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BOsSTAN, M\ 02116 Addr ess 55 School Street

Hi storic Nane Vdal tham H gh School

"Photo (3"x3" or 3"x5", black and

white) Indicate address of Use  Present High School
property on back of photo. - .
Staple to left side of form Original  High School
DESCRI PTI ON
Pate 1902, 1935 (east, v/est wings)
Sour ce School Committee Reports
Style elements of Romanesque Rev.
and iSeoClassical
Architect Samuel  Patch
buiier : Robert Glancey
property's location inrelationto A
nearest cross streets and/or Outbuildings NCNE
geographical features. I ndicate

all buildings between inventoried
property and nearest intersection(s).

- Mai or Alterations (with dates)
Indicate north
C NC
additions dating to 1935 1960's
Condition ‘'ood-excellent
Moved o Date n/a

Acreage less than one acre-see boundary .just
Setting Focal part at head of
Liberty St., surrounded by mid-19th
houses. Across Church Street from

First Parish Church

UTM REFERENCEn 1" AMLOG-pj ULSMMAAD Recorded by Edward V/. Gordon
USGS QUADRANGLE  LFXIM/ATOfd Organization wadtham Hist. Coom
SCALE 'ZG MO Date June, 1986

revised by C Jenkins 3/88



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable)

TP Waltham High School possesses integrity of location,
lo’kmansh?p fleling and associations. |t remains as an important component of Watham S
Aurn-Sthe”certudy'municipal building campaign, designed by Superintendant o Buxl xngs
and Grounds, Capt.'sa.uel ktch. It is also a distinguished NEoAT L..~or
hining aspects of the I'omanesque and Classical Revival styles m a unified composx.ion.
?ie Sigh School meets criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic Places.

design, setting, materials,

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and
evaluate in terms of other buildings within the community.

Robert E Glancey contractor - both of Waltha-. Constructed of brick with
~ranite “rirthls school's main facade is treated as a 4-bay projecting center
favnion wi™h side wings. The wings exhibits three paired windows -th
recessed round-arched, main entrances at either side of the center pavilion,
“he main'facade featur;s a high granite faced basement. The center pavilion
exhibits a range of four lonic pilasters, which start at the second floor
sill-course, and extend beyond the third floor to the pedimented attic.
Interspersed between the arches at the 3rd floor are large, multi-pane, arched
windows. Particularly noteworthy is Patch's lack of concern for the

academically pure interpretation of styles - (cont)

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state
history and how the ..uilding relates to the development of the community.
Although Waltham had a school referred to as a 'High School as early as

1835 it wis not until 1849 that the town had schools that were clearly grammar

A | Tkll schools. Se present Waltham Senior High School's main block wes buxlt
Tn 190t with ea;t and L st wings added in 1935. The building has important
historical associations with Captain Samuel Patch, architect, and Robert ~.
Glancy' fon”~ractor. Captain Samue Patch (1837- 1924) was the architect of some
of Saltham's largest and best knovm buildings. He was born in Weston on Feb
25 1837 the son of Samue and Elizabeth Sherman Patch  He spent nearly half
hi* life in Weston, moving to Waltham in the early 1880's Patch as an
architect, was in the right place at the right time, in 1884, Waltham wes
incorporated as a city - it would need new municipal buildings. For more than a
quarter of a century he was Superintendent of Public Buildings anc Grounds of
the City of Waltham. He was appointed Superintenaent of Building in 1886 by
Mayor Charles F. Stone, and held that office until his retirement m 1912, when
he was succeeded by Thomas Lally. In addition to the Waltham Senior High

School, was the architect of the Lexington and Moody Street fire stations,
Maynard Block and Asbury Temple.

(cont)

Bl BLI OGRAPHY and/ or REFERENCES
"\l t ham Meeting present and Future Housing Needs" - a Report of the Center of
Field Studies, Harvard University, - 1951 s
Bacon, George F., "Representative Busi nessnman of Véltnam , ibyji

V@l t ham Public Library, spiral notebook w bibliographical sketches 8/ 85
* Daily Free Press Tribune - April 15, 1903

' School Coomttee Reports - 1901, 1902, 1903



WALI HAM M KA
q3 - iu{-cr Val t ham Hi gh School  #93
55 School Street

ARCH TECTURAL S| GNI FI CANCE, Wal t ham Hi gh School, continued

he places, for exanple, a Georgian Revival Palladian windowwithin the tynpanum
of a Neoclassical pedimented attic. This building' s side-wings are surmounted .
by hip-roofs with doubl e-dormers. Projecting from the east and v/iest walls of
the 1903 wings, are two and a half story wings which date to 1933. These are con-
structed of brick and are generally conpatible with the original structure. They

H STCR CAL SI GNI FI CANCE, continued (GO

During the Civil Wr Sanuel Patch enlisted as a private in the 35th
Massachusetts Vol unteers (1862-1864) and was conm ssioned Captain. H served in
many Civil Var battles, including Vicksburg, Antitietan, and the Siege of
Pet ershurg.

Robert E d ancy, the Waltham Senior Hi gh School builder, was a prolific
late 19th/early 20th century, Valtham builder. H \"as a wholesale and retail
dealer in "shingles, clapboards, laths, spruce frames and boards". H started
his business in 1885. In addition, he \js an agent for the National Sheet Metal
Roofing Conmpany. By the early 1890's, his office was located at 53 Cushing
Street, Waltham Although school buildings seemto have been M. Clancy's
specialty, he was responsible for many other builings within the city limits
inducing - the South Side Fire Station, the US Watch Factory, Orient Factory
(bicycles), Enmery Wieel Conpany's Factory and Davis and Farnumi's Foundry.

ARCH TECTURAL S| GNI FI CANCE

have been altered recently with inappropriate replacement sash, smaller than the
original w ndow openings. Three flat-roofed nmodern additions were added cl 960.

The inpact of these additions i s lessened by their position to the rear of the
building at a lower elevation, and by the fact that they are connected by narrow wal k-
ways. A one story gymasium addidion is attached to the east elevationwith approxi-
mately half of it sbulk hidden behind the 1935 wing. A two-story el land athree-story
ell extend from the rear of the school attached to each other and to the main building
by narrow wal kways. These additions certainly do not contributeto the historic
character of the high school, but neither do they seriously detract from it sappear-
ance as a substantial turn-of-the-century school.

BANDARY JUSTI FI CATI ON

The nomnation is confined to the High School building, including allof itsattached
additions, and the land extending 25 from itsperimenter. Excluded is a one story
cl 960s Trade School that occupies the northeast corner of the | ot at Sunmer and
Church Streets.



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Commmity:
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COM«GSION
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Property Nane: M-yWWA

Indicate each item on inventory form v*idi is being continued below.

The High Schodl Building it Wahhani.

WII10l KSALI. AMI I!'L:TAIl- [IICALKIC I.N
S:Ea:13: TO-1-.E:s,
CLAPBOARDS, LATHS, SPRUCE FRAMES AND BOARDS.

OFFICE, 53 CUSNniNQ ETEEET, WALTHAM. MASS.

'iuch of our realers as reside ii. WaUhani or vicii.iry and own any hmichnfi-s or propo.seto]>la
anv o ler. or buildinj:. for carlKentcerin™® or for roofi..?, ~.-ould do well to note tl.e audrcs< of M
Ry GLancv, No 50 Cu.dunp siroot. for hv is an experu-need contractor and bmldor ; be is ae
foV met X rootin-' aso wl.Me acand retail dealer in ..hin,-les elapl.oards, laths, spruee fram
Lnd 1oYWW | isag,.nt fur the National Sheet Metal ]:oolin,r Co. and, m short, he isin a po|
?it~r?r';dervo.”en.eee.n.altcM hel K .s..atpneesasl owas the owvest (,uah y <;0"s.d-vd
and at short notice. That the public appreciates the advantages of <!ea.n- ® ith Mr. "-H} J
dSited V h~f CM AN AT0POO per annum  althou-di it
not o"n n. rka Vlon" slandu.c, it havin,- been founded in but there is excellent reason
Sievi'™ tha tb” in.h dg./ree of success o far attained is but an eanu;st of """t ",ay reaso a
U' er, ex«d in tVefuture, 7or practicallv allof those who have done b...siness with Mr.Glancy adn
tMeir\r eSs ?0To t e ever they want anything' i, his line, and that mcatis stea

i"CTcao of business if it means anythinK- All orders for building- are assured prompt and care,
attention.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom

Form No:
23
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1970 Atlas, City of Véltham Val t ham Massachusetts MRA
Conpi | ed by the V@l t ham 55 School Street

Engi neering Division Val t ham Hi ah School
Scale: 1inch = 140 feet 16- S- | ,l,”A?: A
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