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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Fulton Birthplace is a two-and-a half story stone farmhouse with a 
shingled gable roof and the approximate dimensions of 24' x 38'. Built 
before 1756, the house was destroyed by fire in 1822 and rebuilt from the 
rubble. The house continued to be used as a private residence for the 
next 147 years, during which time extensive frame additions were made. 
In 1969, the commonwealth of Pennsylvania acquired the property and 
removed the post-1822 additions in a general restoration to a 1765 appear­ 
ance, although mordern lighting and heating was retained. All stucco and 
whitewash was removed, leaving the stone in its natural color. The front 
porch was replaced with a gable hood over the front door. A box cornice 
at the eaves runs the length of the four sides of the house. The windows 
are arranged thusly: ten of the eleven windows are double-hung sashes, 
with twelve lights over twelve on the first two floors and six lights 
over six on the top floor. The front of the house has two windows on 
each floor, the side walls have two on the first floor, and one on the 
second floor, and the rear wall has one window in the stairwell, and four- 
light window on the top floor. A one story addition, 15' x 18', with a 
gable roof extends from the rear wall. This addition has a stone chimney, 
while the main house has a brick one. Both chimneys are interior gable- 
end. The rear wing is built of wood except for the fireplace and chimney.

The interior of the house consists of, on the first floor, a parlor and 
kitchen, separated by a board partition, and a bedroom in the rear wing. 
The winding stairs are located in the northwest corner. On the second 
floor there are two bedrooms, and in the attic there is one central bed­ 
room.

Directly behind the house is a picket fence-enclosed garden, and to the 
north of this is a one story frame restroom-service structure, dating from 
the 1969 restoration.

Boundaries .

The Fulton house was originally contained in an approximately 400 acre 
farm. : The 
boundary of the Fulton House is as follows: Beginning at the intersection 
of Route 222 and the abandoned TownsMproad, proceed 205* along 
the southerly curb in a northwestern direction to a point, thence south 
250 1 "to a point, thence approximately 135* easterly to 

Route 222, thence approximately 135* northerly to the point of 
origin.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Robert Fulton (1765-1815), artist, civil engineer, and inventor, was born 
on his father's farm in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania and moved within 
the year with his family to Lancaster, Pennsylvania. Perhaps best remem­ 
bered for designing the Clermont, the first commercially successful 
American steamboat, Fulton was a many-sided genius who achieved success 
as an artist while still a young man, and then turned his energies toward 
the development of canal systems and engineering, and problems in trans­ 
portation. In addition to the Clermont, Fulton patented other major 
inventions including a dredging machine and a double-inclined plane for 
canal systems, as well as torpedoes and diving boats.

The Fulton Birthplace is a reconstructed two-and-a half story stone house 
located seven and a half miles south of Quarryville. It is owned and 
maintained by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

Biography

Robert Fulton was born on November 14, 1765, in a small, stone farmhouse, 
now quite changed, in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania. Within a year, 
Fulton's family moved away from that house, settling in Lancaster, where 
Robert soon exhibited his interest in drawing and mechanical matters. 
By 1782, the tall, slender, dark-eyed, even tempered and industrious 
Fulton lived in Philadelphia, where he eked out a career as a painter for 
four years. Desirous of improving his technique, Fulton sailed for 
Europe in 1786 to study, probably little realizing that he would not 
return for twenty years. Although he did study painting in England, his 
mechanical interests and inventive talents had weaned him away from art 
by the end of 1793. A visit to Devonshire and its canal system, plus 
meeting two scientifically inclined peers, proved to be a turning point 
in his career, he becoming intensely intriqued by the still numerous 
unsolved problems apropos of canals. Fulton, for example, subsequently 
originated a system of inclined planes for transporting canal barges over 
hills.
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8. Statement of Significance: (1) Robert Fulton Birthplace

It was not too long before Fulton also became interested in the development 
of power-driven ships. His first practical success in that field lay in his 
submarine, the Nautilus, which he developed while in France during the 
European wars of the late eighteenth century. Encouraged by the French 
government, Fulton launched the Nautilus on July 24, 1800. This twenty-foot 
long, five-foot wide, and manually powered submersible, built at Fulton's 
own expense, dove for eight minutes, and then again for seventeen minutes at 
Rouen; later, Fulton remained beneath the surface for an hour and two 
minutes at LeHavre. Fully convinced that he had proved the possibility of 
sub-surface navigation, Fulton was shocked when France abandoned its interest 
in the further development of the submarine in 1801.

But late in 1801, Chancellor Robert R. Livingston, who, like Fulton, had 
already contemplated the value of a steam driven boat, arrived in Paris. 
The two men met, and Livingston promised to back the inventor's construction 
of a steamboat. Delighted at this turn in his fortune, Fulton set to work, 
and by August, 1803, he had built a steamboat and had sailed it on the Seine. 
When he returned to America in 1806, Fulton, backed by Livingston, began 
the construction of the Clermont. In August, 1807, the Clermont, measuring 
150 feet long and thirteen feet wide, confounded the doubters of "Fulton's 
Folly" as it made its first trip on the East River. The middle of the same 
month saw the Clermont steaming up the Hudson River to Albany, thus opening 
a new era in water transportation. When the vessel reached Albany, her chief 
engineer celebrated the voyage so enthusiastically that he brought about his 
own discharge because of drunkenness. The instantaneous commercial success 
of the Clermont suitably rewarded Livingston and Fulton. The inventor, 
who married Harriet Livingston in 1808, in the following years built 
seventeen additional steamboats, but his work was cut short on February 24, 
1815, when death overcame him.

Fulton clearly realized the commercial value of the steamboat and he did 
much to exploit its development. At the same time, he was very pleased that 
the steamboat would stimulate the growth of America, saying that he gained 
the greatest pleasure "in reflecting on the immense advantage that my 
country will derive from this invention."1.

•'•Quoted in Alice Crary Sutcliffe, Robert Fulton and the "Glermont" (New York, 
1909), 234-35.
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