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O In Process 
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Park 
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0 Preservation work 

in progress 

0 Transportation 
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Masonic 

Line Masonic Lodge (John Morris, Secretary) 

Rural Route 
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0 Excellent 6Q Good 0 Fair 

(Check One) 

0 Deteriorated 0 Ruins 0 Unexposed 
CONDITION 

I 
(Check One) (Check One) 

XJ Altered 0 Unaltered 0 Moved _QQ Origina I Site 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The County Line School and Lodge is a two-storey frame 
structure built circa 1879 . The basic floor plan is 
rectangular and measures approximately 40 feet by 25 feet . 
White clapboard walls and a gable roof o f shingles enclose 
the structure . Though quite steep when originally con­
structed, the ridge line was l owered about four feet when 
the roof was rebuilt in 1972 . 

Pine trees cut from a nearby lot were handplaned to use 
in construction of the building . The original schoolroom 
furnishings were also made from handplaned lumber . 

The simple exterior lines o f the structure are broken only 
by window and door openings , all of which have overhead 
trim suggestive of a pediment . Aluminum storm doors now 
cover the double- door entry and the three window openings 
along the east and west elevations of the first floor . 
Six- light double hung sash windows are located on the 
second floor . 

A fourteen-inch wide sill cover surrounds the exterior , 
resting above the cast stone foundation fill added about 
1920 . Other alterations of that decade include a concrete 
porch at the entry, and a brick flue and chimney added to 
the northwest interior corner . 

The simplicity of the exterior is repeated in the interior . 
The original fioor on the first storey has been twice 
covered by new flooring , ~ut the original hand- planed 
flooring on the second storey remains . The first floor 
consists of a single open room with no interior walls 
dividing the space . Lying across the east wall is a six­
inch high, five- foot wide platform . The original school 
benches, with the writing surfaces removed from the back 
of each , now serve the church congregation which meets 
weekly in the building . The only new furnishings are a 
speaker's podium and a piano, both used during religious 
services . 

An enclosed stairway rises along the west interior wall 
to a hallway on the second floor . The main room on this 
floor is still used as the meeting place for the County 
Line Masonic Lodge . Its purpose is reflected in the 
furnishings used in Masonic meetings and ceremonies . A 
three-foot wide, six- inch high platform lies across the 
east · wall of this floor . 
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(Number all entries) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) 

STATE 

Arkansas 
COUNTY 

Fulton 

7 . Description (County Line School and Lo dge - Page 2) 

The simple features of this late 19th century structure 
reflect its utilitarian purpose . The c ommunity's need for 
a school and l odge was met in this one building . The 
County Line School and Lodge remains intact and much the 
same today as when first constructed almost 100 years ago . 
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AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More a s Appropri ate) 

Abor iginal ~ Educati on 

0 Preh istor ic 0 Engineering 

0 Historic 0 Industry 

0 Agriculture 0 Inventi on 

D Archi lecture D Landscape 

0 Art Architecture 

0 Commerce 0 Literature 

D Communications D Military 

0 Conservation 0 Mus ic 

TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
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D 
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D 
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0 18th Century 

5(1 19th Century 

Politi c al 

Religion/ Ph i-

losophy 

Science 

Sculpture 

Soc ia 1/ Human-

itori on 

Theater 

Transportation 

0 20th Century 

0 Urban Planning 

fi Other (Sp eci fy) 

fraternal 
Qrgan i zat i Qn 

The County Line Schoo l and Lodge was built almost one 
hundred years ago to serve a rural area o f the north 
Arkansas Ozarks . Built with a tri- fold purpose i t represents 
one o f Arkansas ' earliest community build i ngs . 

The County Li ne School and Lodge , bui l t c i rca 1879, ori­
g i nally housed on i ts l ower f l oor a one- room school for 
students f rom a two county area . The second floor o f 
the building was des i gned to serve as a meeting p l ace f or 
t h e l ocal Masonic Lodge . Decendants of the ear l y Lodge 
me mbers report that the bui lding was al s o u s ed f o r Sunday 
worship s erv ices by the Oak Hill Bapti s t Churcm 
congregation . • 

Construction of the County Li ne School and Lo dge was 
comp l eted by November, 1879 . The two - storey frame structure 
was functionally des i gned, and , except for trim above the 
wi ndows and door , was deviod of ornamentation . 

It was ori ginally i rit ended that the school and l odge l i e 
square l y on the Baxter- Fulton County l ine, t h ereby ser v i ng 
both counti es . However, a l ater survey showed t hat the 
structu re l ies enti re l y in Fu l ton County , missing the county 
l ine by a f ew feet . 

The build i ng was cons t r u cted by local citizens, primarily 
John Mil ton Durham and Thomas Benton Cal dwe ll. Accordi ng 
to h i s son, John Durham arrived in Fu l ton County about 1867 . 
A nat i ve of North Carolina, Mr . Durham was a ski l led car­
penter , and reputedly built a number of structures in the 
a r ea . 

Thomas Benton Caldwell , also reported to have been one of 
the buil ders, was born i n 1840 i n Fulton County , Missouri. 
As an artillery sergeant wi th the Missouri Confederate 
Vo lunteers, Ca l dwell was captured by Un i on f orces in the 
spri ng of 1862 . Later that year he was fr e ed as part of 



Baxter Bulletin (Jasper , Arkansas) September 5, 1 974 . 
Caldwell, Arthur B. "Memorandum Concerning the County Line 

School and Lodge Building at County Line, Arkansas." 
Unpublished report, Arkansas Historic Preservation 
Program, Little Rock, Arkansas,l974 . 

Goodspeed Publishing Company. Biographical and 
Memoirs o f Northeast A~kansas. Chicago: 
Publishing Company, 1889. 

Historical 
GoodspeJ=d 

Morris, John A. Personal interview at County Line School and 
Lodge. September 24, 1974 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 
0 

Degree;--~-;~~::- Seconds Degrees-~~i:~;evsv-Seconds /5/51~ /J() 
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STATE: 

STATE: 

STATE: 

NAME AND TITLE: 

Dianna Kirk, Historian and Antho S. Riddle 
ORGANIZATION 

Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 12-10-74 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

Suite 1030 Plaza McKinle 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Little Rock 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na ­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

Pvaluated according to the c·iteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Serv1ce . The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National O State 0 Local il 

THk State Historic Preservation 
Officer 

Date December 10, 1974 

and Lee Streets )• 

STATE 

Arkansas 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

.~J. S2~---
Director, Oflice of Archeolo~y and Historic Preservation 

D-.~e ~~r7 fs-. 
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UNITED STATES DEPAR TMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

-~·n<OoATIONA(. REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY · NOMINATION FORM 

JAN2:; \975 " j (Continuation Sheet) 

S TATE 

Arkansas 
COUNT Y 

Fulton 

DATE 

Significance (County Line School and Lodge - Page 2) 
' "' 

a prisoner exchange . Following the Civil War , Caldwell moved 
to Fulton County Arkansas , where he made his living by 
farming and educated his five children at the County Line 
Academy . 

Across the front of the first floor school room was a 
lecture platform raised about six inches off the f l oor . 
Hand- made benches served as desks for the students . A board 
extended behind the top of each bench and served as a 
writing surface for the student on the bench behind . Other 
than the removal of this rear extension , the benches remain 
much the same today as when used by 19th century students . 

Professor G. W Tomkins , whose name appears on a school 
certificate issued in 1881 , was probably the first principal 
of the County Line Academy . In 1887 James H. Caldwell, 
eldest son of Thomas B. Caldwell ; became principal of the 
school in which he had been a student just a few years before . 

The County Line School was operated continually until 1948 . 
By that time improved roads and methods of transportation 
made possible the creation of consolidated school systems 
which replaced one- room neighborhood schools . The County 
Line School is representative of the effects of consolidation 
on rural schools . 

The fraternal purpose for which the County Line School and 
Lodge was built is still being fulfilled . Since it was 
chartered on November 28, 1879, Masonic Lodge #373 has con­
tinually met on the second floor of the County Line School 
and Lodge . John M. Durham > who built the structure, was 
a charter member and first Master of the County Line Lodge . 
Another of the sixteen charter members was Thomas Benton 
Caldwel l. 

Though children no longer learn to read and write within its 
walls , the old building continues to house its original 
Masonic Lodge , and to serve as a Sunday meeting place for a 
small Baptist congregation . Other than the loss of its 
educational role , very litt l e of its purpose or appearance 
has changed in the almost 100 years since the County Line 
School and Lodge was first constructed . 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

STATE 

Arkansas 
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES COUNT Y 

INVENTORY· NOMINATION FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) 
ENTRY NUMBER 

8 . Significance (County Line School and Lodge - Page 3) 

This multi- purpose building which served early settlers in 
two counties of the Arkansas Ozarks, is still needed and 
used today . Its preservation and upkeep will continue 
because of both sentimental attachment and the continuing 
need for such a structure . 
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Ccb.unty Line 
School and Lodge 
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Missouri - Arkansas state line 
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" . ~ AFiKANSA HISTORIC ·PRESE ATION PROGRAM #-
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f 

"THE OLD STATE HOUSE" -300 HEST HARKHAN LITTLE ROCK, ARKA.i~ SAS 7:2201 
TELEPHONE - SOl 3 71-1639 

November 18, 1974 

Mr. Arthur B. Caldwell 
·3413 Thornapple Street . 
Chevy Ch~se, Maryland 20015 

·Dear Mr. Caldwell: 

We are happy to inform you that th~ State Review Committee of the 
Arkansas Historic Preservation Program has approved the nomination . 
of the County Line School and Lodge to the National Register of · 

. Historic Places. The·.nomination wi·ll nbw be forwarded to .the 
National Resister office in Washingto~. · o. C. where it will be 
evaluated by their professional staff. If they concur with the 
judgment. of the State 'Review .Committee it will soon be included 
on the_National Register. 

We appreciate your assistance in preparing this nomination and your 
inter~st in historic preservation. 

Sincerely, 

~ R~~~/~ .: ~J 
§ene Richardson, Administrator · 
Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 

GR:cm ·. 
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WM. V. (BILL) AI,..EXANDER 
1ST DISTRICT, ARKANSAS 

, . .. 
ctongrt~~ of tbt Wnittb ~tatt~ 

~ou~e of .1\epre~entatibt~ 
Ua~bfngton, lUC. 20515 

March 26, 1975 

Mr. Gary Everhardt 
Director 
National Park Service 
U. S. Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Dear Mr. Everhardt: 

In January the Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 
nominated the ~ty Line School and Lodge Building to be 
placed in the National Register of Historic Places. This 
building is rare among old buildings in the Ozark Country of 
America. In use as both a school and a Masonic lodge since 
about 1879, it is a remarkably well-preserved link with our 
history. I hope your professional staff will agree with this 
nomination and the School can soon be placed on the National 
Register. 

Will you please provide me with a report on the status of this 
nomination at your convenience. 

With kindest regards, I am 

BA/bm/akb 

Sincerely, 

~;h~ 
~ILL ALEXANDER 

Member of Congress 
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STATE 
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County Line School and Lodge 

ARKANSAS 

~AR 2 7 197:! 

Location 

Gepp vicinity 
Fulton County 

Also Notified 

Han. Dale Bumpers 
Han. John L. McClellan 
Han. Bill Alexander, Jr. 

Regional Director, Southwest 
Region 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Mr. William E. Henderson, Director 
Arkansas Department of Parks and Tourism 
State Capitol 
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201 

MMott/cha 3-27-75 
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5. NW of Gepp on E side of Baxter-Fulton county line, 2 mi. S of state line 


