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1. Name 
historic Phineas Lawrence House (preferred) 

and or common Phineas Lai7renc3/Cof f in House 

2. Location 

street & number 257 Trapelo Road not tor publication 

. Waltham 
city, town vicinity of 

state Massachusetts code 025 county Middlesex code 017 

3. Classif ication 
Category Ownersh ip Status 

V 

J l occupied 

Present Use 
district public 

Status 
V 

J l occupied agriculture museum 
_ X building(s) ^. private unoccupied commercial park 

structure both work in progress educational _ 2 _ private residence 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t i on Access ib le entertainment religious 
object in process X yes: restricted government scientific 

Ijeing considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
no military other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name Georqe S. Cof f in 

street & number !57 Trapelo Road 

city, town Walthan vicinity of state M a s s a c h u s e t t s 02154 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Middlesex County Registry of Deeds 

street & numt>er 40 Thorndike Street 

city, town Canbridqe state Massachusetts 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
Inventory of the His tor ic Assets of the Coraionwealth  

title j ^ n i A - R - l has this property t)een determined eligible? yes no 

date September 1978 federal 2̂  state county local 

depository lor survey records Massachusetts H is tor ica l Commission 

city, town Bos ton state M a s s a c h u s e t t s 



7 « D e s c r i p t i o n Phineas Lawrence House, Waltham, Massachusetts 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated unaltered original site 

X go^c^ J] t; ruins X altered moved date 
fair unexposed (ggg t e x t ) 

Descr ibe t he p resen t and or ig ina l (if known) phys ica l appearance 

The Phineas Lawrence House is located in the northeast section of Waltham, 
Massachusetts, on Trapelo Road, a major east/west route through the c i ty . 
This section of Waltham is part of the Waltham Highlands, and is characterized 
by very rugged, steeply contoured topography, much of i t between 200 and 300 
feet in elevation. The Highlands area is the source for several important 
brooks which feed into the Charles River, and the Lawrence House is located 
approximately a quarter of a mile west of the Beaver Brook. 

The Phineas Lawrence House is set back twenty-five feet from Trapelo Road as 
i t begins i ts r ise from the Beaver Brook valley. Much of the land on the 
southern side of Trapelo Road and the area just west of the Lawrence House on 
the north side of Trapelo Road is owned by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
and is occupied by three hospitals for chronically or mentally i l l patients. 
Most of the hospital f ac i l i t i es are not v is ib le from Trapelo Road and as a . 
result the Lawrence House has a commanding view of largely open land to the ' " ' 
-southwest. 

The Phineas Lawrence House is the only nineteenth century building in a small 
enclave of twentieth century residential structures in this largely 
inst i tut ional section of Waltham. 

The Lawrence House, which faces southwest, is sited on a one-acre wooded lo t 
between Porter and Baldwin Roads and is bounded along Trapelo Road by a 
drylaid stone wal l . The house is a ca. 1810, two-story, five-bay, center hall 
plan structure, four bays deep with a ca. 1860 two-story, five-bay el l o f f the 
rear (north) elevation. A ca. 1925 garage addition has been appended to the 
east side of the e l l . A small, late 19th century one story gable-roofed barn 
is located to the side of the house on the eastern edge of the property. The 
nomination thus consists of two contributing buildings and one contributing 
structure. 

The Phineas Lawrence House was bu i l t in the Federal s ty le . The front facade 
consists of f ive regularly fenestrated bays with 6/6 double hung sash. All 
windows have wooden louvered shutters and the exterior cladding is clapboard 
with narrow cornerboards. A small, ca. 1925 one-story, hipped roof entry 
portico encloses the original front center doorway. The structure has a 
granite foundation and a gable asphalt shingle roof, with three chimneys. 
(Two chimneys punctuate the front slope of the roof, one the rear slope.) The 
chiimeys are not identical in construction or placement. A fourth chiimey 
rises from the e l l ' s gable roof. The side (east and west) elevations of the 
Lawrence House are constructed of brick to the cornice l i ne ; the gables are 
wood framed with clapboard exterior. Two double hung windows with 6/6 sash 
surmounted by a small lunette window characterize both east and west gables. 
Four bays wide and regularly fenestrated with 6/6 sash, the east facade of the . 
original house is b i la tera l ly symmetrical except for a small la t t ice entrance 
porch, ca. 1925, located on the northern end of the east elevation. The 
doorway is Italianate in style and was probably added around 1860 when the e l l 
was 1 ikely bu i l t . 

;" :,.n •: . i ii;> . .:i.i-: .: :u ' Continued 
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The o r ig ina l 6/6 fenestrat ion of the west facade has been a l te red : two windows 
have been irade into doors and one window opening has been made smaller. A ca. 
1935 one-story f l a t roofed porch, wi th plain board p i l as te rs and moulded 
cap i ta l s , has been added to the west e levat ion. These minor a l tera t ions in 
the form of window replacement and addit ions do not a l t e r the character of the 
o r ig ina l s t ruc ture . 

The rear e l l echoes the character of the o r ig ina l s t ructure in i t s two-story 
height, gable roo f , and clapboard s id ing . I t s I ta l iana te entrance on the east 
elevation and i t s granite ashlar and mortar foundation suggest a 
mid-nineteenth century construct ion date. The e l l is i r r egu la r l y fenestrated 
with 6/6 sash and i t is attached to the ca. 1925 garage add i t i on . 

In te r io r features are simple, but include some f i ne panel l ing and in tac t 
o r ig ina l f i r ep laces . T+ie spat ia l arrangement is that of a t r a d i t i o n a l center 
ha l l plan with two rooms on e i ther side of a center h a l l . The rooms on the 
east side of the house have been combined into a s ing le large room and some of 
the second f loo r chambers have been altered to include madern conveniences. A 
second "back" s t a i r services the rear e l l . These a l te ra t ions in room 
arrangement do not compromise the character o f the or ig ina l dwe l l ing . 

The small barn- located on the property is a wood frame and wood shingled 
structure with a gable side roo f . 

Archaeology 

Because of the proximity of Beaver Brook, p reh is to r i c t rave l routes or 
settlement s i tes may ex is t in the v i c i n i t y o f the Phineas Lawrence House. The 
house is s i ted on a remnant of a once large farm estate and evidence of long 
demolished outbui ldings may e x i s t . 

Because the Phineas Lawrence House is a r ch i t ec tu ra l l y i n tac t and in good 
condi t ion, archeaological research would probably not provided extensive 
addit ional information on the development of the house. Archaeological 
research might provide information on outbui ldings and the da i l y workings of a 
19th century farm. 



8. S igni f icance 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 

_ X 1800-1899 
X 1900-

Areas of Signi f icance—Check and jus t i fy below 
archeology-prehistoric community planning 
archeology-historic 

i i agriculture 
X architecture 

art 
commerce 
communications 

conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 
industry 
invention 

landscape architecture religion 
law science 
literature sculpture 
military social/ 
music humanitarian 
philosophy theater 
politics/government transportation 

^ other (specify) 

Community Dovolopmont 
Specific dates ca. 1810. 1860. 1925 Bui lder /Arch i tect Unknown 

Statement of S igni f icance ( in one paragraph) 

The Phineas Lawrence House, 257 Trapelo Road, Waltham, Massachusetts, has 
s ign i f i can t associations wi th Waltham's ear ly development and i t s ag r i cu l tu ra l 
past, as wel l as possessing i n t e g r i t y of l oca t i on , design, s e t t i n g , mater ia ls , 
and workmanship. The Phineas Lawrence House is important a rch i tec tu ra l l y as 
one o f the few remaining Federal-period farirtiouses, which were typ ica l of 
Waltham's ear ly agr i cu l tu ra l period. The property also includes a la te 19th 
century barn; i t , t oo , is considered con t r i bu t ing . The house was also the 
bir thplace and home of Phineas Lawrence (1826-1924), who chronicled the 
h is to ry of the Trapelo Road area of Waltham and the Brown fami ly in his book A 
Brief History of the Trapelo Browns. Lawrence was also a prominent Waltham 
c i v i c leader and businessman who contr ibuted to the development of Waltham 
from town to c i t y . The Phineas Lawrence meets C r i t e r i a A, B, and C of the 
National Register of Histor ic Places on the local l e v e l . 

The area occupied by present-day Waltham was o r i g i n a l l y part of the large 
Watertown land grant , one of the ea r l i e s t se t t l ed areas of Massachusetts. By 
1738 Waltham established i t s e l f as an independent town whose prosperi ty was 
derived from farming and da i ry ing a c t i v i t i e s . Up u n t i l the ear ly 19th 
century, Waltham was t h i n l y s e t t l e d , and the topography o f broad val leys 
between Charles River t r i bu ta r i es lent i t s e l f to large farm estates. With the 
advent of i ndus t r i a l i za t i on , the r i v e r and brooks that ran through Waltham and 
Watertown became a t t r ac t i ve fac to ry s i t e s . The farm estates prospered by 
providing foodstuf fs to the burgeoning population of m i l l workers and town 
res idents . 

Increased indus t r ia l development and town growth caused local roads, such as 
Trapelo Road and Lexington St reet , to be improved and extended. These roads 
became major east/west (Trapelo Road) and north/south (Lexington Street) 
t ransportat ion l inks during the Federal period and farmers such as the 
Lawrences prospered. The Phineas Lawrence House, probably constructed by 
Lawrence's father and uncle, is t yp ica l of Waltham's Federal period farmhouses 
b u i l t by successful a g r i c u l t u r a l i s t s . The large scale of the house, the use 
of brick and gran i te , and the f i ne i n te r i o r f i n i sh de ta i l s r e f l e c t the 
Lawrence fami ly 's prosper i ty in the ear ly 19th century. 

As the farm f lour ished and fami ly size increased, i t became necessary to 
enlarge the house, and the two-story rear e l l was added sometime around 1860. 
Phineas Lawrence continued to maintain a dairy farm on the property throughout 
the 19th century, even though large-scale farming in Waltham was becoming less 
economical. Extremely long- l i ved , . Lawrence survived most menbers o f his 
fami ly , and at his death in 1925 the house was purchased by a man named 
Trenholm. Trenholm improved the property, adding the garage, porch, and east 
and south entrance pav i l i ons . These changes do not compromise the 
archi tectura l i n t e g r i t y of the house, but do r e f l e c t the changes in the 
property from a working 19th century farm to a 20th century suburban house. 

continued 



9. Major Bibliographical References 
Form \ i , number lllA-B-1, MHC, Boston, MA 
||Sorne Historic Houses", Majorie W. Childs, 1962, Waltham Public Library 
"The Trapelo Browns", Phineas Lawrence, Published 1982 by 
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10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property Less t h a n one a c r e 
Quadrangle name L e x i n g t o n 

UTM References 

^ U i U l 3 | l | 8 | 3 , 6 , 0 | |4 |6 |9 |5 |8 |U lO I 
Zone Easting Northing 

Cl • I I I . I I I I I 

B 
_L 

Zone Easting 

Quadrangle scale 1:25,000 

E L _ U I I • I . • I _L -L 

" L L J I I . I i I I . I 
F|_U I I I I . . 

Northing 

LLA. 

J_L 

GLLJ I I . I • • I I • J_J. J L J—L 

Verbal boundary desc r i p t i on and jus t i f i ca t ion 

See attached sheet 

List a l l s ta tes and coun t i es for proper t ies over lapping s ta te or county boundar ies 

state ' ^ / ^ code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
Susan L. Honis ter /Preservat ion Consultant with Betsy Friedberg, fJational Register 
Di rector , Massachusetts Hi ' ; tor i ra1 r.f^nniic;.;inn ^ "̂ name/title 

organization Mdss. His tor ica l Commission date March 1987 

street & numt>er 80 Soylston Street telephone r , i7 727-8470 

city or town Boston state Massachusetts 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: < , 

national state _2L local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title Executive Di rector , State His tor ic Preservation Of f f^?^ 

9-For MPS use only 
I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register 

•;««;"•'• Sfe^xfadbR date 

Keeper of the National Register 

Attest: date 

Ctiief of Registration 
GPO SI I -3Ba 
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When the Commonwealth took, by eminent domain, much of the land along Trapelo 
Road for i n s t i t u t i o n a l use, Trenholm managed to save much of the Lawrence 
Homestead by subdividing the land and developing suburban t r ac t homes along 
Baldwin and Porter Roads. Compensation of so many residents was infeasib le 
fo r the Conmonwealth, and as a resu l t of the subdivision the once-extensive 
Lawrence farm was reduced to i t s present one-acre s ize . 

Phineas Lawrence was a l i f e - l o n g resident of Waltham and always l i ved in the 
house at 257 Trapelo Road. Rorn in 1826, the f i f t h of eight ch i ld ren , 
Lawrence undoubtably witnessed the evolut ion of th i s house from a r e l a t i v e l y 
contemporary s t ructure to a home that reminded indus t r ia l i zed Waltham of the 
area's agr icu l tu ra l beginnings. Phineas Lawrence was a successful arfd 
prominent businessman and s k i l l f u l l y managed the fami ly dai ry farm. Active in 
local p o l i t i c s , Lawrence served on the f i r s t and second Boards of Alderman for 
the C i ty of Waltham and was Chairman of the Board of License Commissioners. 
In addit ion to these successes. Lawrence was a dedicated local h is to r ian of 
the Trapelo Road area. Lawrence not only concerned himself wi th local 
genealogy, but documented the h is to ry of the Trapelo Road area, paying par t i cu la r 
a t tent ion to the development of the road from settlement times to 1858. 
Lawrence also concentrated on the major farms and estates in Waltham and the i r 
owners and fami l ies . Eventual ly, he comple'ted an exhaustive study of his 
ancestors, the Brown fami ly . D i rec t l y re la ted to the Browns through his 
mother, Lawrence traced the fami ly h is to ry which boasted deacons, pastors, 
Waltham selectmen, a U.S. D i s t r i c t Attorney, Congressman, and Senator. 
Phineas Lawrence hoped his work in t rac ing the settlement of Waltham and the 
Brown fami ly genealogy would someday assist other h is tor ians interested in 
Waltham's development and much of the present-day knowledge of Waltham and i t s 
h i s to ry is due to Phineas Lawrence's in te res t in his town's ear ly years. 
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10. Verbal boundary descr ipt ion and j u s t i f i c a t i o n : 

The boundaries of the Phineas Lawrence House fo l low the rear property l i ne of 
257 Trapelo Road and the s t reet curbl ines along Porter, Trapelo, and Baldwin 
Roads. Star t ing at the north corner of Trapelo and Baldwin Road, running 
northwesterly along Trapelo Road 135 f e e t ; turn ing r i g h t fo l lowing Porter Road 
130 f e e t ; turn ing at a r i g h t angle and running 140 feet in a south-easter ly 
d i r e c t i o n ; turn ing r i g h t and fo l lowing Baldwin Road back to the s ta r t i ng point 
a t Baldwin and Trapelo Roads. See attached assessors map for exact 
del ineations of boundaries. 

Adjacent res ident ia l propert ies on the nor th , east , and west of these 
boundaries r e f l e c t mid-twentieth century res iden t ia l development and are 
d i f f e ren t in scale, s t y l e , and use of mater ia ls . Incompatible larger 
development in the form of nonresident ial i n s t i t u t i o n a l structures (the 
Phineas Lawrence School and the Fernald School) has occurred on the southern 
boundary of the Phineas Lawrence House. 
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CD resubmission - . 
0 nomination by person or local government 
LD owner objection 
CU appeal 

Substantive Review: CU sample CU request 

Reviewer's comments: 

Worl<ing No. 
Fed. Reg. Date 
Date Due: 
Action: 

A1987 

Federal Agency: 

CD appeal CU NR decision 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

. see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed tielow 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes CJ no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

CD good 

CD fair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

CD unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

CD summary paragraph 
CD completeness 
CD clarity f 
CD alterations/integrity ' 
CD dates 
CD boundary selection . 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify twiow 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

CD summary paragraph 
CD completeness 
CD clarity 
CD applicable criteria 
CD justification of areas checked 
CD relating significance to the resource 
CD context 
CD relationship of integrity to significance 
CD justification of exception 
CD other 

ri.:.): 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Vert)al t>oundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Prewrvation Officer Certlficatton 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CD Maps 
CD Photographs 
• other 

Questions concerning this nomination may tie directed to . 

Signed. Date Phone:. 

G P O 91 8 - 4 5 0 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 













The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Office of the Secretary of State 

Michael Joseph Connolly, Secretary \ 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 
Valerie A. Talmage 

JUL? 
Executive Director 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

July 12, 1987 L 

J 1 
Carol Shull 
National Register of H i s to r i c Places 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
^fational Park Service 
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, DC 20013-7127 

Dear ^fe. Shul l : 

Biclosed you w i l l f i n d the fo l lowing nomination forms: 

Tvio Boston properties are being submitted: 

Congress Street F i re Sta t ion, 344 Congress Street 

New Riding Club, 52 Hemenway Street, HPCA #0618-84-MA-85-0799 

Concord, Mott Shaw, Thomas Estate, 317 G a r f i e l d Road, HPCA. #10297^ 

Southbridge, Southbridge Town H a l l , 41 Elm Street 

Waltham, Lawrence, Phineas House, 257 Trapelo Haad 

A l l have been voted e l i g i b l e by the State Review Board and have been 
signed by the State H i s t o r i c Preservation O f f i c e r . Owners were n o t i f i e d 
of {sending State Review Bozird consideration 30-75 days before the meeting 
and were afforded the opportunity to conment. Connents received to date 
are attached to the nomination form. 

Sincerely, 

Betsy Friedberg f y 
^bt ional Register Director 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Conmission 

BF/ls 

Biclosure 

80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470 


