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Town 

WALTHAM, MA MRA 
Vv'altham, Massachusetts 

Address 55 School Street 

H i s t o r i c Name VJaltham High School 

"Photo (3"x 3" or 3"x5", black and 
white) Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. 
Staple to l e f t side of form. 

Sketch Map: Draw map showing  
property's location in r e l a t i o n to  
nearest cross streets and/or  
geographical features. Indicate  
a l l buildings between inventoried  
property and nearest i n t e r s e c t i o n ( s  
Indicate north 

) . 

Use P r e s e n t High School 

O r i g i n a l High School 

DESCRIPTION 

Pate 1902, 1935 (east, v/est wings) 

Source 

S t y l e 

School Committee Reports 

A r c h i t e c t 

elements of Romanesque Rev. 
and iSeoClassical 

Samuel Patch 
bui ier : Robert Glancey 

E x t e r i o r W a l l F a b r i c _  

O u t b u i l d i n g s NONE 

brick 

Maior Alterations (with dates) 
C NC 

additions dating to 1935, l960's 

C o n d i t i o n 'ood-excellent 

UTM REFERENCEn 1^1 .^ILOG-pj ULc^^^f^l^D 

USGS QUADRANGLE LFXIM/^TOfd 

SCALE I'ZG^mO 

Moved no Date n/a 

Acreage less than one acre-see boundary .just 

S e t t i n g Focal part at head of 

Liber ty S t . , surrounded by mid-19th 

houses. Across Church Street from 

F i r s t Parish Church 

Edward V/. Gordon Recorded by  

O r g a n i z a t i o n Waltham His t . Comm. 

Date June, 1986 

revised by C. Jenkins 3/88 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f a p p l i c a b l e ) 
ThP Waltham High School possesses i n t e g r i t y of loca t ion , design, s e t t i ng , materials , 
Io?kmansh?p f l e l i n g and associations. I t remains as an important component of Waltham 
^urn-S^he^cer tuJy 'municipal bui ld ing campaign, designed by Superintendant o Buxl xngs 
and Grounds, Capt . ' sa .uel k t c h . I t i s also a distinguished ^ f ^ f ! . .^or 
hining aspects of the I'.omanesque and Classical Revival s tyles m a un i f i ed composx.ion. 
?ie Sigh School meets c r i t e r i a A and C of the National Register of His to r i c Places. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE D e s c r i b e i m p o r t a n t a r c h i t e c t u r a l f e a t u r e s and 
e v a l u a t e i n terms o f o t h e r b u i l d i n g s w i t h i n the communi ty . 

Robert E Glancey contractor - both of Waltha-. Constructed of brick wi th 
^rani te ^ r i r t h l s school's main facade i s treated as a 4-bay pro jec t ing center 
f a v n i o n wi^h side wings. The wings exhibi ts three paired windows - t h 
recessed round-arched, main entrances at e i ther side of the center p a v i l i o n , 
^he main'facade fea tur ; s a high granite faced basement. The center pav i l ion 
exhibi ts a range of four Ionic p i l a s t e r s , which s ta r t at the second f l o o r 
s i l l - cou r se , and extend beyond the t h i r d f l o o r to the pedimented a t t i c . 
Interspersed between the arches at the 3rd f l o o r are large , multi-pane, arched 
windows. Pa r t i cu l a r l y noteworthy i s Patch's lack of concern f o r the 
academically pure in t e rp re t a t ion of s tyles - (cont) 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE E x p l a i n the r o l e owners p l a y e d i n l o c a l or s t a t e 
h i s t o r y and how t h e . . u i l d i n g r e l a t e s t o the development o f t he communi ty . 

Although Waltham had a school re fe r red to as a 'High School as early as 
1835 i t wis not u n t i l 1849 that the town had schools tha t were c lear ly grammar 

^ I T k l l schools. S e present Waltham Senior High School's main block was buxl t 
Tn l 9 0 t wi th ea;t and L s t wings added i n 1935. The bu i ld ing has important 
h i s t o r i c a l associations wi th Captain Samuel Patch, a r ch i t ec t , and Robert ^ . 
Glancy' fon^rac tor . Captain Samuel Patch (1837- 1924) was the archi tec t of some 
of Saltham's largest and best knovm bui ld ings . He was born i n Weston on Feb 
25 183?! the son of Samuel and Elizabeth Sherman Patch He spent nearly ha l f 
h i ^ l i f e i n Weston, moving to Waltham i n the early 1880's Patch as an 
a rch i t ec t , was i n the r i g h t place at the r i g h t time, i n 1884, Waltham was 
incorporated as a c i t y - i t would need new municipal bu i ld ings . For more than a 
quarter of a century he was Superintendent of Public Buildings anc Grounds of 
the City of Waltham. He was appointed Superintenaent of Bui lding i n 1886 by 
Mayor Charles F. Stone, and held that o f f i c e u n t i l h i s retirement m 1912, when 
he was succeeded by Thomas L a l l y . I n addi t ion to the Waltham Senior High 
School, was the archi tec t of the Lexington and Moody Street f i r e s ta t ions , 
Maynard Block and Asbury Temple. 

(cont) 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 
"Waltham Meeting present and Future Housing Needs" - a Report of the Center of 
Field Studies, Harvard University, - 1951 , , . „ ,OQO 
Bacon, George F., "Representative Businessman of Waltnam , ibyji 
Waltham Public Library, spiral notebook w/bibliographical sketches 8/85 

• Daily Free Press Tribune - April 15, 1903 
' School Committee Reports - 1901, 1902, 1903 

s 



WALIHAM, MA MKA 
q 3 - iU{-c^ Waltham High School #93 

55 School Street 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE, Waltham High School, continued 

he places, for example, a Georgian Revival Palladian window within the tympanum 
of a Neoclassical pedim.ented a t t i c . This building's side-wings are surmounted . 
by hip-roofs with double-dormers. Projecting from the east and v/est walls of 
the 1903 wings, are two and a h a l f story wings which date to 1933. These are con­
structed of brick and are generally compatible with the o r i g i n a l structure. They 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE, continued (CONT) 

During the C i v i l War Samuel Patch enlisted as a private i n the 35th 
Massachusetts Volunteers (1862-1864) and was commissioned Captain. He served i n 
many C i v i l War b a t t l e s , including Vicksburg, A n t i t i e t a n , and the Siege of 
Petersburg. 

Robert E. Glancy, the Waltham Senior High School builder, was a p r o l i f i c 
l ate 19th/early 20th century, Waltham builder. He \̂ as a wholesale and r e t a i l 
dealer i n "shingles, clapboards, l a t h s , spruce frames and boards". He started 
his business i n 1885. In addition, he \-jas an agent for the National Sheet Metal 
Roofing Company. By the early 1890's, his o f f i c e was located at 53 Cushing 
Street, Waltham. Although school buildings seem to have been Mr. Clancy's 
specialty, he was responsible for many other builings within the c i t y limiits 
i n d u c i n g - the South Side Fire Station, the U.S. Watch Factory, Orient Factory 
(bicycles), Emery Wheel Company's Factory and Davis and Farnum's Foundry. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE 

have been altered recently with inappropriate replacement sash, smaller than the 
o r i g i n a l window openings. Three flat-r o o f e d modern additions were added cl960. 
The impact of these additions i s lessened by t h e i r position to the rear of the 
building at a lower elevation, and by the fact that they are connected by narrow walk­
ways. A one story gymnasium addidion i s attached to the east elevation with approxi­
mately half of i t s bulk hidden behind the 1935 wing. A two-story e l l and a three-story 
e l l extend from the rear of the school attached to each other and to the main building 
by narrow walkways. These additions cer t a i n l y do not contribute to the h i s t o r i c 
character of the high school, but neither do they seriously detract from i t s appear­
ance as a substantial turn-of-the-century school. 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION 

The nomination i s confined to the High School bui l d i n g , including a l l of i t s attached 
additions, and the land extending 25' from i t s perimenter. Excluded i s a one story 
cl960s Trade School that occupies the northeast corner of the l o t at Summer and 
Church Streets. 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCM«GSSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Commmity: Form No: 

<? 3 

Property Nane: ^^'-y^^'^ S . , 

Indicate each item on inventory form v ^ i d i is being continued below. 

The High School Building it Wahhani. 

r W I I O I K S A L I . A M I I ! 1 : T A I I - I I I C A L K I C l .N 

s:Ea:i3:TO-i- .E:s, 
C L A P B O A R D S , L A T H S , S P R U C E F R A M E S AND 

OFFICE, 53 C U S n i N Q ETEEET, W A L T H A M . MASS. 

B O A R D S . 

'iuch of our rea.lers as reside i i . WaUhani or vic ii.iry and own any hmlchnfi-s or propo.se to ]>la 
anv o ler. or buildinj:. for carIK•ntc•rin^^ or for roofi..?, ^.-ould do well to note tl.e audrcs< of M 
R y GLancv, No 5o Cu.slunp siroot. for hv is an experu-need contractor and bmldor ; be is â -e 
foV m e t X rootin-' also wl.^le.^alc and retail dealer in ..hin,-les elapl.oards, laths, spruee fram 
Lnd I 0̂ ^̂ ^̂  I is a;,'..nt fur the National Sheet Metal ]:oolin,r Co. and, m short, he is in a po| 
? i t^?r ' ;dervo.^en.eee.n .a l tcMhelK.s . .a tpneesaslowas the o^vest (,uah y <;0"s.d-vd 
and at short notice. That the public appreciates the advantages of <!eal.n- ^̂  ith Mr. "-H} J 
dSited V h^ f CM "'^^"^ .̂ .10,bOO per annum althou-di it 
not o"n n . rka V lon^' slandu.c, i t havin,- been founded in but there is excellent reason 
S i e v i ' ^ th a tb^ in .h dcj.̂ ree of success so far attained is but an e,anu;st of ^^'i'^t ",ay reaso a 
U' er, ex^«d in tVe future, ?or practicallv allof those who have done b...siness with Mr.Glancy adn 
t^'eir\r eSs ?oTo t e^ ever they want anything' i„ his line, and that mcatis stea 
i^CTcalo of business if i t means anythinK- A l l orders for building- are assured prompt and care, 
attention. 

Stap l e t o I n v e n t o r y form at bo t tom 



(UM *n»intl No. 102*0011 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service AUG 2 | fggg 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number Page 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Waltham MRA 
^ t a t e M I H H I P S P V C n u n t y , MASSACHTTSF.TTS 

Nomination/Type of Review Date/Signature 

91. Waltham Gas and El e c t r i c Company ^eepe 
Generating Plant Entered I n the 

H a t l o i ^ SegistdT Attest 

92. Waltham High School ' """^^ B-3^lst«^ ^KeeperyyAA-u-^^^^yc-,^.^ fAA^f 
Bat: 

Attest 

93. Waltham Water Works Shop . -s-^i-' --^-^ -rr^^eeper /C^'^jy^^'-^--^^^^ ^A^Af 

Attest 

94. Warren, Nathan, House ^Libatl^Ustt HdVl d^Keeper>^y^^'^^ ^ ^ A H 

Attest 

95. Wellington, Benjamin, House V^-^Keeper / ' P A A ^ ^A'^Af 
::ntered i n the 
MatlOBAl ieglBter Attest 

96. Wellington, William, House ^ j ^v, -^r^A^eper^^lxtlU-^^—^ 9A^A^ 

national H^gistax Attest 

97. Wellington—Castner House c>.j-^^eepex t P P ( i L A j - i ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ y ^ . ^— ^ ^/^^^ 

Attest 

98. Wetherbee House Entered i n the ^f^'^'^^eeper 

national Beglster 
Attes t 

99. White, Warren, House Entered ia tha /deeper ^yV^'-^^^-i^^^^c^^^ 
iiatloual Bdglater C) ^ 

Attest 

100. Whitney—Farrington—Cook House „^^^MCeeper ̂ ^-Qj^^L^^-z^t-^^^^ f / ^ - ^ 

1 i . , Attest_ 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

PROPERTY Waltham High School 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE Waltham MRA 
NAME: 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Middlesex 

DATE RECEIVED: 8/21/89 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 9/05/89 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 9/21/89 DATE OF 45TH DAY: 10/05/89 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 89001531 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N 
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: N 

COMMENT WAIVER: N 

J ^ C C E V , _ R E T U R N _ R E J E C T f ^ f ^ DATE £ r i o l 1 e s i a t « 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

RECOM./CRITERIA 
RE VI EWER ~_ 
DISCIPLINE 
DATE 

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N 



CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

historic current 

DESCRIPTION 

architectural classification 
materials 
descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE . . , 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and ju s t i f y below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
cl a r i t y 
applicable c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas checked 
relating significance to the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity to significance 
ju s t i f i c a t i o n of exception 
other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

acreage ^verbal boundary description 
UTMs boundary ju s t i f i c a t i o n 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

sketch maps ÛSGS maps photographs presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Phone 

Signed Date 













1970 Atlas, City of Waltham 
Compiled by the Waltham 
Engineering Division 
Scale: 1 inch = 140 feet 

Waltham, Massachusetts MRA 
55 School Street 
Waltham High School 
16-S-l /l/li^C t^^'^ 



Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000301 


