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higoric name Medfield Insane Asylum

other names/site number. Medfield State Hospital (preferred)

2. Location

sreet & number 5 Hospital Road _M\™ not for publication
city or town Medfield Ji/ S vicinity

Sete Massachusetts code MA county Norfolk Code021 Zip code. 02052

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this (XI norhination

D request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties In the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth In 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
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G nationally IXI statewide ~ locally. (G See continuation sheet for additional comments.)
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In my opinion, the property G meets G does not meet the National Register criteria. (G See continuation sheet for additional
comments.)

Signature of certifying offlcial/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Parle Service Certification
| herebyrtlfy that the property is: Signature of the Keeper TTpred m the pate of Action
0 entered In the National Register. \/\ Mlona| Eeﬁ\ﬁl L PN
G See continuation sheet. y

G determined eligible for the
National Register
G See continuation sheet.
D determined not eligible for the
National Register.
G removed from the National
Register.

G other, (explain:)



Medfield State Hospital
Nare o Rropaty

5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
G private G building(s)
G public-local Kl district
Q public-State G site

G public-Federal Q Structure

G object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" If property Is not part of a multiple property listing.)

Mass. State Hospitals & State Schools

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)
DOMESTIC: institutional housing

RELI A O\ chapel
RINERARY: cenetery

AR AQLTUE storage, field, animal facility

outbuilding
HEALTH CARE nental hospital

Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)
Mid 19th- Greek Revival

Late Victorian - Queen Anne
Late 19t h Colonial Revival, Beaux-Arts

Late 19th American - Craftsman

Narrative Description

- Norfolk County, MA
Couty ad Sete

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources inthe count.)

Ckantributing Noncontributing
53 5 buildings
1 sites
13 structures
objects
8 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed

in the National Register

0

Current Functions

(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: institutional housing
RELI A O\ chapel

RUNERARY: cenetery

AR ALTURE storage, field, animal facility

outbuilding
HEALTH CARE nmental hospital

Materials
(Enter categories from Instructions)
foundation stone, concrete

brick; wood - shingle, clap
walls.

roof. asphalt; stone-slate

other.

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria Areas of Significance

(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property

for National Register listing.) (Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITECTURE

IS A Property is associated with events that have made HEALTH MED A N
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of Sd AL H STCRY
our history.

G B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

E C Property emtx)dies the distinctive characteristics
of atype, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and

distinguishable entity whose components lack Period of Significance
individual distinction. - 1892-1940

Q D Property hasyielded, or is likely to yield, r
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations Significant Dates

(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) oo

1892 - authorization of hospital

Property is: T T A

IS A owned by a religious institution or used for  ~
religious purposes.
Significant Person
G B removed from its original location. . (Complete if Criterion B is marked atjove)
N/A
e C a birthplace or grave. "AN,

Cultural Affiliation
E D a cemetery.

N/A
G E areconstructed building, object, or structure.
+ F a commemorative property.
+ G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance Architect/Builder
within the past 50 years. Wliliam Pitt Wentworth; Park &Kendal |

Shepl ey, Ruftan, & Cooli dge

Narrative Statement of Significance '
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibilography
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)
Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data:
* preliminary determination of individual listing (36 E State Historic Preservation Office Ly
CFR 67) has been requested G Other State agency
G previously listed in the National Register G Federal agency
G previously determined eligible by the National * Local government
Register Q University
+ designated a National Historic Landmark G Other
« recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey Name of repository:
# Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion

* recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property 426 Acres

UTM References

(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

1 L9 3016740 677120 31119 130719 9ol 14i6/7141712101
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

2L11U |3]|Q|8| O] O] O 14,67 7110 41119 1310615 3io0i !4i617i417i6i0l

519 306020 4675560 + See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By
Candace Jenkins, Preservation Consultant with Betsy Friedberg, National Register

naretilte nirertor, MHC

organization. Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion date. September 1993
Street & number. 80 Boylston Street telephone. (617) 727-8470
city or town Boston state MA zZip code. 02116
Additional Documentation
Submit the following Items with the completed form:
Continuation Sheets
Maps * .

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. # v

" .
- .St H, .

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or humerous resources.

Photographs I
Representative black and white photographs of the property, " *--. -"*.' ) % ey

Additional items '

(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name
street & number. telephone

city or town state. zip code.
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Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response Including time for reviewing
Instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect
of this fomi to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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DESCRIPTION
Location/ Surrounding-s : The 426 acre Medfielci State spital canpusi s
|ocated on t hesiainmt of Castle Hill, twomiles nor est of Medfield
center. Most of the campus lies in Medfield wi agricultural
land at it snorth endin neighboring Dover. T gi Mal site
purchased i n1892 was 426 acres. State Route (Canal Street) and

the parallel Conrail tracks form the southwestern edge of t hecanpus.
Hospital Road provides access anddivides the primary agricultural
area (S) from that developed with patient care facilities (N).
Stonegate Road i s the primary entrance t othe patient care facilities.
The land surrounding thecanpus i sgenerallyrural and undevel oped,

and appears t ohave changed little since theturn of t hecentury. The
only exception i sa residential subdivisionabutting itseastern
border. Medfield s Charles River Reservation and State Foresti s

located immediately t othe north andwest, enbraced by the curve of
the Charles River.

Site Plan and Landscape: The campus i scentered on Castle Hill, which
typically is developed with the primary patient care facilities. As
was stated i nthe First Annual Report of 1896, "the prospect fromal |
the buildings is beautiful andextensive." Agricultural fields and
mat ur e woodl ands surround the buildings, while wetlands occupyt he

| ower elevations adjacent t othe Charles River. Unpaved former
carriage roads and footpaths provide access t othese undevel oped
areas. The hospital cemetery and sewage treatment facility are
located along Route 27 at the extreme southwest corner of the campus.

Medfield was t hefirst of thestate hospital canpuses t obe devel oped
on the cottage plan that dom nated hospital and school construction
from the late nineteenth century. Wthin the state system i twas
preceded only by two schools that were founded i nthe 1840s and

created new canpuses i nthe 1880s: the Lyman School i n Westborough
(1884) and the Fernald School in Waltham (1887). Medfield' s plani s
unique andexceptional, with small- t omedium scale detached brick

buildings devoted t opatient care facing onto a rectangular central
green (#83) containinga chapel, canteen, dining room and kitchen.
The buildings areconnected by a paved road with sidewal ks that
encircles the green andi s shaded by mapl es and oaks. The impression
produced by the original Medfield campus plan is nore that of a
college than a state hospital. | ti sclearly influencedby the
traditional New England town comon.

Unspecified improvements nmade t othe grounds i n1900-1910 were "
probably related t othe building campaign of that period, which added
two new wards (#19, 20) andtwo staff dormitories (#23, 24). These
buildings, along with several support and maintenance structures, are

(continued)
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connected by a perimeter road that winds behind the central building
group. Several single-familyenployee cottages (#25-30, 46) are sited
sout heast of the main group. The lawn area (#84) where these
buildings are located is an important element of the "ideal I|andscape"
enhanced by some of the nost mature plantings on the canmpus. These
include mapl es, oaks, chestnuts, elms, cedars, pines, and extensive
lilac hedges. As the northeast border of the primary access along
Stonegate Road, this lawn area also plays an important role in
introducing the campus to visitors by allowing views of the main
building group. The lawn area (#85) south of the drive, where the

1958 Clark Building (#72) is now |located, plays a secondary role. The
mai n entrance (#81) at Hospital and Stonegate Roads is framed by
picturesque fieldstone walls with crenellatedcoping and tower

el ements. Historic turn-of-the-centuryphotographs (figures #2-6)
provide a sense of how the present mature plantings devel oped

As is the case with nost canpuses, Medfield includes extensive
agricultural landscapes (#86) that were associated with work therapy
programs. While the agricultural building group is located on the
south side of Hospital Drive, open fields remain to the north and east
as well. Evidence of pre-hospital agricultural uses is provided by
forestation patterns, large spreading wolf trees, old stonewalls
unpaved former carriage roads |lined by old overarching trees, and the
presence of a pre-existingfarmhouse (#48;, ca. 1840)

Bui I di ngs

The original or first-phasebuildings (fig. 1, 2) were designed in the
Queen Anne style by Boston architect WilliamPitt Wentworth. They are
unified by the repetition of materials and decorative motifs and are
distinguished by individualized plans and massing. Al |l are
characterized by red-brick construction, granite foundations, slate
roofs, heavily corbelled cornices, segmentally arched w ndows which
usually contain 6/6 sash and transoms, red sandstone watertables and
lintels, and decorative angled soldier courses connecting first-story
wi ndow heads. Those facing the green are arranged in a conplex
mrror-image pattern described more fully bel ow.

Later buildings from the early 20th century are generally sonewhat

| arger in scale and designed in a variety of Classical Revival styles.
Neverthel ess, they generally continue the original red-brick
construction, but often substitute cast stone for natural stone trim
Several smaller-scale Craftsman-style cottages and a nunber of the
support/agricultural buildings were added at this time as well. [n
some cases, the siting of these buildings maintains the conplex
mrror-image plan. Architects identified for these buildings include
such noted Boston firms as Park & Kendall, Shepley, Rutan & Coolidge
and W nslow, Wetherell & Bigelow

(continued)
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Integrity

Several of thebuildings have been rehabilitated with 1/1 or 2/2 sash
which detracts fromthecomplexity of their original Queen Anne
design. Several others arevacant and boarded. Nevert hel ess, t he
power house and carpenter shop aretheonly buildings from the original
group that have been lost. Landscapes arewell maintained, with
evidence of new plantings. Very fewlandscape areas have been
affected by insertion of paved parking areas, as i sthecase at nost
canpuses. As a whole, thebuildings and |landscapes of Medfield State
Hospital retain a high degree of integrity and clearly reflect the
period of significance from 1892 t 01940.

Representative buildings are described below i nchronological order.
Pre-existing Buildings

#48:  Assistant Superintendent's House (ca. 1840)

Dating tothemd-nineteenth century, this i stheonly pre-existing
farmhouse at Medfield. I ti sa four by two bay shingled structure
that rises 2 1/2 stories from a granite block foundation toan asphalt
shingle gable roof with interior chimeys. The entry, which occupies
the left inner bay of thesouth facade, displays a Greek Revival-style
surround with sidelights and lintel shelf. A bay window on t he west
elevation and 2/2 sash appear t o have been added i nthe late
nineteenth century. Located immediately east of themain entrance
(#81), theloti sfronted by a granite block retaining wall.

Original Group (1896-97; figures 1, 2)

#52: Administration Building (1896)
Standing at t hehead of t hequadrangle (south), the Administration
Building i sa two-story, red-brick building of rectangul ar plan,
enclosed by a slate hi proof. [Itssouth facade i sdomnated by a
three-bay gabled-entry pavilion with a heavily corbelled cornice, and
paired round-arched wi ndows i nthegable field. The double-Ileaf entry
with transom and sidelights i sprotected by an open one-story
balustraded porch. Segmentally arched wi ndows contain three-pane
transoms above 6/6 sash. Three-bay gabled cross pavilions with
secondary entries are found on theother elevations. A large copper
beech, which i sone of theoldest trees on t he canpus, stands atthe
northwest corner of this building.

A 1
#1, 2, 3, 4 B Wards (1896)
The identical B Wards which flanking theAdministration Building
occupy corresponding positions at theopposite (north) end of the
quadrangl e. They aretwo-story, red-brick structures enclosed by
combination gable and hi pslate roofs with multiple chimeys. They " ;,

A (continued)
T e tio
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are trimmed with dentilated, corbelled cornices, brownstone
watertables, and angled soldier courses. South-facing entries with
sidelights are located in gabled pavilions with heavy corbeling and
|unettes. They are protected by one story porches which extend around
the east or west elevations. Large lateral ells containing sleeping
quarters and extend away from the center of the quad (east or west)
where terminated by hexagonal towers. Segmental arched w ndows with
6/6 sash and three-pane transoms are often paired. These wards were
erected for "quiet patients". Bl was fitted up for electroshock and
insulin shock treatments in the 1950s.

#5, 6, 7, 8 C Wards (1896)

The identical C Wards, standing at the corners of the quad, are two
story, red brick structures of rectangular plan enclosed by slate hip
roofs. Large three-bay entry pavilions with paired wi ndows and one-
story porches, project fromthe south facades. Long wings, with two-
story screened porches, extend inward toward the quad; two-bay wings,
termnating in octagonal corner turrets, extend away. These wards
display the typical trim and wi ndow details. The porches at G (#8)
and the windows at @ (#6) have been boarded. The C Wards were
originally constructed as infirmaries. , *» ... n

#9, 10, 11, 12 D Wards (1896)

Located next to the C Wards on the long sides of the quad, the
identical D Wards are two story, red-brick structures with T-shaped

pl ans enclosed by hip roofs. Five by three bay frontispieces are
centered on projecting three-bay entry pavilions with corbelled
cornices containing lunettes in their gables. Entries with sidelights
and transoms have one-story porches. Wndows are segmentally arched
and contain 66 sash. The south sides of five-bay rear ells display
center entries with sidelights and transoms as well as full length one
story dentilated porches, with pediments defining the entry locations
These buildings were originally constructed as workshops or industrial
buildings. D (#10) and B (#11) have had their transoms bl ocked in.

#15, 16: F Wards (1897)

The identical F Wards, occupying central positions on the long sides
of the quadrangle, were designed for "excited patients" and were
originally the hospital's largest wards. They are two-story, red-
brick buildings of U-shaped plan with the arms of the U facing away
from the quad. Facades are organized with three-bay gabled central
and end pavilions, all of which contain lunettes and corbeling in
their gables. The center pavilions contain transomed entries in
enclosed brick porches. F2 (#16) displays w ndows with 15/15 sash and
no transoms, while FI (#15) has been rehabilitated with 2/2 sash that
is inappropriate to the original Queen Anne-style design

(continued)
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#13, 14, 17, 18: E and L Wards (1897)

Flanking theF Wards with theEs tothesouth andthel's to the
north, these four buildings areidentical i ndesign. Essentially

| -shaped i nplan, with open one-story porches along thesouth side of
the stems, these wards are two-story, red-brick buildings with typical
corbelled cornices and segmental -arched wi ndows. Entries, which are
located i nthree-bay gabled pavilions facing thequad, are
double-leafed with transoms, sidelights, and one-story pedi mented
porches. Stylized Palladian wi ndows |ight themain gables. The E
Wards were designed for "untidy patients" and thelL Wards f or

"epileptic patients." E2 (#14) and L2 (#18) display wi ndows with 9/9,
12/12, or 15/15 sash, while EI (#13) and LI (#17) have t heusual 6/6
sash wi ndows with transoms. w: o

#54: Chapel / Gymmasi um (1897)

As i sobvious fromits steepled design, thegymasium was originally
constructed as a chapel. This cruciform-plan structure occupiesthe
head of t hegreen, behind theAdministration Building, where its south
facade i scentered on a cross gable with arched wi ndows. This element
is framed by a clock-tower offset on t hesouthwest corner and an
arched entry on t hesoutheast. Typically, it i sconstructed of red
brick with corbelled cornices and a slate roof with dormers. Paired
arched wi ndows |ight thenave area.

#57: Kitchen/Dining (1896) - > - . -
This three-part structure, consisting of central kitchen framed by
identical male and female dining halls, i scentered on thegreen. The

dining halls arethree by sixteen bay rectangular- plan structures
that rise two stories toslate hi proofs with dormers. They are
constructed of redbrick with corbelled cornices and segmentally
arched windows with 6/6 sash and transoms. The south facades are
centered on projecting entry pavilions with double-leaf doors headed
by transoms. They ar e connected by wood-frame passageways with
ventilators toa five-by-five-bay kitchen that rises one story toa
slate hi proof with ventilators.

#42: Stabl e/ Main Garage (1897) AN N e

The mai n garage, constructed i n1897 as a stable, survives as one of
the feworiginal support buildings. The former laundry (#55) also
remains, but t he powerhouse and carpenter shop were replaced bythe
present bakery (#72) . The stable/garage i sa charmng five by four
bay structure that rises 1 1/2 stories froma granite foundation toa
clipped gable roof with central cupola. I ntypical Queen Anne style
fashion, it combines a red-brick first story with a shingled second
story. The east facade i scentered on a cross gable containing a
hayl oft door above a modern overhead garage door. W ndows arev .
segmentally arched and contain 12/12 sash. My R e

oy f oAty ?

(continued)
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#62: Pumpi ng Station (1896)

A final surviving support building i s anextremely deteriorated
punping station sited ona former carriageroad that runs parallel to
the Charles River. 1 tis asmall rectangular plan red-brick structure
that rises onestory t oa steep slate hip roof. Wndow and entry
openings are segmentally arched with radiating voussoirs; sashand
door are gone.

Second Construction Phase (1898-1914) A

A [\ %
#19: R Ward (1904)
Situated behind the north endof the quadrangle, R Ward's |ater date
is revealed initssubstantially larger size andnore severe
modernistic design. | t nevertheless maintains the original materials
of red brick walls, granite foundation, andbrownstone watertable. |t
is atwo-story building of cruciform plan whose roof i s masked by a

bl ank parapet. |tsdouble-leaf entry, with transom sidelights, and

one-story porch, is located inaprojecting three-bay pavilion

centered on the south facade. This follows the exanple of the earlier

wards, as does the useof segmentally arched wi ndow openings. R Ward

was constructed t ohouse additional "excited" female patients. I t was

designed by Park & Kendall. | t has been rehabilitated with 1/1 sash.
II. KIII III.I_/\ >.<|... °®

#20: S Ward (1906)
Like RWard, SWard is sited behind the main group on the west side

and i s substantially larger than the original wards. | tis a two-
story Beaux Artes-style structure built onanl plan, with the main
facade facing west away from the quadrangle. I tisconstructed of red
brick laid upinFlem sh bond andtrimmed with a cast-stone watertable
and wi ndow sills, anda heavy dentilated modillion cornice supported

on vastly overscal ed Mannerist brackets. Wndows are generally paired
with 6/6 sash, cast-stone sills, andsplayed brick lintels. At the
first story, they are set in a blank arcade, while recessed panelsare
located above the second-story windows. Theentry is centered on the
west elevation, where i tis headed by a hood with copper anthem on
cresting andmassive paired wooden brackets. This building was
designed by Shepley, Rutan & Coolidge. A twostory passageway/ porch
with hospital hopper sash was added t othe stem of the rear elevation
ca. 1930. | t nowserves as atraining facility for the Department of
Corrections.

#23: Mal e Enpl oyees' Honme (1904)

Both the male andfemale (#24) enployees' residences at Medfield are
relatively elaborate exanples of their type andare sited opposite t he
south endof the quad t ocontinue the mrror-image plan. Constructed
of red brick with sandstone watertable andbeltcourse, the somewhat
simpler Male Home combines elements of Classical andCraftsman styles.
It consists of a seven-bay, three-story center pavilion flanked by

(continued)
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five-bay, two-story wings. Thecenter section displays a center entry
with sidelights andtransoms that i sfronted by a massive balustraded
Tuscan porch andframed by projecting two-bay endpieces. Segmentally
arched wi ndows with 6/6 sash display sandstone keystones at t he first

story. Simpler lateral entries arelocated onthe endelevations.

The building i senclosed by a slate hip roof with carved rafter ends.

Both Enpl oyees' Hones were designed by Park & Kendall.

#24. Nurses' Honme (1903) '

The ornate Nurses' Home conmbines elements of the Renai ssance Revival
and Craftsman styles. |t consists of aprojecting seven-bay, three-
story central block framed by five-bay, two-story wings with
projecting two-bay endpieces. Thecentral andendpavilions are
defined by overscaled brick quoins. The building i senclosed by a
slate hip roof whose overhanging cornice i ssupported on brackets.

W ndows with 6/6 sash ar eheaded by splayed brick lintels with cast-
stone keystones. The center entry is framed by sidelights and
transom andis fronted by an el aborate balustraded porch with
rusticated brick corner piers andTuscan colums in antis supporting a
modillion cornice with triglyphs andmetopes. Theentry is headed by
a two-story arch with alternating brick andcast-stone voussoirs.
Other trim includes a cast-stone watertable andbeltcourse. Three-bay
side elevations display open balustraded terraces. This building,

like most of t heothers in the area (#84), i ssurrounded by l|ilac
hedges andmature trees. Both Enployees' Hones were designed by Park
& Kendal | . , \Y; .

#31: Farm Col ony Dormitory (1899) andfarm buildings:

The dormitory structure located on the south side of Canal Streeti s
probably the farmhouse for 15t 020 patients andstaff approved by t he
Legislature i n1899. 't i sal1l/2-story shingled structurebuilt on

a rectangular plan with a slightly projecting seven-bay, gambrel-
roofed central section andseven-bay, gable-roof wings all with
chimeys. | trests ona high brick foundation, creating a full
basement story. Simply framed wi ndows contain 6/6 sash. |t i s
simlar in appearance t othe rustic wards built at other farm colonies
like Grafton (see form), revealing itsfunction here. Thebuilding

was designed by Wnslow, Wetherell & Bigelow. Drawings for another
substantially nore elaborate design (includingstepped gables and
dormers) exists i n the Massachusetts State Archives collection; it i s
unknown whet her or noti t was ever built. Unfortunately, theformer
support buildings, including barns andsheds, that surrounded i t are
either in poor anddeteriorated condition or no longer in existence.

A 1905drawing for a large elaborate barn by Park & Kendall exists i n
the Archives collection, buti tis not possible to match i t up with
the remmants that survive today. The Farm Dormitory hasrecently been
rehabilitated for useby the Department of Youth Services.

(continued)
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#21, 22: Tubercular Cottages (1906)

Occupying mirror-image positions behind the C Wards at the south end
of the quadrangle, these cottages were erected fortubercul ar
patients, reflecting the new know edge about and interest in that

di sease. Both are shingled Craftsman-style cottages that rise 1 12
stories from fieldstone foundations to asphalt gable roofs with
exposed rafter and joist ends. A characteristic featureis the
fenestration consisting of banks of 99 sash windows with transoms.

Both cottages were designed by Park & Kendall. They are very similar
to a pair of contemporary TB cottages at Danvers State Hospital (NR /
1984).

#25-30: Enpl oyee Cottages (1907-1914)

A group of six enployee cottages was built near the main entrance to
the hospital in the early-twentieth century. Tw were been |ost
subsequently, but the remaining four are wood-frame, 1 1/2-story Dutch
Colonials enclosed by gambrel roofs with chimeys at the south ends.
Three-bay cross gambrels term nate the north ends of the west facades,
while porches extend southward across off-center entries. Wndows
contain 6/6 sash and are sometimes paired. Cottages #1 and #3 are
sided with asphalt shingle and rest on fieldstone foundations, while
#5 and #6 are sheathed with wood shingle and rest on concrete
foundations. Cottages #2 and #4 are no |longer extant. A small
circular-plan fieldstone structure (#76) with arched openings and a
conical roof is located in front of the cottages on the west side of
the drive; this my have served as a wellhouse. These cottages were
designed by Robert R Kendall.

#46: Superintendent's House (1907)
Also located near the main entrance, the Superintendent's House is
another shingled Dutch Colonial rising froma fieldstone foundation to

a gambrel roof with interior chimeys. |tssymmetrical, five-bay east
facade i s centered on an entry with sidelights and a balustraded porch
supported on Tuscan piers. I'tis extended by a rear el | and by a

three-bay south wing with secondary entry. The house i s surrounded by
lilac hedges and specimen trees. Robert R Kendall was the architect

#59: Power Plant (1905)
This building replaced the original power plant that stood at the
north end of the central green behind the kitchen/dining room (#57). .
A I'tisbuilt into a hillside slopingdown to the Charles River at the
northwest corner of the building group. I'tisalarge, red-brick
structure enclosed by a flat roof masked by a parapet. Wndows with
splayed lintels contain mdern metal sash. A large, unroofed,
concrete coal storage bin (#60) extends from the southwest corner of
the power plant, where a concrete railroad trestle (#61) term nates.
A tall, yellowbrick smokestack also rises at this end of the
building. Shepley, Rutan & Coolidge were the architects.

(continued)
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Later Buildings (post-1914)

#56: Laundry (1925)

The laundry i sa large, red-brick structure that i sbuilt on a
rectangul ar plan andrises onestory toa |lowpitched roof with
central monitor, a roof formthat typifies early twentieth century
laundries at several canmpuses. Large windows with cast- stone lintels
and sills andfifteen-pane metal sash arearranged i ngroups of three
with thebays divided by brick piers. A vehicular entry i scentered
on t heeast elevation. The laundry was designed by Robert R Kendall.

#72: dark Building (1958) - . -

Located at theentrance tothemin building group, Clark i s typical

of thelarge H-plan admi ssions/treatment units that were added t omany
canpuses i nthemid-twentiethcentury. Faced with redbrick, i trises
four stories toa flat roof with central mechanicals tower.

Typically, thelong 25-bay south facade i scentered on a nodern -
enclosed brick entrance with tripled wi ndows above. Wndows contain

the typical hospital hopper sash. The architect was Leland, Larsen,
Bradl ey & Hibbard.

Archaeol ogical Description

While no prehistoricsites arecurrently recorded on State Hospital
property, i ti slikely that sites ar epresent. Four prehistoric sites
are present i nthegeneral area (within onemle) including one site
on theoriginal hospital grounds. Site 19-NF-46, the Medfield
Hospital site, has been identified on thenortheast slope of a stony
knoll, on thesouth bank of t heCharles River north of the State
-Hospital cemetery. The area i s nowpart of theMedfield State Forest.
The site was reportedly located when t heMedfield State Hospital Farm
fields nuinbers 21 and 22 were under cultivations. The physical
characteristics of thehospital include well drained level to
moderately sloping terraces and knolls adjacent totheCharles River
or related wetlands, all indicators of favorable |ocational criteria
for Native subsistence and settlement activities. The Charles River
drai nage has been recognized as an inmportant |locus of Native American
settlement throughout nost of theprehistoric and Contact periods.
The above information conmbinedwith theavailability of open space on
the hospital grounds indicates a high potential fortherecovery of
significant prehistoricresources. Prehistoricsensitivity i s high
t hroughout nost of t he canpus which includes areas within 1000" (300
meters) of Charles River wetlands and tributary streans. The
potential torecover significant prehistoricresources may be low i n
the east central portion of thecanpus where t hemain hospital
buildings arelocated. Mich of thearea i sover 1000" (300nmeters)
fromwetlands. The integrity of any resources i nthis area may have
suffered as a result of hospital building construction.

n ' o (continued)
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There is also a high potential for locatingsignificant historic
archaeol ogical remains on the hospital property. The Medfield State
Hospital was constructed on the site of at |east one and possibly nore
pre-existing farms. At present, only one pre-existing farmhouse is
extant, #48 the Assistant Superintendents' House (ca. 1840).
Structural remains of additional farmhouses my survive as well as
archaeological survivals of outbuildings (barns, tool/woodsheds)
associated with the Assistant Superintendents House. Occupational
related features (trash pits, privies, wells) also likely survive
associated with structures which predated and existed during the Ilife
of the State Hospital. Structural remains relatedto State Hospital
are associated with barns and sheds no |onger extant in the Farm

Col ony. Several structures survive archaeologically including a
cellar hole, #36 (1920), a calf barn foundation, #34 (1912), and the
mai n barn foundation, #37 (1920).

Unmar ked graves may be associated with the hospital cemetery, #71 (ca.
1900) as well as unmarked family plots associated with preexisting
19th century farms on the hospital property.

(end)

> e oy Y

HI STORI CAL SI GNI FI CANCE

Medfield State Hospital possesses integrity of location, design,
setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association.

Established in 1892 as the Medfield Insane Asylum i tws the
Commonweal th's first facility erected specifically for long-term,

hi gh-need chronic patients. Many superintendents of existing asyl\ims,
who had been debating the need for such a facility for some time, felt
that i twas the best way to provide for this special and fast
increasing class of patients. Although i tis not stated directly in
Annual Reports, they probably also wanted to divest themselves of this
group which required intensive care and lowered their all-important
curability rates. Medfield was also the third state facility, and the
first "insane" hospital, built on the cottage plan, allowing for
complete classification of patients. In this case the plan is highly
uni que, consisting of well-detailedQueen Anne- style buildings
arranged in a mrror-image pattern around a central green. Medfield's
twentieth century history clearly reflects major trends at the state
and national levels as described in the overview. |t meets criteria A
and C of the National Register of Historic Places and is significant
on the local and state levels. The period of significance extends
from 1892 to 1940.

The Medfield Insane Asylumwas authorized by Chapter 425 of the Acts
of 1892 as a 1,000-bed hospital for "care of chronic and incurable

(continued) ,
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cases of the insane who have becone public charges" (First Annual
Report, 1894). The Legislature appropriated $25,000 for purchase of a

sultable site and $500,000 for construction of necessary buildings. A
426-acre site in Medfield and Dover was selected. W lliam Pitt
Wentworth of Boston was the architect chosen to design the hospital on
the dispersed cottage plan desired by the Board of Trustees. The

uni que collegelike canpus is considered to be one of the finest works
of Wentworth's career (fig.1 2). The campus was arranged in a
quadrangle as follows: an administration building and wards for
"quiet" patients at its head and wards for "untidy, excited, and
epileptic" patients around itsperimeter; infirmary and industrial
buildings at itscorners; and a chapel, laundry, kitchen/dining
facility, powerhouse, and carpenters' shop at its center. A stable
stood slightly behind the quad at the southwest corner, and the
beginnings of a farm group were located across Hospital Drive to the
south. All of these buildings and the central green remain, except
for the powerhouse and carpenter shop.

Medfield was the first of the state "insane "hospitals to be built on
the "cottage plan," with niimerous freestanding wards replacing the
single massive "Kirkbride" buildings of earlier hospitals. Models
within the state included the private MLean Asyliom i n Bel nmont
(1872-90), the Lyman Reform School in Westborough (1884; see form),
and the Fernald State School in Waltham (1887, see form). The cottage
plan was intended to provide better light and ventilation, as well as
nore complete classification of mental illness. Additionally, the
small-scale buildings allowed for nore intimate, homelike Iliving
conditions, with sleeping quarters on the upper floors and comrunal
living and working spaces on the first floor. Most of the original
war ds were designed to accommodate 50 patients, with the exception of
the F wards which had a capacity of 150. Staff occupied quarters in
the attics of the buildings and worked twelve-hour days six days per
week. Separate staff dormitories and cottages began to be ~constructed
in the early twentieth century as they were throughout the system

The First Annual Report of 1896 states that twelve buildings,
accommdating 600 patients and the necessary officers and employees,
had been completed by My 1 and were immediately occupied to relieve
the overcrowding at existing state asylums, especially Taunton (see
form. The first patients consisted of 60 men and 60 wonen admitted
from Taunton in My. By Septenmber 30, the population had risen to
563, and to 961 a year |later.

Six additional buildings, including wards for "untidy, excited and

epileptic" patients (E F and L Wards) were scheduled for completion
in early 1897, raising capacity to 1,100. The Trustees praised their
new hospital, saying that: "(we) desire to call attention to the fact
that the cottage plan adopted in the construction, with its eighteen

(continued)
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separate buildings for patients, gives a much better opportunity for
classification of all forms of insanity than is afforded by any
hospital in the state." Because in their opinion the hospital was so
wel |l suited to curable cases, they went on to request that their
statute be anended to put them "on the sane basis as other state
hospitals." The Second Annual Report continued in this unhappy tone
saying that approximately 1,000 chronic patients had been transferred
from other institutions, the majority of whomwere "old, sick, feeble,
filthy in their habits and destructive of their clothing." The
Trustees also reported that the originally planned group of buildings
had been completed with the construction of the chapel, stable, and
barn.

In later reports, the Trustees seened to accept their mandate of
caring for an incurable population and began to request funds to
hetter serve this purpose. In 1898 they asked for a farmhouse (#31)
to accommodate a farmer and 15 to 20 patients; an industrial building
for clothesmaking, ironwork, upholstery, and mattress making; and also
for perm ssion to convert one of the male wards to a female ward since
femal e patients were in the majority. In 1900, i tws reported that
the grounds were being improved, and that the patient population had
risen to 1,197. By 1902, $80,000 had been appropriated for a second
ward for "excited" female patients (R Ward; #19)) as well as $2,000
for purchase of an additional 40 acres on which the Trustees proposed
to build structures for 600 patients. Also under construction were a
nurses' residence (#24) for 75 nurses and a male attendants' home
(#23), a new barn, a hospital for tubercular patients (#53), a ward
for 100 "excited" male patients (S Ward; #20) and a new powerhouse

(#59). In 1906, several wood-frame cottages were erected, including
two for tubercular patients (#21, 22) and three for enployees
(#25-27). In 1907 a superintendent's house (#46) was completed. By

this time, there were approximately 1,500 patients at Medfield.

A two-year training program for nurses, initiated in 1902 and expanded
to three years in 1914, was discontinued in 1943, during World Var | | .
The 1903-1904 dormitories for nurses and attendants, which allowed

staff to nove out of the patient wards, illustrate a new concern with
enpl oyee morale and proficiency. The infirmary and cottages reflect
new advances in the care and treatment of tubercular patients. Ot her

additions to staff and services at Medfield reflected changes in the
mental health field that were occurring throughout the system
Medfield' s first social worker was hired in 1914, a laboratory was
added in 192 0, an occupational therapist was added to the staff in
1921, and a physiotherapy department was added in 1928.

Chapter 504 of the Acts of 1909 renaned the Hospital as the Medfield

State Asylum  Chapter 442 of the Acts of 1914 renaned i t again as the
Medfield State Hospital and nore importantly amended its statute to

(continued)
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allow for care of patients with all types of mental illness. I n1930
the Massachusetts Medical Society noted that Medfield had "a training
program for nurses, a pathological laboratory, a hydriatric department
for tonic treatment, sedative hydrotherapy equipment, and a

wel | -e(3uiped physiotherapy department” (MW 1930: 13).

In the 1930s and 1940s, thehospital typically was overcrowded with
the patient populationranging from 1,700 t o 1,900, substantially nore
than the 1,568 capacity. Staffing fell toabout 50%during t o Wrld
War |1, Hi gher-functioning patients helped tofill thegap by caring
for other patients, performing laundry, housekeeping, and food service
chores, and assum ng nore responsibility for outdoor tasks such as
farmi ng, groundskeeping, and snow and coal shoveling. The 1945
Governor & Council Report noted that thecondition of buildings at
Medfield was t hepoorest i nthestate and that they lacked any type of
fire protection. Specific building needs cited by thereport included
an acute treatment facility, wards for"disturbed" male and female
patients, a new administration building, a warehouse and canning
plant, a nodern shop, and tunnels toconnect al | of thebuildings.

The power plant, which generated t hepower tosupply water tothe Town
of Medfield as well as tothehospital, needed new equipment, andthe
sewer system needed new lines torelieve theretarded flow. Al of
the buildings were i nneed of new furniture and a through paintj ob.
New machinery, especially a tractor, were required for operationof
the farm col ony.

El ectroshock and Insulin Shock therapies were introduced i nthe 1940s,
with facilities i nBl (#1). The first unlocked wards were instituted
in 1949. I nthe 1950s, new psychotropic drugs began toreplace
sedatives, seclusion, cold wet sheet packs, and hydrotherapy. Many
patients were able t obe discharged, allowing thehospital to extend
their services tothecomunity with establishment of aftercare
clinics i nWellesley and Quincy. Under t heleadership of Dr. Harold
Lee, Medfield gained a national reputation for itsinnovative
Rehabilitation Programi nthe 1960s. | t involved a "step system' of
increasingly independent living situations on campus and an intensive
vocational program toincrease work skills for community transition.

Ar chaeol ogi cal Significance '*%

Since patterns of prehistoric occupation i nMedfield arepoorly
understood, any surviving sites would be significant. Prehistoric
sites i nthis area can contribute toa greater understanding of Native
settlement and subsistence i ntheCharles River drainage, particularly
the interior portion of that drainage for which we know t he | east
amount of information. Native American settlement i nthis area may be
related tolarger sites i nthelower portion of thecCharles drainage
on a seasonal basis or, cross cut drainage boundaries toneighboring

i o UeityityAn oy f
1 1 1

. (conti’nued)
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locales. Prehistoric sites i nthis area nmay also represent a
specialized adaptation tospecific resources and environmental
characteristics i nthegeneral area.

Historic archaeological remins described above have thepotential to
document t hecomplete [and use history on the State Hospital property.
Further documentary research accompanied by archaeol ogical survey and
excavation can establish thelocation, form and associations of farm
houses, outbuildings and features which predate thedevelopment of the "
State Hospital. Background research, detailed mapping of structural
remains and careful analysis of occupational related features can
provide insights into 19thand possibly 18t hcentury farms at the
local level and therelationships of these farms with regional

econom es and current farmng methods. A study of therelationships
bet ween subsistence and market econom cs may also be possible. The
analysis of occupational related features can also provide
informations on thesocial and cultural characteristics of individuals
who lived on thefarms and t heextent towhich farmng was important
in their lives.

Structural remains of buildings associated with the State Hospital can
hel p docunent components of thehospital which no longer survive,
particularly agriculturally related outbuildings. An analysis of
these structures and their related archaeological deposits can provide
details of support facilities at thehospital during the late
19th/early 20th century. The analysis of occupational related
features particularly trash areas associated with the State Hospital
can provide detailed informationon thesocial,cultural and econom c
lives of staff and patients at thehospital and t heextent t o which
these characteristics conpared with other State Hospitals. Analysis
of these features may provide unique data relating to the

Commonweal th's first facility created specifically for long-term

hi gh-need patients. °«

o' ~ A *'e (end) [/ 'r
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Li st of Fxgures

1. Birds' Eye View of Canpus. 1897. \.

2. Main Building Group, photograph. ca. 1910.

3. Chapel, photograph. ca. 1910.

4. Nurses' Hone, photograph. ca. 1910.

5. Male Enployees' Hone, photograph. ca. 1910.

6. Superintendent's House, photograph. ca. 1910.

7. Plan of Canpus. 1897. N
C*nd) y

GEOGRAPHI CAL DATA . Myifisran

Verbal Boundary Description oo o '<

See attached maps. ., - onE s

Verbal Boundary Justification

The nominationi sconfined t opresent canmpus boundaries which were
achieved during theperiod of significance.

o N. . (end)
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fVIASS. HIST. COMM.

MEDFIELD HISTORICAL COMMISSION
Town House
M edfield, Massachusetts 02052

September 9, 198

Judith B. McDonough, Executive Director
Sae Historic Preservation Officer

Massachusetts Historical Commisson KECHVED

80 Boylston Stredt,

Boston, Massachusetts 02n6 Q'Q Q Q™
NATIONAL
REGISTER

Dear Ms. McDonough,

Concerning the October 13, 1993 condgderation of the Medfield State Hospital National
Regiger nomination by the Massachusetts Historical Commission, the Medfield
Historical Commisson voted unanimoudy in favor of this proposed listing & its
meseting of August 18,1993,

The Medfield Historical Commission gppreciates your efforts to bring about this
recognition that the Medfield State Hospital property is worthy of preservation.

Sincardy,
ButyessV. She™U|

Burgess R Standley
Chairman
Medfield Historical Commisson



