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1. Name of Property
historic name Poli's Palace Theatre

other names/site number Showcase Cinema; Franklin Sq. Theatre; Grand Theatre; The Hanover Theatre

2. Location

street & number 2 Southbridge Street | | not for publication
city or town  Worcester vicinity
state MA code MA county Worcester code 027 zip code 01608

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,

| hereby certify that this y_ nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for
registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements
set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In my opinion, the property "meets does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property
be considered significant at the following levei(s) of significance:

national statewide V~ocal
Signature of certifying official/Title Brona Simon, SHPO, MHC Date

State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria.
Signature of commenting official Date
Title State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government

4. National Park Service Certification

" entered in the National Register determined eligible for the National Register
determined not eligible for the National Register removed from the National Register
other (explain;)

\r 16" 11

Date of Action
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5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
(Checl< as many boxes as apply.; (Check only one box.) (Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing

private X building(s) 1 0 buildings

public - Local district 0 0 district

public - State site 0 0 site

public - Federal structure 0 0 structure

object 0 0 object
1 0 Total

Name of related multiple property listing Number of contributing resources previously
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing) listed in the National Register

Worcester, MA, MRA, 1980

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions ) (Enter categories from instructions.)
RECREATION AND CULTURE/theater RECREATION AND CULTURE/theater

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials
(Enter categories from instructions.)

(Enter categories from instructions.)

foundation. BRICK
BEAUX ARTS
CLASSICAL REVIVAL walls: BRICK, TERRA COTTA, GLASS, METAL

roof: SYNTHETICS: Rubber

other:
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5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
(Check as many boxes as apply.) (Check only one box.) (Do not include previously listed resources in the count.;

Contributing Noncontributing

X private X building(s) 1 0 buildings
public - Local district 0 0 district
public - State site 0 0 site
public - Federal structure 0 0 structure

object 0 0 object
1 0 Total
Name of related multiple property listing Number of contributing resources previously

(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing)  listed in the National Register
N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.) (Enter categories from instructions.)
RECREATION AND CULTURE/theater RECREATION AND CULTURE/theater

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials

(Enter categories from instructions.)
(Enter categories from instructions.)

BEAUX ARTS )
foundation: BRICK
CLASSICAL REVIVAL walls: BRICK, TERRA COTTA, GLASS, METAL

roof: SYNTHETICS: Rubber

other:
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Narrative Description

(Describe the historic and current physical appearance of the property. Explain contributing and noncontributing
resources if necessary. Begin with a summary paragraph that briefly describes the general characteristics of the
property, such as its location, setting, size, and significant features.)

Summary Paragraph

The Poli's Pdace Thedtre in Worcester condgts of the remnants of the former 1904 Franklin Souere Theetre facede and
entrance lobby, the 1926 Classicd Revivd theater interior desgned by Thomas W. Lamb and commissioned by Sylveder
A. Poli, and an entrance lobby and gage extension condructed in 2008. The narrow terra-cotta Beaux Arts, 1904 facede at
2 Southbridge Streat (Historic photo and Photas 1, 3) contains the origina upper gory terra-cotta arch and spandrds
omamented with shidds, wreaths, ribbons, and ssa monder heedsin bes relief Corinthian columns frame the fafade, the
friezeis enriched with floral omament in higher relief, and the cornices are 2008 reproductions.

The 1926 Thomes Lamb interior retains the two-gory inner labby (Photos 6, 7), the mezzanine promenade (Photo 5), and
bacony (Phato 7) with origind features such as railings, chanddiers, molded plagter ornament, lonic columns, mirrored
wall pands, ormamentd ceiling grilles, molded arches and meddlions. The inner lobby features the origind scagliola
(marbleized) finish on the wet wall, aswegping dair with a curved, cagt-iron, openrwork baudrade (Photo 7), ad the
colonnaded eedt wal with smdl saucer domesin the arches (Photo 6). The mezzanine promenede (Photo 5) isframed by
Doric columns, supporting an dliptica vault with origind ceiling meddlions. The balcony walls, enriched by ardhes with
cove molding, and the main ceiling above the ba cony with addicatdy ormamented sauoar dome, are dl origind (Photos
9, 10). The labby chanddiers (Photo 6) and the three-tiered main chanddier in the auditorium (Photo 12) are origindl.
New paintfinisheshighlight the ornamentd plager and extensve moldings, which enliven al of thetheatre surfaces

Despite changes over time, the thedter retains sufficient integrity to convey its Sgnificance as an daborate paace-type
theater. A 2008 rehabilitation of the theater resored the missing dements on the 1904 falBade, reesablished the origind
volumes of the 1996 theater (which hed been subdivided into multiple theaters), resored the mising detail & the lower
portion of thewadlls & the orchestra level, and recongtructed the proscenium arch, proscenium boxes and the dress circle
of the balcony, which hed bean removed.

Narrative Description

Exterior
Steand Building Massing

The former Pdli's Pdace Thedre dts on alot that is approximatdy trapezoidd in plan, bordered by Southbridge Stregt to
the west, by Burnsde Court (a private paved road/drive) to the south, by aparking lot to the eest, and by a building on
Southbridge Srest and aparking lot to the north. (See First Hoor Flan, 2010) The ot is not much larger than the footprint
of the building. The north border of the Ste isirregular, jogging around the irregular walls onthisdlevation. The grede
dopesdown dightly from north to south elong Southbridge Street. The building Sts & the Sdewak dong Southbridge
Srest and dong Burnsde Court.

Now cdled the Hanover Thegtre, the building hes four parts (See First Hoor Flan, 2010) The origind 1904 entrance
faBade and entrance lobby is a the northwest corner of the dte (A); south of that is the entrance and entrance 1obby
completed in 2008 (B). The Thomes Lamb-desgned theater (1926) is a the center of the dte (C), and the L- dheped
portion that forms the et and northeest sections was completed in 2008 (D).

The narrow 1904 fecade on Southbridge Stret (A) (Phaoto 3), the original 1904 theeter entrance, provided aooess to an
entrance corridor, which led eedt toward the theater that wes oriented north-south. A three-dtory office building,
trgpezoidd in plan, fronting on Southbridge Strest wes replaced in 2008, with an entirdly new gructure (B) containing the
entrance, ticket lobby, devator, and upper lobby (Photo 1). Behind (eadt of ) these sections, the theater then Sgpsup in
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one two, ad three dories in vaious volumes as it extends back toward the auditorium, which isthe talest section of the
building. These volumes, endlosing the former fan room, projection booth, the main auditorium, and & the rear, the dage
house are built of red brick, with terra-cotta coping & the top of the walls. Eadt of the age houseis (Section D) the 2008
dage extendon and the new green room, which replacesthe 1926 green room.

EXTERIOR
Saction A

As pat of the 2008 rehabilitation, a 1968 brick facade was removed to reved the 1904 terra cotta facade of the former
Franklin Sguere Theetre. (lllustration 1 and Phatos 1, 3). Theterra-cotta facede hes a r/2-story arched window opening,
framed by a molded arch embdlished with ribbons framing individud light sockets Ornamentd spandrdsbdow the arch
have shidds and floral ormament in bas-rdief  The goandrds ebove the arch are enriched with wreeths, ribbons, ad
fantagticd sea monder heeds and are framed in egg-and-dart molding. Cantered above the arch is a projecting keystone
omamented with an acanthus lesf. Light socketswith bulbs frame the arch and the fafade. The large arched window &
one time held gained glass, but there isno historic glassremaining in the window. Sat within the monumentd arch are
paired, round-arched windows, with acentra oculus above A amdl triangle of dained glass remains between thetwo
round-arched windows. The monumental columns framing the facade were reproduced infiberglass-reinforcedplagtic
(FRP), beeed on early photogrgphs. The heavily ormamented frieze hes floral omament in higher rdief, above which aea
dentil band, shdlow brackets, and acornice, al of which aso were reproduced in FRP. The frieze was besed on ramnants
of the original that hed been chipped, and the cornice was basad on photographs An upper pedimented pargpet, d<o
removed in 1968, hes not bean reproduced. The paired center doors and curved storefronts a the first dory were
condructed in 2008.

Section C

The ssoondary 1926 devaions (north and south wals, and upper west wall of the auditorium) are built of red brick (Photo
4). Thebuilding ggosup in various volumes as it extends beck toward the auditorium, which isthe tallest section of the
building. Thisarea housss the mechanica and control rooms, and the main auditorium. At the reex is the Sage house
Section B

The 2008 |obby/entrance building is sheathed in cagt-gone veneer, with monumentd pilagters framing baysof gass ad
duminum curtain wall congtruction (Photo 1). The faBade of this section is divided into four bays and a southwes bay
that turns the cormer on Burnside Court. The entrance is shdtered by abroad marques, and is located toward the south
ad of the Southbridge Stret fafade.

Section D

The dage extendon and the new green room are shegthed in an insulated metd pand st on aconcrete foundation. (Photo
4)
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Founders Room

Theformer location of offices a the saoond floor of the 1904 Franklin Square Thegtre hes bean rehabilitated for ue asthe
Founders Room, alounge Thewes wall is dominated by the overdzed round-arched window framed by pilegers (Phato
13). Thedentil cornice was retained and replicated to complete the room. The Founders Room is entered through an
inglenook conggting of a built-in bench on the northwall and afirepl aceon the south, both framed by lonic columns in
antis ontall pedetds Thewalls aove are enriched with molded pands. Thefireplacehes a turquoisetile surround and a
green tile hearth.

Outer Lobby and Ticket Lobby

The 2008 lobby/entrance building houses the box office a the south end. A few Sgpsbring you up to the outer lobby,
which isal new congruction. An upper lobby a the mezzanine leve hes a glassrailing and overl ooks the outer 1abby
bdow (Photo 14).

Inner Lobby

Immediatly eedt of the 2008 outer [obby isthe 1926 inner lobby. (Photo 5) Itisalong, narrow rectangle in plan, two
dories in height, running north-south. The south end incorporates aswegping grand daircase trimmed with cag- iron
railingsin aswirling dasscd vinemotif The quarter-turn gair with alanding runs aong the west and south walls of the
lobby reaching the mezzanine promenade and the bacony levd (Photo 7).

Thewes wall & thefirst floor of the lobby isfinishedin scagliola (marbleizing) with meddlionsin low relief st high in
the wall. (Photas 6, 7) Theorigina finish wes reveded when the covering paint Sarted to ped and was reamoved during
the rehabilitation. At the et wall, the origina arcade remeains with basket-handle arches and meddlionsin the spandrds
of thearches A band ormamented with Gresk fret runs around the lobby & the leve of the sacond floor.

At the second floor, fluted pilagters frame the bays a the north, west, and south walls, while columns mark the bays dong
the eeg wall. (Photo 6, 7) A frieze, cove cornice, ad the ceiling are dl ormamented in floral and dasscd motifsin low
relief. The north, south, and west walls have mirrored pandsdivided by muntins, and an omamental open-cut iron
bdudrade with a wood rail matching the dair. The same baudrede and rail goen between the columins on the eedt wall.
Views of the theatre when it was completed show woaod railings with squere baugers a the mezzanine promenade
indicating thet the iron railings were ingtdled later. The ceiling bays contain octagond, omamenta ventilation grilles.
Three origind crystd chanddiers have bean restored and reingdled.

* At the south end of the 1926 lobby, Sepslead down to three pairs of egress doors. Over the doors are Sained glass exit
agns s in afrieze omamented with Adamesgue detail. Sevard smilar exit Sgns st in asimilar frieze are found insde
the auditorium. Some are origina, and some are reproductions meant to be compatible with the originds.

Mezzanine Promenaede

The mezzanine promenede runs pardld to the 1926 lobby (Photo 5). Itswest wall, defined by tall Doric columns,
overlooks the two-gtory lobby. An ornamental cagt-iron balusrade meatching the stair oans between the columns Its eest
wall hes corresponding Doric columns in antis, supporting apanded beam with asoffit omamented inlow relief The
molded wal pands have notched corners and alow chair rail beow. Thedliptica-vaulted ceiling hes meddlions and
ugpandad ceiling vents Marble gairs leed from the northwest corer and the southwest corner of the mezzanine to the
upper balcony level. The men's and women's toilets entered from the mezzanine were ingaled in 2008, & gpproximatdy
the same location as the original toilet rooms
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Ealy photographs (lllustration 2) and the original drawings indicate that the auditorium extended to the arcade & the esdt
wall of the IddDy. According to the 1926 Thomas Lamb drawings, the entire theater hdld 2,908 seats, nat including the
prosoenium boxes Alterations in 1968 and 1973 rdocated the beck wall of the orchedra leve tothe eedt (&t its existing
location), ingtaling new toilets and a projection booth indde what haed bean the reex of the old auditorium, and creting a
north-south corridor eedt of the origind rear wall of the orchedra level. The dope of the auditorium floor wes raised,
adjugting to the new reer wall of the auditorium. The presant location of the badk of the auditorium and the auditorium
floor dope are presantly a the 1968 configuration. The origind arch detail, ceiling meddlions, and ceiling molding are
still vishble in the corridor eong the former beck wall of the auditorium (Photo 7). The d9de walls of the orchedtra levd
have ardhes with fabric pandsframed by panded piers. Thesewere rebuilt in 2008, bessd on some remnants and on eaxly

photographs

The belcorny contains athree-row dresscircle a the front of the balcony and two crossover ades (Photo 11). Four sepped
adesrun up the height of the balcony to egress doars in the reer wall. Two dairs lead down to the mezzanine from ether
ad of the second crossover. The lower balcony is reeched by two vomitories that lead off of the eedt Sde of the
mezzanine promenede to the first crossover. At the bacony, the two exigting vomitory openings ae rimmed by an
origina heavy wood baludrede, and the molded pands on the vomitory wallsare origind.

The bdoony wallshave blind round archesthat rise up to acove ceiling (Phato 10). A large, shdlow, sauoer dome defines
the entire main ceiling (Photo 9). The auditorium celling remans intect, including its Adamesgue bas-rdief plager
moldings, meddlion ceiling vents, ceiling grilles, and the central chanddier, which oncewes rassed and lowered to avoid
obstructing views from the balcony. The chanddier wes resored, the missing lowest tier of the chanddier wes rebuilt,

and itisreingdled & the center of the ceiling (Photo 12). Gilding, contrasting paint colors, and ormamentd painting were
d=o usd to highlight the moldings & the wals and cellings. The arch that goans the thedtre behind the proscenium boxes
(and in front of the balcony) isorigina (Photos 10, 11). Everything forward (eet) of that arch wss built in 2008.

The proscenium arch and proscenium boxes were recondructed during the 2008 rehabilitation besed onthe origind
drawings and higtoric photogrgphs (Photos 8, 10). The lower three rows of the balcony (dresscircle) hed bean removed
ad dso wererebuilt. All of thethester seats fabrics, and carpatsare new, ingdledin 2008. The dage, which hed been
removed, was rebuilt. The front (west) edge of the Sageweas rebuilt & the location of the original, an orchestra pit wes
rebuilt a the location of the original, and the depth of the Sage wes increased (the back wall wes moved to the eest) to
med the requirements of contemporary performances.

Sage and Green Room

The dage house extendgon and green room are al new condruction (2008). The dege hes atall fly loft, wings, ad
equipment al suited to contemporary parformance theatres The green room is entered from the north wall of the gage. It
hes dl newfinishesand fixtures.

Archaeological Decription

While no andent Native American dtes are known on the thegter property, it is possble that dtes ae presat. One
andent dte isrecorded in the generd area(within one mile). Environmenta characteridtics of the area represent
locationd criteria (dope, soil drainage, proximity to wetlands) thet ere favorable for the presence of Native Stes This
part of Woroester is classified as urban land, conssting of buildings, shopping centars, roads, and parking lotsin the built-
up pat of the city. More generdized soil mgpsfor this portion of Worcester County, however, classify the theater locale
& an excessvdy drained urban areaon an outwash plain glacid landscgpe A amdl unnamed pond is located within
1,000 feet northeest of the theeter, in apark esdt of the Worceser City Hall.

In spite of the information presanted above, the potentid for locating significant archaeologica resources, both andent
Native American and historic, on the theater property islow. Any potentid cultural resources that predate the 1904-2008
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period were destroyed by the original congtruction and later renovetions to the theeter &s it exigs today. Worcester atlages
dhow sevead buildings at thislocation as early as 1886; however, little isknown gbout their condruction, function, and
demoalition. Condruction of Poli's Pdace Theetre, which covears nearly the entire nominated property, would have
destroyed most or al archaeologica evidence of the historic Structures discusssd above, and earlier potentia andent
Nétive American Stes

(end)
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria Areas of Significance
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property . . .
for National Register listing.) (Enter categories from instructions.)

ARCHITECTURE

Property is associated with events that have made a
ENTERTAINMENT/RECREATION

significant contribution to the broad patterns of our
history.

PERFORMING ARTS
P B  Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses high
artistic values, or represents a significant
and distinguishable entity whose components lack 1904-1960
individual distinction.

Period of Significance

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information
important in prehistory or history.

°
Significant Dates

1904 (construction of Franklin Sq. Theatre)
1926 (opening of Poli's Palace Theatre)

Criteria Considerations

(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) L
Significant Person

Property is: (Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.)
A Owned by a religious institution or used for religious
purposes.

. - . Cultural Affiliation
B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

- . Architect/Builder
E areconstructed building, object, or structure.

Thomas W. Lamb (interior only, 1926)
F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years old or achieving significance
within the past 50 years.

Period of Significance (justification)
The period of significance extends from the date of construction of the first Franklin Square Theatre in 1904 to 1960, to
allow for the standard 50 year cut-off, established to allow historical perspective. The theatre continued to function as a

theatre during that time.

Criteria Considerations (explanation, if necessary)
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Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes level of significance and
applicable criteria.)

The Poli's Pdace Thedire medtscriteria A and C for Nationd Regiger listing & the locd level. It meds criterion A asan
excdlent example of a"paace” theater, alarge and luxurious building built for combined vaudevillefmotion picture
shows atype which first gopeared around 1912 or 1913. These grand theaters of 2,000 to 3000 or more segts festured
interiors that were as much of an attraction as the dhow itself They featured imposing lobbies, ave-ingpiring auditoriums
and deaborate lounges that were grand in scde and trimmed with lavish detailing uch as crystd chanddiers, degant gilt
painted omament and ebundant dasscd architecturd features. Asajewd of Sylveser Z. Poli's New England thester
chain, Poli's Pdacewes fully embraced by Worceser patrons for the "tasteful luxury of its gopointments' and for its
"thestricd architecture,” typical of the pelace theater, which trangported attendess to an dternate redlity of fantasy,
uggedive of the surroundings assodated with royalty. It istherefore significant as an important entertainment venue for
the city of Worcester aswell as part of Poli's successul theetrica empire

The Poli's Pdace Thedtre medscriterion Cfor ligting in the National Regider of Historic Flaces as an excdlent example
of the work of internationaly known thester architect, Thomas W. Lamb. Poli's Pdace Thedtre isthe oldest, largedt, and
architecturaly thefinestof three large vaudeville/motion picture thestres surviving in Worcester from the early 20*'
century heyday of American theater congtruction. The intact portions of itsinterior are representative of Lamb's work and
ae dearly in an architectura dass abovethat of the surviving sedtions of the other two theaters. The lobby, mezzaning,
and balcony can be counted among the modt outstanding interior goecesin the city. Poli's Palace Theetre retains integrity
through the retention of location, design, setting, workmeanship, fedling, and assodiaion. 1t issignificant a the locd leve
& agrand paacetype theater assodated with mess entertainment in Worcester through mod of the 20% century.

Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of significance.)

Franklin Square Theatre, Predecessor to Poli's Palace Theatre

In about 1904, the Franklin Square Thegtre wias condructed on part of this dte for Ransom C. Taylor, an owner of
extensve Worcester red edate holdings. Worcester atlases show that Taylor owned sevard buildings & this location as
ealy as 1886. Itisnat known precisely what caused those buildings to be demalished and athester to be built here

Some time prior to his degth in 1910, Mr. Taylor transferred ownership of the theater to his son, Willard, and daughter-in-
law, Pauline L. Taylor. Pauline Taylor wes listed in the red edate section of the Worceter House Directory as the owner
& ealy a5 1908. Taylor was a0 regpongble for the condruction in 1891 of an earlier theater in the city, Lothrop's Opaa
House dtill danding a 17 Hleasant Streat.

The Franklin Sguere Thestre is said to have ssated 1,700 as avenuefor legitimate theater. Sat beck from Southbridge
Stret, it was oriented with its Sege to the south and hed anarrow srest entrance with along west-eedt corridor leading
from the grest to the lobby on the north ed of thetheater. An undated early postcard view (s llludtration 1) hows the
theater's daborate entrancefl ankedby commercid buildings. The theater building hed the same north-south dimendon as
the presant theater. The wallsof this earlier theater are incorporated into the north and south walls of the presant building,
but the lot weas not very degpin the ees-wet direction, and the earlier building was only as wide as the digance from the
wes wall of the presant grand Saircase [obby to about where the eestern ed of the bacony istoday. At the timeof its
condruction, there were no buildings between the 1904 theeter and the dreet, exoept for an daborae, light-colored terra:
cotta, Beaux Arts-gyle entrance faBade. The location of the entrance, listed in Worcester directories as 2 Southtridge
Strest, corresponds to the far |eft-hand Sde of the presant facade. Sometime around 1915, a three-story commerad block
wes built by the next owner, S Z. Poli, south of the main entrance dong the street in front of the main body of the theeter.

Known &s the Poli Building when it was built, the commerdd building was renamed the Grand Thedtre Building in the
19205 and the Pdace Thedire Building after 1926, in kegping with the nemes of the theater over time. It was occupied by
various andl retail and office tenants. It saars there ware Sx dores (4, 6, 8, 12, 14, ad 16 Southbridge Strest) and one
office entrance to the upparfloors(10 Southbridge Street). Retail tenants who leased goece hare a different times between
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1916 and 1930 indluded aconfectionery, asdoon, aflorist,agore sdling men's furnishings, retaurants, apavnbroker, a
barber, and aloan company. During the same period, the offices at the ssoond and thirdfl oorshed avariety of smdl
tenants, such as atailor, an office for the Machinigs Union, a dresamaker, acorsst shop, abeauty dhop, ajewder, ad
Annie Anderson hed her employment office hare from 1916-1930. Also on the officefl oorswere mudic teechars a dance
teacher, and Croshies Orchedra & Studio. By 1930, Poli's Pdace hed teken over the doresa 4-8 Southbridge for their
enlarged lobby (where the large marquee wias located), and 2 Southbridge hed bean converted to adore

Sylvedter Z. Poli, the Connecticut owner of a growing chain of New England theaters, bought the Franklin Soquere Theetre
in 1912. Poli weas no dranger to Worcester, Snce he hed owned anather theater herefor sevard years  1n 1905, he hed
built the Front Strest Thedtre on adowntown lot. When he bought the Franklin Square Theetre, he dhanged itsname tothe
"Grand Thegire"" The building continued to hogt the theetrica road shows that hed been its maingtay, but the nev owner
d=0 added hisown "Poli Flayers™ agock company, to perform popular plays less expensvdy. Undar his ownership, the
theater wes known for offering the best in "sensationd” plays In 1912, Poli ds0 invested inathird theater in Worcester,
when he bought a half-finished 2,600-se¢t theetre on Em Street, quickly completed its congtruction, and begen presanting
high-dass vaudeville adtsthere. His origind Worcester vanue on Front Sregt wiss then renamed the "Hlaza Theatre' and
wes dedicated to movies and popular-priced vaudeville hows Charles Nutt in his 1919 Higstory of Worcester noted theat
where other thegtersin the city hed failed, Poli's houses were dways crowded. Even though he owned three thegters here,
evay aone of them wes profitable.

Grand Remodded as Pali's Palace Theatre

In 1925, Sylvester Pali undertook the complete remodding of his Grand Thedire in Worcester. The new theater, openedin
November of 1926, wes known &s Poli's Pdece Thester (Illustration 3). Mr. Poli's gated philosophy on new theaters
ss to explain much about his reesonsfor rebuilding the Grand Theetre:

(1) ifyou don't kegp up with the trend of the timesand if you let up onyour work, someone
d==will gepin and teke your place (2) if a city hes patronized you, day there and re-invest
in thet city, in mog of the citieswhere | have theaters | went beck and rebuilt three times.
Wheare 1 could nat find agood large location, | tore down the dd Structure and rebuilt on the
same ground.

The architect for the remodding was Thomas W. Lamb of New Y ork, aleaeding theater designer of the day who hed
dready planned severd buildings for the Poli chain. Lamb hed desgned asmilar converson of an exiging theater
(1917) in New Haven, to amuch larger theater, renamed Poli's Pdace Thesdtre (no longer ganding). As wes true in New
Haven, Lamb's remodding required the demoalition of dmod the entire existing building, which wes extended eestward
and rearangad 90 that the Sage wes positioned a the et end. The new fireproof Worcester theater provided fecilities
both for gege parformances and movies, and incressed the sedting capecity to more than 3,000. Contemporary
destriptions of the newly condructed building daimed that it could ssat 3500. The sedting cgpedity in later years wes
given as 3200 or 3,100. However, the 1926 drawings showed 2,908 seats not including the proscenium boxes This
renovation produced ahighly ormate interior with gilded and painted plader oramat, trim of marble and travertine,
marbleized (scagliola) columns mirrored wals, and crystd chanddiers  Also impressive ws the grand and expandve
charecter of the interior goece From evary set in the house the sSightline was dear, with no pods to gd in the way.

On opening night every st wees filled, and enough people weere waiting outsde to have completely filled dl the seets
once again. The program included anewsred, five vaudeville ads and a"flashlight” photogrgph of the audience taken
before the showing of the feature film. The Aceof Cadswith Alice Joyce and Adolphe Menjou. Newgpgpars gave the
theater interior rave reviews. It wes cdled "atriumph of theatrica architecture’ and "the ace of the Pdli circuit." One
reviewer noted: "S. Z. Poli hes built athesater that will thrill not only the regular patron of vaudeville but even those who
ae interested in architectura beauty done” Hecontinued: "In spite of its large 9ze the theater gives the ‘intimate
feding thet is 9 noticegbly absat in many of the larger houses™ Anaother reviewer wrote that this new building wes
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much more than a sructure built to make money for itsowner. He cdled it a"sarvice to the community,” and noted that
its handsomdy beautiful interior possessad the magicd ability to whisk one avey from the caresand redlitiesof the day-
to-day world, into aland of make-bdieve

[The] architect hes done an amazing thing. He hes wrought into the everyday life of the community
something of rare beauty and dignity and comfort. It isan influencefrom which the first glare of
agonishment will pess Cugomwill bring familiarity. The community will gradudly take uponitself
the san=e of ownership and pride, and into the lesure of the peoplées lives thislovely thing will weave
itsdlf & apersond posesdon. Itsrichness itsdignity, its beautiful proportions, the tasteful luxury of
its gppointments will become part of the background of persond and civic point of view that will
eteblih adandard. Thisisan incdculable savice to the community, and it brings us badk, after dl to
S Z. Poli, whose vision, courage, enargy, and enterprise have meck it possible....Much less money
could have been gpent with equa assurance offinancialreturn. There ishereasurplus of beauty thet is
S Z. Pali's contribution to the city and to hisown articulate love of beauty for itsown sskeand of
achievement as a monument to his labor.

But to ga to the presant opening, there wias an amosphare of public gdadbout it. The newly
discovered gpadousness and richness of |obbies and mezzanine brought to the entering crowd an
interest that predominated the mere interest of goingto ashow. They hed gone to sse ad to be part of
agpedade And itwesagectade Therewill beno atempt here to describe the theater, becauseif it
were destribed you would still greet it with the same gagp of incredulity whenyou actudly entered it,
and that would meke thisof the nature of an anti-climax. Thething is <0 unexpected and 0 impressive
that it worksameagic. It restores ane to those hgopy days of unrediity when it ssamed that df ad fairy-
like people came amid aglamour of light from a Never Never Land, dlittering in jewels, unrdated to
the mundane and oppressive things of life, and performed mirades of magic and agility and faerie for
or anusamat. Therds something siwvegtening and refining about grasping once more theat
unsophigicated joy, evenif only nebuloudy and with willfully dosed eyes It isthere, amid the magic
of lighfing and richness and the softening influence of degp pergpective”

Thomes W. Lamb. Architect

The architect of Poli's Pdace, Thomas White Lamb (1871-1942), wes born in Dundes, Scotland, but came to the United
Sates as a young men and recaived his architecturd training at Cooper Union in New York City. Lamb wes desgning
thestarsin New York es early as 1912, and in Bogon by 1915. Hisfirstdesgn for Sylvester Poli ssas to have been the
Pdace Theare in New Havenin 1917. Prior to planning Poli's 1926 Worcester Pdlace Theetre, he designed three other
Poli thestersin Waterbury and Bridgeport, Connecticut, in 1922.

Lamb became one of the mog sought-after designers of vaudeville theaters and movie palacesin the country during their
heyday in the 1910s and 1920s Hewas respondble for & lesgt 300 theatersin North America, and desgned mary of the
larges. As mary as Sixteen of his thesterswere built in Caneda Others weere condructed in England, Audtrdia, North
Africa, India, and Egypt. Among his best-known buildings are the 3000-s=¢t B.F. Keith Memorid Thestre/Savoy
Thedtre (extendve rehabilitation completed in 2004), 539 Washington Strest, Bagton (NRDIS, 1979); the 5,300-set
Capitol Theetre, New York City; Loew's Midland Theatre, Kansss City; and the Ssn Frandsco Fox Thedire The
Massechusatts Higtorica Commission's MACRIS ligt indudes additiond Lamb theatres gtill ganding in Bogton. Lamb
a0 desgned New  York City's 16,000-s¢t third Madison Sguare Garden arena, Snce replaced.

Although lavish in the materids usad and dramatic in their effect, the theaters of Thomas Lamb are known for being more
consarvetive and lessflamboyantand exotic then many other early 20¢ century movie palaces. Before about 1926, his
work was modt typically Classcd Revivd ingyle, ad often srongly influenced by the dean-lined desgns of the English
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Neodassicd architect Robat Adam. His later desgnswere often maredeaborate During that period, he built inthe
French Barogue syle and even turned to Orientd influences for ingpiration. Worcester's Poli's Pdace Thedtre reflects the
earlier, more resrved, Adam-ingpired phese of Lamb's work. The description of Poli's Pdace as "dduxe” in the 1941
Worceser theter survey referred modt likely to the quality of the materids andfini shesand perhgps to the condition of
the theeter, while the design itself was restrained compeared to his later theaters which drew from moreflamboyantand
exotic gyles

The" Palace’ Theater Phenomenon

An American trend of building very large and luxurious thestersfor combined vaudeville/motion picture $rows ssars to
have begun around 1912 or 1913. Sylvegter Poli was building large, 2000-3000-sat theatersin 1912. The Regat
Thedtre in New York City (dso a Thomas Lamb design for owner Henry Marvin) is said to have bean one of the first
"pdace" theaters, built in 1913. Poli'sfirst playhouse to bear the name "Pdace Theetre' was a 2,000-gter (no longer
ganding) built in 1913 in Springfield, Massachusetts Thefirst of the chain with a cantilevered bacony offering dear
dght linesfrom every seet, the Springfield building st the pattern for later Poli "paace’ theaters including his Pdace
Thestre in Worceser.

These grand theeters were built and promoted by entrepreneurs such as Sylvedter Poli and Samud L. (Roxy) Rothepfd of
New Y ork, who recognized that the theater interior could be as much of an attraction asthe show itsef They featured
impoging lobbies, awe-ingiring auditoriums, and daborate lounges that were grand in scale, trimmed with lavish
detailing, and often furnished with genuine European antiques. They were equipped with thefinestorgans ad were
provided with pamanent orchestras and astaff of uniformed ushers Both gage shows andfirst-runfil mswerethe daily
fare. Because the codt of tickets was eadily within the reach of the generd public, they offered the evaryday pasona
chance to fed like royalty, or to enter aworld of make-bdievein "fantasy” environments of exctic architectura details
and unusud furnishings. The showmanship and lavish amenities of these daborate theaters, together with the
deveopment of the feature-length film in 1915, mede "movie palaces’ a commercid sucoess In the days before
televison, many people attended severd dhows a wesk a downtown theatersin American citiesand towns, often
patronizing restaurants and traveling on public trangportation. As many as 4,000 new theeters were built aoross the
courtry between 1914 and 1922. Many were large "pdace’ thegters

Only a month after Worcester's Poli's Pdace Thedtre opened in 1926, it hed anew rival, the Capitol Theetre, which
opanad around the corner on Franklin Strest. Designed by architect Roger Garland for owner Benjamin |. Coonen (ared
edate developer), it was a "pdace’ theater aswell, with many of the same amenities as Poli's, but with a Spenih fiair.
Seating 2,500, it wes sad to be the first example of an"amaogpheric’ theater interior in the eestem United Sates (esdt of
Chicago or north of Miami). It offered the Worcester public the fantasy of viewing shows in the open air. Accordingto a
nengiepe aticle "It givesthe effect of a Spanish garden with blue sky, moonlight and moving douds through which are
reveeled the garlit heavens and theillusion of being out of doorswhile actudly seeted within the theater auditorium...."
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One suspadts that Poli got wind of plans for this new theater and moved quickly to beat his competitors to the punch by
opening his better-designed and more dduxe theater first. 1n 1928, the 2,600-s=t Art Deco-gtyle Plymouth Theetre
(MHC #715) opened on Main Stredt. 1t wes gpparently not as lavish as @ther Poli's Pdace or the Capitol. The Plymouth
waes reportedly operated by Alfred Gottesman, of Gattesman Thesetricd Corp. and desgned by Arland W. Johnson.

The Long Success of Pali's Palace

Through the years, Poli's Pdace Theatre maintained predominance over Worcester's other theaters and was conddered
thefinest. A 1941 survey recorded eech of the city's thesters and noted their condition. Poli's was judged "dduxe”" the
only theater given arating of dassrather than of actud condition. Presumably, this means that it was espedidly well
caed for, 0 that its dduxe character was maintained in better than "good” condition. Among other competing theaters,
the Capitol eamed a"good” rating and the Plymouth "fair.” Poli's remaned the city's largest, mod dduxe, and best-
maintained theater through the mid 19605 when it was sold by Loew's.

Sylvester Poli and the Poli Theatre Chain

Sylveser Zefferino Poli (1859-1937) was bom inltaly, neer Luccain Tuscany. Trained in Rome and Paris as a sculptor of
wax figuresfor wax museums he came to the United Satesin 1831 to work for the Eden Musee, awax musaum in New
York City. Onhisownin about 1887, he st up some amdl collections of waxfiguresthat he displayed as"dime
museums' in sverd cities. Encouraged by their suoccess, he opened a permeanat museum with apartner in 1839 in
Toronto, Caneda. On the third floor was awax museum; on the sscond, curios, amenagarie, and freeks, and on the
ground floor, offered avariety show. Thiswas Poli's official gart in dhow busness Hethen moved to New Haven,
Connecticut, where in 1893 he opened the Wonderland Thegtre with vaudeville and freak shows for family audiences As
they became more widdy available, motion pictures weare d0 added to these hows  His suooessin New

Haven encouraged him to establish theatersin other cities, too. By 1904, he ws operating in Waterbury, Bridgeport, and
Hartford, Connecticut, as well as in Springfield, Massachusdts

As hischan of theaters grew, Poli's organization became srong competition for the powerful and wdl-established Bodon
vaudeville promoters, Benjamin F. Keith and Edward F. Albee. Showing Keith and Albeethat he would not ke
intimidated by them, he continued to expand his holdings. Ultimately, the two parties mede a sort of non-aggresson pact
with ane ancther. By 1913, Poli owned theaters as far south es Washington, D. C, and &as far west as Scranton,
Penngylvania, with the largest number in New England.

A 1928 Worceser newgpgper article noted that Poli's "busnessmeathods and his policy of public entertainment have
eamned for him the sobriquet of the P. T. Barnum of the movies™ According to another article of the same year, "He
dways provided atrective entertainment and good entertainment, but it wes dways entertainment to goped to the tedes
and budget of the many rather than to the requirements and financial schedulesof thefew. Mr. Poli imagined crowds He
s0ld anusamat. He sold good vdues & attractive taems. The Latin operated imaginatively like a'Yankee of the old
school." Sylvester Poli liked to give people agood how a a ressonable cog, and that was part of his success but,equdly
it wes his showmanship, imagination, busnessskill, and parsond manner that mede him successful.

Fox-Pdli Theatres

In 1928, Poali, having reeched the ege of retirement, sold his privatey owned chain of theatersto Fox Thesgtre Corporation,
heeded by William Fox. At that time his holdings, velued & $26 million, were limited to centrdl and southern New
England ad offered atotd sedting capacity of 45,000. Because Poli retained more than 75% interest in the properties
through afirst mortgage, histheaterswould be cdled "Fox-Poli" theatres. This purchese by Fox represanted the
corporation's expanson into New England, and maede Poll's theaters part of a motion picture empire that induded a
Hollywood motion picture sudio and afilm digtribution network thet extended acrassthe United Sates, coadt-to-coed,
ad d0 had internationd interests, with offices in 40 countries worldwide. Fox dso owned Movigtone, which was with
others, about to revolutionize the movie busnesswith "talking" pictures. The Worcester nevgogpe artide that
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announcad the sale noted that Poli's theeters would be eguipped with Movietone projection gpparaetusfor talking pictures
& pat of the dedl.

Loew's-Poli Theatres

In 1932, following the 1929 sock market crash. Fox went into bankruptcy. Poli, who wes still holding 78% interedt,
again took control of his New England theatersin 1933, together with other investors. I1n 1934, he sold his portion of the
aghteen Poli propartiesto Loew's Thedtres. According to the agreament, they became known as "Loew's-Pali” thesters
From the about the 1940s through the 1980s Loew's gradudly sold off its former Poli theaters. In Worcedter, the Front
Street Thedtre was demalished to meke way for aWoolworth'sfive-and-ten-centdore, completed in 1942. The Elm
Srest Theatre was 0ld about 1955, good vacant for same time, and was demnolished in 1961. In 1964 Loew's 0ld its
lag Worceter thedter, the Loew's-Poli (formerly Poli's Pdace Thestire) to Centrd Theater Corporation of Passaic, New
Jasey. It wes ane of the ladt of Poli's theatersstill owned by Loew, as a that time, before the 1964 e, only five of the
aghteen movie housss Poli hed conveyed to Loew were dtill in Loew's hands

Showcas= Cinema

In May of 1967, Reddone Thegtre Corporation of Bogton purchassd the Worcester property with plansto remodd it as
Showceee Cinames (llludtration 4 shows the theater before dterations began.) The theater dosed in June, and work was
begun immediatdy to transform the angle hall into two theaters, ane on the ground floor and a sscond one in the former
balcony. On the ground floor, the Stage, prascenium wall, upper seating boxes, and some, or al, of the celling under the
bacony were removed. Resrooms and a projection room were inddled & the reer of the orchedra level. New wdls ad
celling, apanaramic movie Sreen, and new sedting were ingdled.

To endose the bdcony section, the dresscircle, condgting of thefirst three rows of balcony seafing, was removed. The
open end was endossd ad aprojection screen ingdled. Old thester seeting wias removed, floor dopeswere modified to
adjug the dght linesto the new movie soreen, and new sedting was inddled.  Although the original decorative painting
wes panted over, three-dimensond architecturd details and decorative festures were | eft intact. Thoames Lamb's inner
lobby and mezzanine were not dtered.

On the exterior, a new entrance was credted a the south end of the former commercid block. The exidting thegter entrance
and the groundfl oorsof the former storefronts were converted to form agpedous new lobby. The faBede wes removed
from the commerdid block, and anew continuous buff-brick fafade covered the facades of the commerad block and the
old 1904 thester facade. The upperfloorsof the commercia building could not be occupied &s offices after this, Sncethe
goece hed no windows,

In 1973, the building wes further renovated by Nationd Amusaments Inc. (Reddone Theaters) to dlow the Smultaneous
showing of four filmsa atime. The ground-fioor saction of the auditorium was broken into two thesters.  On the upper
level, a portion of the former mezzanine was convearted to a smd| thester, caudang little loss of origind fabric. The goeoes
batween mezzanine columnswere filled in and new walls were built a ether end to cestearoom. During the 1973
renovation, the former balcony wes not dtered from its 1967 Sate.

Poali'sin Comparison to Other Surviving Worcester Theatres

As heppanad to Poli's, dterations were a0 mede to the interiors of the other two surviving Worcester vaudevilleimotion
picture theaters, the Capitol (now Paris Cinema, MHC # 2392), 66 Franklin Street, 1926, and the Flymouth (later E. M.
Lowe's, MHC #715), 255-265 Main Srest, 1928. d a5 Poli's log or hed obscured its origina facades, the main facade
of the Cepital/Pariswas covered with adesk new facein the 1960s The only one of thethree that till hes its exterior
intact isthe Flymouth Theetre Not one of the theaters still presarvesitsorigina marquee and Sgn today.
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Devdopmental hisory/additional historic context information (if apprapriate)

Worcete Center for the Performing Arts

Showease Cinames dosad in 1998, when alarge new multiplex dnemawes built on the edge of the city. Nationd
Amusameats trandferred ownership of the downtown Showcese Cinemato the Worcester Center for Parforming Arts
(WCPA) for anomind feein 2002. Founded by Edward Madaus and Paul Demoga, this nonprofit organization darted a
mgor capital campaign to rehabilitate and reopen the theater. With treamendous local, regiond, and gate support, WCPA
waes adle to rebuild, resore, and repar sevard dgnificant fegtures in the theater. They completed the rehabilitation of the
theater in 2008, returning it to asngle theeter, restoring and highlighting Lamb's origina interior architecture. Now

cdled the Hanover Thedtre, the former Poli's Pdaoe Thedre currently functions as atheater for performing atsand films.

The origind Lamb drawings and excdlent phatogrgphs from the E. B. Luce Callection provided documentetion for the
interior rehabilitation. After removing dl of the 1967 and 1973 walsand ceilingsthat subdivided the theater, the
retoration could begin. The prascenium arch and proscenium boxes were rebuilt. The missng molding detall & the Sde
walls of the orchedtra levd wes replaced. The dege and orchedtra pit were rebuilt, and the depth of the Sege wes
incressad. The missing dress circle was rebuilt & the balcony. The 1926 Lamb inner lobby and the mezzanine were intact,
with minor changes The theater hed bean painted monochromatic colors, which camoufleged the plager detail. The 2008
color paete highlights the bes relief plader orament and moldingsthat decorate the wallsand cellings. Chanddiersin
the inner lobby and the auditorium were reored and reinddled.

The 194 tarra-cotta facade of the Franklin Theatre, which hed bean conceded behind the Showcase Cinema feBade 9nce
1967, wes uncovered. The remaining intact terra-cotta wes repaired, and moulds were mede of the dameged sedtions of
terra-cotta a the pargpet cornice 0 that they could be reproduced in FRP. The rows of light sockets that line the interior
of the arch and frame the fafade were rewired and new bulbs ingdled. As pat of the project, the remnant of the
commerda block & 4-16 Southbridge Strest was demoalished in 2008, and anew lobby with anew marques wes
condructed inits plece
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recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey #

Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned):
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United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018 (Expires 5/31/2012)
Poll's Palace Theatre Worcester County, MA
Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property  Less than one acre
(Do not include previously listed resource acreage.)

USGS Quad WORCESTER NORTH

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

1 19 268767 4682531
Zone Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing
Zone Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.)

The boundaries include all of parcel no. 03-013-00011, as shown on assessor'stile mgp M 25, Worcester, MA.

TRACT L
Beginning & the corner formed by the intersection of the northerly side of Burnside Court with the easterly sde of
Southbridge Strest;

THENCE running eesterly along Burnside Court one hundred twenty-four and 58/100 (124.58) feet to land formerly of
the Norwich and Worcester Railroad Company but now of the grantor corporation, which land is registered by the Land
Court for the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and is hereinafter described;

THENCE northerly by said other land of the grantor corporation one hundred seven and 39/100 feet to land formerly of
one Sargent and now or formerly of one Butler;

THENCE wedterly by said Butler land forty-six and 5/100 (46.05) feet to a point;
THENCE running southerly along land of said Butler 42/100 (.42) feet, more or less;
THENCE running westerly along land of said Butler and along aright of way leading from the premises herin described

to Federd Street on the north and long land now or formerly of Linbrod Reaty Corporation on hundred three and 22/100
(103.22) feet, more or less, to the westerly sde of Southbridge Street;

THENCE southerly aong the easterly line of Southbridge Street one hundred seventeen and 42/100 (117.42) feet, more or
less, to the place of beginning.

TRACT II:

Also that certain parcel of land situated on Burnside Court in said Worcester, Worcester County, Massachusetts, bounded
and described s follows:

Southwesterly by the northeasterly line of Burnside Court, 89.30 fest;
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United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018 (Expires 5/31/2012)
Poll's Palace Theatre Worcester County, MA
Name of Property County and State

Northwesterly by land formerly of Sylvester Z. Pali, but now of the Compary, and by land formerly of Frank A. Drury &
d, but now of one Butler, 123.73 fet;

Northeederly by Lot #1 as shown on the plan heraeinafter mentioned, and now or formerly owned by Brever Redty
Company, 15381 fest;

Southeegerly by land now or formerly of Thomes W. Dwyer, 1464 fest;
Southwesterly by land now or formerly of the E. W. Ham Electric Compeny, 62.83 feet;

Southeederly by sad Electric Company, being the middle line of a pessagewvay, 10307 feet.

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.)

The boundaries represant the parcd that hes been assodaed with the Hanover Theetre, former Poli's Pdace Thedire,
ance it was completed in 1926. It dso indudes aparcd of land on which the sage extenson was built in 2008, the two
comprising the entire existing lot assodated with the theatre.

11« Form Prepared By

nameftite Susan Ceccacci, consultant, Leslie Donovan, Tremont Preservation Services LLC, Betsy Friedberg,

MHC
organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date November 2010
street & number 374 CONGRESS STREET, BUTE 301 telephone 617-727-8470
city ortown BOSTON state MA zipcode 02125
e-mail donovanl(a)erols.com

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

¢ Maps: A USGS map (7.50r 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. Key all
photographs to this map.

¢ Continuation Sheets

« Additional items: (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items.
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United States Department of the Interior
National Park Sen/ice / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 10240018 (Expires 5/31/2012)
Poll's Palace Theatre Worcester County, MA
Name of Property County and State
Photographs:

Submit clear and descriptive photographs. The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels at 300 ppi (pixels per inch)
or larger. Key all photographs to the sketch map.

Name of Property: Poli's Palace Theatre

City or Vicinity: Worcester

County: WORCESTER State: MA
Photographer: Kate Matison

Date Photographed: August 2010
Description of Photograph(s) and number:

1 Facing E; 1904 fagade (left), 2008 fagade (right)

2 Facing E; 2008 entrance, lobby building

3 Facing E; detail 1904 Franklin Square Theatre fagade

4 Facing W; rear (east) elevation

5 Facing S; interior: mezzanine promenade view

6 Facing NW; interior: 2"" floor, inner lobby

7 Facing NE; interior: mezzanine, inner lobby

8 Facing E;interior: view of stage and proscenium

9 Facing W; interior: balcony and main ceiling

10 Facing SWi; interior: proscenium boxes, reconstructed in 2008
11 Facing N; interior: balcony and dress circle

12 Interior; main chandelier, original plaster ceiling and molding
13 Facing N; interior: 2"" floor of 1904 building

14 Facing NE; interior: upper lobby, 2008 building

ILLUSTRATIONS

1 Postcard view of 1904 Franklin Square Theatre

2. Undated view of auditorium, facing W

3. ca. 1926 view of Poli's Palace Theatre fagade

4. ca. 1967 view of Loew's Poli Theatre, prior to Showcase Cinema renovation
SITE PLANS

1910 Sanborn atlas plan

1936-1937 Sanborn atlas plan

Site plan with dated chart of various additions
Site plan, Poli's Palace Theatre (oversize)

Property Owner:
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

Name WORCESTER CENTER FOR PERFORMING ARTS
street & number 2 SOUTHBRIDGE STREET telephone (508) 770-0101
city or town WORCESTER state MA zip code 01608

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18 hours per response including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC.
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National Register Nomination Poli's Palace Theatre/Showcase Cinema
2 Southbridge Street, Worcester, MA

http://www.worcestermass.com/places/images/frankiinsg.jpg

http://www.worcestermass.com/ptaces/images/user-image-1249065190.jpg



National Register Nomination Poll's Palace Theatre/Showcase Cinema
2 Southbridge Street, Worcester, MA

ILLUSTRATION # 3 Poli's Pelace Theetre, about 1926
(E.B. Luce photogragph)

http:/Avww.ebl uceonline.com/webnéative/getimage7-web-i-fraid/ebluce_collection/city_scen... 9/26/2003



National Register Nomination Poli's Palace Theatre/Showcase Cinema
2 Southbridge Street, Worcester, MA

Southbridge Sredt view, assumed 1967

ILLUSTRATION #4 2-16 Southbridge Sireet before aterations to convert the building to Showcase Cinemas
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UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT F THE | NTERI OR
NATI ONAL PARK SERVI CE

NATI ONAL REA STER GF HI STORI C PLACES
EVALUATI OV RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTI ON: NOM NATI ON

PRCPERTY Poli's Palace Theater
NAME

MULTI PLE
NAME :

STATE & GAONTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Worcester
DATE RECEl VED

24110 DATE CF PENDI NG LI ST: 12/ 22/ 10

1/
DATE OF 16TH DAY: [/ 06/11I DATE OF 45TH DAY: 1/ 09/ 11

DATE G- WEEKLY LI ST:
REFERENCE NUMBER 10001122

REASONS FOR REVI EW
APPEAL: N DATA PRCBLEM N LANDSCAPE N LESS THAN 50 YEARS
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Higoric Places
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City of Worcester Tax Map  Tile: M25 Updated as of: November 1, 2008

Legend

Building . Parcel
Garage Sireet - Paved
Outbuiklir>g ~ Street - Unpaved
Deck Street - Cemetary
PaBo Brkjge

Tank A Airport
Smokestack RaHroad

Parking - Paved £ 3 Raud

Parking - Unpaved "X "  Stream

Driveway - Paved Tile Grid

Driveway - Unpaved

DATA SOURCES:
All Spatial data: City of Worcester Geographic
Informatkxi System

Original Ptanimetric Data: Dtgitized at 1:4B0 scale
(Data tme resokJtkxi: 1 hic*i = 40fe«) 1989.

Updated Plannnetric Data: Digitized at 1:1200 scale
(Data true resokjtion: 1incfi = 100 feet) 2003.

Parcel Data: Maintaired by tfie City of Worcester
Assessing Department, updated as of January 1. 2008

COORDINATE SYSTEM:

All n-iap data is in the Massachusetts State Plane
Coordinate system, North American Datum of 1983.
Massachusetts Mainland Zone (4151). Units are
rrreasured in Feet.

NOTICE:
This map has not been i~ated and may not
contain the most current information available to the
Assesskig Department Consult with the department
for cunent informatior.

Tile: M25

L24 M24 N24
L2s N25
L26 M26 N26

Produced by
Ctty of Worcester
Technical Services Division
Geographic Information System
City of Worcester Assesslttg Department
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 'o"'~™"\:MVicE

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusetts Historical Commission

November 16, 2010

Mr. J. Paul Loether

National Regiger of Historic Flaces
Department of the Interior

National Pak Service

1201 Eye Strest, NW 8" floor
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Mr. Loether:
Endosad pleese find the following nomination form:
Poli's Pdace Theatre, Two Southbridge Street, Worcester (Worcester County), MA

The nomination hes bean voted digible by the Sate Review Board and has been sgned by the
Sate Historic Presarvation Officer. The owners of the property in the Certified Loca
Government community of Worcester were notified of pending State Review Board consideration
60 to 90 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity to comment.

Hees=note that MHC staff hes previoudy discussed this property with National Regider staff.
We reques expedited review of this nomination.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg
National Regiger Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

encdosure

cC: Edgar Luna, Worcester CLG Coordinator
Ledie Donovan, Tremont Presarvatiion Savices
Deborah Packard, Presarvatiion \Worcester
Troy Seibds, Worcester Center for the Performing Arts
Joseph C. O'Brien, Mayor, City of Worcester
Peter Schnaider, Worcester Historica Commission
Chair, Worcester Planning Board

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617)727-8470 « Fax:(617) 727-5128
www. state, ma. ug'sec/mhc



The Commonwealth of M assachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
M assachusetts Historical Commission

Jlanuary 31, 2011

Mr. J. Paul Loether

National Regiger of Historic Places
Depatment of the Interior

National Pak Service

1201 Eye Street, NW 8* floor

Washington, DC 20005
RE: Poli's Pdace Theeire, Worcester (Worcester County), MA

Deaxr Mr. Loether:

We are writing to correct atechnica error on the cover form for the National Register nomination
for Poli's Pdace Thedtre, listed on January 10, 2011. The nomination is not an amendment to the
Worcester MRA. A corrected page 2 of the cover form, without reference tothe MRA, is
encdlosed. Thank you for correcting this nomination form.

Sincerdy,

(I

Betsy Friedberg
National Regider Director
Massechusatts Historical Commisson

enclosure

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax:(617) 727-5128
www.sec.state.raa.us/mhc



ACTI O\ NATI ONAL REA STER | NFCRVATI ON SYSTEM

Id 10001122 L1 01/10/2011 MA Worcester Poli's Palace Theater

01 More

Nane Poli's Palace Theater

Addr ess 2 Sout hbridge St

City Wor cest er Vicinity Restrict

State MASSACHUSETTS County Wbrcester

Status LISTED | NTHE NATI ONAL REQ STER Date 01/10/2011
Day45 01/08/2011 Resource Type  BUI LDI NG Acreage 0.9
Multiple

Contributing bldg 1 Site Stre Obj Tot al
Noncontributing bldg Site Strec Obj Tot al

Par k



