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The old bridges of Napa County, of which there were more than eighty
during the first part of the 20th Century, are now largely things of the
past. Many are too narrow for today's driving needs; some have been isola-
ted from present day travel routes by highway realignment, one has dis-
appeared beneath the waters of Lake Berryessa.

The oldest, however still stands, spanning the Napa River at Pope
Avenue northeast of 3t. Helena. Desi ned and built by R.H, Pithie in
1894 of stone obtained from what is still known as the W1ng arry on
Monticello Road, Napa County, it is a triple arch stone masonry structure.
The width of the bridge is 18 feet between the face of the parapet walls.
The walls are 2 feet thick, the length of the bridge is 175 feet, and
the wingwalls are 15 feet in length. The length of the bridge is ex-
clusive of the wingwalls. Its cost was $14,500. The channel of the
creek was changed and together with approaches the improvement represented
an outlay of about $17,500. By engineering standards, it is still 1C0%
structuraly sound, although lacking in steel framework usually embodied
in today's bridges.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Pope Street Bridge was the first of many stone bridges built
throughout Napa County, some 75 or more years ago. Its designer and
contractor, R. H. Pithie obtained the structural material from the
Wing warry located on Monticello Road near the summit of Mt. George
Grade, Napa County. H. W. Wing, the quarry founder immigrated to
America from England in the mid 1800's, and with J. B, Newman, another
expert stone mason, began quarrying in 1876, Going into business for
himself in 1880, Wing provided masterfully hewn rock, much of which
was used in constructlon of buildings, wine cellars, cemetery vaults

and subsequently on the Pope St. Bridge. Like most bridges of that
day, the Pope St. Bridge was built to accommodate horsedrawn vehicles.,
It was not built to conveniently permit passage of two vehicles at the
same time. Nevertheless, since 1894 it has continued to_serve those
seeking access from 5t. Helena to Chiles Valley, Pope and Howell
VMountain, and forms a connecting link with Eighways 128 and 29 and the
Silverado Trail. In the big earthquake of 1906 it came through un-
scathed, a testimonial to the skill of K. H. Pithic, its builder, and
to the excellent craftsmanship that went into its construction.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:
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Titte __State Liaison Officer
Date __ October 16, 1970

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Higforic Preservation
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