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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Marine Reservation Historic District is located in the northwesterly section

of the Puget Sound Naval Shipyard west of the Hospital Reservation Historic District.
The facility was established in this location in 1911, At its period of maximum
historical development, prior to World War II, the district contained the four
properties included in this nomination and a barracks building which has been
demolished. This latter building was a three and one half story brick structure
with architectural influences similar to the remaining officers quarters. A1l the
original Marine Reservation buildings faced the Marine parade ground, an open space
located to the south and west. It has been retained as an undeveloped parcel,

and is now used as a playfield.

The district consists of four quarters buildings of brick construction with Colonial
Revival influences. These two story buildings utilize Geargian Colonial details,

a style found along the eastern seaboard between the 1820's and 1840's. Quarters
M-1, M-2 and M-3 were designed by Washington, D.C. architect J.H. DeDibour, in 1910.
The buildings in the district are sited on a man-made ledge or bench cut into the
shallow hillside. Each building has front, side and rear yards of lawn, native
plantings and garden areas. Apart from the garages, which were built in the 1930's,
there is no construction within this district dating from 1914.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Farine Raservaticn Historic District is significant because it cortains all but cne
of the buildings representative of this function within the Fuget Sound Naval Shipyard
Shore Facility. Constructed between 1911 and 1914, the buildings in *his district
symbolize the role which the Marine Corps played as a security and training arm of the
United States Navy, a function which began at the shipyard in 1896 and continued until
1977, when the function was moved to Subase Bangor.

One year after the Puget Sound Naval Shipyard was established its founding commandant,
Lieutenant Ambrose B. Wyckoff, requested a Marine detachment to provide yard security.
It was not until 1896, however, that First Sergeant George Carter, along with twenty
Marines, were sent to Bremerton. The Marine Reservation was established on what is
now the corner of the yard bounded by Chester Avenue and the alley south of Burwell
Street. By 1899, an officers quarters and barracks building had been constructed.
As early as 1901, the Marine Corps commandant was recommending the removal of the
reservation to a more desirable location. He argued that
by reason of the addition of numerous buildings required for yard purposes, and in
connection with the docking of largs ships, the merine barracks is beccming more and
more shut in, and that the location of the narracks has become undesirable, both
for the comfort of the men and the difficulty of preserving proper discipline on
account of the nroximity of the barracks to saloons, etc., immediately outside
the station. (Annual Report, 1901. p.1219)
The move was not authorized at this time. Instead, funds were allocated to add additional
stories onto the barracks building.

Two events caused the Marine Reservation to be moved to its present location. The first
was Executive Order 969 siqgned by President Theodore Roosevelt in 1908. This Order
redefined the role which the Marine Corps was to play within the United States defense
structure by expanding its duties beyond shore facility and shipboard security to
defense activities outside the continental United States. The second was an expansion
of the industrial area of the Puget Sound Naval Shipyard. The relocation of the Marine
Reservation corresponded in time to the construction of Drydock No. 2 (1909-1913).
This change in location was noted in the 1912 Annual Report (p.588).
In the act anproved March 3, 1909, provision was made for a new barracks building
and a contract entered into for its erection on May 29, 1911, at the contract
price of $135,428. This building was turned over to the Marine Corps by the
contractor and accepted May 30, 1912, four wonths prior to the date specified in
the contract. A large amount of grading and clearing has been found necessary
owing to the fact that the plat of ground where the barracks is located was
practically a wilderness. This work is being done as rapidly as the appropriations
will permit. The old barracks building at this station is being turned over to
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
The Marine Reservation Historic District is Tocated to the west of the Hospital
Reservation Historic District and is bounded by Dewey Street and Doven Street. The
properties are located within the following Puget Sound Naval Shipyard grid
references: K 35, J 35 and I 35.
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the Navy for use as a disciplinary barracks, and equipment for about 120 men was
left therein at the time of transfer.

In addition to the barracks, three officers quarters were constructed. In 1914, a
four-plex building for Marine bachelor officers was built east of the barracks. When
the industrial yard was expanded through regrading in 1919 the original Marine barracks
was demolished and the first officers quarters constructed in 1899 (Facility No. 615,
Quarters S), was moved and is now part of the Officers' Row Historic District.

Four of the five Marine Reservation buildings remain within the Puget Sound Naval
Shipyard (the barracks have been demolished). These properties symbolize the security
and training functions which are considered a part of a naval shore facility.
Activities related to the tradiitonal role of the Marine Corps continued at the Puget
Sound Naval Shipyard from 1896 until 1977, when the Marine Reservation was relocated to
Subase Bangor. '




























