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DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED JCUNALTERED JCORIGINAL SITE
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENTAND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Tre International Trust ( faces north on MIk Street near the heart of the Dbwtom
Financial District. |t is pounded onthe east Devonshire Street, onthe west by Ach
Street, andisclose to Véshington Street, the 0d South Meting Huse, and Fost "(ffice

uare. The inmediate area i s characterized by amx of four ad five story post-fire
(1872) conmercial buildings, eight tofifteen’story turn-of-the-century el évator office
bui | dings, and nedern high-rise office towers.

Tre International Trust Corpeny Building is anine-story office building, constructed in
two stages in 188 ad 1906, five bays wde ad deep, neasuring approximately 100 feet
on each'side ad 15 feet fromsidewalk to cornice [ine. |tisconstructed of

| oad-bearing nasonry PI ers and walls set into areinforced concrete foundation, wth
floors supported onisteel I-beans. This proto-skelton frane i s faced wi th buff-

colored Indiana |inestone and hes plinthsof polished Qincy granite ad a flat,

conposi tion roof .

Desi gned by the promnent Boston architect, WIliamG Preston, the original portion,
conpl eted 1n 1893, wvas eight storieshigh andtw swde on Mk Street, extending‘
the full five bays back along Devonshire. Built by the noted Boston firmof Goch
Pray, this earliér buildingused portions of the foundation ax internal structure of
its predecessor, the five-story "lron Building'.

Preston enIargzed the 1893 buildingsubstantially in 1906, by extending it along MIk

to Ach Street (adding acentral bay ad tw bays whi ch”duplicated the tw originals)
and adding astory to the to& Inthe process, he converted the originally offset

arched enfrance onthe Mk Sreet facade to awndow andreplaced the earlier heavy,
bracketed stone cornice with alighter copper one (which is mownssing). Hs addition
nat ched the original  scrupulously, interns of material, style, axd ornangnt, so. that
there are nowno noticeabl e, seas separating ol d fromnewconstruction. The addition

fll d, holv\ever, alter the building s overal | proportions, naking it appear bl ockier and
ess col unmar .

Qrtenporary references to the building' s style describe it a ™"a conination of

Renal ssance’ and Fonanesque, or, nare sinply, "Rran Renai ssance”, although to the nodern
eye the 'Renaissance' or Beaux-Arts el enents clearly predomnate. The five arcaded
two-story wndow bays on the bottomfloors of each of the three dressed facades formthe
bui I ding' s base. e are separated by nodified Corinthian Pllasters and punctuated at
the top w th barogue cartouches, andthe section i s topped with aprojecting, nolded string
course. Because of a sloping grade tovards Devonshire Street, the basenent floor a ong
the facade i s at street |evel. ~ Lowentranceways decorated with ornate cast-iron grill-
vork at the MIk/Devonshire corner |ead directly to this basenent floor, were the safe
deposit vaults were originally |ocated.

T8 f&tindir central entrance onMIlk Street is topped by a heavy segnental |y arched

Bar ocue pedi nent supported on paired consol es, flanked by | arge, arched wndows with

vol uted keystones and relief-carved griffins inthe spandrels.” The oxeye wndovs in the

center of the Arch axd Devonshire Street facades are surrounded by foliate carving, and

franed by large allegorical figures carved by the noted Mw York Scul ptor Mx Bachnan

l(ew/\llo\s(erlsnst notabl e work vas the series of allegorical figures onthe Pulitzer Buildingin
ork).
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE _ R _ _ )
The International Trust (ermﬁ/,lsm gnificant architecturally inthree areas;, as a najor
vark of a |oromnent Boston architect, anearly exanpl e of Beaux-Arts of fice construction,
ad anearly exanpl e of proto-skeleton frane Construction.

The building's architect, WIliam Gbbons Preston (1844-1910) studied for ashort tine at
the Ecole des Beauz-Arts in Paris before beginning practice in Boston in 1862 A first
In associationwth his wel|l-known father, Jonathan, ad [ater an his om PReston
naj or Boston buildings inthe French Academnc, Fonanesgue, Qeen Are ad Renal ssance
Revival nanners, including the Mseumof Natural Hstory (nowBonwt TeIIeMNhe ol dest
rtion of the Hid \E’C%‘E, the First Qrps of Cadets Anary, andthe Qi
ks. He al so designed nunerous Back Bay residences, denonstrating his facile conad
of the eclectic architectural vocabulary of the late 1%h Gentury.

1b1;e | nternational Trust (méayBuiIding, designed in the latter par
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t of hi
hisearliest Beaux-Arts design adiScertainly ango wark of a promnent Ebstonrw

architect. Preston vas al so kr'om outside of MisSachusetts and desi gned such vl | -known
bui I dings as the Savannah (otton Exchange.

5 anearly exaple of Beaux-Ats facade treatnent an a conmgrcia structure, the
International Trust Corpeny Building anticipates the popular&)?/ of that style, especially
for |arge-scale or public buildings, foIIown%; the Vir[d s G untoi an_Exposition in Ghicago
in 188~ Thoughit retains sone €l enents of the previously popul ar Rnaresge Syle, the
bui | ding posseSses a nonunentality, afornal ity of facade organization, and an ornateness of
detail Wich derive fromthe Beaux-Ats tradition adwichnark it as an_unusajlhl_fl ne
%axa”npieof the 'nercantile classicism which was soon to predomnate in office architec-
ure.

Tre rewnathod of building construction based on the steel skeleton frane, devel ]%3
the so-called 'Qicago Shool' of architects inthe 1830 s ad in wde use there :
hed an enarnaus i npact on the scal e and design of /\nerican commercia architecture.
Nevert hel ess,  these advances were slowto caich onin traditional|y-mnded Boston, ,
the construction of the International Trust Conpery Building, contining the use of tradi-
tional |oad-bearing nasory walls wth 'nadern(ahd still Sonewnet daring) reinforced
concrete and steel” framng, stands as anearly Biston exanpl e of the use Of these rew
nethods ad naterial s.

(o)

The building s historical significance derives fromits originas the hoe office of a
naj or nggandtrust conpay. As such, it reflects the ggonh ki n finance
in late 19%h Gntury Boston, ad the groh of the dowtom business district, wth
consequent changes 1n land use.

Q
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7. Description continued
Tre five-story main section of the building isdivided into three horizontal segnents.

iV
Abottomstory of arcaded, round-arched wndows with deep reveal s and nol ded extrados
is clearly derived fromthe work of HH Rchardson. The mddl e three-story segnent
is conposed of three bays of nultiple wndows separated by foliate relief-carved span
drel's, and franed within carved, nolded surrounds. Atop story of rectangul ar w ndows sepa-
rated by paired colonettes has w der, panel | ed divisions which continuethe |ines of the
bay separations below Theentire section i s capped with arinceau-carved frieze, and

is franed inonthe Arch and Devonshire facades by small, rectangul ar wndows set into
wde stone piers at the ends of each floor.

Tre bottomstory of the two-story section repeats the arcaded floor of round-arched

w ndows bel ow, except that the internediate pilasters are fluted and, again, w der
separations continue the wndow bay divisions below The added top story i s conposed
of small, rectangul ar wndows divided by paired consoles which mrror those in the
entrance pedinent. The w ndow bay divisions are narked on this floor high relief
cartouches which, |ike nuch of the carved decoration, derive fromthe Beaux-Ats
tradition. Tne,hght color, snooth finish, andtight nortar joints of the stone facing
are al so evocative of Beaux-Arts nonunentality cl assi ci sm

N al terations have occurred since the major addition in 1906 except for a snall roof
top structure to house nechanical equipnent and a snal|l canopy at the nainentrance.

8. Significance continued

The International Trust was founded in 1879, inthe wake of Boston's rapid
recovery fromthe Panic of 1873 Oiginally housed ina five-story building built shortly
after the 1872 Fire, the firms steady gronth inthe boomyears of the s andearly
1890's caused it to undertake the construction of a newhone office onthe saesite, in
1893. By this tine, the firmwas the four or five largest i n Nw England, boasting
conbi ned” assets of about 7 mllion dollars.

10. Geographical Data continued

59 Devonshire St., thence turning and running westerlyalong the party wall to the corner
of the srtucture where it abuts 20 Arch St., thence turning and running northerly to the
begi nni ng poi nt.
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"m.targ DX "lak RECEIVED

IICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY
SECRrIiABY OF STATE

hDT1 FI CATI ON G- FRO-CHED NATI ONAL REG STER NOMINATI ON
H STAR CAL GBS ON

mrE: March 12, 1978

TQ Bost on LancSnarks Comm ssi on
ADDRESS: City Hall

FROV! MSSAHEETTSH STARCAL COMSS N
SBIECT: NATIONWAL RE3 STER OF H STAR CALAES
THS I STONON FY YQJ THAT THE FQLONVNG FROFERTY:
NAME International Trust Gonpany Building
ADTRESS 45 M |k street, Boston

OMR @M inc.

I's bei n? consi dered by the Massachusetts Historical Commssion for nomnation
to the rJational Register of Historic Places.

The National Register affords recognition andprotection for districts, sites,

bui | dings, structures and objects significant 1 nArerican Histoiy, architecture,
archeol ogy and culture. Listing inthe National Register places no restrictions-
on the owner's actions unless Federal fundi nfq or licensing i s involved. However,
certain Federal tax consequences nay resiolt fromlisting I nthe National Register.
*Please refer to section 2124 of the Tax RefoimAct of 1976 f or an expl anation

of thesQ provisions.

Pl ease conment bel ow, sign, andretum this format your earliest convenience

to Gandace Jenkins, National Register Coordinator, Massachusetts Historical

Conmi ssion at the above address. To facilitate action on this nom nation,

we woul d appreciate your response within thirty days. |f youhave any questions,
pl ease contact M. Jenkins at the Commission office.

Approve nom nation D sapprove nom nation

Gonment s:

Sgnature  YSA yuChy*gf®  Date )7\"JK

Nae and Title
212177



COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
111111~~~ ]| Office of the Secretary of State

MASSACHUSETTS 294 Washington Street

Boston, Massachusetts
HISTORICAL 508 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY
COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State

FROROSED NATIONIAL REGISTER NQVIINATION
NOTIFICATION TO OMER

DATE: March 12, 1979

TO: CoM, Inc.

ADTHRESS 82 Devonshire Street, Boston

ROV MSSAGHEETTS H STAR CAL AWM T SIS ON
S BIECT: NATI ONAL REQ STER F H STAR CRLAES
TH S | STO NOM FY YQJ THAT THE RQLOAVNG AROERTY:
NAME I nternational Trust Gonpany Buil ding
ADTHESS 45 ijgy” street, Boston

NOMI NATED BY: Bost on Landnar ks Gonm ssi on

is being considered by the Massachusetts Historical Qnonrtission for nom nation
to the National Register of Historic Places.

The National Register affords recognition andprotection for districts, sites,

bui I dings, structures and objects significant i nAnmerican History, architecture,
archeology and culture. Listing inthe National Register places no restrictions
on the owner's actions unless Federal funding or licensing i sinvolved. However,
certain Federal Tax consequences may result fromlisting inthe National Register.
Pl ease refer t osection 2124 of the Tax RefoimAct of 1976 for anexpl anation

of these provisions. . .

Pl ease acknow edge receipt of this notification by signingbelowand retum ng
this formt o Candace Jenkins, National Register Coordinator, Massachusetts
Historical Commssion at t he address above. The State Review Board will not
consider this nomnation until we receive your comments or thirty days have
passed fromthe date of notification.

Witten cooments on the significance of this property are encouraged and
nay be attached tothis form

Signature _ . I/VE~Oor~ Dae HmA<vaA"""

212177



CDMINC

FIDELITY GROUP

RECEIVED 8 Devonshire Street / Boston, MA 02109 / 617-726-0370
N 190

WASS. Hi:, T. COMM.
March 16, 19 79

Ms. Candace Jenkins

National Register Coordinator
Massachusetts Historical Conunission
294 Washington Street

Bost on, 02108

Dear Ms. Jenkins:

As younmay know our firm recently acquired 45 Milk Street

from the Sawyer Interests with the intention of rehabilitation
of thestructure into a first class office building. The
enclosed brochure describes sone of our other rehabilitation
wor k i n Boston.

V¢ ar every interested i nhaving this listed onthe Register
and | would be pleased t omeet with yout odiscuss any i n-
the

formation we could provide beyond studies by the Landmark
Commi ssi on.

Very trul urs,

GDPr ecs

Encl osure



______ COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
li1i1imf | Office of the Secretary of State
MASSACHUSETTS 294 washington Street
HISTORICAL Boston, Massachusetts

02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY
COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State
July 19, 1979
M. Fonal d Geenburg, Acting Chief RECEIVED
Re(ru stration Branch
Office of Archeology andHistoric Preservation JUL 30 197"

Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service
440 GStreet NW
VWashington, DC 20243

Dear M. Geenburg:
Encl osed youwill find thefollow ng nomnation forns:

Bost on ""Mnternational Trust Gonpany Buil ding
Lancaster ' Ponakin Bridge

Lancaster "/ Atherton Bridge

Lynn ~igh. Rock, Hgh Rock Cottage, Daisy Cottage
New Bedf ord wW\ewBedford Historic District

Al'l have been voted eligible by theState ReviewBoard and have
been signed by the State Historic PreservationOfficer.

Sincerely,

Christine Boul di ng
Survey Director
Massachusetts Historical Gomm ssion

Bts
end.






