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DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE

NEXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED AORIGINAL SITE
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Bl ackinton Houses andBl ackinton Park conprise approximtely 5h acres of property
on theeast and west side of North Main Street (Route 152) in Attleboro. The property
is bounded by t heBungay River tothesouth and by Wodl awn Cenetery t ot he northeast.
The surrounding area i sprimarily open land ontheoutskirts of downtown Attleboro.
The nomnation includes a small park and two houses built by Col. W llard Blackinton
during the md-1800"s.

Bl ackinton Park (#1) i sless than anacre of public [and which was dedicated t o

veterans of World War | i n1937. |t i ssituated southwest of North Main Street on
Bl ackinton Pond. Thearea has renmined a natural setting filled with trees, | ow
sloping lawms andsone wildlife alli nclose proximty todowtown Attleboro. The |Iand

sout hwest of thepond was given by owners of t heBlackinton House (#2) i n1949 t o
extend t heoriginal 1937 park grounds.

Menorial Bridge (#l-a) i sa lowstone structurewhich carries North Main Street over
the Bungay River where i t flows into Blackinton Pond. Thebridge was.dedicatedi n
Novenber, 1937. Menorial Flag Pole (#l-b) stands at t hesouthern endof thebridge.
Erected i n1944, i t cormenorates Attleboro's World War | dead. -

The Col. W1l ard Bl acki nt on House (#2), 200 North Main Street, faces east just north

of Menori al Bridge. The G eek Revi val house was constructed i n 1849 for Col .

Bl ackinton.. It issituatedon four acres of well mai ntai ned property. The mainhouse
isatw storyrectangle with alower twostory el |l extendingfromthe rear (west)

el evation. This ell was built toconnect the mai n house and the ori gi nal barn. The

bam has been recently nodifier t ohouse Iight i ndustry and has a nodern two story,

flat roof, concrete additiononits rear (west) elevation.

The ridge roof of the main house carries three tall chimeys with pressed brick orna-
mentation. Qn close inspection, onesees that thefront chimey i sentirely for dis-
play, asi ti sconstructed of wood nade toimitate thebrick of theother twochimeys.
The clapboarded structure has a triangularly pedimented facade gable anda wi de nol ded
entablature and water table typical of itsstyle. Corner pilasters have carved capitals
and recessed panels running thefull two story height. Fenestration i s 6/6 headed by
mol ded cornices andfranmed by louvered shutters.

The three bay wide facade i sdom nated by a onestory entrance porch with a pavilion
roof andopen fretwork supports andfrieze. Thefour panel entrance door flanked by
sidelights i ssituated at t hesouthern endandi sfranmed by flat pilasters with'carved
capitals. Thetwo first story windows arelong 6/9 double hung sash.

The rear el |l i salso clapboarded. |t i sfour bays deep with a hooded entrance at the
western endof thenorth elevation and a full ell-length flat roofed side porch on the
south elevation. North elevation second story wi ndows are each crowned by a triangular
pediment rising from theroof eaves. There i sa chimey simlar tothose onthemin
house.
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The large red clapboarded barn is anL shaped plan structure with an intersecting
ridge roof anda cupola. Thenorth elevation has a continuous line of wi ndows on
both stories. Thesouth elevation hasa gable front onthe eastern end portion
with an open pedinented entrance porch. Theporch is headed by three wi ndows on
the second story anda single window inthe gable. A onestory section of the barn
projects out from the western endof the south elevation.

The house is framed with hand hewn oak, mortised andpegged. | tis double Iathed

and, in the main house, plasteredover. Asix inch air space separates thetwo
plastered portions. Theinterior retains high ceilings anda large kitchen fireplace
with Dutch oven. Standing at the facade entrance, onecanlook in awestern direction
through eight doorways t othe large barn door at the endof the rambling structure.

The south elevation ell side porch was enlarged fromthe original. Thebarnand
carriage shed have been converted to house a nodern plastics manufacturing conpany,
formerly ajewelry factory known as the "Knobby Krafters.'V There i s a small

garage south of the main house.

The Bl ackinton Double House (//3) is located at 203-5-7 North Main Street. Thehouse
sits onless than anacre andfaces west toward the Col. W llard Blackinton House
across the road. Thesymmetrical building consists of a central 2%story section
with Ihstory wings extending fromboth the north andsouth elevations. Thew ngs
extend back t othe east with intersecting ridge roofs, giving the entire structure a
U plan. Thebuilding was constructed shortly after Col. Blackintonbuilt hisown

house i n 1849. This double house was built for his sons. | tis sheathed inclap-
boards painted white with twochimeys onthe center secti on andone on each of the
wi ngs.

The center sectionfacade is five bays wide with aw de entablatureandtwo triangu-
larly pedimented nine [ight dormers. Fenestrationis 6/9onthe first story and 6/6
on the second. Thecenter entrance is flanked by sidelights andheaded by a five
light transom A onestory, flat roof, open porch extends along the facade and
continues around both corners tothe facade entrances t oeach wing. |t has a turned
bal ustrade railing andplain support posts.

The two wings are each two bays wi de andfour bays deep. Thesouthern end wing
facade has a northern endentrance and two6/6 w ndows on the first, story headed by
six light casements onthe second. Thenorthern endw ng facade has a southernend
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sentrance, two 6/6 windows, andtwo 6/6 triangularly pedimented dorners overhead.

There i sa 121ight entrance door topped by a fanlight with keystone at the eastern
end of thesouth elevation. Therear (east) elevation of thesouthern wing hasan
encl osed glass porch with shed roof headed by a single window onthesecond story.

The rear elevation of thecenter section has two triangularly pedi mented dormers.

The house contains 4 small staircases i naddition tothemin staircase i nthe central
front entrance hall. There are 22 roons.

The two story barn located totherear of the house was built after 1877.
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The Blackiiiton Houses aresignificant fortheir architecture and as a small area
associated with theBlackinton famly and their early 19t hcentury industrial endeavors.

The present public Blackinton Park (#1) contains thesite of alate 18thcentury gun
shop whi ch becare t heonly shop i nthe village toproduce shuttles for power |oons
in 1827. A grinding stone from theoriginal shuttle shop marks thesite of that
building. Power was derived from thefirst water turbine i nAttleboro on Blackinton
Pond. The original dam usedforwater power still exists.

Attleboto was rmuch involved i nlarge textile manufacturing and was closely connected,
to thenearby Rhode Island textile industry. The property surrounding thesitei s
mai ntained as a |andscaped park with t hepond, original dam bridge and flag pole

all given tothecity i n1937 by thefami |y of Attleboro's first mayor, Harold Sweet.
The pond i sstocked with trout each spring and i sthesite of an annual children's
fishing derby.

Col. Willard Blackinton founded theshuttle shop i n1827. Hi s 1849 house (#2) was
occupi ed by two generations of hisfamly. The Nerney family purchased t he property

In 1882 and has owned i t f or 3 generations. Col. Blackinton built and owned at

| east 3 other houses on t heproperty. Al |l but one have been demolished. Two of his
sons, Charles and John, first occupied t heDouble House (#3) which was willed to

their wives at thetime of theColonel's death i n1877. The house was owned by Bl ackin-
ton descendants until 1936 when i twas sold toEverett | . Perry.

The Bl ackinton fam |y was promnent i ncommunity affairs from thetime Attleboro was
founded. Col . Blackinton played an important role not only i nthetextile industry,
but also i nthepolitical life of thetow. He held nunerous town offices duringhi s
lifetime, was thefirst Postmaster of East Village, and was a nenber of t he Massachu-
setts House of Representatives and a State Senator. He was a director of the ol d
Attleboro bank and t hefirst president of theFirst National Bank until his death. He
was a colonel i na trooper regiment.

Bl ackinton's sons carried on hi sshuttle business, later engaging i ncotton thread
manufacturing and thejewelry business. All were promnent i ncivic affairs.
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Blackinton Hoijses, Attleboro, Massachusetts

Geographical Data: Verbal Boundary Description

Starting at the northeast comer of the Blackinton Double Houses (#3) property;
proceeding in a westerly direction for 176 feet to North Man Street; thence
proceeding in awesterly direction across North Man Street; thence proceeding

in a northerly direction for 46 feet to the northern property line of property

#2; thence proceeding in awesterly direction for 358 feet along the property line
of property #2; thence proceeding in a northerly direction for 145 feet along

the property line of property #2; thence proceeding in awesterly direction for
362.5 feet to the rear property line of property #2; thence proceeding in a south-
erly direction for 197 feet to the river; thence proceeding in a southeasterly
direction aong the river to the southem property line of property #2; thence
proceeding in an easterly direction for 470 feet; thence proceeding in a south-
erly direction for 37.5 feet; thence proceeding in a westerly direction for 90
feet; thence proceeding in a southerly direction for 70 feet to Blackinton Pond,;
thence proceeding in an easterly direction along Blackinton Pond to the southwestem
Ceadge of Nfemoria Bridge (#l-a);thence proceeding in a southeasterly direction
along the bridge; thence proceeding along the southem edge of Blackinton Pond

to the southwestem property line of property #1; thence proceeding in a south-
westerly direction for 104 feet to the Branch Railroad; thence proceeding in an
easterly direction along the Branch Railroad for 580 feet to North Man Street;
thence proceeding in a northwesterly direction along North Man Street for 230
feet to ~emorial Bridge; thence proceeding in a northeasterly direction along
Nfemorial Bridge; thence proceeding in a northwesterly direction along Nfemorial
Bridge; thence proceeding along the Bungay River to the eastem property line of
property #3; thence proceeding in a northerly direction for 173.55 feet to the
starting point.

USSS COORDINATES

A 19/309 900/4646 720

B 19/510 240/4046 620

C 19/510 19)/k>ID 440 , . .
1) L9/5i0 1)-10"odo 450

E 19/500 880/404u 050
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Bl ackinton Houses and Bl acki nton Park conprise approximtely 5h acres of property
on theeast and west side of North Main Street (Route 152) in Attleboro. The property
is bounded by t heBungay River tothesouth and by Wodl awn Cenetery tothe northeast.
The surrounding area i sprimarily open land on theoutskirts of downtown Attleboro.
The nom nation includes a small park and two houses built by Col. W lard Blackinton
during the m d-1800"s.

Bl ackinton Park (#1) i sless than an acre of public land which was dedicatedto

veterans of World Vr | i n1937. | ti ssituated southwest of North Main Street on
Bl ackinton Pond. The area has remained a natural setting filled with trees, | ow
sloping laws and sorme wildlife all i nclose proximty todowntown Attleboro. The |and

southwest of thepond was given by owners of theBlackinton House (#2) i n 1949t o
extend theoriginal 1937 park grounds.

Menorial Bridge (#/-a) i sa |owstone structure which carries North Main Street over
the Bungay River where i tflows into Blackinton Pond. The bridge was dedicatedi n
Novenber, 1937. Menorial Flag Pole (#/-b) stands at thesouthern end of the bridge.
Erected i n1944, i t coomenorates Attl eboro'sWrld War | dead.

The Col. W llard BlackintonHouse (#2), 200 North Main Street, faces east just north
of Menorial Bridge. The Geek Revival house was constructed i n1849 for Col .
Blackinton. I ti ssituated on four acres of well maintained property. The main house
is atw story rectanglewith a lower two story el | extending from therear (west)
elevation. This ell was built toconnect the main house and theoriginal barn. The
barn has been recently modifieti tohouse |ight industry and has a modern two story,
flat roof, concrete addition onitsrear (west) elevation.

The ridge roof of thenain house carries three tall chimeys with pressed brick orna-
mentation. Qn close inspection, one sees that thefront chimey i sentirely for dis-
play, as i ti sconstructed of wood made toimtate thebrick of theother two chi meys.
The clapboarded structure has a triangularly pedimented facade gable and a wi de nol ded
entablature and water table typical of itsstyle. Corner pilasters have carved capitals
and recessed panels running thefull two story height. Fenestrationi s 6/6 headed by
mol ded cornices and framed by louvered shutters.

The three bay wide facade i sdomnated by a one story entrance porch with a pavilion
roof and open fretwork supports and frieze. The four panel entrance door flanked by
sidelights i ssituated at thesouthern end and i sframed by flat pilasters with carved
capitals. The two first story windows arelong 6/9 double hung sash.

The rear el li salso clapboarded. |t i sfour bays deep with a hooded entrance at the
western end of thenorth elevation and a full ell-length flat roofed side porch onthe
south elevation. North elevation second story wi ndows are each crowned by a triangular
pediment rising from theroof eaves. There i sa chimey simlar tothose onthemin

house.
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#1 Bl ackinton Park, Bridge, Flagpole:
City of Attleboro, Raynond L. Maconber, Mayor
City Hall
29 Park Street
Attleboro, Massachusetts 02703

#2- Col . Wllard Bl ackinton House:
Wlliam A and Ruth B, Nerney /
200 North Main Street
Attleboro, Mssachusetts @703

#3—Bl acki nton Doubl e House:
E Harold and Mary N Washburn
203-205-207 North Main Street
Attleboro, Massachusetts @703
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The large redclapboarded barn is an L shaped plan structure with an intersecting
ridge roof and a cupola. The north elevation has a continuous |ine of wi ndows on
both stories. The south elevation has a gable front on theeastern end portion
with an open pedinented entrance porch. The porch i sheaded by three wi ndows on
the second story and a single window i nthegable. A one story section of thebarn
projects out from the western end of t hesouth elevation.

The house i sframed with hand hewn oak, mortised and pegged. |t i s double Iathed

and, i nthe main house, plasteredover. A six inch air space separates the two
plastered portions. The interior retains high ceilings and a large kitchen fireplace
with Dutch oven. Standing at thefacade entrance, one can look i na western direction
through eight doorways tothelarge barn door at theend of therambling structure.

The south elevation ell side porch was enlarged fromtheoriginal. The barn and
carriage shed have been converted t o house a nodern plastics manufacturing conpany,
formerly a jewelry factory known as t he "Knobby Krafters." There i sa small

garage south of the main house.

The Bl ackinton Doubl e House (#3) i slocated at 203-5-7 North Main Street. The house
sits on less than an acre and faces west toward theCol, WIllard Blackinton House
across theroad. The symmetrical building consists of a central 2%story section
with Ih story wings extending fromboth thenorth and south elevations. The w ngs
extend back totheeast with intersecting ridge roofs, giving theentire structure a
U plan. The building was constructed shortly after Col. Blackintonbuilt his own

house i n1849. This double house was built for his sons. |t i ssheathed i n clap-
boards painted white with two chimeys on thecenter section and one on each of the
wi ngs.

The center sectionfacade i sfive bays wide with aw de entablatureand two triangu-
larly pedinmented nine [ight dormers. Fenestrationi s6/9 onthefirst story and 6/6
on thesecond. The center entrance i sflanked by sidelights and headed by a five
light transom A one story, flat roof, open porch extends along the facade and
continues around both corners tothefacade entrances toeach wing. 1|t has a turned
bal ustrade railing and plain support posts.

The two wi ngs ar e each two bays wide and four bays deep. The southern end wing
facade has a northern end entrance and two 6/6 wi ndows on thefirst story headed by
six light casements on thesecond. The northern endwi ng facade has a southern end
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entrance, two6/6w ndows, andtwo 6/6 triangularly pedimented dormers overhead.

There i sa 121ight entrance door topped by a fanlight with keystone at t heeastern
end of t hesouth elevation. Therear (east) elevation of thesouthern wing has an
encl osed glass porch with shed roof headed by a single window onthesecond story.

The rear elevation of thecenter section has twotriangularly pedinmented dorners.

The house contains 4 small staircases i naddition tothemin staircase i n the central
front entrance hall. There ar e 22 roons.

The twostory barn located t ot herear of the house was built after 1877.



SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC ~ —COMMUNITY PLANNING XLANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE ~ —RELIGION
— 1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION —LAW/ —SCIENCE
— 1500-1599 AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —LITERATURE — SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 ARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 ART —ENGINEERING —MUSIC —THEATER
~11800-1899 —COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT ~ —PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION

1900- —COMMUNICATIONS JQINDUSTRY JCPOLITICS/IGOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY)

—INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES 1849 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Willard Blackinton

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Bl ackinton Houses aresignificant fortheir architectureandas a smll area
associated with theBlackinton fam |y andtheir early 19th century industrial endeavors.

The present public Blackinton Park (#1) contains thesite of alate 18thcentury gun
shop whi ch becane t heonly shop i nthe village toproduce shuttles for power |oons
in 1827. Agrinding stone from theoriginal shuttle shop marks thesite of that
building. Power was derived from thefirst water turbine i nAttleboro on Blackinton
Pond. Theoriginal damusedforwater power still exists.

Attleboro was much involved i nlarge textile manufacturing and was closely connected
to thenearby Rhode Island textile industry. Theproperty surrounding thesitei s
mai ntained as a | andscaped park with t hepond, original dam bridge andflag pole
all given tothecity i n1937 by thefam |y of Attleboro's first mayor, Harold Sweet.
The pond i sstocked with trout each spring andi sthesite of anannual children's
fishing derby.

Col. W Ilard Blackinton founded theshuttle shop i n1827. Hi s 1849 house (#2) was
occupied by two generations of his family. The Nerney fam |y purchased the property
in 1882 and has owned i t f or 3 generations. Col. Blackinton built andowned at

| east 3 other houses ontheproperty. All but one have been demolished. Two of his
sons, Charles andJohn, first occupied t heDouble House (#3) which vias willedt o

their wives at thetime of theColonel's death i n1877. The house was owned by Bl acki n-
ton descendants until 1936 when i t was sold toEverett |. Perry.

The Bl ackinton fam |y was prom nent i ncommunity affairs from thetime Attleborowas
founded. Col . Blackinton played animportant role not only i nthetextile industry,
but also i nthepolitical life of thetown. He held nunerous town offices duringhi s
lifetime, was thefirst Postnmaster of East Village, and was a nmenber of t he Massachu-
setts House of Representatives anda State Senator. He was a director of the ol d
Attleboro bank andthefirst president of theFirst National Bank until his death. He
was a colonel i na trooper regiment.

Blackinton's sons carried onhi sshuttle business, later engaging i ncotton thread
manufacturing andthejewelry business. Al l were promnent i ncivic affairs.
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The Bl ackinton Houses are significant not only for their architectureand for
their associations with persons important in Attleboro's past, but also as an
exanpl e of early twentieth century town planning. As noted, the land sur-
rounding the pond and adjacent to the houses was donated to the town by their
first mayor in 1937. The subsequent creationof a park and the erection of

a flagpoleserved to recognize the town's"colonial"past inan idealized setting.
This was typical of other New England towns who were anxious to enhance their

i mages and assert their age with town commons and white.houses with green shut-
ters. This concept was taken to an extreme inthe town of North Andover, where,
in 1880, the Village Inprovement Society created an idealized town common by re-
routing roads, removing "unsuitable " buildings and planting trees. (see nomn-
ation form for the North Andover Center Historic District)

The Bl ackinton Houses and Park form a cohesive residential/industrial unit repre-
senting a locally promnent family and the origins of an important industry de-
veloped by that famly. | tincludes the Col. Wllard Blackinton House (2), the
Doubl e House (3) which he built for his sons Charles and John, a dam and remains
of an early ninteenth century shuttle shop founded and operated by Col. Bl ackinton,
and a park commenorated in the early twentiethcentury to honor Attleboro's "col-
onial" past. Part of the Bungay River and the M|l Pond have been included as the
power source of the shuttle shop. The area behind property #2 has been included
as a small area of open space which was a part of the original estate; the parking
ot which appears in photo #11 forms a negligible part of that area.

BANDARY JUSTI FI CATI ON
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Blackinton Hoiases, Attleboro, Massachusetts

Geographical Data: Verbal Boundary Description

Starting at the northeast comer of the Blackinton Double Houses (#3) property;
proceeding in a westerly direction for 176 feet to North Main Street; thence
proceeding in awesterly direction across North Man Street; thence proceeding

In a northerly direction for 46 feet to the northern property line of property

#2; thence proceeding in awesterly direction for 358 feet along the property line
of property #2; thence proceeding in a northerly direction for 145 feet along

the property line of property #2; thence proceeding in awesterly direction for
3625 feet to the rear property line of property #2; thence proceeding in a south-
erly direction for 197 feet to the river; thence proceeding in a southeasterly
direction along the river to the southem property line of property #2; thence
proceeding in an easterly direction for 470 feet; thence proceeding in a south-
erly direction for 37.5 feet; thence proceeding in a westerly direction for 9
feet; thence proceeding in a southerly direction for 70 feet to Blackinton Pond;
thence proceeding in an easterly direction along Blackinton Pond to the southwestem
(edge of Nfemorid Bridge (#1-a) ;thence proceeding in a southeasterly direction
along the bridge; thence proceeding along the southem edge of Blackinton Pond

to the southwestem property line of property #1; thence proceeding in a south-
westerly direction for 104 feet to the Branch Railroad; thence proceeding in an
easterly direction along the Branch Railroad for 5680 feet to North Man Street;
thence proceeding in a northwesterly direction along North Man Street for 230
feet to Nfemoriad Bridge; thence proceeding in a northeasterly direction along
Nfemorial Bridge; thence proceeding in a northwesterly direction along Memorid
Bridge; thence proceeding along the Bungay River to the eastem property line of
property #3; thence proceeding in a northerly direction for 17355 feet to the
starting point.

USSS COORDINATES

A 19/309 900/4646 720
B 19/310 240/4646 620
C 19/310 180/4646 440
D 19/310 040/4646 450
E 19/309 880/4646 630
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Verbal Boundary Description

Pl ease refer totheattached nap which i staken from t heAttleboro
assessor's series. The boundary i soutlined i nred. |t includes
city lot nunbers 145, 146,147, 149 ( property #2); 3, 4 ( property
#3); 148, 151, 152 (property #1); town owned | ot #148A; Bl ackinton

Pond; and t heportion of t heBungay River which runs parallel to
property #2.
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United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240

IM KCFLV TQ
H34- 880

AR 1119/8

Dear Property Oaner: n

The National Register i sthat list of evidences of t hepast deered
worthy of keeping for thefuture by theSecretary of the lInterior.
According tolnformation submtted totheNational Park Service by
the State, you o*m property that has been nom nated t othe National
Register which i spending review i nour office.

Since you may not have been aware of t hebenefits and provisions of
the Tax Reform Act of 1976 when your property was nom nated, we are
sending informative material at this time which nmay supplenment infor-

mation you have already received from the State. | f youwi sh t o nake
comment s about your property i nlight of theNational Register
"Criteria for Evaluation" (seeenclosed green leaflet), we will be

pl eased t oconsider them GComents should be nmade within 30 days of
the date of this letter and should be addressed toDr. WlliamJ.
Murtagh, Keeper of theNational Register, National Park Service.
Departnment of thelnterior, Washington, DC 20240.

Information concerning standards for rehabilitation (seeinformation
sheet) rmay be obtained from Technical Preservation Services, Office
of Archeol ogy and Historic Preservation, National Park Service,
Departnment of thelnterior, Washington, DC 20240.

Questions concerning theNational Register program or theinplenmen-
tation of thehistoric preservation provisions of theTax Reform
Act should also be addressed t ot he Keeper of theNational Register.

Inquiries mi»t include t he name of theproperty and address t obe
properly handl ed. » .

Sincelely yours.

Wliliam J. Murtagh :
Keeper of theNational Register

Encl osures

Wlliam A and Ruth P. Nerney
200 N Main Street
Attleboro, M\ 02703

Re; Bl ackinton Houses and Park
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June 12, 1978

National Register Office

Office of Archeol ogy and Historic Preservation
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service
US Departnent of the Interior

18th and CStreets, NV

Washington, DC 20240

Attention: Joe Towner
Dear M. Towner:
Encl osed please find the additional/revised geographical material you requested f or
the Bl ackinton Houses, Attleboro, Massachusetts National Register nom nation.| have
conpl eted the sketch map and written a corresponding verbal boundary descri pion.
| have revised the 5%acre area boundaries accordingly on the LB nap and encl osed
themwithin afive point identification system
[t 1 can beof any further assistance, please contact ne.
Sincerely,
mjya
Bl aine Mallory
G ants Coordinator

enc.
[ sbm
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Novenber 28, 1978

M. WIIiamBrabham

National Register Branch

Office of Archeol ogy and Historic Preservation
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service
US Departnent of the Interior

Védshi ngton, DC 20240

Dear M. Brabham

The Massachusetts Historical Conmssion believes that the Blackinton Huses
and Park form a cohesive residential/industrial unit representing a |ocally
promnent famly and the originsof an inportant industry. The contributing
conponents of this nomnation include the Col. WIlard Blackinton House (2),
the Doubl e House (3) which he built for his sons Charles and John, as wel |
as the dam and physical remains of an early ninteenth century shuttleshop
founded and operat ed bY Col. Blackinton. All retain their integrity, and
together, neet National Register criteria ABC and D

Your specific questions concerning the unity of this nomnation are addressed
as fol | ows:

1. W agree that the water supply for powering the mi |l should be included
in the nomnation. The boundary has been adjusted to include the mll| pond.

2 There is only one park (1) included inthe nomnation. Its significance
Is as an early industrial site owed and operated by the Blackinton famly.

It includes visihle evidence of the shuttle shop and the original dam used
for its water power; in addition evidence of associated outbuildings nay be
reveal ed by sub-surface testing.

3 As noted inthe nomnation, the land on which the m [l site is located
was donated to the town as a park in 1937, and a bridge and flagpol ewere
erected. Wiile this use has probably been instrumental inthe preservation
of the site, i tisnot considered to contributeto itssignificance, nor are
the bridge and flagpol e considered integral conponents.



M. Brabham (2)

4. There are noother structures or sites inthe inmediate area which con-
tribute to the significance of this nomnation as a residential/industrial
complex which was maintained by one famly and retains the integrity of that
social unit.

|t the Registration branch has questions onother Massachusetts nom nations
currently under review the Massachusetts Historical Commssion requests the

courtesy of aphone call to discuss any problens before the nomnationis
returned.

Sincerely,
Candace Jenkdjis/

National Register Coordinator
Massachusetts Historical Gommssion
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TELEPHONE REPORT

OFFICE OF ARCHEOLOGY AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION

PROJECT: "AcMUfCk)IMA/IIND -t

To/.N:  CMYY™ JWiU) DATE:  \/[(M-"M
ADDRESS: PHONE:
STAFF MEMBER: AAAAAA[K, DIVISION:  ]j,/?..

REPORT:



HAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY

StCREIABY OF STATE

ary 26, 1979 | A f REEMED
Charles Herrington

onal Register Branch Eé;'lgfé\é
ce of Archeology and Historic Preservation

irtnent of the Interior

lington, DC 20240

\\ Bruce MtDougal

r M. Herrington:

| osed i s arevised a.dverbal bo»dary descriptionfor t he” Ol A~

r copy of the property owners |ist.
evised nap i s also enclosed for the Blackinton Houses i nAttleboroaswell as a

Lti nughj,en sheefuds 8R! hPEHER et e know.

you

icerely,

ndace Jenki ns-—J
tional Register Coordinator
ssachusetts Historical Gomm ssion

Its
cl osures
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ENTR ES | NTHE NATI ONAL REQ STER

STATE | L\ SSAQ i USETTS

Date Entered AR M|go

Name L ocation

Acadeny Historic District W br aham
Hanpden County

Bl acki nt on Houses and Park Attleboro
Bristol County

Al'so Notified
Honorabl e Paul G Tsongas
Honorabl e Edward H Kennedy State Historic Preservation Officer
Honorable Edward P. Bol and Ms. Patricia L. Ueslouski
Honorabl e Margaret M Heckler Executive Director

Massachusetts Historical Coniniasion
294 Washington Street
. Bost on, Massachusetts 02108
Byers/bjr 4/ 27/ 79

For further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401.
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