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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Blackinton Houses and Blackinton Park comprise approximately 5h acres of property 
on the east and west side of North Main Street (Route 152) i n Attleboro. The property 
is bounded by the Bungay River to the south and by Woodlawn Cemetery to the northeast. 
The surrounding area is primarily open land on the ou t s k i r t s of downtown Attleboro. 
The nomination includes a small park and two houses b u i l t by Col. Willard Blackinton 
during the mid-1800's. 

Blackinton Park (#1) i s less than an acre of public land which was dedicated to 
veterans of World War I i n 1937. I t i s situated southwest of North Main Street on 
Blackinton Pond. The area has remained a natural setting f i l l e d with trees, low 
sloping lawns and some w i l d l i f e a l l i n close proximity to downtown Attleboro. The land 
southwest of the pond was given by owners of the Blackinton House (#2) i n 1949 to 
extend the o r i g i n a l 1937 park grounds. 

Memorial Bridge (#l-a) i s a low stone structure which carries North Main Street over 
the Bungay River where i t flows i n t o Blackinton Pond. The bridge was.dedicated i n 
November, 1937. Memorial Flag Pole (#l-b) stands at the southern end of the bridge. 
Erected i n 1944, i t commemorates Attleboro's World War I dead. - . . . 

The Col. Willard Blackinton House (#2), 200 North Main Street, faces east just north 
of Memorial Bridge. The Greek Revival house was constructed in 1849 for Col. 
Blackinton.. It is situated on four acres of well maintained property. The main house 
is a two story rectangle with a lower two story ell extending from the rear (west) 
elevation. This ell was built to connect the main house and the original barn. The 
bam has been recently modifier to house light industry and has a modern two story, 
flat roof, concrete addition on its rear (west) elevation. . . 

The ridge roof of the main house carries three t a l l chimneys w i t h pressed b r i c k orna­
mentation. On close inspection, one sees that the f r o n t chimney i s e n t i r e l y f o r d i s ­
play, as i t i s constructed of wood made to imitate the b r i c k of the other two chimneys. 
The clapboarded structure has a t r i a n g u l a r l y pedimented facade gable and a wide molded 
entablature and water table t y p i c a l of i t s s t y l e . Corner p i l a s t e r s have carved capitals 
and recessed panels running the f u l l two story height. Fenestration i s 6/6 headed by 
molded cornices and framed by louvered shutters. 

The three bay wide facade i s dominated by a one story entrance porch w i t h a p a v i l i o n 
roof and open fretwork supports and f r i e z e . The four panel entrance door flanked by 
sidelights i s situated at the southern end and i s framed by f l a t p i l a s t e r s with 'carved 
capitals. The two f i r s t story windows are long 6/9 double hung sash. 

The rear e l l is also clapboarded. I t i s four bays deep with a hooded entrance at the 
western end of the north elevation and a f u l l e l l - l e n g t h f l a t roofed side porch on the 
south elevation. North elevation second story windows are each crowned by a tri a n g u l a r 
pediment r i s i n g from the roof eaves. There i s a chimney similar to those on the main 
house. 
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. ' / I - Blackinton Park; Bridr^e, Flarpole: 
C i ty of .i .ttleboro, R?.ymond L. Macomber, Mayor 
Cit.7 Ha l l 
29 Park Street 
Attleboro, Massachusetts 02703 

,#2- Col. Willard Blackinton House: 
William A, and Ruth P, Nerney / 
200 North Kain Street 
Attleboro, I'assachusetts 02703 

#3— Blackinton Double House: .........I. 
E. Harold and Mary W. Washburn : - } ' • ir ' . 

y \ 203-205-207 North Main Street ^ f " • 
Attleboro, Massachusetts 02703 -.̂̂^̂̂  
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The large red clapboarded barn is an L shaped plan structure with an intersecting 
ridge roof and a cupola. The north elevation has a continuous l i n e of windows on 
both stories. The south elevation has a gable front on the eastern end portion 
with an open pedimented entrance porch. The porch i s headed by three windows on 
the second story and a single window i n the gable. A one story section of the barn 
projects out from the western end of the south elevation. 

The house i s framed with hand hewn oak, mortised and pegged. I t i s double lathed 
and, i n the main house, plastered over. A six inch a i r space separates the two 
plastered portions. The i n t e r i o r retains high ceilings and a large kitchen f i r e p l a c e 
with Dutch oven. Standing at the facade entrance, one can look i n a western d i r e c t i o n 
through eight doorways to the large barn door at the end of the rambling structure. 

The south elevation e l l side porch was enlarged from the o r i g i n a l . The barn and 
carriage shed have been converted to house a modern plastics manufacturing company, 
formerly a jewelry factory known as the "Knobby Krafters.'V There i s a small 
garage south of the main house. 

The Blackinton Double House (//3) i s located at 203-5-7 North Main Street. The house 
s i t s on less than an acre and faces west toward the Col. Willard Blackinton House 
across the road. The symmetrical building consists of a central 2% story section 
with I h story wings extending from both the north and south elevations. The wings 
extend back to the east with intersecting ridge roofs, giving the entire structure a 
U plan. The building was constructed shortly a f t e r Col. Blackinton b u i l t his own 
house i n 1849. This double house was b u i l t f o r his sons. I t i s sheathed i n clap­
boards painted white with two chimneys on the center section and one on each of the 
wings. 

The center section facade i s f i v e bays wide with a wide entablature and two triangu­
l a r l y pedimented nine l i g h t dormers. Fenestration i s 6/9 on the f i r s t story and 6/6 
on the second. The center entrance i s flanked by sidelights and headed by a f i v e 
l i g h t transom. A one story, f l a t roof, open porch extends along the facade and 
continues around both corners to the facade entrances to each wing. I t has a turned 
balustrade r a i l i n g and pl a i n support posts. 

The two wings are each two bays wide and four bays deep. The southern end wing 
facade has a northern end entrance and two 6/6 windows on the f i r s t , story headed by 
six l i g h t casements on the second. The northern end wing facade has a southern end 
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•entrance, two 6/6 windows, and two 6/6 tr i a n g u l a r l y pedimented dormers overhead. 
There is a 12 l i g h t entrance door topped by a fan l i g h t with keystone at the eastern 
end of the south elevation. The rear (east) elevation of the southern wing has an 
enclosed glass porch with shed roof headed by a single window on the second story. 

The rear elevation of the center section has two t r i a n g u l a r l y pedimented dormers. 

The house contains 4 small staircases i n addition to the main staircase i n the central 
front entrance h a l l . There are 22 rooms. 

The two story barn located to the rear of the house was b u i l t a f t e r 1877. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Blackiiiton Houses are s i g n i f i c a n t for t h e i r architecture and as a small area 
associated with the Blackinton family and t h e i r early 19th century i n d u s t r i a l endeavors. 

The present public Blackinton Park (#1) contains the s i t e of a l a t e 18th century gun 
shop which became the only shop i n the v i l l a g e to produce shuttles f o r power looms 
i n 1827. A grinding stone from the o r i g i n a l shuttle shop marks the s i t e of that 
building. Power was derived from the f i r s t water turbine i n Attleboro on Blackinton 
Pond. The o r i g i n a l dam usedforwater power s t i l l e x ists. 

Attleboto was much involved i n large t e x t i l e manufacturing and was closely connected , 
to the nearby Rhode Island t e x t i l e industry. The property surrounding the s i t e i s 
maintained as a landscaped park w i t h the pond, o r i g i n a l dam, bridge and f l a g pole 
a l l given to the c i t y i n 1937 by the family of Attleboro's f i r s t mayor, Harold Sweet. 
The pond i s stocked with trout each spring and i s the s i t e of an annual children's 
f i s h i n g derby. 

Col. Willard Blackinton founded the shuttle shop i n 1827. His 1849 house (#2) was 
occupied by two generations of his family. The Nerney family purchased the property 
I n 1882 and has owned i t f o r 3 generations. Col. Blackinton b u i l t and owned at 
least 3 other houses on the property. A l l but one have been demolished. Two of his 
sons, Charles and John, f i r s t occupied the Double House (#3) which was w i l l e d to 
t h e i r wives at the time of the Colonel's death i n 1877. The house was owned by Blackin­
ton descendants u n t i l 1936 when i t was sold to Everett I . Perry. 

The Blackinton family was prominent i n community a f f a i r s from the time Attleboro was 
founded. Col. Blackinton played an important role not only i n the t e x t i l e industry, 
but also i n the p o l i t i c a l l i f e of the town. He held numerous town of f i c e s during his 
l i f e t i m e , was the f i r s t Postmaster of East Vil l a g e , and was a member of the Massachu­
setts House of Representatives and a State Senator. He was a director of the old 
Attleboro bank and the f i r s t president of the F i r s t National Bank u n t i l his death. He 
was a colonel i n a trooper regiment. 

Blackinton's sons carried on his shuttle business, l a t e r engaging i n cotton thread 
manufacturing and the jewelry business. A l l were prominent i n c i v i c a f f a i r s . 
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Blackinton Hoijses, Attleboro, Massachusetts 

Geographical Data: Verbal Boundary Description 

Starting at the northeast comer of the Blackinton Double Houses (#3) property; 
proceeding i n a westerly direction for 176 feet to North Main Street; thence 
proceeding i n a westerly direction across North Main Street; thence proceeding 
in a northerly direction for 46 feet to the northern property l ine of property 
#2; thence proceeding i n a westerly direction for 358 feet along the property l ine 
of property #2; thence proceeding i n a northerly direction for 145 feet along 
the property l ine of property #2; thence proceeding i n a westerly direction for 
362.5 feet to the rear property l ine of property #2; thence proceeding i n a south­
e r ly direction for 197 feet to the r iver ; thence proceeding i n a southeasterly 
direction along the r iver to the southem property l ine of property #2; thence 
proceeding i n an easterly direction for 470 feet; thence proceeding i n a south­
erly direction for 37.5 feet; thence proceeding i n a westerly direction for 90 
feet; thence proceeding i n a southerly direction for 70 feet to Blackinton Pond; 
thence proceeding i n an easterly direction along Blackinton Pond to the southwestem , 

Cedge of Nfemorial Bridge (#l-a);thence proceeding i n a southeasterly direction [ 
along the bridge; thence proceeding along the southem edge of Blackinton Pond | 
to the southwestem property l ine of property #1; thence proceeding i n a south- | 
westerly direction fo r 104 feet to the Branch Railroad; thence proceeding i n an \ 
easterly direction along the Branch Railroad for 560 feet to North Main Street; 
thence proceeding i n a northwesterly direction along North Main Street for 230 
feet to ^femorial Bridge; thence proceeding i n a northeasterly direction along ; 
Nfemorial Bridge; thence proceeding i n a northwesterly direction along Nfemorial [ 
Bridge; thence proceeding along the Bungay River to the eastem property l ine of \ 
property #3; thence proceeding i n a northerly direction for 173.55 feet to the 
start ing point. . 

USGS COORDINATES: I 
A 19/309 900/4646 720 
B 19/510 240/4O46 620 
C 19/510 ISl)/-k>lD 440 , • • : 
1) L9/5i0 t)-10;''4o4o 450 
E 19/509 880/4o4u o50 
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DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION C H E C K ONE C H E C K ONE 

X-EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED ^ORIGINAL SITE 

—GOOD —RUINS XlVLTERED —MOVED DATE 

—FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Blackinton Houses and Blackinton Park comprise approximately 5h acres of property 
on the east and west side of North Main Street (Route 152) i n Attleboro. The property 
i s bounded by the Bungay River to the south and by Woodlawn Cemetery to the northeast. 
The surrounding area i s primarily open land on the outskirts of downtown Attleboro. 
The nomination includes a small park and two houses b u i l t by Col. Willard Blackinton 
during the mid-1800's. 

Blackinton Park (#1) i s less than an acre of public land which was dedicated to 
veterans of World War I i n 1937. I t i s situated southwest of North Main Street on 
Blackinton Pond. The area has remained a natural setting f i l l e d with trees, low 
sloping lawns and some w i l d l i f e a l l i n close proximity to downtown Attleboro. The land 
southwest of the pond was given by owners of the Blackinton House (#2) i n 1949 to 
extend the o r i g i n a l 1937 park grounds. 

Memorial Bridge (#l-a) i s a low stone structure which carries North Main Street over 
the Bungay River where i t flows into Blackinton Pond. The bridge was dedicated i n 
November, 1937. Memorial Flag Pole (#l-b) stands at the southern end of the bridge. 
Erected i n 1944, i t commemorates Attleboro's World War I dead. 

The Col. Willard Blackinton House (#2), 200 North Main Street, faces east j u s t north 
of Memorial Bridge. The Greek Revival house was constructed i n 1849 for Col. 
Blackinton. I t i s situated on four acres of wel l maintained property. The main house 
is a two story rectangle with a lower two story e l l extending from the rear (west) 
elevation. This e l l was b u i l t to connect the main house and the o r i g i n a l barn. The 
barn has been recently modifieti to house l i g h t industry and has a modern two story, 
f l a t roof, concrete addition on i t s rear (west) elevation. 

The ridge roof of the main house carries three t a l l chimneys with pressed brick orna­
mentation. On close inspection, one sees that the front chimney i s e n t i r e l y for dis­
play, as i t i s constructed of wood made to imitate the brick of the other two chimneys. 
The clapboarded structure has a t r i a n g u l a r l y pedimented facade gable and a wide molded 
entablature and water table t y p i c a l of i t s st y l e . Corner pilasters have carved capitals 
and recessed panels running the f u l l two story height. Fenestration i s 6/6 headed by 
molded cornices and framed by louvered shutters. 

The three bay wide facade i s dominated by a one story entrance porch with a pa v i l i o n 
roof and open fretwork supports and f r i e z e . The four panel entrance door flanked by 
sidelights i s situated at the southern end and i s framed by f l a t p i l a s t e r s with carved 
capitals. The two f i r s t story windows are long 6/9 double hung sash. 

The rear e l l is also clapboarded. I t i s four bays deep with a hooded entrance at the 
western end of the north elevation and a f u l l e l l - l e n g t h f l a t roofed side porch on the 
south elevation. North elevation second story windows are each crowned by a triangular 
pediment r i s i n g from the roof eaves. There i s a chimney similar to those on the main 
house. 
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#1 Blackinton Park, Bridge, Flagpole: 
City of Attleboro, Raymond L. Macomber, Mayor 
City Hall 
29 Park Street 
Attleboro, Massachusetts 02703 

#2- Col. Willard Blackinton House: 
William A. and Ruth P, Nerney 
200 North Main Street 
Attleboro, Massachusetts O2703 

#3— Blackinton Double House: 
E, Harold and Mary N. Washburn 
203-205-207 North Main Street 
Attleboro, Massachusetts O2703 

/ 
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The large red clapboarded barn i s an L shaped plan structure with an intersecting 
ridge roof and a cupola. The north elevation has a continuous l i n e of windows on 
both stories. The south elevation has a gable front on the eastern end portion 
with an open pedimented entrance porch. The porch is headed by three windows on 
the second story and a single window i n the gable. A one story section of the barn 
projects out from the western end of the south elevation. 

The house i s framed with hand hewn oak, mortised and pegged. I t is double lathed 
and, i n the main house, plastered over. A six inch a i r space separates the two 
plastered portions. The i n t e r i o r retains high ceilings and a large kitchen fireplace 
with Dutch oven. Standing at the facade entrance, one can look i n a western dire c t i o n 
through eight doorways to the large barn door at the end of the rambling structure. 

The south elevation e l l side porch was enlarged from the o r i g i n a l . The barn and 
carriage shed have been converted to house a modern plastics manufacturing company, 
formerly a jewelry factory known as the "Knobby Krafters." There i s a small 
garage south of the main house. 

The Blackinton Double House (#3) i s located at 203-5-7 North Main Street. The house 
s i t s on less than an acre and faces west toward the Col, Willard Blackinton House 
across the road. The symmetrical building consists of a central 2% story section 
with Ih story wings extending from both the north and south elevations. The wings 
extend back to the east with intersecting ridge roofs, giving the entire structure a 
U plan. The building was constructed shortly after Col. Blackinton b u i l t his own 
house i n 1849. This double house was b u i l t for his sons. I t i s sheathed i n clap­
boards painted white with two chimneys on the center section and one on each of the 
wings. 

The center section facade i s fi v e bays wide with a wide entablature and two triangu­
l a r l y pedimented nine l i g h t dormers. Fenestration i s 6/9 on the f i r s t story and 6/6 
on the second. The center entrance i s flanked by sidelights and headed by a f i v e 
l i g h t transom. A one story, f l a t roof, open porch extends along the facade and 
continues around both corners to the facade entrances to each wing. I t has a turned 
balustrade r a i l i n g and pla i n support posts. 

The two wings are each two bays wide and four bays deep. The southern end wing 
facade has a northern end entrance and two 6/6 windows on the f i r s t story headed by 
six l i g h t casements on the second. The northern end wing facade has a southern end 
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entrance, two 6/6 windows, and two 6/6 tri a n g u l a r l y pedimented dormers overhead. 
There is a 12 l i g h t entrance door topped by a fanlight with keystone at the eastern 
end of the south elevation. The rear (east) elevation of the southern wing has an 
enclosed glass porch with shed roof headed by a single window on the second story. 

The rear elevation of the center section has two tr i a n g u l a r l y pedimented dormers. 

The house contains 4 small staircases i n addition to the main staircase i n the central 
front entrance h a l l . There are 22 rooms. 

The two story barn located to the rear of the house was b u i l t after 1877. 
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The Blackinton Houses are si g n i f i c a n t for t h e i r architecture and as a small area 
associated with the Blackinton family and t h e i r early 19th century i n d u s t r i a l endeavors. 

The present public Blackinton Park (#1) contains the s i t e of a lat e 18th century gun 
shop which became the only shop i n the v i l l a g e to produce shuttles for power looms 
i n 1827. A grinding stone from the o r i g i n a l shuttle shop marks the s i t e of that 
building. Power was derived from the f i r s t water turbine i n Attleboro on Blackinton 
Pond. The o r i g i n a l dam usedforwater power s t i l l exists. 

Attleboro was much involved i n large t e x t i l e manufacturing and was closely connected 
to the nearby Rhode Island t e x t i l e industry. The property surrounding the s i t e i s 
maintained as a landscaped park with the pond, o r i g i n a l dam, bridge and fl a g pole 
a l l given to the c i t y i n 1937 by the family of Attleboro's f i r s t mayor, Harold Sweet. 
The pond i s stocked with trout each spring and i s the s i t e of an annual children's 
f i s h i n g derby. 

Col. Willard Blackinton founded the shuttle shop i n 1827. His 1849 house (#2) was 
occupied by two generations of his f ami ly . The Nerney family purchased the property 
i n 1882 and has owned i t for 3 generations. Col. Blackinton b u i l t and owned at 
least 3 other houses on the property. A l l but one have been demolished. Two of his 
sons, Charles and John, f i r s t occupied the Double House (#3) which v;as w i l l e d to 
th e i r wives at the time of the Colonel's death i n 1877. The house was owned by Blackin­
ton descendants u n t i l 1936 when i t was sold to Everett I . Perry. 

The Blackinton family was prominent i n community a f f a i r s from the time Attleboro was 
founded. Col. Blackinton played an important role not only i n the t e x t i l e industry, 
but also i n the p o l i t i c a l l i f e of the town. He held numerous town offices during his 
l i f e t i m e , was the f i r s t Postmaster of East Village, and was a member of the Massachu­
setts House of Representatives and a State Senator. He was a director of the old 
Attleboro bank and the f i r s t president of the F i r s t National Bank u n t i l his death. He 
was a colonel i n a trooper regiment. 

Blackinton's sons carried on his shuttle business, l a t e r engaging i n cotton thread 
manufacturing and the jewelry business. A l l were prominent i n c i v i c a f f a i r s . 
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The Blackinton Houses are s i g n i f i c a n t not only for t h e i r architecture and for 
t h e i r associations with persons important i n Attleboro's past, but also as an 
example of early twentieth century town planning. As noted, the land sur­
rounding the pond and adjacent to the houses was donated to the town by t h e i r 
f i r s t mayor i n 1937. The subsequent creation of a park and the erection of 
a flagpole served to recognize the town's"colonial"past i n an idealized s e t t i n g . 
This was t y p i c a l of other New England towns who were anxious to enhance t h e i r 
images and assert t h e i r age with town commons and white.houses with green shut­
te r s . This concept was taken to an extreme i n the town of North Andover, where, 
i n 1880, the Village Improvement Society created an idealized town common by re­
routing roads, removing "unsuitable " buildings and planting trees. (see nomin­
ation form f o r the North Andover Center His t o r i c D i s t r i c t ) 

I 
BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION 

The Blackinton Houses and Park form a cohesive r e s i d e n t i a l / i n d u s t r i a l u n i t repre­
senting a l o c a l l y prominent family and the origins of an important industry de­
veloped by that family. I t includes the Col. Willard Blackinton House (2), the 
Double House (3) which he b u i l t f o r his sons Charles and John, a dam and remains 
of an early ninteenth century shuttle shop founded and operated by Col. Blackinton, 
and a park commemorated i n the early twentieth century to honor Attleboro's " c o l ­
o n i a l " past. Part of the Bungay River and the M i l l Pond have been included as the 
power source of the shuttle shop. The area behind property #2 has been included 
as a small area of open space which was a part of the o r i g i n a l estate; the parking 
l o t which appears i n photo #11 forms a negligible part of that area. 
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Blackinton Hoiases, Attleboro, Massachusetts 

Geographical Data: Verbal Boundary Description 

Starting at the northeast comer o£ the Blackinton Double Houses (#3) property; 
proceeding i n a westerly direction for 176 feet to North Main Street; thence 
proceeding i n a westerly direction across North Main Street; thence proceeding 
in a northerly direction for 46 feet to the northern property line of property 
#2; thence proceeding i n a westerly direction for 358 feet along the property line 
of property #2; thence proceeding i n a northerly direction for 145 feet along 
the property l ine of property #2; thence proceeding i n a westerly direction for 
362.5 feet to the rear property line of property #2; thence proceeding i n a south­
erly direction for 197 feet to the r iver ; thence proceeding i n a southeasterly 
direction along the r iver to the southem property line of property #2; thence 
proceeding i n an easterly direction for 470 feet; thence proceeding i n a south­
erly direction for 37.5 feet; thence proceeding i n a westerly direction for 90 
feet; thence proceeding i n a southerly direction for 70 feet to Blackinton Pond; 
thence proceeding i n an easterly direction along Blackinton Pond to the southwestem 

(edge of Nfemorial Bridge (#1-a) ;thence proceeding i n a southeasterly direction 
along the bridge; thence proceeding along the southem edge of Blackinton Pond 
to the southwestem property l ine of property #1; thence proceeding i n a south­
westerly direction for 104 feet to the Branch Railroad; thence proceeding i n an 
easterly direction along the Branch Railroad for 560 feet to North Main Street; 
thence proceeding i n a northwesterly direction along North Main Street for 230 
feet to Nfemorial Bridge; thence proceeding i n a northeasterly direction along 
Nfemorial Bridge; thence proceeding i n a northwesterly direction along Memorial 
Bridge; thence proceeding along the Bungay River to the eastem property line of 
property #3; thence proceeding i n a northerly direction for 173.55 feet to the 
starting point. 

USGS COORDINATES: 
A 19/309 900/4646 720 
B 19/310 240/4646 620 
C 19/310 180/4646 440 
D 19/310 040/4646 450 
E 19/309 880/4646 630 
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Verbal Boundary Description 

Please refer to the attached map which i s taken from the Attleboro 
assessor's series. The boundary i s outlined i n red. I t includes 
c i t y l o t numbers 145, 146,147, 149 ( property #2); 3, 4 ( property 
#3); 148, 151, 152 (property #1); town owned l o t #148A; Blackinton 
Pond; and the portion of the Bungay River which runs p a r a l l e l to 
property #2. 
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United States Department of the Interior 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240 

IM KCFLV TO: 

H34-880 

APR 111978 
Dear Property Owner: ^ 

The National Register i s that l i s t of evidences of the past deemed 
worthy of keeping for the future by the Secretary of the I n t e r i o r . 
According to Information submitted to the National Park Service by 
the State, you o*m property that has been nominated to the National 
Register which i s pending review i n our o f f i c e . 

Since you may not have been aware of the benefits and provisions of 
the Tax Reform Act of 1976 when your property was nominated, we are 
sending informative material at t h i s time which may supplement i n f o r ­
mation you have already received from the State. I f you wish to make 
comments about your property i n l i g h t of the National Register 
" C r i t e r i a for Evaluation" (see enclosed green l e a f l e t ) , we w i l l be 
pleased to consider them. Comments should be made wi t h i n 30 days of 
the date of t h i s l e t t e r and should be addressed to Dr. William J. 
Murtagh, Keeper of the National Register, National Park Service. 
Department of the I n t e r i o r , Washington, D.C. 20240. 

Information concerning standards for r e h a b i l i t a t i o n (see information 
sheet) may be obtained from Technical Preservation Services, Office 
of Archeology and Historic Preservation, National Park Service, 
Department of the I n t e r i o r , Washington, D.C. 20240. 

Questions concerning the National Register program or the implemen­
t a t i o n of the h i s t o r i c preservation provisions of the Tax Reform 
Act should also be addressed to the Keeper of the National Register. 

Inquiries mi»t include the name of the property and address to be 

properly handled. ». . , 

Since/ely yours. 

William J. Murtagh . 
Keeper of the National Register 

Enclosures 

William A. and Ruth P. Nerney 
200 N. Main Street 
Attleboro, MA 02703 

Re; Blackinton Houses and Park 
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June 12, 1978 

National Register Office 
Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
18th and C Streets, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Attention: Joe Towner 

Dear Mr. Towner: 

Enclosed please find the additional/revised geographical material you requested for 
the Blackinton Houses, Attleboro, Massachusetts National Register nomination.I have 
completed the sketch map and written a corresponding verbal boundary descripion. 
I have revised the 5% acre area boundaries accordingly on the USGS map and enclosed 
them within a five point identification system. 

I f I can be of any further assistance, please contact me. 

Sincerely, 

mjjya 

Blaine Mallory 
Grants Coordinator 
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November 28, 1978 

Mr. William Brabham 
National Register Branch 
Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Mr. Brabham, 

The Massachusetts Historical Commission believes that the Blackinton Houses 
and Park form a cohesive residential/industrial unit representing a locally 
prominent family and the origins of an important industry. The contributing 
components of this nomination include the Col. Willard Blackinton House (2), 
the Double House (3) which he built for his sons Charles and John, as well 
as the dam and physical remains of an early ninteenth century shuttle shop 
founded and operated by Col. Blackinton. A l l retain their integrity, and 
together, meet National Register criteria A,B,C and D. 

Your specific questions concerning the unity of this nomination are addressed 
as follows: 

1. We agree that the water supply for powering the mill should be included 
in the nomination. The boundary has been adjusted to include the mill pond. 

2. There is only one park (1) included in the nomination. Its significance 
is as an early industrial site owned and operated by the Blackinton family. 
I t includes visible evidence of the shuttle shop and the original dam used 
for its water power; in addition evidence of associated outbuildings may be 
revealed by sub-surface testing. 

3. As noted in the nomination, the land on which the mill site is located 
was donated to the town as a park in 1937, and a bridge and flagpole were 
erected. While this use has probably been instrumental in the preservation 
of the site, i t is not considered to contribute to i t s significance, nor are 
the bridge and flagpole considered integral components. 



Mr. Brabham (2) 

4. There are no other structures or sites in the immediate area which con­
tribute to the significance of this nomination as a residential/industrial 
complex which was maintained by one family and retains the integrity of that 
social unit. 

I f the Registration branch has questions on other Massachusetts nominations 
currently under review, the Massachusetts Historical Commission requests the 
courtesy of a phone call to discuss any problems before the nomination is 
returned. 

Sincerely, 

Candace Jenkdjis/ 
National Register Coordinator 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 
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TELEPHONE REPORT 
OFFICE OF ARCHEOLOGY AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

PROJECT: ^Ac^ufCk)IM^/li^D ft^^ 

T o / . ^ : CM)̂ ^ JWiU) DATE: \/(^/-^^ 

ADDRESS: PHONE: 

STAFF MEMBER: ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ / k . DIVISION: jj,/?.. 

REPORT: 



H A E L J O S E P H C O N N O L L Y 

S t C R E I A B Y O F S T A T E 

ary 26, 1979 

Charles Herrington 

onal Register Branch 
ce of Archeology and Historic Preservation 
irtment of the Interior 
lington, D.C. 20240 

l ^ ' f RECEIVED 

NATIONAL 
REGISTER 

\\ Bruce McDougal 

r Mr. Herrington: 

losed is a revised a.d verbal bo»dary description for t h e ^ O l ^ ^ 

r copy of the property owners l i s t . 

evised map is also enclosed for the Blackinton Houses in Attleboro as well as a 
Ltinuation sheet to section #8. 
you 

have any questions please l e t me know. 

icerely, 

ndace Jenkins-—J 
tional Register Coordinator 
ssachusetts Historical Commission 

/ts 
closures 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE lL\SSACliUSETTS 

Date Entered APR Migro 

Name Location 

Academy Historic District 

Blackinton Houses and Park 

Wilbraham 
Hampden County 

Attleboro 
Bristol County 

Also Notified 

Honorable Paul G. Tsongas 

Honorable Edward H. Kennedy 
Honorable Edward P. Boland 
Honorable Margaret M. Heckler 

Byers/bjr 4/27/79 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Mrs. P a t r i c i a L. Ueslouski 
Executive Director 
Massachusetts Historical Coniniasion 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 

For further information, please c a l l the National Register at (202)343-6401. 
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