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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Located in downtown Denver at 1325 Glenarm Place, the Denver Athletic Club is a 
single detached structure built roughly in the shape of a rectangle, measuring ap­ 
proximately one hundred and twelve feet by two hundred and sixteen feet. The 
structure has six stories set over two partial basements. Originally designed by 
E. Philip Varian and Frederick J. Sterner, a part of the structure was erected in 
1889—1890 and reflects a variety of architectural styles, most notably Romanesque. 
The main or east facade has eighteen bays facing the street with an additional 
variation of four to seven bays on the newer southeastern wing. There are four bays 
on the north side, four bays on the south side and approximately seven bays on the 
rear or west side of the building. The Club is actually a combination of three 
buildings due to new additions and a fire in 1951 which destroyed one half of the 
structure. The front northeastern facade (with ten bays) is the only original part 
of the 1889 building. The first two floors are of Arizona natural brown sandstone 
with the superstructure made of Kansas City pressed brick, relieved by masses of 
dressed brownstone. The 1924 addition (on the southwest side facing Glenarm Street) 
with eight bays was constructed as an integral part of the 1889 structure and was 
completely fireproof. Complete remodeling of the interior was done after the 1951 
fire and a new modern athletic facility was added on the south side in 1972. The 
roof is flat.

The original entrance is a large attractive semi-circular arch with radiating 
voussoirs made of sandstone. All the windows on the front facade are double-hung. 
The windows on the first story are rectangular, flat with no designs or sills. 
Those on the second story are semi-circular with transom with radiating voussoirs 
over each bay. The third story windows are red brick rectangular, flat with no 
sills, and capped with smoothed dressed sandstone lintels. The fourth floor semi­ 
circular arched windows with transom are capped again with radiating voussoirs and 
dressed sandstone slipsills. The fifth story windows have twice as many bays as 
the preceding floors with dressed sandstone slipsills and decorative elements be­ 
tween the openings. The sixth floor windows are a somewhat new addition, probably 
done in the 1950s.

There are many decorative elements to the building. Aside from the contrast between 
the red sandstone and reddish-brown pressed brick with sandstone trimmings, the 
roof cornice rests on supporting brackets - a decorative element again repeated 
under the sixth floor windows. The cornice is also boxed, decorated and frieze 
decorated. A series of belt courses divide the sandstone from the brick and within 
the upper story recessed arches are some more brackets to further enhance the 
carved trimmings.

Little of the interior remains the same due to remodeling and the 1951 fire, but 
the club still reflects much of its earlier grandeur with hardwood floors, over- 
stuffed chairs and "unsurpassed facilities for everything in the way of indoor 
athletics."

Ed. JEF, 7/79
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Denver Athletic Club is significant for its role in the development of organized 
athletics and as a pioneer social organization in the Denver area. The building's 
architecture also reflects the work of two of Denver's finest architects, E. Philip 
Varian and Frederick J. Sterner.

As the Denver Republican stated in 1891, "The Denver Athletic Club is the finest 
organization of its kind between Chicago and San Francisco." It was also one of 
the "most prosperous." It was incorporated in 1884 by five men who were interested 
in pursuing indoor and outdoor athletics. As interest in the club developed both 
socially and athletically, the organization needed larger headquarters than those 
they shared at the old Baptist Church. Plans were drawn up by Varian and Sterner, 
and the new headquarters were built in 1889 at 1325 Glenarm Street. As the city 
grew, so did the club. It became a prominent meeting place for many of the city's 
business, cultural, social, as well as, most importantly, athletic affairs. It 
was a representative institution that kept pace with the advances of the city and 
state. Although "some of the greatest baseball, football, wrestling and boxing 
teams in Denver history were D.A.C.," the club was not limited to athletics alone. 
As the Denver Post described it, "Statesmen, philosophers, writers, artists, 
industrial tycoons - the club was familiar to them, for here the grace of 
social elbow-rubbing was a practiced, and not forgotten, art." Throughout its long 
history, the Denver Athletic Club has been comprised of some of the city's out­ 
standing business and professional leaders and has always held a very prominent " 
place in the ever growing Denver.

Architecturally, the Denver Athletic Club is a fine example of the work of Varian 
and Sterner. The large entrance arch is particularly attractive because of "its 
proportions and artistically carved trimmings - the arrangement of the windows 
into tiers leading to, and capped by the arches of the fourth story, with the 
cornice effect above giving an appearance of massiveness to the entire structure." 
Varian and Sterner were also the architects on the Daniels and Fisher Building; 
and Sterner alone designed "two of the greatest houses still standing in Denver - 
The Daniel Tears home .... and the Cuthbert home," as well as the Denver Club 
building and the Antlers Hotel in Colorado Springs. Architecturally, as well as 
socially and athletically, the Denver Athletic Club has held a place of esteem in 
Denver's history since 1890.

Ed. JEF, 7/79
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