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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Federal trench located on the north side of Corinth, parallel
to Harper Road and one-quarter mile south of Mississippi Highway 2, is
the best-preserved earthwork remaining from the Siege of Corinth, This
trench once extended over half a mile, and it is extant for nearly that
distance today. It faces a broad field which has remained either under
cultivation or in pasture since the Civil War.

Its construction is typical of breastwork used by infantry. The
earth removed was piled on the west side to protect its occupants from
enemy’' fire. When the trenchiwas-constructed] it was probably. about:four
feet deep, with the émbankment addihg approximateiy two feet. A step,
or firing platform;,:dllowed the riflemen to fire through depressions in
the parapet, which probably had a headlog along the crest at the time
of its comstruction.

Today, the trench may be easily seen from Harper Road because of
the huge hardwoods which grow along its length. These trees have helped
preserve the works from the elements of time and weather.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Harper Road Trench, the best-preserved Civil War earthwork remaining from the
Siege of Corinth,:which may,be easily seen- today;,.was,constructed as;part of the Federal
offensive attempting to.encircle:the. town and its.Confederate, garrison. o

After the battle-of- Shiloh, April 6 - 7, 1862, Major General.Henry W. Halleck
arrived to take personal command of the Federal forces there and immediately began
preparations to capture Corinth. Corinth was important because of its position on the
crossing of two major railroads, the Memphis & Charleston running east to west, and the
Mobile & Ohio going north to south.

Halleck began his campaign with over ninety thousand men and reached Corinth with
a force of about one hundred ten thousand, composed of three armies under Major Generals
Ulysses S. Grant, Don C. Buell, and John Pope. General Pierre G. T. Beauregard, C.S.A,
in Corinth with approximately thirty thousand of the forty thousand men who had made the
march into Tennessee, managed to strengthen his army with the addition of General Earl
Van Dorn's army from Arkansas and other reinforcements. This gave Beauregard about sixty-
six thousand men.

Halleck's advance met with only minor resistance on the march---at Farmington, Seven
Mile Creek, and Russell's House-~-but the token opposition served its purpose to slow
Halleck down by causing the overly cautious general to entrench at the end of each day's
march. By May 25, Halleck was on the outer edge of Corinth. It had taken the Federals
almost a month to march twenty miles.

On May 28, the 7th Division, Right Wing (Thomas's), Army of the Tennessee, under
Brigadier General Thomas W. Sherman, advanced west of the Monterey-Corinth Road (Harper
Road) and erected earthworks parallel to the road on the east side of a broad field..

On the west side of the field was Phillips Creek, with the Confederate line on the
opposite bank. Sherman's men had become quite proficient in throwing up works over the
past month and experienced little difficulty in their task. But, the work was in vain.
By the time the trench was completed there was no foe against which to use it.

After observing the advance of the Federal siege line for four days, Beauregard
decided to save his army while he had the chance, and on the night of May 29, he moved
to extricate his army. To create the impression that reinforcements were arriving,
Confederate troops cheered empty trains entering Corinth from the south. Later, when
the trains pulled quietly out of town toward Tupelo, the troops were on board. On the
morning of May 30, Halleck's scouts reported that only a few cavalry were occupying
Corinth's defenses, and most of those escaped as the Federal army.entered the town.

Halleck's hollow victory earned him the position of Commander-in-Chief of all
United States forces. Beauregard's brilliant hoax, however, infuriated President
Jefferson Davis, who blamed him for the large number of sick and deserters under his
command and replaced him with the less capable Major General Braxton Bragg.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Bordered by Harper Road on east, visual length of trench, and extending west-
word to include the field shown in yellow on quadrangle map.
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