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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

George M. Coombs designed the William P. Frye House as a grand example of
the Second Empire style. It is a three story rectangular building with a
characteristic Mansard roof. A matching two story wing extends from the east
side. An emphatic cornice runs around the entire house. A smaller cornice
tops the upper roof line. The house stands on a stone foundation and is sheathed
with clapboards. :

The west wall is comprised of a two bay facade. On either side, a two story
bay window is divided at the second floor level by a wooden cornice. The windows
are rather narrow with recessed paneling decorating the borders of the panels.

In line with the bay windows are two gabled dormer windows in the roof.

The south wall displays a roofed porch on the west end. It extends across
the two bays on the left. Slender wooden piers with recessed panels rise from
a lattice ra111ng to support the roof. Sheltered under the porch roof is a
double hung window to the left of a door in the center bay. On the second floor
a bay window identical to those on the facade occupies the left bay. A double
hung window is in the center bay. To the right, the final bay projects out to
end in a bay window flush with the porch. Both the first and second stories have
a bay window, but they lack the elaborate enframement that is found on the facade
windows. Instead carved corner supports embellish the second floor windows. The
side of the projection facing the porch contains a double-hung window on each
floor. Gabled dormers with decorative relief carvings were placed in each bay
on the third floor. The side ell continues along this elevation in an easterly
direction. It is smaller in height and has three gabled dormers and an emphatic
wooden cornice. On the first floor, the ell has six bays, o0 ccupied by three
double-hung windows with a fourth small:.square window between two doors at
either end. The overhangs surmounting the doors have open—work carving. Beyond
the ell is a double-decker:glassed-in sunporch.

The north wall is also three bayed with the left bay receding back into the
house. The right two bays have a single sash window on each floor. A small square
window dis situated between the second floor windows: The roof has pedimented
dormers alignel with the windows below. The left bay displays a large bay window
beneath a double-hung window on the second floor and a gabled dormer on the third.

To the east, the two story w1ng continues the elevation design, joined by a sunporch.

Four brick chlmneys project from the main part of the house, completing
the effect of a boldly modeled, emphatically three—-dimensional building.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The William P. Frye House, designed in 1874 by George M. Coombs of
Lewiston, is one of the finest examples of the Second Empire style of
architecture in the city of Lewiston. One of Coombs' early works, the
house was owned by William Pierce Frye, United States Senator, represent-—
ing Maine in that capacity from 1881 to his death in 1911. An outstanding
citizen of Maine during the late nineteenth and early twentieth century,
Frye served as a State Representative from Lewiston, Mayor of Lewiston,
State Attorney General and as a trustee of Bowdoin College. Frye also
served Maine in the U.S. House of Representatives.

Born in Lewiston, Maine on September 2, 1830, Frye attended public,
schools in Lewiston and graduated from Bowdoin College in Brunswick, Maine
in 1850. Frye studied law, was admitted to the bar and commenced practice
in Rockland, Maine in 1853..

Frye's political career began when he returned to Lewiston to practice
law and was elected to the State Legislature in- 1861. He was re—elected
in 1862 and 1867. He served as Lewiston's mayor from 1866-67 and as the
Attorney General of Maine from 1867-1869. He was. a presidential elector
on the Republican ticket of Lincoln and Johnson in 1864.

Frye became involved further in national politics as a delegate to the
Republican National Convention at Philadelphia in 1872 and at the Chicago
Convention in 1880. He was elected to the U.S. Congress in 1870, where he
served until 1881. It was during this period that Frye succeeded James G.
Blaine as the foremost Republican leader in Maine. He also replaced Blaine
as chairman of the Republican State Committee in November, 1881.

On March 18, 1881, Frye succeeded Blaine as Maine's United States
Senator, sincethe latter had resigned that post to become President Garfield's
Secretary of State. In his thirty years in the Senate, Frye spoke out on
many national and international issues, although he assumed a traditional
position of Republican party loyalty.

On February 7, 1896, Frye was elected President pro-tempore of the
Senate, serving in that capacity until April, 1911. In September, 1898
Senator Frye joined the peace commission which met in Paris to adjust
the terms for settlement of the Spanish-American War. Senator Frye died in

Lewiston, Maine on August 8, 191l.

(See continuation sheets)
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William Frye epitomized the Maine Republican politician of the
Gilded Age in American history. Conservative in both his life-style and
his politics, he found it much easier to vote the party line than to
allow conscience to enter into political consideration. There is evidence
enough, however, to suggest that for William Frye, the Republican party
and all that it embraced and adhered to was his conscience. The time
eventually came when his intense party devotion {what critics charged was
blind loyalty)was an embarrassment, even for the Republican party. None-
theless, Frye must be considered along side of Blaine, Sewall and Reed
as an outstanding political leader of his day.



