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CONDITION
Excellent Good D

(Check One) 

I | Deteriorated I1 Ruins [I Unexposed

(Check One) 

D Moved 3Q Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL df known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Transitional Federal Period
STYLE:

PLAN:

MATERIALS AND METHODS 
OF CONSTRUCTION:

EXTERIOR APPEARANCE:

SCALE AND PROPORTION:

INTERIOR APPEARANCE:

IRONWORK: 

PRESENT:

BUILT:

Greek Revival with typical Gulf Coast cast iron 
added.

Composed of two rectangles united at their corners 
and accessible to one another by exterior only. 
Larger rectangle: main living area; smaller 
rectangle: kitchen, storage and servants quarters. 
Main living area typica,l-^9^h]o7^e, plan with hall 
and stairs to one side" an^^yirtiialdy^square rooms 
two-deep to the other.

Brick bearing walls ; 
framing. Plaster 
Wooden porches conneNkng 
rear. Face brick 
facade only. Common 
through rest of structure.

Brick structure, simple and austere with thin 
corbeled cornice, high pitched roof, end walls 
extending above roof line. Windows spanned by 
brick arches, covered with plaster on main facade. 
Small stucco basement at main building. High 
pitched roof, double chimneys both ends of main 
building.

Dignified in overall composition but residential 
in scale by •yitrtue of window placements and thin 
cornice, and delicate wood detailing especially 
in the front door.

Greek Revival wood detailing at doors, windows 
and mouldings. .typical of LaFever carpentry. 
Complex plaster rosettes for ceiling light fixtures 
Highly refined turned balusters at main stair. 
Iron and marble fireplace and mantle.

Cast iron porch railings, steps and gallery.

Shutters added later. Partition between two 
front rooms removed to form one large room, length 
of east side of building. Large room used today 
as a Sunday School classes, and other church 
activities.

In 1858 by Peter Horta
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Admiral Raphael Semmes, the most famous Confederate Naval hero e€ 
lived in this home from 1871 until his death in 1879.

Admiral Semmes commanded the Confederate raiders Sumter and Alabama. 
The CSS Alabama captured more than 60 Union ships between 1862 and 1864, 
and destroyed property with a total estimated value of $6,500,000. This 
figure was more than 40 percent of $15,500,000 damage inflicted on Union 
vessels by the Alabama and all other Confederate ships. Semmes commanded 
the Alabama from its commissioning to its sinking by the USS Kearsarge 
off the coast of France in June, 1864. Rescued by British seamen, Semmes 
was taken to London and smuggled back to the South where he became possibly 
the only man in modern military history to hold the rank of an admiral as 
well as that of a brigadier general. He commanded coastal land forced 
during the dying months of the Confederacy.

Born on September 27, 1809 in Charles County, Maryland, Semmes went 
to sea at the age of 15. President John Quincy Adams appointed him a 
Midshipman Apprentice in 1826. He was graduated the first in his class 
as a Passed Midshipman in 1832. Between 1832 and 1860, Semmes was a 
member of the U. S. Navy and participated in the Mexican War. He studied 
law, passed the bar and practiced law in Alabama from 1842 until 1860 
when not busy with Naval duties. Semmes moved his family from Baldwin 
County to the City of Mobile in 1849.

Admiral Semmes was tried but found innocent of crimes against the 
Union after the Civil War. He returned to the South and taught briefly 
at Louisiana State University. Admiral Semmes spent the last 10 years 
of his life practicing law in Mobile in the state for which his famous 
ship was named.

Admiral Raphael Semmes was e 
Fame in 1953.
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