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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Brainerd Water Tower is 141 feet high from footing to top of
roof, has a 40 foot diameter bowl, and a 28 foot diameter riser. The
entire structure is of reinforced poured-in-place concrete, Early reports
suggest the structure was poured monolithically although close study
of photographs taken at various times during construction show cold or
construction joints.,

The tower was designed to hold three hundred thousand gallons of
water for municipal use. Construction of the tower was accomplished
in conjunction with a new water pumping station and wells along with
many improvements to the city water system,

In 1928, the tank developed major leaks through construction and
cold joints and an 8 ply membrane liner was installed in the interior
of the tank. This was protected by a 4" course of hard brick from the
floor of the tank to within 6" of the roof line. 1In the late 1940's
the roof had deteriorated to the point that serious leaking was being
experienced. This was repaired by patching the roof and placing a
6" zonolite filler in the gutter line at the upper rim of the tank., A
4 ply membrane : roof was placed over the concrete roof and is in place

presently.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Brainerd's concrete water tower, believed the first of its kind in
the United States for mun1c1pal water storage use, was built according to
a design by St. Paul Englneer L.P. d%T/} in 1918-199T. 1t is illustra-
tive of an innovative use of concrete for the purposes of municipal

erater storage and fire protection. At the time of its completion,
Brainerd was said to have one of the most modern and efficient municipal
water systems in the state.

The tower was constructed for the Water and Light Commission and
was used continuously until 1958 when new and larger facilities were
constructed. In 1968 the tower and property were turned over to the
Brainerd Clty Council, o -

This unique and imposing structure has long been one of the most
widely known landmarks in northern Minnesota. A drawing of the tower
is used as letterhead for city stationery for Brainerd and intentions

are that it be preserved as a focal point for future historical

interpretation of the Brainerd area.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
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