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Tulsa's Convention Hall is a four story red brick build 
ing constructed in 1913 to serve as both Convention Hall 
and Municipal Theater. Sited in Tulsa's oldest commer 
cial district, Convention Hall's distinctive shape and 
massive size are still identifiable reminders of its past 
use.

The low wide lines of the building are emphasized by hor 
izontal courses of brick at the ground floor and above 
the third floor level, and by concrete geometric designs 
on the south elevation. The original south elevation 
facade featured a balustraded portico supported by two 
square columns. Two story bays flanking the portico 
were lighted by double hung windows. On the east and 
west elevations sixty eight double hung windows provided 
cross ventilation and light.

Major exterior changes occured in 1953. The building's 
north end was extended to create additional dressing 
room space and the front elevation portico and steps 
were replaced by a two story blond brick addition which 
provided needed mezzanine and ground floor lobbies. Al 
though most of the windows were bricked in at that time 
and the street front elevations painted light green, 
the building retains sufficient architectural integrity 
to convey its social and cultural contributions to Tulsa 
from 1913 through 1977.

The interior space has undergone repeated remodeling. 
The balcony and 128 foot by 117 foot main auditorium 
remain.
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Convention Hall is a reminder of Tulsa's early and con 
tinued committment to cultural and commercial progress. 
Financed by city bonds, the $100,000 building was an 
ambitious project for the young community of only thirty 
thousand and was an attempt to compete regionally for 
more of the growing convention business.

Billed as the largest hall between Kansas City and Houston 
Convention Hall showcased many great artists of the twen 
tieth century including Caruso, Ethel Barrymore, Jolson, 
Pavlova, Isadora Duncan, Rachmaninoff, and Paterewski. 
Among the events associated with the building are Tulsa's 
first grand opera, Oklahoma's first major convention (1918 
gathering of the Sons of the Confederacy) and, in 1923, 
the first International Petroleum Exposition. During 
Tulsa's 1921 race riot, Convention Hall served as a de 
tention center for blacks.

Although its architectural integrity was compromised by 
the 1953 addition, "The Old Lady of Brady" (as she came 
to be called), was at the center of Tulsa's social and 
cultural life for more than sixty years. In continual 
use as a Convention Hall and Municipal Theater from 
1913 to 1977, it is now privately owned and the interior 
is being renovated for use as a country western nightclub.

Present rehabilitation plans do not include removal of 
the 1953 addition, but National Register designation 
could encourage such a future porject.
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CONVENTION HALL, Tulsa, Erected by T. O'Keefe, 'Contractor


