian iconography, such s heaves
of wheet. There are a0 many dasscal motifs such as obdisks, columns and ums Family plots predominate, with only
limited arees diplaying the closdly goeced individua gravesites that characterize the cemetery’s older sections A nateble
preference for white marble markers is goparant a the older individua gravesites, with scattered markers in these sctions
rendered in the form of broken columns or recessed Sde

(continued)
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The larger monuments that mark family plots are generdly of highly polished black or dark gray granite and are mare
genaic. Many are comprised of assambled component parts, as wastypica by the late 19 century. Common forms for
family monuments indude obdisks, broken columns (occasiondly omamented with floral garlands), pedestals with
drgped urns, and arks, these are designs that goeek to the Classicd and Romantic aesthetic traditions as well asto the
improving economic gatusof the familieswho commissoned them. Thetraditional iconography typica of the earlier
19th century heeddonesis aosant from these large family monuments.

Some of the older family plots, particularly in Section 3, are demarcaied & the comers by low cylindrical granite bollards,
some with aflutedtop. While many of the comer podts remain, there are no longer any rails or chains which might have
linked the pods A rare marker of white zinc with both Hebrew and English script is the Henry Warsheuer Monumert,

(ca 1889) Stuated in Section 2. Significantly, inscriptionsin these late 19*-century aress of the camgery ephedze
English, with Hebrew characters (when included) condgned to the reer of the monument or bdow the English epitgph. A
character-defining feature of this portion of the cametery isasmdl ronde-point formed by four intersecting peths ad
oataed onacircular grassidand with acommemorative pedesta and dassicd um. The Cohen umiis inscribed
"Presented by 1grad and Alvina Cohen 1883, and hes bean separated from its pededtd.

Severd groupings of children's graves gppear throughout the cametery: in Section 7 near the Wordsworth Stregt entrance
and & the center of Section 5. Individua children's markers are d<0 intergpersed among the graves. Among these smdler-
deplan markers, gopesr sevard examples of Victorian children's markers many in advanced datesof deterioration.
The latter festure sculpted lambs lilies, and cherubs

Twentieth-century family monuments occupy the mogt of the remaining portions of the cemetery. Sedtions 4, 5, 6, and 7
(photo 6). These aretypicaly of polished granite. Many are smple and massve with Smple carving and inscriptions.
These mark more gpadousfamily plots, and afew arefl ankedby omamentd plantings of yew. Mogt inscriptionsare in
English and congg of the sumame only. Omamentation israre and limited to smplified Sarsof David or sylized
vegetative borders.

The southemn perimeter of the cemetary, "mausoleum row," fegtures five north-facing granite meusdleumns dating from the
late 1930s or early 1940s Four of the five Sructures are dosdy Stuated; three are of ampleflat-roofedcongruction in
the modame gyle (Dach. Linskv and Nesson mausoleums, photo 5), with one featuring a pargpet with inscribed Egyptian
motifs. The Schoonar meusdleum (photo 5) st to the eedt to of the trio just described, ismore daborate. Gregk-ingpired,
it iscondructed of rudticated granite block and hes afront-gabled roof carved pediment with an inscribed Sar of David,
and pilagters and umsflankingthe entrance. The Bed mausdleun (photo 6) is Stuated done towards the southeegem
comer of the cameery.

Since 1996 the camdlery hes been administered by the Jewish Cametery Association of Massachusets which adminigers
ove 100 ather cemeteries in the commonwedth. Day-to-day mantenance is good, with well-pmned trees and mowed
lawn. However, there isa subgtantiad backlog of deferred maintenance. The chapd hes serious gructurd problems and is
no longer useeble, the Wordsworth Stregt fence is rugting, and meany of the older monuments are broken or otherwise
dameged. Thecamday isin awindy areaadjacent to Bogton Harbor, 0 loss of inscriptions on the soft older marble
heedgtones isaparticular concam, as they contain genedlogicd information that is not readily available dsawhere

(end)
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Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X_A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

JLC Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations

(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:
owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

JLD a cemetery.

E areconstructed building, object, or structure.

F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bihiingraphical References

Suffolk, MA
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Architecture
Community Planning and Development

Ethnic Heritage (European)
Religion (Jewish)

Social History

Period of Significance
1844 -1958

Significant Dates
1844 - Cemetery established
1903-Chapel built

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Cultural Affiliation

Jewish

Architect/Builder
John A. Hasty (signed building permit for chapel, 1903)

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #.

Primary location of additional data:

_ State Historic Preservation Office

_ Other State agency

_ Federal agency

jLLocal government

jLUniversity

jLOther
Name of repository:
Boston Landmarks Commission; Brandeis University
archives; Jewish Cemetery Association of
Massachusetts
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8 SIGNIFICANCE

Ohdbd Shdom Cametay isdigible for listing onthe Nationd Regiger of Historic Hacesunder CriteriaA and C, with
dgnificance a locd and datelevds. The period of sgnificance extendsfrom 1844 to 1958. Despite some deterioration of
older markers and the poor condition of the chapd, the dte possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materids,
workmanghip, feeling, and association. The cemaay retains itsoriginal design and congruction materids and corveysits
mog important period of use In avery materid way, Ohabd Shdlom Camdery rdatesthe broad immigration peattemns of
an important ethnic/religious group to the United Statesin the 19¢ and first half of the 20* centuries. The Jawish
community hes hed a profound effect on the higtory of the United Statesin dl goheres of our culture.

The camaiay qudifies for listing under Criterion A because of its Srong assodaionswith the first Jawish congregation in
Bogton, the esteblishment and growth of a Jewish immigrant community in Boston, and the early history of Eagt Boston.
Ohdbd Shdom Camatay was the first Jawish cametery in Massachusetts and for four decedes; until the esteblishment of
Cantre Srest Cametay in the West Roxbury section of Bogton, the only known cametery to sarve the states Jewish
ditizens. The drcumgances of the cemetery’s founding illustrate the difficulties faced by Jans when establishing
themsdvesin America Assuch, the Ste reflects Bogton's trangtion from amono-cultural to multicultura society. The
cameay's ealy crowded graveste configuration, Hebrew inscriptions, and traditiona funerary iconography dl reflect
Jawigh burid practices in Europe, with heeddones documenting the many nations from which residents emigrated,
including Germary, Poland, and Russa The gradud disgpopearance within the cametery of traditional Jewish ad
Europeartingpired characteridics and their replacement with American funerary gyles illugtrates the assmilation of the
Jawish community into the wider American society.

Ohdbd Shdom Camaay dso meds Nationad Regiger Criterion C becauseit embodies didtinctive characteridics of a
type and aperiod. Itsdesign typology istrangtiond, marking amid-way point betwean traditiond urben burid grounds of
Eagem Eurgpe and Colonid America and the rurd and lawn style ceameteries of 19th century America Oheba Shdom's
origind schame of individua gravedtes eventudly ceded to amore complex plan proposed in the late 1890s This plan,
which reflected the popularity of family plots, was ultimately edipsaed by the nesd for more burid lotsand fewer
circulaion routes as well as by the growing fashion for mausdleums. Grave markers trace the trangition from traditiona
Jawish heeddtones to omate Victorian monuments, to augtere 20*-century dabs and flush markers The chapd, a
hendsome Gothic Revivd smcture, is evidence of the congregation's gppreciation for apopular architecturd style often
employed in rurd cameleries The presence of atypicaly Chrigian-ingoired building syle in aJewish camgay israre. In
its present date, the design, architecture, and monuments of Ohabe Shdom Cemetery document the attempt of Bodon's
first Jawish congregation to sraddle itsown rdigious identity and contemporary fashions of the dominant Anglo-Saxon
culture.

Ohdbd Shdom Cametary d0 quaifies under Criterion C as asignificant and digtinguishable entity that merits
congderation as awhole. The Ste indudes various types of burid markers and a 104-year-old chepd and origindl
omamentd fencing dong Wordsworth Street. Bordered by MBTA train tracks and an urban srestscepe of wooden frame
houses and schodls the cemetary isan eadily diginguishable dement. Individual heedstones and monumants in this
digtrict can be congdered as agroup. Many of the earlier markers employ ditinctive hand carved letters - same in

(continued)
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Hebrew, embdlished with characterigtic Jawish iconogragphy. The aumames on the heedgtones are arich source of
information for thase reseerching Jewish genedogy. For these and other reasons, these dones are of great hitoricd,
atigic, and culturd vaue. Moreover, changes such asthe dtered circulation schameand "newer” makears (c. 1930s
onward) have not compromisad the site's integrity. All objects should be conddered significant because they represant
changing syles and are survivorsof typeswhich newer cemeteriesdo not contain.

The cametery's period of Sgnificance saw enormous danges in the Bogion Jawish community, beginning with theinitial
ariva of impoverished refugees and continuing with atempered assmilation to the dominant culture by an educated ad
economicaly successful group. Thetermina date of significance eso marks the trend toward new burid locations and
aeghetic tagesfor the Jawish American community, & evidenced by the creation of the large rurd Sharon Memorid Pak
in nearby Sharon, Massachusetts founded in 1948, The Ohaba Shalom Cametery hes remiained frozen in this century old
manifegtation, largely pessed over in favor of a mare "modern” final resting place on the outskirts of metropolitan Bogton.
Significantly, cemetery locations aso reflect the history of Bogon Jewry's resdentid pattems tracing the exodus from
urben endaves to scattered suburban locations.

The cametery medts Criteria Exception D becauseit sarved as amgor cangery for Bogtion's Jewish community from
1844 through maogt of the 20* century. It indudes the graves of roughly 2,000 early Boston Jaws and heedstones that
contain information that is not readily avalable dsewhere. The 1844 beginning of the period of significance corresponds
with the establishment of the cemetery. The 1958 termination date reflects National Regigter policy thet properties with
ongoing dgnificance ue afifty-yearcut-off date unless events of unusud significance have occurred within the pedt fifty
years

Jewish Camederiesin the United Sates

Theevolution of the American Jewish cemetery pardldsthose of the nation as awhole. While 18*-century Jewish burid
grounds were limited to afew coadd ports, until the early 19 century they were remarkably smilar in design,
manegamant, and monument syleto Protestant cemeteries. The dldest known, and il active, Jewish cametary inthe
U.S. isthe Old Jewish Cametery in Newport, Rhode Idand, esablished in 1677. With the growth of Jewish communities
in the early decades of the 19th century, procurement of a burid Site was an urgent concem for mogt Jewish Americans,
whose bdiefs prescribed burial in consacrated ground within 24 hours of degth. Until the midl9* -century, mogt of these
cameeaies ware owned and controlled by synegogues Gradudly, immigrant mutud aid societies emaged in order to
aoquire cametary plots and to menege funerd arangementsfor their membership. Most mutud aid sodeties were
comprised of poor Eagem European immigrants, and their cameteriesreflected their dass and racid datus Often taking
the form of fenced-off sections of larger, non-denominationd graveyards, these cameerieswere crowded with
monuments and lacked wakways, landscaping, or benches Heeddtones were engraved in Hebrew or Yiddish and were
usualy unedorned. In contradt, by the middle of the 19* century, weelthy and assmilated Jawish Americansof North
Europeen extraction were usudly buried in eite garden cameaeries auch as the Sdem FHdds Cardeary, edablished in
Brooklyn in the 1850s Theseindividuds preferred monuments that exhibited a srong German-Romantic influence,
dmilar to the dassca markers of other denominations.

(continued)
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Jewish Immigration to America and Bogon

English Separaigsfirst camein contact with Jans while living as refugees in Holland in the late 16 and early 17+
centuries Mainly of Sgphardic extraction (Spanish or Portuguese descent), these Jewish comminutes would come to
populate Jawish canters throughout the New World as areault of trading activity with the Dutch Eagt India Compeny.
Expdled from Mexico and Brazil due to renewed Catholic hogtilities, Jewish traders eventudly settled in Anglo America,
with the mos significant communities gppearing in New Y ork City and Newport, Rhode Idand. Rdiant as it wes on the
Old Tesament, Puritan culture recognized akinship with Jewish cusoms, language, govemment, and even in dif-
identity. Thisdid not, however, preclude rdigious prejudice towards Jaws and other religious minoritiesin the
Massachusdtts Bay Colony. Elaborate acoounts exist of Puritan minigers attempting to convert loca Jawvs Thus itis no
aurprise that of the Sephardic Jaws who came to Bogton in the 17+ century, ane "' Solomon Franco, the Jew”" wastypicd:
he came to conduct trade, dayed briefly, and departed. Dueto the lack of an orgenized Jewish community of any Sze in
Bosion (or throughout the rest of the Puritan Massachusdtts Bay Colony), Jaws settled early and in significant numbarsin
other port cities of the Eagen Seeboard and even "frontier” cities such as Cincinnati, Clevedland, Louisville, and S.
Louis. There were dso regiond settlementsin Newport, Rhode 1dand (where Anne Hutchinson and Roger Williams
presided in the spirit of religious democracy) and in New Haven, Connecticut. As Jonathan Sarma hes wrritten of Bogton,
"Notwithgtanding the pious Hebraiams of the Puritans ... [Jewsd]... were not among the city's founders, and they were not
paticularly wecome.

This dowly chenged throughout the 18* century, when the nemes of Jaws begin to gopear in Bogton commerce For
exanple the partnership in 1728 betwean Michad Asher and Issec Solomon iswell known: these men were proprietors of
atobacoco and snuff concamn and reputedly secured land on Chambars Street in Bogton for a 100-square-foat section of
burying ground "for the Jewish Nation." The mog notable Jaw in Colonid Boston was Mases Michad Hays Hays
remained the modd on how to be a Bogonian and aJawv (which until thet time were two mutudly exdusive identities);
yet unlike the impoverished immigrantswho arrived later. Hays was bom in the U.S. to Dutch parents and wes of a
progperous merchant dass. Hays was rdated by marriage to Judah Touro, the Newport Jaw who founded the first
synegogue there: Touro mede alarge bequest in hiswill to Congregation Ohabel Shdom, a matter of some digoute in the
later higtory of the group.

During the 18* and early 19 centuries, Bogton's Jawvs hdd rdigious servicesin their homesin smdl groups while dso
bdonging to congregations in neighboring Sates, such as Sheerith Israd in New York City (where Hays hed bean bom),
the Touro Synegoguein Newport, or in New Haven. Despite their geographic digance, these congregationd tieswere
esstid in order for Bogton Jaws to aooess congecrated Jewish burid ground. According to Jewish tradition, burid mugt
occur within 24 to 48 hours of desth. From the time of Hays death in 1805 until the founding of the Ohabe Shdom
Cardtay in 1844, Boson's Jawvs were forced to continue the inconvenient but necessary practice of accompanying their
deed to cametaies far beyond the Boston region.

The Founding of Congregation Ohabe Shalom and its Cametery

Beginning in the 18205 agesdy dream of Gamean Jaws began to arrive in Boston. Bogton's early Jawish community wes

comprised digproportionatdy of "Germans' from Posan, aPolish region annexed by Pmssiain 1793, as well as from ather

Polish aress et of the Elbe River. This growing community felt acutdy the lack of locd rdigiousinditutions. In 1842, a
(continued)
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fledgling community of ten men met to cderate the Jewish New Year in the Wenddl Stret home of Mr. and Mrs. Pater
Spitz (near the waterfront in Fort Hill). Thefollowing year, eighteen men gathered to formally establish the congregetion
& Ohdba Sdom - Loversof Peece A few months later, in May 1843, a the cdebration of the brith (ritua

circumcision) of the Spitz's firstbom son, the congregation dected officers as itsfirst official act. Thesefirst few families
are thought to have emigrated from centra Europe sometime betwean 1837 and 1843, Thefollowing list of some of their
names and occupations provides ingght into their identities: Issec Woolf, apedder; Peter Spitz, acloth cgp manufacturer;
Bemard Fox, ahotd kegper; Charles Heinemann, apeddier; Jaoob Norton, afurrier; Abraham Block, adeder in sogp; ad
Bemard Wurmaur, avariety sore kegper. Spitz, Fox, and mambas of the Henemann and Norton families are interred &
Ohdbd Shdom Cameery. Joined by ever-increesing numbers, the congregation obsarved rdigious rites in asaries of
rented rooms and homes for ten years, until it built its, and Boston's, first synegogue in 1852. From itsfounding, sscuring
proper burid goece was more important to the congregation then building ahouse of worship. The group st about thisall-
important task in apetition to the city on April 29, 1844, requesting 100 souare feet in a comer of the Eagt Bogon City
Camaay (now the Bennington Street Burying Ground) for its exdusive use The petition was denied for unknown
reesons. Undeterred, the congregation purchasad a 10,000 souarefoot Site nearby a the comer of Byron and Homer
Stregtsfor $200. The synagogue membas, now numbering 40, were willing to pey the Szesble aum of $6 esch toward
procuring this land. The City of Bogton formally gpproved its use as aJewish cemetary on October 5, 1844, and the

camday came unde the manegameant of a committee of the synagogue

Thelocation of Eagt Bogton as the choice for these two burid grounds was rdated to hedth and sanitation concams that
amaged in regponge to urban epidemics of the 1820s Centrd urban graveyards were increasingly removed to mare
remate locations, such as Eadt Boston. The area presantly known as Eadt Boston was until the 1830s asaies of five
idands of uplands and marsh. At that time, William H. Sumner's Eagt Boson Company begen alarge-scde infill to aregte
devdopable land. Roeds were laid out in agtrict grid pattem onal but the hilliest Orient Heights section. Devd opment
begen in the wesernmaogt saction neer the harbor (where shipbuilding and other commercid concams were concantrated)
and moved eestward. Ohaba Shdom Cametery and the Bennington Streat Burying Ground are both located in the centra
sction of thisarea. The hillside land purchesad by the congregation wes hardly desirable for burid purposes, but it wes
affordable and offered permanence to a group whose exigence might have felt anything but secure

In the 18405 Jawslived in aconcentrated duster south of Bogtion Common. Congregation Ohaba Shdom continued to
grow during this period, increasing to about 70 families by 1847. In 1852, the community was sufficiently progperous to
commisson Bogton's first purpose-built synegogue, awooden frame smcture with round-arched windows and center
atrance much like the Touro Synegogue in Newport, RI, and on Warren Street in Boston. The building could hold 400
people However, the year 1853 witnessed aschism within the congregation. Temple Ohaba Shdom hed origindly bean
egablished according to the conservative Polish-Jewish "Minhag Polin® rite. A minority of congregants (probebly thase
recently arrived from the more Germanized centers of Judaiam in Westem Europe) expresssd their preference for the
more liberd Gaman "Minhang Ashkenaz" rite and ssosded from the congregetion to found Temple Adath I1srad.
Consquently, Temple Oheba Shalom became known as the "Polish congregation” and tended toward gregter
consarvaism than its Gaman counterpart. At the time of the division. Temple Ohabel Shdom retained contral of the
cametary.

(continued)
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Ten years after the schigm, congregation Ohabel Shdom hed outgrown the Warren Strest shul and moved across the Sreet
to aremodded Universdist church. This goece sufficed from 1863 to 1886, during which period membears incressingly
antered the middle dass and moved out of the city'stenemant digtrictsinto the new "upper" South End and Roxbury
neighborhoods The congregation moved once more in 1887 to aremodded Chrigtian Church on Union Pak Sreet

located in the more fashionable "upper" South End. Thiswes to be the lagt urban worship goece of the congregation; they
remeined here until building alarge temple and "temple center” complex on Beaocon Street in Brookline in 1925, where
the congregation remains today. Not surprisingly, as their worship goeces moved farther out of the city, <o did the

congregants.

In the lagt decedes of the 19* century, amessive influx of Russan and Eagt Europeen immigrants arrived in Bogton. The
city's Jawish population exploded from 5,000 to 40,000, largely concentrated in Eagt Boston. While this community
egablished itsown locd indtitutions sgparate from Temple Ohabal Shdom, higtorians suggest that membars of Esgt
Bogton's Jewish community were dlowed to utilize Oheba Shdom Camelery as apicnic ground and recregtion areas As
these newly arrived immigrants progpered through the first decades of the 20* century, they gradudly vacated the
tenaments of the centrd city to settle in aress of Dorchester, Roxbury, Chdlses, and Mattgpan. While immigration reform
in 1924 dramaticdly hdted this wave of Jewish immigration, by the onset of World Wer |1, Eagt Elrgpeen Jewish
immigrants hed become a significant presancein Boston.

Dedgn Precedents and Further Acquistions

It isunlikely that Ohebd Shelom Cemetery wiss laid out according to aconstious design. Rather, physicd evidence
Uggests that the congregation relied upon the buria practices of their homdand. The earliest graves were dudtered
extrendy dose together in along rectangular strip near the western (Byron Street) Sde (sections 1, 2, ad 3).
Traditionaly, Jawish cemeteriesin Eagern Europe accommodated the deed sequentidly, with little concem for the
expression of familia relation. Likewise, in the ddest sectionsof Ohabe Shadom Cametery, minimd family groupings
ae interspersad with individua gravesites On subssquent plans of the cemetery, this early group of crowded grave plots
isstill dearly visible,

The higtory of the Temple Oheba Shalom congregation prepared in 1982 by Jeannette and Abraham Nizil indicate thet
the cametey wias expanded in 1868 and again in 1876. Dead trandfers show that aNathen Morris sold properties in the
cametery'svicinity to Ohaba Shdom in 1868 and 1876, but their exact locations are not known. Desd resserch confirms
that the cametery doubled in acreege with the acquistionin April 1889 offivecontiguous parcds, subauming Homer
Srest and extending to the right-of-way of the Boston Revere Beech & Lynn Railroad. Between 1834 and 1892, a amdll
triangular parcd a the southeedt corner of Wordsworth and Homer Stregts was sold to Temple Ohaba Shdom by Nathen

Morris (mep 1).

A plan (mgp 2) that probably dates to sometime between 1897 and 1903 illudtrates alayout that indudes area of both
family plotsand individua graves A main feature of this plan isthe former Homer Street, which isshown as awide
cariage road with atumaround a the westem end. The generdly rectilinear circulation pattem is offset by two rond
points which sarve as focal points in the cemetery. This plan was never carried ot in its entirety, probably reflecting the

(continued)
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changing neads of the congregation. Significantly, the plan depicts in evation, a two-story wood-frame gructure of
vernecular gyle on the same dte as the present chigpd. A seriesof three oversze pointed arch doors sugget thet thiswes
apublic building, desgned to admit large groups of people Thiswes probably an earlier chepd for the cametay that wes
replaced by the current masonry gtructure in 1903, The plan dso shows two amdler dructures to the south of the chepd,
possibly tool gheds or ahearse house

The plan desribed ebove dearly resemblesthe rationdized cemeteries of the Early American Republic (eg. the New
Haven Burying Ground [ca 1796] or the South End Burying Ground [Bogton, 1810]) and the late 19* century lavn
camngay. In contragt to the earlier haphezard pattem of burid a Oheba Shdom, this plan orders buridsin gpadous,
regularly soeced family plots. It atempts nothing of the picturesgue "mral cemetery” qudities of Mt. Auburn in
Cambridge, pahges the mogt influential burying ground in American history. It does, however, reflect the idea of
cardeies as wdoome grean goeoss from which to excgpe the crowded city. The cametery's network of peths reflected a
dear sa=e of order and permanence, and ws beattified by plantings. Until the establishment of Bogton's Public Garden
in 1859, and the Pak Sydeam in the 18805 cameteries served an important function as pleesure grounds. Indesd, the
Ohabd Shdom Cemetery wes identified on an 1886 Park Department, City of Boston migp entitled " Public Recregtion
Grounds and Certain other Public Properties Generdly Freefrom Buildings' es "available to be used as[d bresthing
place or recregtion ground.”

The building permit for the chapd was issued to John A. Hady of 68 Devonshire Street on July 21, 1903, and the building
was completed in Decamber 26, 1903, a acogt of $5,000. The 1912 alas (mgp 3) shows Homer Stredt a5 apepa srest
running eest-west through the cemetery. North of the road there are six evenly goeced square sectionsof burid lots South
of Home Strest are four parcds, three of which are angled because of the dignment of the railroad tracks. There ared0
two buildings shown on the cemetery property, the 1908 chapd and asmdler dructure in the southwest corner that wes
probebly atool shed. A building located on the eest Sde of Wordsworth Stregt labded "Ohabel Shdom'* saved asthe
cagaaka'shouse It exids today asa private resdence, having bean sold some yearsago, and isnot induded in the
present nomination.

A plan of the cametary dated ca 1937 (mep 4) reflectsthe cametary largdy asit istoday. Rather than the deborate cul-de
sc shown onthe ca. 1897 plan (map 2), the parcd to the south of what was Homer Streat wiss filled with large family
plotstraversed by the same narrow wakway's evident dsawhere on the ste. Mot of thesefamily plots date from the 20*
century. Rdated heedgtones and monuments are much smpler than their older counterparts, but with multiple burids thet
vividly portray a family's extended history. Intermingled with these "newer” markers are occasond gones from the 19*
century, ether with traditional Jewish symbals or those of Classicd derivation, such as the ums and columns A thorough
heeddone inventory would yield authoritative data, but it would ssam that as the congregation became assmilated over
time, their tagtein funerary monuments increasingly reflected that of the dominant Anglo-Saxon culture. The English
Goathic bedsfor the design ofthe chgpd is anather example of this adoption of American tegtes it can be viewed meardy
& acontinuation of the congregation's use of Chrigtian building forms for itsown vibrant traditions.

In the pos-war era, large numbers of Bogton's Jaws moved out to the suburtss of Brookline, Newton, and beyond. Many
dtematives became available to the canetery in Eagt Bogton, leading to its eventud decline. Socid mobility contributed
to acrigsof suocoesson in the managament of oncelindependent Jewish cametaries and anumber of cemeteries weare

(continued)
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neglected or abandoned. Ohaba Shdlom Cemetery wias acquired in 1996 by the Jewish Camalery Association of
Massachuseits (JCAM), anonprofit communa agency formed in 1984 to provide for the continuity and preservation of
Jewish cemeteries JCAM identifies itself as a rdigious organization, with agtated commitment to mantenance of Jewish
tradition and the provison of dignified Jewish buria for the indigent. Although Ohabe Shdom Cangeay remansactive
under the manegamatt of JCAM, only a handful of burids take place there eech yeer. Burids a the Eagt Bodon camngery
are limited to membas of "old families’ assodated with Brooklinegs Ohabal Shdom Temple, whase congregation today
primarily uses asection of Sharon Memorid Park. The camelery grounds receive routine maintenance, but funds are
lacking for landscgpe and monument restoration. The chgpd isin a deteriorated condition; however, remedid smcturd
and masonry restoration hes abilized the building. The owner isactively engeged in preparing amanegament plan,
which will revitdize the chapd for life cyde usss and community functions, featuring an interpretive exhibit.

(end)
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
Verbal Boundary Description

Ohaba Shdom Cangery isaroughly trapezoida areallocated in the Eagt Boston neighborhood of Bogton. It is bounded
on the west by Byron Street; on north by the former Horace Stret (now the Savio Prep School); on the eet by
Wordsworth Stregt; and on the south by the MBTA (subway) tracks. It conddts of two parcds Parod 0100965000, 147
Wordsworth Streat (101,510 square feet), which encompesses the bulk of the cemetery; and Pared 0100966000, Byron
Sreet (1,464 souarefeet) agmdl diver of land dong the MBTA tracks Thetota acreegeis 102,974 souere feet or 236
aoes The owner of record listed in Boston Assessing filesis Temple Obaha Shdom [sic]. However, in 1996 the
camnday wastranderred to the Jewish Camaery Association of Massachusetts which currently owns and adminigers the

property.

Verbal Boundary Judtification

The boundary encomypesses the entire 2.36-acre candlery etablished in 1844 and expanded over time. The former
caretaker's house located aoross the dreat from the cangtlery on Wordsworth Street is exduded from this nomination,
as it does not have strong assodiations with the cemeteary, does not retain integrity, and is now privately owned.

(end)
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Photographs

Photo #

1

Location/Description Date

View of chapd looking northwedt, with Wordsworth Sret - 2/2007
in the foreground. Wordsworth Street fenceisvisible on
ather sde of the chapd.

Oldest part of cametary (section 3) with amdl marble 2/2007
heedstones, view looking west towards Byron Street.

Older heeddtones d ong the western edge of the candgery 212007
(section 2) including the Leventha and Frankengtein paired
heeddonesjoined by an arch (at left, adjacent to eech other),

view looking northwest towards Byron Street.

View of older heedgones (section 2) looking southeest 2/2007
towards Wordsworth Street, same with inscriptions on the
wes (back) sde.

Four of the five mausdleuns located dong the southern 2/2007
edge of the cemeeary, view looking south towards railroad
tracks.

Beal mausoleum at far left and family monumentsin section 2/2007
6, view |ooking southwest from near chapel. (

Interior view ofthe Chapd looking southeedt, festuring 2/2007
trusses and board ceiling and gained glass window.

Photo by

David Bohl

David Bohl

David Bohl

David Bohl

David Bohl

David Bohl

David Bohl
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Mgp 1 - 189 alas showing Homer Street (probebly a pgper dreet) running through
the center of the cemeery. There aretwo buildings on the Wordsworth Stregt Sde of
the cematery. The upper building wes probably an eerly chapd that was replaced

by the presant chapd in 1903, Thelower building was probably atool shed. The
cameeay isdivided into asariesof roughly square sections exceat a the southern end.
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Map 2- Undated plan, probably between 1897 and 1902, showing an earlier chepd
and two amdler buildings dong Wordsworth Street. Homer Strest is shown here &8
awide cangtery road. Thisplan corregponds dosdy with the current layout of the
northem part of the cametery but the southern part hes bean modified.
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Mep 3- The 1912 alas issmilar to the 1897 alas exoept thet it showsthe new chepd
built in 1903. Also, the former Milton Strest north of the cemetery (which no longer exists)
hes been renamed Horace Street. Surprisingly, Homer Street isstill shown as acity dredt,
dthough it had dmost certainly bean aoquired by the cemetery between 1892 and 1901.
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Map 4 - Thismgp probably detesto ca 1937. The Bed Mausoleum, which was

built in 1925 is shown here, s ae the Schooner and Dach Mausoleums, which were
built inthe late 1930sor early 1940s The ather two mausoleums are roughly sketched
in. Other than the mausdleums;, this plan generdly reflects existing conditions. The
darker aress. Sections Two ad Seven, and part of Section Three, reflect andler Sngle
or doubleburid lots, while the larger rectanglesreflect family plots.
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Map 5- Key Map. The numbers hererefer to the attached data sheat.
1 Chepd 6. Linsky Mausdleum 11. Holtz Heedeones
2. Wordsworth Street Fence 7. Nesson Mausoleum 12. Leventhd Heedgtones
3. Paimeter Fence 8. Schooner Mausdleum 13. Cohen Um
4. Bed Mausoleum 9. Anthony Heeddones 14. Warshauer Monument

5. Dach Mausoleum 10. Frankengtein Heeddtones
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OHABEI SHALOM CEMETERY
East Bogon (Suffolk County), Massachusetts
DATA SHEET 2/19/07

Historic Name Description Material Date Location Type
Ohabel Shdom Cemeery Jawish cemetery NA 184 Wordsworth ~ Site
(MHC# - BOS 801) Strest
Chegpd (MHCH# - BOS232) Victorian Gothic  granite, date 1903 Wordsworth - Building
roof Stret
Wordsworth Street Fence Iron picket fence  Wrought Ca 1908 Wordsworth  Structure
with threegates  iron, Sone Stret
piers
Perimeter Fence (other 6-8 tal fence Chain link Lae20" North, west, Structure
three Sdes) century south Sdes
Bed Mausoleum Moderne Granite, 1925 South 5de Structure
bronze door of cemetery
Dach Mausoleum Moderne Granite, Ca 1940s South 9de Structure
bronze door of camaeay
Linsky Mausoleum Modemne Granite, Ca 1940s South 5de Structure
bronze door of camaeay
Nesson Mausoleum Moderne Granite, Ca 1%0s South Sde Structure
bronze door of cameeay
Schooner Mausoleum Gresk ingpired, Rudticated Ca 190s South 9de Structure
pilagters ad granite of cemetery
ums
Anthony Pared Heedgtones Double Marble Lae19”™  Section3 Object
heedgones century
joined by arch
Frankengein Paired Double Granite Ealy 20"  Section 2 Object
Heedstones headstones century?
joined by arch
Holtz Paired Heedgtones Double Marble Lae 19"  Section 2 Object
heeddones century
joined by arch

Note: The Data Sheat Hds key and representative examples of burial markers,
but is by no meensacomprehendve list of al markers inthe cemetery.

Status
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OHABEI SHALOM CEMETERY
East Bogon (Suffolk County), Massachusetts
DATA SHEET 2/19/07

Leventhd Pared Double Marble 189%0s Section 2

Headstones heedgones
joined by arch

Cohen Urn Urn in ronde Marble 1833 Section 3
point

Warshauer Monument Smadl family Zinc Ca 1839 Setion4
monument

Note: The Data Shest lists key and representative examples of buriad markers,
but isby no means acomprehengive list of dl markersin the cemetery.

Object

Object

Object
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REQUESTED ACTI ON: NOM NATI ON

PRCOPERTY  Ohabei Shal om Cemetery
NAME:

MULTI PLE
NI E :

STATE & GOUNTY:  NMASSACHUSETTS, Suffolk
DATE RECEIl VED. 7/ 09/ 08 DATE CF PENDI NG LI ST: 7/ 28/ 08

DATE (F 16TH DAY: 8/ 12/ 08 DATE G- 45TH DAY: 8/ 22/ 08
DATE GF WEEKLY LI ST:

REFERENCE NUMBER 08000795
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The Commonwealth of M assachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwe;,  WAT. REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
July 7, 2008 M assachusetts Historical Commission NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Mr. J. Paul Loether

Nationa Regiger of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

Nationa Park Service

1201 Eye Strest, NW  8* floor
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Mr. Loether:
Endosed plessefind the following nomination form:
Ohabal Shdom Cemetery, 147 Wordsworth Street, Boston [Eagt Boston] (Suffolk), MA

The nomination hes been voted ligible by the State Review Board and has bean sgned by the
Sate Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the property in the Certified Loca
Govemment community of Boston were notified of pending State Review Board consideration 60
to 90 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity to comment.

Sincerdy,

Ry Fiedbierg r
National Register Director
M assachusetts Historical Commission

encdosure

cC Lynne Spanos, Mendars, Torrey, Spanoa Architects
Katherine McLaughlin, Bogon CLG ooordinator
Thomes Menino, Mayoar, City of Bogon
SN Prange, Bogon Landmarks Commission
Jenish Camday Assoddion of Masssdhusdts
Lynn SmiledgeRosamary Foy/Bamie Zimhdd

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 » Fax: (617) 727-5128
vww.sec.state. ma.us/mhc



