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1. Name of Property

historic name Groton High School

other names/site number Prescott School; Groton Junior High School; Butler School

2. Location

street & number 145 Main Street N/A not for publication
city or town Groton N/A  vicinity
state Massachusetts code MA  county Middlesex code 017 zipcode 01450

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this QJ'nomination
« request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property

M neets « does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

¢ nationally « statewide HMocally, (¢ See continuation“heet for additional comments.)
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Signature of certifying official/Title Brona Simon, SHPO J Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property « meets ¢ does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments )
Signature of certifying official/Title Date
state 0/ Federal agency and bureau

4. National Parl< Service Certification
I. hereby certify that this property is: te of Action
entered in the National Register
« See continuation sheet.
« determined eligible for the
National Register
* See continuation sheet.
« determined not eligible for the
National Register
« removed from the
National Register
« other (explain):



Groton High School
Name of Property

5. Classification

Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

Category of Property
(Check only one box)

_ private X building(s)

X public-local _ district

_ public-State site

_ public-Federal _ structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A
6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

EDUCATION: high school

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

COLONIAL REVIVAL

Narrative Description

Middlesex, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources Inthe count.)

Contributing Non-contributing
1 1 , buildings
1 sites
. structures
0 objects
Total

Number of contributing resources previously

listed In the National Register 0

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

EDUCATION: classrooms and administrative

space

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation BRICK: CONCRETE

walls BRICK
roof STONE: gravel
other Cast stone trim

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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7. DESCRIPTION

Setting

The former Groton High Schod & 145 Main Sret, Groton (most recently the Col. William Presoott
Schoadl), is located on the west Sde of Main Srest (MA Routes 119 and 225) in the heart of Groton's
town center. While devdopment of the residential/ingtitutional/commercial center dong Main Sregt
dates beck to the 18+ century, buildings dong this part of the road are of mixed dete, gpanning three
centuries of congruction. Across from the schod ae sevard stylish two-story, Sde-gabled, buildings
of the 18* through late 19* centuries, including abrick gore, alarge Gresk Revivd houseon Sx
landscgped aores, and Groton's mogt recently lised Nationd Regider property, the 1851 Itdianate Gov.
George S Boutwel House (NR-IND 2005). A short digance to their southeedt is alongtime inn/tavern
(formerly the Groton Inn, NR-IND 1976), and then the main campus of Lawrence Acadary ad the
Groton Firgt Parish Church. A group of 19*-century houses some currently in commerdd use, dands
northwest of the nomineted property just before Station Avenue, ashort deed-end dreet thet ebuts the
1859 Graoton Town Hall. Directly southeedt of the nominated property ae two one-gory, wood-frame
commerdd buildings of themid to late 20* century - ahardware gore and asix-gore shopping canter.

The property on which the High Schod sandsisalong, gently doping 3.9-acre parcd, stretching wes-
southwves from Main Sregt to the edge of the former right-of-way of the Worceser & Nashua
Rallroad, the 1848 rail linethat sarved the town canter and hed a passenger depot on Station Avenue
Theorigind schodl ot isthe rectangular front section of the property, alittle over one acrein 9ze,
where awide paved driveway pesses dong eech dde of the building to parking aress at the 9des ad
reer. West of the paved areg, the rear part of the parcd (acquired by the Town sometime after 1890)
flares south to form abroad trianglethat indudes asmdl patch of wetlands A large grassed playing
field ooccupies the land just behind the parking arees beyond that isthe schodl playground with swings,
dide, ad climbing equipment (Map #2; Phato 7). The remaining west and southwest portions of the
parcd are wooded.

A gmdl rectanguler front lawn iscrossed by brick and concrete wakways and isenhanced by two
mature maple trees, afew smdler ornamenta trees and some amdl, carefully tended garden aress
planted with low shrubs and flowers. South of the center walkway isasmadl flagsone patio st with
rough-surfeced, granite-block benches (Mep # 3). Whileal the plantings are of recant date, just north
of thewak isatal wooden flagpole that wes erected the year the high schod opened. A smdl
rectangular bronze plague on the flagpole reeds "Presanted to Groton High Schod by Laurence W. Gay
Fogt No. 55 American Legion, Sgptamber 1928" (Map #4, Fhato 1).

At the front edge of the lawn, sanding dose to the Sdewalk, isa 1930 metd tercentenary sgnwith
rasad lettering, mounted on ametd pod. Thisis one of many two-sided, freetanding 9gns of Smilar

(continued)
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design erected by the Massachusetts Bay Colony Tercentenary Commission on the 300* annivarsary of
the Bay Colony. Thisone isin exemplary condition (Map #5, Photo 8). The Massachuseits Sate s,
flanked by the detes 1630 . . . 1930" surmournts the sign. Below it in the rectangular field, in raised
capitd letters, are the words

GROTON

SETTLED ASA FRONTIER TOWN IN 1655 IN THE INDIAN REGION CALLED PETAPAWAG. WHEN
ATTACKED BY INDIANS OF KING PHILIP IN 1676 ALL HOUSES BUT FOUR WERE BURNED, AND
THE TOWN WAS TEMPORARILY ABANDONED. AGAIN ATTACKED IN 1689, 1704 AND 1723

MASSACHUSETTS BAY COLONY TERCENTENARY COMMISSION.

The only other dte feature of note isasomenha deteriorated gable-roofed utility shed (Map #6, Photo
9), about eight by ten feet, probably condructed in the mid-20* century and noncontributing to the
nomination. Thissmdl building, which dands & the northwest cormer of the rear parking areg, hes a
concrete-block eseand upper wood board-and-betten walls,

Exterior description

Despite the replacement of al the window saehin 2005, the origind Groton High Schoadl hes bardy
changed onthe exterior Snce 1928. That wes the year when the 1871 Ssoond Empire/late Victorian
Gothic Butler School, which had housad the town high schod and varying combinations of younger
gades ove the years, was rebuilt and expandad into the presant Colonia Revival building desgned by
the firm of Haynes & Mason of Fitchburg. While some portion of the core of the old Butler Schod il
exigs in the canter saction of the Structure, what isvidble today isthe much larger building that took
shgpe around it in 1927-1928.

The schod isatwo-gory, flat-roofed three-part sructure. The above-mentioned renovated center
section (about 200 feet squeare) Sts between along, shalow dassoom and entry wing acrass the front
(messurring about 400 x 50 feet) and a250 x 175-foot gymnasum & the reer. Becausethe property
dopes gradudly down from the dredt, there isafull-height ground story, rather then a besament, bdow
the gymnasum.  With the exception of the concretewd led rear ground Sory, the entire building is
brick, laid in avariaion of English crossbond with rows of gretcher bricks dternating with rows where
heedars are soecad one, two, or three bricks gpart.

Although the end walls of the 1928 front section are windowless except for the besamant ory, in
the manner popular with Colonid and Classicd Revivd architecture of the period, the building hes
agrand symmetricd fafade, with barnks of large, multi paned, windows and a broad, pedimented,

(continued)
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ocanter pavilion (Photos 1-3). The architecturd trim of this front section features the liberd use
of sandgone-besad cadt done, amaterid which is nearly absent onthe other walls. Here,
however, cag goneis presant on the front Seps all window lintels and sills, and the quoined
comas Ringing the roofline of the building at the bese of a solid brick pergpet isa wooden
comice molding.

The shdllow projecting pavilion isthe mog stylish part of the building (Photas 2-4). Four unfluted cast
done pilagers rise from a high foundation course of the same materid to abroad wooden frieze that hes
adways digilayed the name of the schodl inindividud letters—at first "Groton High School” and now
"Presoott School.” A wood cornice molding trims the gable of the pediment, and averticaly oriented
ova window with keysoned surround marks the center of the brick tympanum. The symmetricd three
bey arangement of the pavilion indudes paired 66 windows & first and ssoond dories flanking a
forma entry bay. Here the cag-gone lintel s have both canter keygones and ed voussoirs. Thedesgn
of the entry bay evolved somewha from the first plans presanted by the architect. Initia devation
drawings from October 1926 depict adouble-lesf entry of amilar dimendons to what istheretoday, but
the entry is shown projecting under abacony with aturned baudrede The entry as actudly built does
not project, and hes alavish wood surround with fluted Corinthian pilagters topped by consdles that
Upport an gpen "swan's neck” pediment. The high, panded, and molded frieze above the doorway
indudes acenter circlethal as shown in arevised drawing of Sgatamber 14, 1927, was meant to
digplay the town sedl. Itis presently adormed with an American eegle. The doors shown in the 1927
drawing ae the same type as the doors there today-with twedve dlasslights over alower pand with
cossedral detal (rather than the older type of door shown in the 1926 drawing, which hed horizonta
pandsand asingle square light). Directly abovethe doorway & the ssoond dory isalarge multi light,
Pdladian-ingpired, roundhesded window. The most ormamenta detail of the fafadeisthe pair of cadt-
donefloral swegs that flank the keystone of thiswindow.

The facade fenedtration of the outer wings of the front section dhanged only dightly between the 1926
drawings ad the as-built 1927 devaions (Photos 1-3). While the eerlier drawings depicted a Sngle
window bey a eech sory besdethe pavilion and abenk of four connected 12/12 sseh in the front wall
of eechwing, by 1927 the window arrangement hed bean dnanged to the presant rhythm of two sts of
pared 12/12s centered on eech wing feBade, with atall, narrow 99 window to ether sde. While the
pavilion window lintels have keysones and voussoirs, the facade windows of these outer wings a al
three levds - first and ssoond gory and besement - have smpler, unembdlished, cag-done lintels.

The end wdlsof the front dassoom wings are windowless exogpt for two paired, three-paned
besament-levd  windowswith cag-gone lintels (Photo 2).  Each wall hes two narrow metd vants
podtioned dose to the front corner of the building—one a sscond-dory level, and one a the first, eech
& into an opening trimmed with alintel of half bricks. The 1926 drawings show the center field of
each of thesewdlls articulated with alarge, square, recessd brick pand.  Indeed, they were built with
aless codly detall—a large rectangle outlined with sretcher and "soldier™ bricks marked by a squere of
cad donein each comer.

(continued)
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Theregr devations of the front dassoom wings have windows only & the besement and sscond-gory
levels. The upper-gory dassooms here eech have abenk of three 12/12 windows. A concrete
besamant dairway with aniron piperail desoands to the besamat againd the rear wall of the north
1928 dasoom wing, partly shdtered by amodern, meta-trimmed, flat roof (Photo 6).

With the exception of the 2005 building-wide window replacement, which ingdled new double-glazed
wood window seeh (aluminum dad on the exterior) of the same sze and configuration as the origina
windows, dl of the mgjor exterior dterations have occurred in arees not visible, or only minimally
vishble from the dreet. The mogt prominent addition isthe long "switchback™ concrete ramp with meta
railing, which was built againg the north wall of the center section of the building &t the ed of the 20*
century. Theramp ends a the landing of an origind concrete dairway leading to an entry in the
wesanmod bey of the north centrd wall of the building. The paired doors there have nine lights over
sngle quere pands and are shdtered by aflat, metd-trimmed roof smilar to the one over the besamat
dairs though here supported on heavy iron brackets The fenedration of the north Sde of the center
sedtion indudes asingletall 99 window above the doorway & ssoond-gory level. Theredt of this
north wall isan arangement of a centered benk of four 12/12 windows with apar of 12/12s toward the
north end of eech story. Rectangular vents, covered with metd grillwork of the same design asthose on
the front end walls, gopear herejust bdow the levd of the sscond-gtory windows.

The fenedtration on the south Sde of the canter section isdifferent from that on the north. Here &
both gories there isatriple 12/12 window toward the eest ed of thewall, and abank of four 12/12s
in the center, but one double 12/12 islocated toward the rear & the first sory only. Theroof of thet
sction, over awindowless interior dorage goece, is lower than the rest of theroof  On this Sde of
the building, two cag-done dairways with piperailings desoand to four besement entries, dl fitted
with modamn ged and gassdoors Ore entry islocated in the reer wall of the front wing, onejust
besde it a the front corner of the center section, and two providing aocess to the kitchen and the
furnace room are pogtioned a the reer ed of that wall. A flat, metd-trimmed roof is located over
the esammog doorways, and afiberglass roof shdters the besamat entries west of the dairs.

The exterior of the reer gymnasum wing is nearly devoid of architecturd detal except for a dightly
projecting band course of soldier bricks located about three feet bdow the top of thewall (Phato 6). (In
this section, as in the regt of the building, what may have bean cag-gone coping a the top of thewall
hes bemn replaced by metd dadding.) The north wall of the gym iswindowless exogpt for a sngle
besamat window. On the south end, two 6/6 windows goeoed wide gpart shed light into the anterooms
& dther 9de of the former auditorium sage What weare origindly benks of large multi pene window
openings on the rear wes wall of the gym are now fitted withfioor-to-ceilingtranducent fiberglass
pands Revisd devation drawings of 1927 show that there were two setsof double exterior doorsin
thiswall, eech above aflight of exterior gairs. The doorways wereflankedby multi pened Sddights
and surmounted by transoms and two large windows. Those entries are gone, but double ded doors
now ooccupy the lower part of the outer two openings & the leve of the gym floor. Each entry hes a
landing and stairway/fire excgpe of modemn pressuretrested wood. At the concrete ground story, the
third bey from the north hes asimilar moden double door that opens onto alow concrete dairway that
risssto ground level. To ether Sde of this entry are four more tranducent pands.

(continued)
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Interior description

Conddering the many demands on a schodl building, espedidly one that hes housad evary grade from
kindergarten through twelfth, the interior of this building hes changed remarkably little from its
gopegrancein 1928, When the high school opened that fall, there were "six large home rooms, a sudy
hdl with adjoininglibrary,. . . two amdler recitation rooms acombined physcs and chemigry
laboratory . . . cooking room and kitchen, asawing room, a typewriting room, alarge manud training
room with dock room, a cafeterialunch room, an auditorium-gymnasum . . . with Sage and ante-
rooms, asub-gymnasum or play room with earthen floor, teechers room, and adouble office with
adjoining gock room."* While the functions of some rooms have changed, afew partitions have bean
addad or removed, and most lavatories have bean upgraded, the school hes retained its bdance of large
and samdl rooms, wide hdlwayswith madlefloors,pressed-metd  cellingsin mod first- and sscond-
dory rooms, broad gairs with their original metd railings, and even a good ded of the original
woodwork and detailing.

Hoor plan  (See Sketch Plan.)

Thelarge dassooms, filled with ebundant naturd light from the benks of large windows, were a mgor
highlight of the building and a predominant characteridic of Haynes & Mason's scholadic architecture.
Four of the 9x homerooms mentioned in the 1928 Superintendent's report (i.e. the generd dassooms)
were located in the new north and south wingsfl ankingthe man front entrance—two eaech onthe first
and ssoond dories. The windowless ed wals of these rooms were (and still are) covered on the
interior with blackboards. Between the dassooms and projecting into the fafade pavilion, is the main
garwdl. To ether dde of the sairwell a eachfloor, with doors opening onto a cross-hdl leading to
the dassooms, are smdler goeces—boys ad girls lavatories (lag renovated in 1995), dorege dosds,
conference rooms, and & the first story, the Principal’s Office, originally the Schod Superintendent's
Office. Thet officeindudesthe remans of a amdl anteroom, adorage dosat with an iron ssfe (Mep
#7), and a private lavatory with itsorigina plumbing fixtures. The other two of the sx origind
homerooms one & eech gory, are located north of the broed centrd corridor that runs eest-west
through the center part of the building.

Smdler spedidized teaching goeceswere, ad Hill are, located on either Sde of the corridor in the
center section of the building. Some mey even incorporate dements remaining from the origina 1871
Bufler School. Asshown in the revised 1927 floor plans, asmdl recitation room wes located esdt of
thefirst-storydassoom, north of the centrd corridor.  South of the main corridor a thefirst Sory were
goeces usd by the high school's commercid education program. From eedt to west, on thisSde of the
hdl the architect specified atyping room, alarge bookkegping room of about the same dze assthe
dassoom on the oppaosite Sde of the corridor, and adjoining the west end of the book-keegping room, a
narrow goeceresarved for aschod "bank.” Thetyping room wes later renovated to become the schod
office, with alarge diding sarvice window facing into the corridor. In recent years the bank room wes
usd as aconference room.

(continued)

Repart of the Supaintendat of Schods 1928 158150,
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At the sscond gory, the schoal library was located north of the center corridor in aamel goece est of
the large dasssoom. South of the corridor, alecture room is shown directly aove the typing room on
the 1996 floor plans, dthough the 1927 plans indicate thet the lecture room hed bean diminated, ad
the whale large goece south of the hdlway was the combined physics and chemicd 1ab.

The gpaoes that have bean most changad from their origina functions are located & the besamant/
ground-gory level. Today, the large rooms in the besemant of the north and south front wings are
generd dassooms like thosedirectly above them. According to the 1927 plans, however, the south
dasxoom originally housed the high school's manud training program, and the north dassroom wes
the lunch room, where the plans how aserving counter againg the west wall. The dimensons of these
two front rooms were the largest in the main part of the schoal. In the basamant of the center saction of
the building north of the main corridor, a kitchen or "cooking room" adjoined the lunchroom, and to its
wes, whet |ater became the teachers lounge wes the amdl sawing room. South acrossthe hdl inthis
mid-saction were (and still are) five utilitarian goeces The boys shower and locker room & the eet
ad hes log itslockers, but much of theold plumbing remains as part of today'sjanitorial goece

Nearby isanarow dorage dosat that wes labded on the plans as ajanitor's doset. The school
achives are presently gored on shdvesin the next goeoe wherethe word "fuel” on the architect's plans
uggedts thet the cod bin wes probably located. Next isthe "boiler room,” till the present-day furnace
room, with itsown outsde entrance. Finally, the westemmaodgt goeoe south of the corridor iscurrently a
kitchen, occupying the former girls locker and shower room. In the Sorage goeces and furnace room,
conddereble aress of brick wall and someframing dements are exposed-perhgps the only surviving
demants of the origind 1871 Butler Schodl that have not bean covered by later congtruction.

It isnot entirdy dear from the 1920s plans whether the reer interior sairway, located north of the
centrd corridor acrossfrom the gymnasum and adjacant to the north Sde entrance, occupies part of the
origina Butler building, or whether it was condructed in anew connecting Soece batween that ad the
gym. Thegymnasum, more properly caled the gymnasum/auditorium, projects by afew feet north
and west of the rear wall of this connecting goece Thegym islabded "assambly hall" ontheorigind
plans which dso cdl for it to have amgpefloor, metd ceiling, and "amooth terra cottawalls' with
dedo. Thefloor and ceiling there are as specifled, but it isnot dear whether the terra cottawall
trestment was ever indtaled (See below). The dege & the south end wes taken out in 1959, but modt of
its woodwork and Sde anterooms are till intact (Photo 10).

Bdow the gym, in the goece that islabded Smply "unexcavaied” in the origina plans there isnow a
full ground story, with aconcrete floor poured in 1936 and wells and cellings thet werefinishedas part
of aWorks Progress Adminidration project during the Greast Depression.  Even before thefl oorwes
ingtdled, the unfinished goece hareweas used as assoondary playroom and indoor ahletic area Inthe
late 20* and early 21" centuries, it houssd the sthod cafeteriain the south part, and amusic room ad
at room on the north.

(continued)
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Interior detailing.

The schod retains acondderable amount of itsorigind 1928 interior detal and materids, forming an
important record of schodl architecture characteridtic of the 1920s Mapleflooringand presssd-mead
calings are present, nat just in the gym, but throughout the main first- and sscond-gtory rooms and
hdlways Thewide gars and corridors, which mede quick evacuation of the building possble, were
congdered importantfire-saf etyfeatures, representing aved improvement over the old Butler building.
Schod reports of the time o meke nate of the up-to-dete "fire screening” in the corridors, asydem of
fireproof dividerswhich remaintoday. Although the double doors themsdves have bean replaced,
looking from west to eat (Photo 11) shows two sets of fi rescreening in the main centrd corridor—the
ore in the background endoses the front stairwell. The screening condds of meta-framed pands filled
with mulfiple panesof gassand apair of swinging metd doors which are do fitted with multiple
pares of gass. Some of the gassisthe "wire glass' typicd of the 1920s  Alsovisiblein the sare
photo are the eight-pane transoms above thefirst-storydassoom doors that were an important source
of arass ventilation.

The architect's specifications cdled for narrow-board madefl oorsthroughout the first and ssoond
dories aswedl a for metd cellings and plager walls with wood-sheethed dados even bdow the
blackboards  The sheathing was probably the inexpendve tongue-and-groove type that was ubiquitous
in public buildings of the 1920s Today, mog rooms still have chair rails, but the dedos gopear to be
plager. The amplewood besdboards bdow them, however, are largdy intact. Blackboards, which in
mog dassooms cover two walls, were desgned to have wooden chdk trays with amolding dong the
edge Mog of these have been replaced, but the origind chalk trays remain in Rooms 217, 301, 302,
3038 and 309.

The large dassooms were al built with acombination of wooden shelving and cebinet goece aooss
one end, and modt of them retain & leest some pats of thosefeatures. The 1926 plans refer to "patent”
wardrobes' by JF. Farhurst & Son, implying that some of the dorage facilities were prefabricated
units. The mod intact dassoom end wall gopears to be the west wall in the origina sscond-floor
chemidry/physcs lab (room #303 today) south of the main corridor. There, ahigh unit of shelves over
an ensambleof drawers and cabingts with recessed-pand doors iscompletdy intact, including the
origind hardware Bedde it isthe built-in double fume hood, which now houses two computer
monitors. Thisunit indudesthe originad upward-diding doors for the hood, and cabinets bdow (s
Photo 12). As with other interior dements, some of theflushwood doors to the dassooms all of
which have alarge square glasslight in the top section, gopear to be original, and many are hung on the
origind hinges.

(continued)
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In the gymnasum (Photo 10), the walls are dad to aheight of about 6 Vi feet in tongue-and-groove,
unbeedad sheathing, rather than with terra cotta as origindly specified. The upper wall surfaceis
painted brick. The eest wall of the gym is drengthened by four widdly soeoed brick pilagters. At the
south end, athough the 1959 removd of the auditorium dageleft alarge dcove thet is now usd for
dorage, other festuresfrom the daysof auditorium use of this goece ae still present. The Sage opening
hes amolded, dasscd surround with a prominent wooden cornice running the length of thedcove To
ather d9de of the dage opening are the doors to the two anterooms

The arangement of the besament Sory hes bean destribed ebove The amdl utilitarian goeces south of
the corridor have avariety of period doors, including one with two plywood recessed pands, another
with agrated vent in the bottom pand, and, at the furnace room, adoor with three glass penes over
three pands—d| of them typical of the 1920s The ground sory under the gym was entirdly dtered in
the late 20* century with the ingallation of an acoudic tile celling and low concrete-block walls
spading the south cafeteria goece from acentrd pessege leading to the reer exit. North of the
pess=ge, behind apartition wall, are two rooms for music and art dass=s

Aswith itsarchitecturd trim details, the building contains anumber of rare surviving origina objects
fromthe 1920s A large iron sefe (Magp #7) islocated in the original sock room in the Principal’s
Office, and onthe northwall of thet office goaceisthe control pand for the building's intercom system.
(Photo 13). Besde itisaca 1960 meder clock, areplacement for the origina that, according to the
19728 Superintendent's report, ran al "the program bells, both indde and outsde” The mad lockers
(Map #10) ingdled in the corridorsin 1954 "to relieve, to some degree, the crowded wardrobe
condition” a0 dateto the period of ggnificance” On the northwall of the main entry stairwel, a
bronze plaque (Map #9), gpproximately 14 by 20 inches, is probebly the "bronze tabl ef listed for $122
in thefinal building expansesin the annua 1928 schodl report. 1t reeds somewhat ineccuratdy:

GROTON HIGH SCHOOL

Thisbuilding eeded in 1928
on the ste of
The dd Butler High Sohod
(Built in 1870)
Wes meck possble by
the ganraus contributions of
the atizens of the town.

Education is the dragih
of a free pagde

? Repart of the Sohod Committes, 1954. 2.
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Archaeological Decription

While no pre-Contect period Native American Stes are recorded on the Groton High Schod property or in
the genard area(within one mile), dtesmay be present. Environmentd characteridics of the area represant
locationd criteria (dope, soil drainage, proximity to wetlands) that are favorablefor the presanoe of Native
American dtes. Mog of the property iswell drained, and occupies leve to moderatdy doping topography
within 1,000 feet of wetlands The heedwatears of James Brook, atributary of the Neshua River are located
weg of the Groton High School and umamed dreams to the northeest. A amdl wetland arealis a0
located in the rear portion of the nominated parcd. The areallies within the NashuaMerrimack River
drainage  Given the above information, the 9ze of the parcd (3.9 acres), higoric land use and the
availability of wooded open goecein the west and southwest part of the parcd, amodaate potentid exigs
for locating pre-Contact period Native American resources on the property.

There isahigh potentia for locating historic archaeological resources on the Groton High Schoadl property.
The sthod wes condructed on the Ste of an 18*-cantury house, which was moved ashort digance south
on Main Strest. Additiona documentary ressarch, combined with archeeological survey and testing, mey
locate gtructurd evidence from this house and rdated barnsand outbuildings. Archaeologicd evidance of
occupationd-related fegtures (trash pits, privies, wdls) rdated to the 18*-century house might d<o exig.

Structurd evidence and occupationd-related festures may dso survive from the origina condruction of the
Butler Schoal, built in 1871. Portions of the basament outer wdls and interior framing from the 1871
Butler Schod were salvaged and incorporated into the Groton High Schodl built in 1928, Documentary
evidence ad archaeological testing mey identify which portions of the earlier Butler School foundation
were reused in the congtruction of the Groton School, and which aresswere new condruction. Structurd
evidence of gablesand outbuildings and evidence of occupationd-rdated festures assodated with both the
Butler and Groton Schoadls may dso survive. Occupationd-reated feetures might be redtricted to trash
aess and dhed refuse patterns.

(end)
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8. SIGNIFICANCE

The former Groton High School meats Criterion A of the Nationd Regider a the locd levd for its
prominet rolein providing sscondary public education to dudents in the town of Groton, in two
uococessve buildings, for over 0 years Mogt of the building today condgts of the 1928 Colonid
Revivd high schod that met the urgent nesdsfor expanded goeoe, improved safety, and upgraded
educationd facilitiesat the Butler Schodl, built to house the High Schodl in 1871, Portions of the
ahdl of thet earlier Mansard-roofed building still form part of the Sructure, contributing to a
continuum of community development that begen in the early daysof higher public education in
Groton and ended with the regiond high schod movemeant of theearly 1960s  During that time,
through itsevolving curriculum, varied uses and dterations in phydsca arangements the high
school embodied changing educationd  philosophies, while reflecting agpedts of daily life and
culture in Groton and the wider region over saverd higtoric periods. Among the mgjor events ad
devdopmeant paterns illuminated by the schood were the effects of two world wars the Great
Depresson, and the podwer climateof the late 1940s and 1950s

The schod meds Criterion C as awell presarved example of 1920s Colonid Revivd scholadic
architecture and as an outdtanding illustration of the work of architects Siephen W. Haynes ad
Harold Mason during the decade of their partnership between 1921 and the early 1930s The
building is one of the key dructures and focad points dong Main Street in Groton Center, ad
relans integrity of setting, location, design, materids, workmanship, fegling, and asociation.

Background and early higory

Thetown of Groton isthe oldest of the thirteen communities that meke up the northwest pert of
Middlesex Courty. It wes founded as aplantation in 1655 on what wes still the wesern frontier of
the Massechuseits Bay Colony, and remained aremote outpost through the end of the 17+ century.
The town was burned and abandoned during King Philip's War of 1675-1676, but forty families
hed resdtled there by 1680. The lagt violence betwean the English colonigts and Native
Americanstook place in the 1720s and, after 1730, the community grew rapidly in population,
becoming a progperous agricultura town by the gart of the Revolutionary Wer. In the early 19*
century, the main thoroughfare through the town center wiss lined with the homesof merchants,
doctors, lawvyers, and other well-to-do professonds. The presance of a wdl-educated core of
resdents contributed to awidespreed, long-term awareness of the importance of high qudity
public education, in addition to providing anaturad home for one of the earlies mgjor private
seoondary shodls in the region, the 1793 Groton Acadamy (later renamed Lawrence Academy).

By the 18305 factoriesdevdoped in the west part of the Groton dong the Nashua River, and in
1848 two railroads were built through the town. Magor industry never came to Groton Canter;
however, dthough busy through-traffic dong Main Sregt (part of the Grest Roed northwest from

(continued)
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Middlesex County to New Hampshire) continued to support anumber of taverns and other
commeadd egeblishments  Through the Civil War years, the town center and the Main Stret
corridor continued as the town's primary concentration of resdentid, ingtitutiona, and commercid
buildings, with Lanrence Acadamy, three churches the 1859 Town House, saverd dores a handful
of innsand taverns, and rows of stylish resdences some of them on large lots and edates

Public education in Groton

During the town's first two centuries, the devdopment of public education in Groton followed a
typicd New England pattern. 1n 1681, the sHectmen of the resettled community were charged to
"take care that there be aschoal, or college, of learning of children the Englishtongue toreed.” ' In
1715, the townspeople voted to convert the ssoond medinghouse a the corner of Schod and Hallis
Sreets to atown schodl. To sarvethe outlying ssctionsof town, through the 18¢ century Groton
followed the "squadron” sysem, with the teacher (or teechers) conducting schodl in sequence a
different locations, some of them private homes  Under the squedron system, eech neighborhood
asumed respong bility for the schooling of its children, schod terms were short, and both ingtruction
and facilitieswere highly uneven in qudity. 1n 1805, the town adopted the district system, whereby
the larger community joined with the property owners in eech didtrict, providing Town Mesting
gppropriations to hdp support first twelve, and later fourteen, one-room district schools

While the digtrict sygem lagted through the end of the 19* century, it provided only bedc
ingruction. With the exception of the sons of wedthier families, some of whom atended private
acadamies such as Lawrence Acadamy, and later the 1834 Groton School, most dudents ended their
forma education by the time they were fourteen. By the 18405 under the influence of Horace Mann
and others, arobug dlimate for educationd reform in Massachusatts began to advocate publicly
funded sscondary education throughout the commornwedlth. Some communities voluntarily
edablished smdl public high schodls in the late 1840s and 18505 and in 1860 the Massachusdtts
legidature pessed alaw requiring every town in the gatewith 500 or more houssholdsto maintain a
schod of higher education. That school was to provide ingtructionin history, geometry, chemidry,
botany, Latin, and civics, as well as in bookkeeping, surveying, and "naturd philosophy.”

Egablishment of Groton High School

After sevard years of dabate & Town Meeting and in the community & large, Groton esablished a
high schod afew months before the 1830 gate law was passad. The Town House, which hed been
dedgnad to indude goece for the anticipated secondary school, was completed in 1859, and on
Decamba 5 of that year, the first town high school was opened on the building's ground floor.
Ssocondary-levd dasseswere hed in the Town House for the next decede, followed by abrief
interlude in 1870 when, due to repairs to the building, they were held in rooms over Charles
Gerrigh's dore aooss the dreet.

(continued)

' VirginiaMay, Graton Tacatenary. 16551966, (Groton, 1955). 26.
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In the beginning, attendance was small, and the high schodl occupied only one room. There was one
mde teecher who filled the role of both ingtructor and adminigtrator.  (The term "Principa" wasnot
usd initialy.) Annud appropriations for the high schod program in the early years were between $500
and $600.

The Civil Wa caused adisruption in the devdopment of the high school, with some dudents, as
well as the first two teachers, enligting in the amed forces. The first heed of the school, GeorgelL.
Smdley, wes killed in belJlein 1862 The School Committee refused to rdeese the second, BEdmund
W. Nuitter, during the spring term that same year, but when the term ended he resgned his post ad
joined the Union Army. The shortage of meae teechers combined with limited wartime budges
through 1866, led to the hiring in 1865 of the school's first femde teecher. Miss Addie Woodward,
a asday much lower than men could command.

The Butler School. 1871-1928

Through 1870, enrollment in the high schoadl fluctuated between 20 and 44 sudents. The number
ws large enough to justify the 1870 Town Meseting's gpprova of over $30,000 for the condruction
of a new schod building which would house both the high schodl and the Didtrict #1 (town center)
school. The architect for the three-story brick, date-roofed. Ssoond Empire/Victorian Gothic
building wes Henry M. Francis, who hed designed the recent renovations to the Town House
Frands (1836-1908), agraduete of Lanrence Acadamy, hed opaned his architectura prectice in
Fitchburg in 1868 and went on to design over 30 schod buildings during his prolific caresr. The
principa meson was J.B. Smith, (whose ensuing lawalit with the town somewhat ddayed
completion), ad the generd  contractor, carpenter, and roofer wes locd builder Benjamin F.
Hartwell. The schod was condructed on the Ste of an 18*-century house which was moved a hort
digance south on Main Street.

J prior to the school's congruction, Groton began the processof abolishing the district sydem and
moving to centraized, graded schools. When the town of Ayer wes st off in 1871, and Groton's
population fell bdow 500 households, however, new controversy ensued over how the varioustown
schodls should be organized and supported. Many taxpayers hed gpposad the high schoal, or & leest
the expense of the 1871 condruction project, and it wes deer that the cogt would be best justified if
the building could serve multiple purposes  Debate continued, and for atwo-year period from 1871
to 1873, Town Reports record no gppropriation & dl for the high schod program. Findly, the new
building, nemed the Butler School in honor of the long-time town higtorian and Town Clerk, Cdeb
Butler, opened for dassesin the fall of 1873 with rooms occupied nat just by the high school, but
a0 by an intermediate school and the Didtrict #1 primary school. For atime, the term "high
schodl" wes dropped infavor of “"grammer school,” meaning aschod of higher learning for the
older, more advancaed students.

The building, officially desgnated the Butler Schodl by Town Medting in 1874, aso housd a

(continued)
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unique ingitution that operated there from 1874 through about 1890. Thisweas atown-wide "snging
schoal" for both children and adults that received its own gppropriation of $300 ayear. It hed two
teachers and was hdd in alarge goeoe on the third floor cdled Music Hall, which was finished for
the purpose in 1874.

Having falen briefly to alow of 19 dudents, onceingdled in the new building the high schodl
enrollment rapidly rose to 35. The schodl gppropriaion in 1873 was $2,700; in 1875 it topped $5,000.
The curriculum expanded, ingtruction in drawing became avdued pat of the course of Sudy, ad in
1877 Latin was added.  Although enrollment continued to fluctuate through the end of the 1870s by
the fall term in 1880 the staff was incressad to two teechersin addition to the heed teecher. In 1881
the Schod Committee wess officially calling the schodl the Groton High School, and begen to publish
both gandardsfor admission and the course of sudy in the annud town report. By then the commiittee
induded Georgianna Boutwell, whose father, former Massachusetts Governor George S Boutwe | hed
baan apowerful influencefor establishing the high school, and hed himself sarved on the Schoal
Committeefor many years. In her datemeant for the 1883-84 town report. MissBoutwel wrote thet,
dthough the schod hed first bean cdled the Grammar Schoal, "more recently and properly” it wes
now to be known &s Groton High School.

The new name mey have reawakened locd opposition to ahigh school, however, and enrollment
plummeted to alow of 13 in 1883, Under anew heed teecher, Charles H. Howe (the seventeanth in
the pod, and the first to gay longer than three years), the numbars soon recovered, however, reeching
49 dudentsin the spring of 1835, The Schod Committeg's annud report for that yeear, noting thet
public high stchodl education in Groton hed reeched its 25* anniversary, clarified some of itsgoels
Ore wes that the high schodl should prepare some dudentsto trandfer to Lawrence Academy; ancther
waes that eech pupil receiving adiploma should be compeaent to pess the entrance examsfor the date
norma sthoals i.e. teacher-training colleges More stahility came under the next heed teecher (now
increesangly cdled the Principal), John H. Manning, who heeded the schod for nearly 25 years from
1887 to 1912. During histenure, the enrollment steedily grew, reeching ahigh of 8 in 1906-1907.

Asearly a5 1890, however, the Butler building wes beginning to show itsege  1n 1891, funding was
goproved for magjor improvements to the heeting and ventilating sysems which hed given problems
from the gart. 1n 1896, the same year that the office of the Superintendent of Schoadls wes arested, the
weler a the stchod wes andyzed by the Board of Hedth and found unfit to drink. The taxpayers were
routinely asked to fund coglly repairs. Asthe new cantury goproeched, both the Schod Committee
and the Superintendent began to argue that the building, which by then sarved over 80 dudents should
be enlarged or replaced.

A committee wes gppointed in 1901 to look into apossble ste for anew high schoal. Its mambers
inquired whether Lawrence Acadamy would be wilting to leege or sdl the town ane of its buildings,
with someland around it, but the ecadamy was not receptive tothe ideas. The committee then looked
a apropety on nearby Hollis Street, and presanted aproposal for $20,000-23,000 to purchesethe land
and build aschod there. Thistime it was Town Meeting that weas not receptive, and action on the plan

(continued)
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waes indefinitely postponed. 1n 1903, locd resdent Lanrence Brooks offered an incentive of 25% of
the cog of a naw high schodl, but his terms, which indluded hiring afirg-rate architect for a gdate-of-
the-art building, resulted in aproposd for a$42,000 school, which again failed to win gpprove a
Town Medting. Even a 1904 proposd for aamdl four-room schodl that would relieve the increesingly
crowded conditions a Butler was rgected by the towngpeople

While hope for anew high school recedad for severd yearsin the light of other community concans

the Schod Committee continued to reorganize the divisions of ingruction &t the high schod and to press
for some relief to the conditions in the building. In 1911, they urged that the Butler School, which hed
continued to house somedementary grades (a legecy from the old Schodl #1), be ussd exclusvely by
the high school. Their recommendation was nat followed, however, and for severd more yearsthe high
schod continued to sharethe building with sudentsin the lower gredes

Through the tum of the 20* century, high schod métters took aback st to the urgent mandate to credte
gradad stchodls - aproposa that indluded consolidating and ultimately dosing the lagt of the digtrict
schools Asareault, school congruction plans turned to building centrdized facilities for the younger
gades raher than the high school. The congruction of the new Tarbdl Schodl in West Groton in 1914
dleviated some of the pressures on the dlder buildings et the town center. The Butler Schoal's
companion & the canter, the Chaplin School, hed baan built in 1839 on the Ste of the early 18 century
schod a Schod and Hallis Strets & the very beginning of the shift away from the district sysem.
Chaplin was in worse shgpe then the Butler schoal, and it dossd when asecond new centrdized
demeatary school, the Boutwell School, was built on Hollis Sreet in 1915.

Condructing two new town schoals in the goece of three years, dong with some mgjor invesmeantsin
roed improvements, hed greatly taxed the town's resources, and athough many locd ditizens continued
to argue that anew high schoal wes dso urgently nesded, for the next decade improvemants & the
soondary levd condged largdly of expansonsin the curriculum and minor repairs to the Butler
building.

In 1915, with the opening of the Boutwell and Tarbdll sthods the dementary gradeswerefinally
removed from the Butler schodl building. In the words of Schod Committee charman Henry Gay, that
sgnificant change left "more room for the carrying on of thework of the high school.” Commercid
ocoursss hed been en important part of the high schod curriculum snce 1900, and in 1915 the whole
commerda department, typewritersand all, was moved from the stuffy third floor down to thefirst
floor. 1915 ds0 marked the introduction into the high schodl curriculum of manud training and
domedtic sdence, which condged largely of cooking and food menagement.

Snoe 1902, the practical artsat al grede leves of the Groton schodls hed included aschool gardens
program, which undoubtedly provided some of the food for the domestic sdence dasses The sthod
gardens which condged of amdl plots a various locations around town, recaved regular Town
Meeting gppropriations. They were expertly heedaed by a sriesof young women from the Lowthorpe

(continued)
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Schoal, the pioneering landscgpe desgn and horticulture schod for women which weas founded in 1901
a 14 Main Strest, down the road from the high school. While the Sudents regularly won prizes &
agriculturd fairsfor the products of their gardens, the Schod Committee chairman wes careful to point
out that the gardening program "should be judged by itsreturns &s an educational as4t, rather then by its
resuits in the production of crops

Ingruction in the artswas dso an important part of the prevailing educationa philosophy of the time,
and public regard for their place in awdl-rounded curriculum may have reeched a pesk in the years
prior to 1920. Music and drawing hed become individua departmentswithin the high school, heeded
by supervisors who aso ran programs in other schodl sysems Asthe 1917 report by the Supervisor of
Drawing explained, five branches of drawing were taught & the high-school  levd—representative
drawing, illugtrative drawing, desgn for practica projects, working drawings, and drawing for indugtrid
production.

In addition to dhangesin educationa philosophy, events & the regiond, national, and world leves d<o
dhgped what took place a the high schodl & any given time, and their influence extended to attitudes
regarding the building itself The sthodl year of 1918 was rocked by the widespreed influenza
epidamic, and the high schodl actudly dosed for severd weeks during the winter term. World Wer |
quickly dtered atitudes toward some agpedts of education, and school adminidrators cited many lessons
leamed from it thet, in the words of the Groton Superintendent, showed "wherein our public schodls
havefadled." Thewar's effects on the high schod were as immediate and tangible &s the loss of some
dudents ad teechers to the European front, the banishing of Gamean language ingtruction from the
curriculum, and the manufacture of tables and chairs for military camps by the manud training dessss
Other resulits were longer lagting.  Acarass the country, the war expearience raissd concarn about the
phydcd fitness of American youth, their ignorance of the English language, their "disregard of thrift,"
and thar lack of knowledge of civic ideds and duties The Graton School Committee and High Schod
adminigration did their begt to addressall of thoseissues The nesd to expand physicd education & the
high schod leve inspired arguments for agymnasum, and for atime the Groton School dlowed the
high schod to use the gymnasum there. In 1921, both en introductory course in economics and a dass
in "office practice’ were added to the curriculum.  Schod assamblies became increesingly important as
atraining ground for citizenship, and the lack of an auditorium where the growing schoo community
could gather wes seen as a seriousflaw of the Butler building.

Once dl but one of the district schodls hed bean dosad, the new Boutwell Schoadl quickly became

overcrowded. In 1920, the Schodl Commiittee returned the 7+ and 8¢ gradesto the Butler school

building and continued to put forth arguments for anew or enlarged high school.  Asof 1922, totd

enrollment & Butler hed pessed 100, half of which wes accounted for by the 7+ and 8 gradesrather

than the high schodl. The town invested in upgradesin plumbing, lighting, ventilation, and equipment

for the building, but it wes increesngly dear that what wes nesded mogt was more pece Clifford S
(continued)

Anmnud Repart of the Schod Committes 1915, 4,5.
Amud Repart of the Supaintendat of Sdhods 1919 125



NPS Form 10-900 OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(Rev, 10-90)

United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheat Groton High Sthool
Groton (Middles=x), MA
Section number 8 Page 7

Griswold, who as Schoodl Committee chairman Soesrheeded the rguvenated campaign for anew high
schod through the early 19205 put it succinctly in his 1923 committee report: "An adeguete building
mears sufficient room for al now in atendance and likely for many years, roomy corridors and gairs of
ey gradient to dlow prompt movement of dassesand to lessen firerisk; properly desgned

laboratories and work rooms for the dassesin the sdences, manud training, sewing, mudc, ec.; alage
assamiy hdl for physica culture, school exhibitions, prize gpesking contests, concarts, graduations,
etc."

The next year. Town Mesting gppointed acommittee to invesigate the need for anew high schod
building, and the School Committee grew ever more specificinits arguments, adding aschod library to
the lig of the "three essentids of a modern high schodl building,” dong with an assambly hdl and a
gymnasum. A new podition of Director of Physcd Education hed bean aregted, and a year-round
goorts program that would include both outdoor and indoor basketbdl, in particular, was conddered a
necessity a the high schodl level. The investigating committee, reporting in the summer of 1925, found
that the enrollment a Butler had grown from 70 to 167 pupils infiveyears and that therewas indead a
ned for anew building. Thisweas expedidly true Snce the adminigtration, recognizing that the seventh
and eighth gradeswere thereto day, had reorganized the indtitution into whet they called a"sx-year
high schoal," with an integrated schedule and acommon curriculum and teeching staff for dl Sx grades

The investigating committee's findings were bolsered by acatayzing event that took placejust a wesk
beforetheir 1925 report was rdessad. On Augud 18, afire broke out on the third dory of the Butler
building, heavily damaging two dassooms located there. While the damege wess quickly repaired ad
the fall term opaned only awesk late, the sefety of the old building, which hed only one dep interior
dairway and now hed four dassrooms on the top floor, became of primary concern. A Schod Building
Committee was convened in the fall and was charged with recommending not whether anew schod wes
nesded, but whether it should be built new or as an enlargament and remodeling of the existing one

The committee puraued the idea of a new building, but it literaly went back to the drawing board when
plans solicited from architect William Upham of Norwood turned out to be far more expendve to build
than anticipated. The frudtrated Building Committee then turned to the Fitchburg architecturd firm of
Haynes & Mason to draw up plans that would utilize & leest some parts of the exigting sructure. More
financially feedble than the Upham plans the Haynes & Mason design induded the addition of a
gymnasum wing aoossthe rear, ad alarge addition with multiple dassooms acrassthe front of the
exiging Butler building. A late November goecid town mesting, however, blocked the borrowing of
money for the project, citing the nesd to pey off the daat on some road congruction first. The year 1927
opered with atown mesting warrant that included only a mudhreduced proposd to fund repairs a the
Butler School. Chairman Griswold, who hed anticipated that kegping even some of the old building

(continued)

" Amnud Repart of the Schod Commiittes, 1923, 130.
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might goped to the sentiments of the townspeople, wes dearly exasperated.  In January 1927 he wrote,
"It isadrange confusion of vadues for a people to put road improvement before the education, the hedth
and pahgps the vary livesof their children.” And dsawherein his report, "The Butler schoal building
isafiretrgp and cannot be otherwise without radica dhangesinvolving the removd of the upper story.™

Fortunatdly, those "redica changes' were about to come to pessin aquite unexpected manne—through
the beneficence of the heedmedter of the Groton School. At the February 1927 Annud Town Mesting,
Rev. Endicott Pesbody, the schoal's founder and longtime heedmedter, offered to contribute $5,000
toward anew town high school. He suggested that adoor-to-door solicitation should be adle to raise
$25,000 in private donations, a prophecy that was more then fulfilled when, by dJune 15, Groton
townspeople hed matched his offer with pledgestotaling $36,500. At aSpeda Town Meeting on thet
dete, in anearly unanimous vote, the Town gppropriated $100,000, of which $30,000 wes to be from
gifts and donations "for the purpose of rebuilding the presant High Schodl building and building
additionsto sad building."»

Groton High School, 1928-1962

The condruction plans were dready in hand, and once the funding was gppropriated, work on the new
school progressed rapidly. At the dedication of the cormnergone, it wes noted that, one way or ancther,
contributionstoward the project represented adear mgjority of dl the resdents of Groton. The Butler
building wes vecated, and for the 1928 ecedamic year the dudants were rdocated to makeshift
dasyoomsin the old Chaplin Schod (which in 1919 hed becomethe American Legion Hall), the
Grange Hdl on Champney Stredt, the Odd Fdlows Hall on Station Avenue, and even to a ban
bdonging to the Town Clerk, Fred Carpenter.  The curriculum wes curtailed somewnhet during the
condruction yeear, as dassesinmanud training and drawing hed to be sugpended. In January 1928,
expressing his satisfaction that the new schod wes "of an architecture atractive enough to draw the
admiring attention of the most casud passarby,” aweary Schod Commiittee Chairman Griswvold
announoed hiswel-earmed retirement™.

In the end, it gopears that mod of what wes selvaged from the 1871 Butler building condged of the
besamat and some portions of the outer walls and interior frame.  The front portico, bell towers and the
mansard-roofed third dory were removed, as were interior partitions. A wide new dassoom wing, with a
full besement and acentra Stairway, wes built acrossthe front of the old school, and a combined
gymnasium/auditorium, with asscond gtairhall, were added a the rear. The old fioor plan of the man
two-gtory center section of the Butler building wes revisad with new dassooms, asmadl library, aphyscs
ad chemidry lab, and awide centrd hdlway a each fioor. Charles L. Curtis 1928 School
Superintendent's report listed the highlights of the new school: "It contains six large home rooms, a Sudy
hdl with adjoining library, together accommodating 86 pupils, two smdler recitation rooms, a combined
physics and chemidry laboratory . . . cooking room and kitchen, a sawing room, atypewriting room, a
(continued)

N Amud Repart of the Schod Committeg, 1996, 136,
"Annud Repart ofthe Toawn of Graton, 1927. 31.
' Repart of the Chaiimen of the Schod Committes, 1928, 157,



NPS Form 10-900 OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(Rev. 10-90)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet Groton High Schod

Groton (Middles=), MA
Section number 8 Page 9

large manud training room with sock room, acafeteria lunch room, an auditorium-gymnasium, sedting
450 parsons with gage and anterooms, a sub-gymnasum or play room with earthen fioor, teechers room,
ad adouble office with adjoining ock room."*

Haynes and Mason, the architects for the project, hed dreedy mede their mark across centrd and eestan
Massachusetts ss goecidids in the desgn of indtitutional buildings. Sigphen Wedey Haynes and Harold
E. Mason hed formed afull-service architecturd partnership in Fitchburgin 1922. Among the buildings
they hed desgned prior to the Groton High Schod were the Community Memoria Hospital in Ayer
(1925, NR); the Rome, Panen & Rame mercanttile block in Fitchburg; and the 1922 additionsand
renovations to the 1902 Ashby Town Offices.

During their tenryear partnership, the firm designed many schools, most of them in the Colonia or
Clasdca Revivd gyles, including the Testicket Schod (1928, NR) in Falmouth, where they o
desgned the Centrad Fre Stafion (1929, NR).

Sgohen Haynes (born 18932 in Leominger) lived to be 91 and hed along, prolific career After
completing his architectural education & the Bogon Architecturd Center, he wes adraughtsman for the
wdl-known firm of Pegbody & Steamnsin Bogon from 1912 to 1916, and for Allen & Callins from
1916 to 1918. He practiced indegpendently for afew yearsin Ftchburg before forming the partnership
with Harold Mason. Fromthe early 1930s when the partnership dissolved, until the mid-1960s, he
heeded his own firm under the neme of SW. Haynes and Assodiates While Hayness later work wes
quite varied and included houses commercid blocks, and a leest one lavish Art Deoo thester (the
Latchis Theater in Brattleboro, Vermont), according to his entry in The American Architects Dictionary,
he conddered his scholadtic buildingsto be his mogt important body of work. Hayness New Braintree
Grade Schod of the 1930sis ore of the earliest examples of the Art Modeme gyle in a Massschusdtts
schodl building. In the 19505 sthools he desgned indluded the Burbank Hospital Schoal of Nuraing in
Fitchburg and the first new schoal built by the town of Groton after World Wear 11, the 1951 Groton
Hementary Schod & 342 Main Strest.

Lessisknown about Harold Mason. After the partnership with Haynes was dissolved, he wert on to
desgn award for the Barngable County Hospital in Bourne in 1938, and the Barngtable County Jail and
Sheriffs Housg, both in Barngable

The large, up-to-date facilifies in the building thet weas now officially nemed Groton High School
provided aflexibility of usage that hed bean impossble in the old Butler building. Problems with the
hedting sygem were athing of the past, and both dassooms and laboratories were now filled with
naturd light from the ranges of large multipaned windows. Although its acoudics left something to be
degred, the long-awaited gymnas um/auditorium, which hed agage for both oratory and muscd ad
dramdtic productions, saw daily use The building was large enough to accommodate a curriculum with
three acadamic tracks ~ the college-preparatory Classcad Course, the Sodid Arts or Generd Course
(continued)

' Repart ofthe Supaintendat of Sdhods 1928 153150,
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(which could dso provide college preparation), and the Commerdd Course, which was now
increesangly caled avocationd track. After-school sudent dubs met throughout the building on
Thursday afternoons. Every pupil participated in aclub, and their changing topics refiected the
dudents interests over the decades before 1950. Thefirst dubs induded the predictable titles of
dramatic, schod newspgper ("The Tattler”), nature, camera, damp, and handicraft, as well as patheos
the less predictable topics of ges engine and home nursing.  As the 1930s progressed, orchedtra, public
goesking, gardening, woodworking, and intramura gports were added to the afternoon club activity.

The new schod hed alarge, well-equipped cafeteriaa the besament leve, where lunch wes sarved both
to dudents & the high school and to pupilsfrom the Boutwell School. The lunch sarvice wes daffed
initially by the locd chapter of the Red Cross, and was financialy supported by them for many years
Among the date-of-the-art amenities in the new building were a school-wide intercom sydem and a
meder dock that regulated the docks and bdlsin eech dassroom.

The schod library gpened with no books on itsshdves and the schodl grounds remained unlandscaped
for atime, but these conditionswere soon rectified.  Atfirst,there was only adirt floor in the besamat
goece bdow the gymnadum, but in 1936 the floor wes camanted to provide alunchtime play goece ad
agym areafor the 7 and 8th grades The work was one of mary federally funded locd projects
executed under the Works Project Adminigration during the Depression years. Other WPA
improvements induded amgjor outdoor drainage project thet involved regrading the land around the
building. Aspat of the last WPA work, in 1938 wdlsin the rear of the besamat were plagtered, ad
new doors and anew gairwell were put in. While & first the Schoo Committee noted thet there was
"no sufficient playground” a the schooal, in 1940 the beck part of the lot wasfloodedfor askating rink.

The schod curriculum and equipment continued to evolve over the years, reflecting changing
educationd philasophy, advancing technology, and dnangesin culture and society. Physical Education
bacame apamanat pat of the curriculum in 1937, ad in 1933 alimited pog-greduate program wes
addad to the three mgjor course arees. Movies and phonogrgph records first entered the dassoomiin
1940 and 1941 through giftsfrom graduating desses With the advant of the United States entry into
World Wear |1, both the course offerings and uses of the building changed. In 1941, civil defense
activities took place in the schoadl a leedt five nights awesk, requiring the employment of a ssoond
janitor. In 1942, in reponseto anation-wide cdl for public sarvice, both sudents and teechers took
first-aid dasses the manud training shop turned out dretchers for the front, and sewing dasses mece
bandeges bdts for air-raid wardens, ad first-aid kits. All the sudents collected scrgp metd, and many
volunteered for arplanewatch service. Aspat of a"Schoals & War' program, & the urging of the War
Depatmat sevad pre-induction desseswere offered, such as the three in the Fundamentds of
Electricity, Machines, and Radio. The war d<0 ingpired a new empheds on high-school mathematics

Aswith World War |, some sudents|eft school before graduation to enter the armed forces. When they

(continued)
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S=ious overcrowding continued into the 1970s & both the new high school and & thejunior high in the
former Groton High Schod building. A smdl amount of goeoewes freed up by removing the School
Superintendent's office, which hed bean located in the older building Snce the position wes aregted in
1896. But fiveof thetweve dassoomsdid not mest date square-footage sandards, and it wes dear
that thejunior high school would have to find anew home  Findly, in 1973, thanks partly to a revisd
dausin aschod digtrict agreemant between Groton and Dungable, Town Mesting wes eble to gpprove
abond issuefor an addition to the new high schodl building. That same year, the sixth grades were
moved to the besamant of the Tarbell School, dleviating some of the goece pressurein the 1928 schoal .
In duly 1975, the Groton school sysem officially became pat of the Groton-Dungtable Regiond Schod
Didtrict, and the combined high schodl wes renamed the Groton-Dungtable Regiona High School. The
wing & the new high school opened in November, alowing the building to house the Groton and
Dungable sudents from grades saven through twelve in acombined senior and junior high schodl & one
location.

The Preoott Schodl

With the onst of regiondization and the opening of thewing at the new high schooal, the old 1928
building a& 145 Main Stret was renamed the Colond William Prescott Schodl and became home to the
fifth and sixth gradesfor the next fourteen years In 1989, anew middle schoal wes built on the regiond
high schod campus, and plans to dose the Presooit School weere discussed. Groton's schodl-age
population was still escaating, however, and the building continued to sarve the upper dementary
grades through the turn of the 21*' century.

Both the 1962/1975 high school and the 1989 middle schodl besde it eventudly reeched cgpaaity, ad
in 2008 anaw $35 million Groton - Dungable Regional High Schodl apened on alarge campus on
Chicopee Row, southwest of the centter of town. The next yeer, the 1962 high schoal building wes
renovaed into assoond middle school. Middle Schoal North, and the 1989 middle schoodl became
Middle Schod South. Thet placed dl the fifth through eighth grades into atwo-building complex, ad
agan, plans were mede to dose the 1928 Presoott School. A Schod Facilities Task Force
recommended that anew dementary schod be built, and that, until then, the 1928 building should
continue to sarve the kindergarten through fourth grades, and that repairs and renovations be mede only
to sudain it until the new school opened.

Town Mesting gpproved funding for window replacament and roof repair, which were completed in
2005. After the devdopment of the Chicopee Row campus and of Middle Schoadls North and South, the
Presoott Schod again dhanged function. The school dosed in 2008, and the building is now utilized by
the schod didtrict for other educational purposes. School adminigtration offices now oocupy thetop
fioor, and two parent organizations use the rooms a the lower level, which isdso utilized for didtrict-
wide dorage. The Merrimack Spedid Education Collaborative lesses sevard of the main dassooms

A Presoott Schodl Presarvation Commiittee, formed in 2006 by schodl parentsinterested in presarving
the building, suoosaded in procuring Community Pressrvation Fundsfor placing the property on the
Nationd Regider. Listing in the Regiger will go along way toward instilling pride and raising

(continued)
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awaeaness agoss the community of the building's importance, both architecturaly, and in the
devdopmant of educetion in Groton.

Archaeological Significance

Snce pattens of pre-Contect period Native American settlement in Groton are poorly undersood, ay
surviving Stes could be significant. Native American dtesin this areamey contribute important
information thet identifies the role and importance of upland/interior Stesin generd, and the role Stes
aong tributary sreamsof the Nashua/Mearimack River drainege played in the local/regiona Nétive
bsdence and sttlemant sydems PreContact period dtesin this areacould be pat of alarger,
possbly seesond, settlement network of Stes besad dong the Nashua River, the Merrimack River o
pat of a goecidized adaptation to loca environments in the centrd Massachusatts uplands ad
Worcester Plateeu region.

Higtoric archaeological resources described above may contribute important information rdated to the
overd| higory of land use a the Groton High Schod property from the 18* through 20* centuries.
Documentary and archaeological resserch may contribute important information rdaed to the early
stlement of Groton and the higtory of education in the town. Additional historical reseerch, combined
with archaeologicd qurvey and testing, may locate the exact dte of the IS* century home that preceded
the 1871 Butler Schod on the nominated property. Smilar resserch mey determine the location of
barns outbuildings, and occupationd-rdated features assodated with the home and activities conducted
on the propearty. Careful mapping of sructurd remains found on the property and detailed andlyss of
the contents of occupationd-rdated features may contribute important information related to their
condruction dates and domestic/economic activitiesthat were conducted in and around the sructures
ad festures. Presumably the home was part of a farmatead; however, a presant, the type of agriculture
and husbendry that wes practiced remains unknown. Some type of cottage indudtry to supplement
farming may have d <0 bemn present.

Higtorical and archeeologicd research may a0 contribute important information rdated to educationd
pettens of landuse on the property. Documentary reseerch, combined with archaeologica survey ad
testing, mey identify which portions of the Butler Schod were reused in the later Groton High Schodl.
Similar research may a <o contribute information that identifies the location and function of outbuildings
on the property and their rdationship to the Butler School. Historical and archaeologicd  resserch mey
a0 determine whether any barms, stables, or outbuildings were usd after the Groton High Schod wes
buih.

(end)
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
Verbd Boundary Description

The boundaries of the former Groton High Schod property & 145 Main Stret, Groton are those recorded
and shown on Groton Assessor'sMep 113, Parad 43.

Boundary Justification
The property boundary indudesthe entire 3.9-acre parcd on which the building islocated.

(end)



NPS Fom 10900 OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(Rev. 1090

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet Groton High Schodl

Groton (Middlex), MA
Section number photos Page 1

PHOTOGRAPHS

Unless otherwise noted, al photogrephs by Anne Forbes, 2007.

5 X 7" photographs

Groton High School 145 Main Street, 1928: View southwedt, with man facede

Groton High School 145 Main Street, 1928™ View south-southwest

Groton High Schodl 145 Main Street, 1928: View north aong facede

Groton High School 145 Main Stredt, 1928: Man entry bey

Graton High Schoal 145 Main Strest, 1928: North eevation, center section

Groton High School 145 Main Street, 1928; View eedt with reer wall of gymnasum

Groton High Schodl 145 Main Stregt:  View west, with playing field and playground

Groton High Schod 145 Main Strest: Tercentenary sSgn, 1930

Groton High Schod 145 Main Street:  Utility shed, mid-20* century

10. Groton High Schodl 145 Main Street, 1928 Gymnasum, looking south toward former dage
11. Groton High Schod 145 Main Street, 1928 Main corridor, first story, looking eest

12. Groton High Schod 145 Main Siret, 1928 West wall of former chemidiry/physics lab, ssoond gory
13 Groton High Schoo 145 Main Siret:  Intercom control pand (1928) with ca 1980 meder dock
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Higorical images (photocopies)

A. Butler School. (Stereograph, courtesy of Groton Historica Society.)
B. "New High Schod Building," Groton School Report, 1928

C. "Sudett Body 1927-1928" Groton School Report, 1928.






®

Butler School, 1871. Stereopticon view, late 19™ century.
Groton Historical Society.
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusatts Historical Commissioii

Jenery 19, 2010 RECEIVED 2280

Mr. J. Paul Loether, Chief
Nationa Regiger of Historic Places JAN 222010
Depatment of thelnterior

Nationd Pak Service NAT.fteaieTEROF HSTORIC PLACES
1201 Eye Stregt, NW 8"'floor NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Washington, DC 20005
Dear Mr. Loether:
Endosad plessefind the following nomination form:
Groton High Schoal, 145 Main Stret, Groton (Middlesex), MA
The nomination hes been voted eligible by the Sate Review Board and hes beaen sgned by the
Sate Higtoric Preservation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State

Review Board consderation 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to commert.

A letter of support has been received.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg
Nationa Regiger Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

Endosure

cC. R Cunningham, Chair, Groton Board of Sdedimen
Alvin Cdllins, Graton Higtorica Commisson
Anme Forbes conaultant
Raymond Capes Chair, Groton Flanning Boerd

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachuseits 02125
(617) 727-8470. Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.sec.statema.usmhc
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TOWN OF GROTON

173 Main Street Board of Selectmen
Groton. Massachusetts 01450-1237
Tel: (978) 448-1111 Peter S. Cunningham, Chair
Fax (9784431115 GeorgeF. Dillon, Jr., Vice Chair

Jon L. Saadl, Clek
Mihran Keosaan

August 8. 2006

RECEIVED
Gammunty Resavaion Garnmitiee
R Mo e Juu 21 A5 .
Groton, MA 01450 MASS HIST. COVM

Dear Members;

At our megting on August 7, 2006, the Board of Sdectimen concurred to support
the Presoott Schodl Presarvation Commiittegs gpplication for Community Presarvation
Act funds to seoure funds for nomination in the Nationd Regidter for Historic Flaces

This is a wonderful opportunity for the Town of Groton and the Board fully
supports the Committee's quest in obtaining admission to the National Register of
Historic Places.

Snoady,
THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN

Pater S Cunningham, Chnir ihran Keoss6n, Member

George F. Dillon. Vice Chair



