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NPS FORM 10-900-A 
(8-BB) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

H.L. Bruce House 
Section number N/A Page 1 Henry County, Tennessee 

0MB Approval No 1024-001B 

The H.L. Bruce House was listed on the National Register on September 7, 1988 under the 
Historic Resources of Paris Tennessee Multiple Property Document. This two-story frame Neo
classical style house was built ca. 1910 and was listed under Criterion C for its local significance in 
architecture. The house and its non-contributing outbuilding is no longer extant and a parking lot 
has been constructed at its former location. According to the Paris, TN Building Inspector, the 
parking lot has been in existence for close to twenty years or 1994. As a result, the H.L. Bruce 
House has lost the significance for which it was listed and no longer retains integrity of setting, 
location, d~sign, materials, workmanship and feeling. Therefore, the H.L. Bruce House should be 
removed from the National Register. 

Claudette Stager, Deputy State Histor' 
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Figure 1: H.L. Bruce House in 1988. Main (east) facade. View to the west. 
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Figure 2: H.L. Bruce House in 1988. Main façade and south elevation. View to the northwest. 
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Figure 3: Floor plan of the former H.L. Bruce House. 
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Figure 4: Former location of the H.L. Bruce House at the time of listing in 1988. 
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Figure 5:  Google Earth image of H.L. Bruce House in 1997. 
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Figure 6:  Google Earth image of H.L. Bruce House in 2008. 
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Figure 7:  Google Earth image of H.L. Bruce House in 2010. 
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Figure 8: 2014 Google Maps image of the former location of the H.L. Bruce House. 
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Figure 9:  View to the north of the former location of the H.L Bruce House. 
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Figure 10:  View to the northeast of the former location of the H.L. Bruce House. 
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Figure 10:  View to the south of the former location of the H.L. Bruce House. 
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Figure 11:  View to the south from West Blythe Street of the former location of the H.L. Bruce House. 
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TENNESSEE MULTIPLE PROPERTY FORM

Title; Historic Resources of Pads, Tennessee

Historic Name; Bruce, H.L., House (Site # 5) 
Common Name; Dumas Inn

County; Henry

Classifi cation Building

Owner; First Presbyterian Church, P.O. Box 107, Pads, Tennessee 38462 

Location; 202 South Poplar Street, Pads, Tennessee

Non-Contrihutinq 
Buildings 1
Structures 0
Sites 0

Total; 1

Contributinq;
BuLLdings 1
Structures 0
Sites 0

Total; 1 _____

Descdpti-on;

The H.L. Bruce Horse is a two-story frame Neo-Classical style residence 
residence bruit ca.l910. The house was deagned in a central haH plan and is 
three bays in width. On the main (east) facade is a two-story porch with fluted 
Codnthian columns. On the second story of the porch is a railing with turned 
balusters. The main entrance has an original frame and glass door with leaded 
glass sidelights and an dlipdcal transom. On the first floor of the main facade 
are large single light windows with leaded ^ss rectangular transoms. On the 
central bay of the second story is an entrance with a an^ light frame and 
glass door with sidelights and transom. Windows throughout the house are 
one-over-one sa^. The house has a brick and stucco foundation.

The house has a pyramidal roof with gable dormers on each facade. These 
dormers have one-over-sa^ windows with the dormer on the main facade 
dispilaying paired windows. At the roofline on the main facade is a decorative 
cornice with guttae and metopes and modillion blocks. The house rests on a 
brick foundation and has been covered in recent years with metal siding. At the 
rear of the house is a two-story original wing with an original one-story lattice 
porch.

The interior of the house di^ilays its original central hall plan. Some of the 
interior rooms have been subdivided for apartments. The interior retains an 
nriginai staircase with milled balusters and new^ post and mantles with siir^de 
Dade pdlasters. No p^iotographs of the interior were p)ermitted. At the rear of 
the house is a modern non-oontributing garage.

Pedod of Significance; ca.l910

Area of Significance; Architecture

Cdtedon; C

Architect/Builder: Unkrxjwn

vUL i:: tj 1988 

TENNESSEE MULTIPLE PROPERTY FORM 

Title: Historic Resources of Paris, Tennessee 

Historic Name: Bruce, H.L., House (Site # 5) 
Common Name: Dumas Inn 

CJas:;ifi cation Buildi.ng 

County: Henry 

Owner: First Presbyterian Church, P.O. Box 107, Paris, Tennessee 38462 

Location: 202 South Poplar Street, Paris, Tennessee 

Contributing: 
Buildi.ngs 
Structures 
Sites 

Total; 

Description: 

1 
0 
0 

1 

Non-Contributing 
B uildi.ngs 1 
Structures O 
Sites 0 

Total; 1 

The H.L. Bruce House is a two-story frame Neo-Classi.cal style radence 
radence built. ca.1910. The house was deagned in a central hall plan and is 
three bays in width. On the main (east} facade is a two-story porch with fluted 
Corinthian oolumn.s. On the secorrl srory of the :i;x,rch is a railing with turned 
balusters. The main entrance has an original frame and g]ass d::>or with leaded 
g]ass sidelights arrl an elliptical tran&)m. On the first floor of the main facade 
are large e.ngle light windows with leaded g1ag,; rectangular tran&)ms. On the 
central bay of the secorrl &.ery is an entrance with a angle light frame arrl 
glass door with sidelights and trall&)m. Wirrlows throughout the house are 
one-over-one sash. The house has a brick and stucco fourrlation. 

The house has a pyramidal roof with gable dormers on each facade. These 
dormers have one-over-sash wiooows with the dormer on the main facade 
displaying paired windows. At the roofline on the main facade is a decorative 
cornice with guttae arrl metq>es and modillion blocks. The house rests on a 
brick fourrlation and has been covered in recent years with metal siding. At the 
rear of the house is a two-story original wing with an original one-story Jattice 
:i;x,rch. 

The interior of the house displays its original central hall plan. Some of the 
interior rooms have been subdivided for apartments. The interior retains an 
original staircase with milled balusters am newel post and mantles with simple 
Doric pilasters. No photographs of the interior were permitted. At the rear of 
the house is a mcxlern oon-contributing garage. 

Pericxl of Significance: ca.1910 

Area of Significance: Architecture 

Criterion: C 

Architect/Builder: Unknown 



statement of SignifLcance;

The H.L. Bruce House is a notabile example o£ a Neo-Classical style residence. 
Constructed ca. 1910, the house is one oE the largest and best examples of this 
style constructed in Paris. The house di^ilays a large two-^ry frame 
Cominthian portico and dassLcal detailing such as guttae and metopes and 
modillLon blocks at the roofline. De^te the addition cf metal siding the house 
has its original form and design and few other changes have occurred to toe 
residence. The house is the most ornate Neo-Classical residence in toe city with 
large eave modillLon blocks, Corinthian columns and dOiptical entrance.

This lot was the ate of a 19th century frame house which was owned by the 
W.D. KendalL faitdly for many years. In 1909, toe property was sold to H.L. 
Bruce and his wife SaUie Thomason Bruce and they erected this house soon 
after. is known of Bruce and they sold this house in 1920 to Dr. John
Weldon and the house was later purchased by the Dumas family in 1924. The 
Dumas family converted the house into apartments and owned the house until 
recent years when it was sold to the First Presbyterian Church.

The Bruce House is notable for its Neo-Classical architectural design. The house 
is one of toe largest and most imposing in the downtown vicirdty and retains its 
original design. Bs Comithian portico and classical decoration at toe roofline 
and entrance makes it one of Paris' most important homes of the early 20th 
century.

Acreage; Less than 1 acre

UTM References; Paris Quad/380980/4017970

Verbal Boundary Description and Justification; The boundary for the H.L. Bruce 
House is illustrated on accompanying Henry County tax map # 106 A, block F, 
lot 16. The boundary is drawn to include aH prc^)^y presently associated with 
the Bruce House. The boundary includes sufficient property to protect the 
historical setting of the site.

Supplemental BibLLoqraphical References; Interview, Mrs. Elizabeth Dumas, 
October 12, 1987.

statement of Significance: 

The H.L. Bruce House .is a notable example of a Neo-CJassical style residence. 
Constructed ca. 1910, the house .is one of the largest and best examples of th.is 
style constructed in Paris. The house displays a large two-story frame 
Corninthian portico and cla$i.cal detailing ruch as guttae and metopes and 
modillion blocks at the roofline. Despite the addition of metal siding the house 
has its original. form and design and few other changes have occurred to the 
residence. The house is the most ornate Neo-CJassi.cal res.dence in the city with 
large eave mcxlillion blocks, Corinthian columns and elliptical entrance. 

This lot was the site of a 19th century frame house which was owned by the 
W.D. Kendall family for many years. In 1909, the property was s:il.d to H.L. 
Bruce and his wife 8allie Thomas:>n Bruce and they erected th.is house g)()n 
after. Little .is known of Bruce and they s:il.d th.is house in 1920 to Dr. John 
Weloon and the house was later purchased by the Dumas family in 1924. The 
Dumas family converted the house into apartments and owned the house until 
recent years when it was s:il.d to the First Presbyterian Church. 

The Bruce House is notable for its Nee-Classical architectural design. The house 
is one of the largest and most imposing in the ci:>wntown vicinity and retains its 

original. design. Il:s Cornithian portico and classical decoration at the roofline 
and entrance makes it one of Paris' most important homes of the early 20th 
century. 

Acreage: Less than 1 acre 

UT M References: Paris Quad/380980/ 4017970 

Verbal Boundary Description and Justification: The l::x:>undary for the H.L. Bruce 
House .is illustrated on accompanying Henry County tax map # 106A, block F, 
lot 16. The l::x:>undary is drawn to include all property presently asscx::i.ated with 
the Bruce House. The lx>undary includes sufficient property to protect the 
historical setting of the site. 

Supplemental Bibliographical References: Interview, Mrs. Elizabeth Dumas, 
October 12, 1987. 
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September 26, 2014 

Carol Shull 

.. 
TENNESSEE HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE 
2941 LEBANON ROAD 

NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37243-0442 
OFFICE: (615) 532-1550 

E-mail: Claudette.Stager@tn.gov 
(615) 770-1089 

www.tnhistoricalcommission.org 

Keeper of the National Register 
National Park Service 
National Register Branch 
1201 Eye Street NW 
8th floor 
Washington, DC 20005 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

RECEIVE02200 

OCT O 3 l'.014 

~At REGISTER OF:~ISTOfUC 
l Nf.TIONAL™RKSER'IIGE ----~=-_, 

Enclosed please find the documentation to remove the H.L. Bruce House from the 
National Register of Historic Places. The enclosed disk contains the true and correct 
copy of the documentation requesting the removal of the H.L. Bruce House from the 
National Register of Historic Places due to demolition. 

If you have any questions or if more information is needed, contact Peggy Nickell at 
615/532-1550, extension 128 or Peggy.Nickell@tn.gov. 

Sincerely, 

{!~~y' 
Claudette Stager 
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer 

Cs:pn 

Enclosure (3) 




