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Town 

Winchester, Mass., MRA 
WINCHESTER 

Address 16A Ginn Road 

Kioto (3"x3" or 3"x5", black and 
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property on back of photo. 
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Historic Name Webster Childs House 

Use: Present dwelling 

Original dwelling 

DESOIIPTION 

Date cl876 

Sketch Map: Draw map showing property's location 
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geographical features. Indicate a l l buildings 
between inventoried property and nearest 
intersection(s). 
Indicate north l''~2C0' 

Exterior Wall Fabric bri r,k  

Outbuildings garage: NC 

Major Alterations (vrith dates) none 

Conditicxi excellent 

Moved no Date n/c 

Acreage m , 0 & \ ^ ^ i ^ A SZA j l U - o o ^ 

Sett ing res ident ia l area formerly known 

as the Rangelev Estates 
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SCALE ' / : yiS~ OAO 

Recorded by Carl Hagge, Carol Ely 

Organizaticxi Winchester Historical Comm. 

Date 12/78; 10/87 revised C. Jenkins 
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Source Historv of Winchester (Chapman) 

Style Panel Brick (Queen Anne) 

Architect unknown 
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Winchester , Mass. , HRA -
-...- WINCHESTER 
.LVWU ------------------

Address 16A Ginn Road 

Historic Name Webster Childs House 

• f I ,I ..... c- • ..w"\.i'I 

Use: Present ___ dw=e=l=l=i...,n.,g ________ _ 

<:riginal .a,:d_,w.:,;.e l.._l..,i.,_n...,g ________ _ 

DES<lUPTION 

Date c1876 

Source History of Winchester (Chapman) 

style Panel Brick ( Queen Anne) 

Architect unknown -===~----------
Ert er i-0 r Wall Fabric _ b..,.r._1 .... · c..,k..._ ___ __,;;.;;___ 

Oltbuildings _ .... s:a..a_r_a.a;:;g_e_: _ N_C ______ _ 

Major Alterations (with dates ) none 
_____ ,;..;;... __ 

C0ndition excellent -----"'===-=---------

loDVed no Date n/a ------
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Setting residential area formerly known 

as the Rangeley Estates 

Recorded by Car l Hagge , Carol Ely 

crganizaticn Winche·ster Historical Comm . 

Date 12/78 ; 10/87 revised C. Jenkins 



OH 

NATICmL REGISTER OlITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

The Webster Childs House possesses i n t e g r i t y of location, design, s e t t i n g , materials, 
workmanship, feeling and associations. I t i s s i g n i f i c a n t as one of three Panel Brick 
style house i n Winchester, a l l located i n the Rangeley Estates area. I t features decor
ative brickwork, a bracketed mansard roof, and stickwork i n i t s cross gables. I t also 
i l l u s t r a t e s Winchester's growing popularity as a fashionable suburb, i n t h i s case the 
exclusive Rangeley Estates. I t meets " c r i t e r i a A and C of the National Register of His
t o r i c Places. 

ARCHITECTORAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate i n terms of 
other buildings with i n the ccMtinunity. 

•.;1w 
The Webster Childs House i s a 2^ story brick structure enclosed by a slate roof with 
numerous cross gables containing stickwork. I t s symmetrical facade features a .projecting 
central pavilion with a t r e f o i l i n i t s gable; the gable f i e l d i s shingled and contains 
a pointed arch window. At the f i r s t story, a segmental arched entry with double-leaf 
door i s located beneath a porch with decorative brackets. V'indows with 2/2 sash are set 
i n segmental arches with sawtooth brick work. Decorative bands of black tar dipped brick 
run above and below the windows. A decorative brick course defines the watertable and 
the second _stoj:y_. A two story bay window and one story porch are located on the west ele
vation. 
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HISTCHlICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how i ^ - ^ 
buUding relates to the developinent of the coninunity.,n.t5iijL!d iLs 9.li:'. j lxa .ao^-^asi IsoiiiqeTrooR 

This fine Panel Brick s t y l e house was b u i l t by David Sfclllings on the grouhas"''oi' h i ^ n»9w:̂ B^ 
estate, Rangeley. I t i s one of three s i m i l i a r houses. S k i l l i n g s , a lumber entrepre-"^^^^^''^ 
neur from Maine, came t o V'H.nchester i n the lat e 19th century, bought a large parcel of 
land west of the ra i l r o a d tracks near the town center, and developed i t i n t o a walled 
residential park. A handsome stone retaining wall with granite piers s t i l l marks the 
perimeter of the Rangeley Estates along Church Street. S k i l l i n g s b u i l t a house for 
himself as well"as f i v e others which he sold to people of his choice. Webster Childs 
was a prominent Boston piano manufacturer. 
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BIBLI0C3lAPHy and/or REFERENCES 

Chapman, Henry Smith. History of Winchester. Vol. II. p.13. • ^ P^ 
'•• Winchester Archival Center resources: town d i r e c t o r i e s , h i s t o r i c maps. 
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NATIONAL REGISTER ffirrElUA STATEMENT (if applicable) 

The Webster Childs House possesses integrity of location, design , setting, materials, 
workmanship, feeling and associations . It is significant as one of three Panel Brick. 
style house in Winchester, all l'ocated in the Rangeley Estates area . It features decor
ativ~ brickwork , a bracketed mansard roof, and stickwork in its cross gables . It also 
illustrates Winchester ' s growing popularity as a fashionable suburb, in this case the 
_exclusive Rangel~ E~tates . It meets 1cri teria A and C of the National Register of His
toric Places . 

ID 

ARCHI'IECTORAL SIQUFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the ooimimi ty ♦- -

The Webster Cfiildsttouse is a 2½ story brick structure enclosed by a slat.e ..ro,of with 
numerous cross gables containing , stlickwork. Its symmetrical facade fea,tut:.!;s a,..,Proj.~cting 
central pavifion with a trefoil in its gable; the gable field is shingled and contains 
a pointed arch window . At the fiTst story , a segmental arched entry with double-leaf 
door is located beneath a porch with decorative brackets . Windows with 2/2 sash are set 
in segmen_ta1:_arc~~s with sawtooth brick ~ork . Decorative bands of black tar dipped brick 
run above and below the windows . A decorative brick course defines the watertable ond 
the secon~ ~t-ur:~ A two story bay window and one story porch are located on the west ele
vation. 

f 

HIS'IORICAL SI~~CE EXpl.ain th~ rpl~ owners played in l~ or state history ~ h~ lifle: 1 1 
building relates to the developnent of the corrmmi ty ... ,, • .:> . .:> 

This fnre- Paner Bride style hou~e t.ras 'built by David Skillings on t he grduntls: O"f hi~ 
estate , Rangeley . It is one of three similiar houses. Skillings , a lumber entreyre
neur--frcmr Mai:rre , came-to 1+:i.ncheste,:- 4n--the late 19th century , bought a large pari;;.e<f_of.. 
land west oi the r~lroad tr~cks.near~the town center, aod developed it into a walled 
ra~dentia-1 parL A handsom; st"'one 1-.... etaining wa1;1 with granite _pi~rs sttll marks the 
perimeter of the Rangeley Estates along Church' Street,. Skillings built a hou~P. £or 
himse1.ras- \-'el1.- as fi-V~ others vmith he sold I to people o.f' his d1oic.e . W,eb'st~r Childs 
was a prominent BQston piano rnanufact~er. 
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Sketch Map: Draw nap showing proDertv'.s. locati 
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An 
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UTM REFERENCE 

USGS QUADRANGLE 

SCALE 

Use: Present dwellirig 

Original dwelling; 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 1875-76 

Source Wobum Journal, Nov. 6. 1875. 
Sept. 23, 1876 

Style Fanel Brick 

Architect Ceorge D. .Rand 

Exterior Wall Fabric brick 

Outbuildings parage: KC 

Major Alterations (with dates) none 

Condition excellent 

Moved no Date 

Acreage u . 089 sq. ft, 

Setting residential area formerly knovn 

as Rangeley Place 

Recorded by Carl Hagge. Carol i l v  

Organization Winchester Historical C onuE. 

Date 12/76; 10/67 revieed bv C. Jenkins; 
8/9C revised by M. Meister 

FORM B - BUILDING 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL C0""1ISSION 
80 BOYLSTON STREET 
BOSTON, MA 02116 

Photo (J•x3• or J•xs•. black and 
white) Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. 
Staple to left side of form. 

J I 
AREA 

Town Winchester 

FEB 5 1991 
FORM NO. 

398 

Address 9 Meadoxcroft lalsn l6A -100 Boad) 

Historic Naae S)dllin&3-Cutter :e:ouee 

Use: Present -'d=w=e=l =li .. ngaa..... _______ _ 

Original d::.:w.:..::e;.::ll=ing=..._ ______ _ 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 1875-76 

Source Woburn Journal , Nov. 6, 18'75 , 
Sept. 23, 1876 

Style Panel Brick 

Architect Qeorge D. Rand 

Exterior Wall Fabric -~b-ri ..... c_k ____ _ 

Outbuildings Jga=r~age"'--':'--=-'-NC=---------

Major Alterations (with dates) ~n=on=e..._ __ 

Condition excellent _.....,;;;;.;:..;;.;;=-:;.;;;;..... ________ _ 

Moved no __;; ____ _ Date -~n .... l_a,__ __ _ 

Acreage 14, 089 sg • ft. 

Setting residential area formerly known 

as Rangeley Place 

Recorded by Carl Bagge , Carol ily 

Organization Winchester Bistorical Comm. 

Date 12/78; 10/87 revieed by c, Jen)dns; 
8/90 revised by M. Meister 
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liATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (i f applicable) 

The Skillings-Cutter House possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials, 
workmanship, feeling and associations. I t is significant as one of Winchester's Panel Brick 
style houses, a l l designed in the mid-ISTOs by fteorge C. Rand. I t features decorative 
brickwork, a bracketed roof, and stickwork in i t s cross gables. I t also xipresents^the 
grander homes that began to be built in Winchester i n the 1870s as suburban living was 
becoming more popular. I t meets criteria .A. and C of the National Register of Historic 
Places. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the community. 

The Skillings-Cutter Mouse is a 2-^-story brick structure enclosed by a slate roof with 
numerous cross gables containing stickwork. Its symmetrical facade features a projecting 
central pavilion with a t r e f o i l in i t s gable; the gable fiel d is shJ.ngled and contains 
a pointed arch window. At the f i r s t story, a segmental arched entry with double-leaf 
door is located beneath a porch with decorative brackets. Windows with 2/2 sash are set i n 
segmental arches with sawtooth brickwork. Decorative bands of black tar-dipped brick run y y 
above and below the windows. A decorative brick course defines the watertable and the 
second story, A two-story bay window and one-story porch are located on the west elevation. 
The siting at the top of a h i l l adds to the nobility of this house. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 

This Panel Brick house was the third rental property to be built by David K. Skillings on 
the grounds of ids estate, called Rangeley Place. Skillings reported i n the Sept. 23, 1876, 
Wobum Journal that he had rented this house to Charles A. Cutter, librarian of the Boston 
Athenaeum. Cutter and his family leased the house u n t i l 1889. Cutter was one of the 
nation's most promiaent librarians, well known for devising the Butter classification 
system. In Winchester, he was active i n amateur theater. In 1889, Webster Childs, a * t 
prominent Boston piano manufacturer, purchased the house from Skillings' heirs. Childs 
and his family lived in this house for many years. ( 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES ) 
Wobum Journal. Kov. 6, 1875, and Sept. 23, 1876 
Winchester Archival Center resources: maps, town directories 
National Census of 1880, p. 64 
American Architect, June 23, 1877 
"Suburban Homes," Boston Herald, March 30, 1881 

iATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATOENT (if applicable) 

The Skillings-Cutter Mouse possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials, 
workmanship, feeling and associations. It is significant as one of Winchester's Panel Brick 
style houses, all designed in the mid-1870s by ~eorge D. Rand . It features decorative 
brickwork, a bracketed roof, and sticlcwork in its cross gables. It also representswthe 
grander homes that began to be built in winchester in the 1870s as suburban living was 
becoming more popular. It meets criteria A and C of the National Register of Kistoric 
Places . 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important archi tectura 1 features and eva 1 uate in terms of 
other buildings within the coanunity. 

The Skillings-Cutter Mouse is a 2½-story brick structure enclosed by a slate roof with 
numerous cross gables containing stickwork. Its symmetrical facade features a projecting 
central pavilion with a trefoil in its gable; the gable field is shingled and contains 
a pointed arch window. At the first story, a segmental arched entry with double- l eaf 
door is located beneath a porch with decorative brackets. Windows with 2/ 2 sash are set in 
segmental arches with sawtooth brickwork. Decorative bands of black tar-dipped brick run :, ..: 
above and below the windows. A decorative brick course defines the watertable and the 
second story. A two-story bay window and one-story porch are located on the west elevation. 
The sit i-ng at the top of a hill adds to the nobility of this house. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the c011111.1nity. 

This ?anel Brick house was the third rental property to be built by David N. Skillings on 
the grounds of lis estate, called Rangeley Place. Skillings reported in the Sept. 23, 1876, 
Woburn Journal that he had rented this house to Charles~. Cutter, librarian of the Boston 
Athenaeum. Cutter and his family leased the house until 1889. Cutter was one of the 
nation's most prominent librarians, well known for devising the 8utter classification 
system. In ~inchester, he was active in amateur theater. In 1889, Webster Childs, a ( 
prominent Boston piano manufacturer, purchased the house from Skillings' heirs . Childs 
and his family lived in this house for many years. ( 

' BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES ) 
Woburn Journal, Nov. 6, 1875, and Sept. 23 , 1876 
Winchester Archival Center resources: maps, town directories 
National Census of 1880, p. 64 
American Architect, June 23, 1877 
"Suburban !omes," Boston ! erald, March 30, 1881 
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NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION 

PROPERTY 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE 
NAME: 

Childs, Webster, House 

Winchester MRA 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Middlesex 

DATE RECEIVED : 11/19/13 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: DATE OF 45TH DAY : 1/05/14 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER : 89000644 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

N 
N 
N 

DATA PROBLEM : N 
PDIL: N 
SAMPLE: N 

N 

RETURN 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

LANDSCAPE: N 
PERIOD: N 
SLR DRAFT: N 

LESS THAN 50 YEARS: 
PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: 
NATIONAL: 

REJECT I 1 3 r / f DATE 

Additional Documentation Approved 

RECOM. /CRI 

~ REVIEWER SCIPLINE 
• 

TELEPHONE DATE 3 · I</ 
DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N 

If a nomination is returned to the nominating authority, the 
nomination is no longer under consideration by the NPS. 
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 
September 10, 2013 

J. Paul Loether 
National Park Service 2280, 8th Floor 
National Register of Historic Places 
1201 l (eye) Street, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20005 

Dear Mr. Loether: 

Re: Address changes for properties listed on the NRHP 

As we digitize our inventory of historic resources, we are discovering discrepancies in property 
addresses due to renumbering, changing the address to a side street that abuts the parcel, or 
assigning a precise address where none had existed. In some cases, property owners have notified 
us of an incorrect address. We are, therefore, writing to request technical corrections in the 
National Register records for the following properties in 

Winchester (Middlesex County) 

• Sanborn House (Aigremont) (NRIND 12/14/1 98 l_rnew address is 21 High Street 
(formerly 15 High Street) ~ l c):)J ,2 i (, ( 

• Winchester Town Hall (NRIND 3/31/1983; NRDIS 11/21 /1986)-new address is 71 
Mount Vernon Street (fo1merly 71 Mount Auburn Street, which was a typo) i;O~l)·:'.).3 7.,../"' 

The following were listed on 7/5/1989 as NRIND in the Winchester MRA 

Ayer, Thoma~ ~r~~~i~s H.9~1se-rw address is 10 Grove Street (formerly 8-1 O Grove 
Street) f; 9 j .. JO 0 :}~ 

• 

{Y Childs, Webster House-:-
1 
~ew;tldress is 9 Meadowcroft Road (formerly 16A Ginn 

Road) t <t (>Of; CA: -f 

• Gardner, Edward House-,r l}.liltf'(ess is 0 Gardner Place (formerly 89 Cambridge 
Street) f? q 000 b·'> .:> / 

• Mason, John C. House-new add1ys·s is 10 Hillside Avenue (formerly 8-10 Hi llside 
Avenue) 8£t 000 f> y'-f / · 

• Oak Knoll-new addres.s i: !J Brofo Street (formerly 39 Oak Knoll) 

~q(~00~·'i t/ 

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 
(617) 727-84 70 • Fax: (617) 727-5128 

www.state.ma. us/sec/mhc 



• Simonds, William House-new ~ress is 418-420 Main Street (formerly 420 Main 
Street) iq ~G qt)/ 

• Symmes, Dea. John I-Jou new.addre sis 212 Main Street(formerly 212-214 Main 
Street) ~'1(}0,(!) GO{e 

• Wildwood Cemetery- new address is 34 Palmer Street (formerly Wildwood Street). In 
addition to being individually listed in 1989 as part of the MRA, the cemetery was 
included in the Middlesex Canal Hist7ru1d Archaelological District, listed on 

1111912009 '3 q OC,() ~ 5"ci / 
Sincerely, 

~ 
Betsy Friedberg 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

XC: Winchester Historical Commission 



Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Slieet Reference Number: 64000303 

Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000303 



National Register of Historic Places 
Memo to File 
 

Correspondence 
The Correspondence consists of communications from (and possibly to) the nominating authority, notes 
from the staff of the National Register of Historic Places, and/or other material the National Register of 
Historic Places received associated with the property. 
Correspondence may also include information from other sources, drafts of the nomination, letters of 
support or objection, memorandums, and ephemera which document the efforts to recognize the 
property. 
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January 30, 1991 

I.V 
FlwC.:3TE.l 

Ms. Carol Shull 
National Register of H is tor ic Places 
Department of the In te r i o r 
National Park Service 
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, DC 20013-7127 

RE: Winchester Mul t ip le Resource Area 

Dear Ms. Shu l l : 

Enclosed you w i l l f i nd addi t ional information on the fo l lowing propert ies, 
which were l i s t e d on the National Register as indiv idual propert ies in the 
Winchester Mul t ip le Resource Area Nomination, Winchester MA, in 1989. 

Skillings-Webb House 
(a .k .a . DeRochmont House) 
2-4 Rangeley Road 

Skillings-Manny House 
(a .k .a . Samuel-Elder House) 
38 Rangeley Road 

Sk i l l i ngs Estate House 
37 Rangeley Road 

Sk i l l ings-Cut ter House 
(a .k .a . Webster-Childs House) 
9 Meadowcroft 
(a .k .a . 16A Ginn Road) 

Please add th i s fu r ther information to your f i l e s . Feel free to contact Doug 
Kel leher, National Register Assistant at t h i s o f f i c e , i f you have any 
questions. 

Sincerely, 

A. ... it A 
Betsy Friedberg 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 
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Massachusetts Historical Commission, Judith B. McDonough, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Offiicer 

80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617)727-8470 

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, S ô-̂ tor)i 
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January 30, 1991 

Ms. Carol Shull 
National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
P.O . Box 37127 
Washington, DC 20013-7127 

RE: Winchester Multiple Resource Area 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

Enclosed you will find additional information on the following properties, 
which were li sted on the National Register as individual properties in the 
Winchester Multiple Resource Area Nomination, Winchester MA, in 1989. 

Skillings-Webb House 
(a.k .a. DeRochmont House) 
2-4 Rangeley Road 

Skillings-Manny House 
(a.k.a. Samuel -Elder House) 
38 Rangeley Road 

Skillings Estate House 
37 Rangeley Road 

Skill ings-Cutter House 
(a.k.a. Webster-Childs House) ..,.... 
9 Meadowcroft 
(a .k.a . 16A Ginn Road) 

Please add this further information to your files. Feel free to contact Doug 
~ r, National Register Assistant at this office, if you have any -
questions. 

Sincerely, 

/ '._ ~•,:_ ;_ </0'_,_.~ft: 
Betsy Friedberg 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

Enclosures 
Massachusetts Historical Commission, JudiLh B. McDonough, Executive Directm, State Historic Preservation Officer 

80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727,8470 

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary 
• 
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