FRV B :IBJILDING

MASSACHUSEHS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
80 BOYLSTON STREET
BOSTON, MA 02116

Phao {3'x3' or 3'x5', black ad
white) Indicate address of
goperty m bak of phato.

aple to left gde of form.

Skech Mgy Draw mgp romng property's location

In relation to nearet cross streets and/or

mhical features. Indicate all buildings

Inventoried propeaty and nearest
Intersectlon&s :
Indicate nort

SEE ATTACHED MAP

UM REFERENCE 19.4 17 640.4 90200

UGS QUADRANGIE.  Natick, Mass.
SCALE 1:25,000

AREA RV NO
n383

Newton, Mass. M.R.A.
Toan Newton (Aubumdale)
Address 68 Hancock Street
Historic Nare Aubumdale Gongregational
Church
Uss Present church

Origina c\ul*dh
DESCRIPTION
Date 1857
Source King's Handbook of Newton
Style  Romanesque
Architect Charles Edward Parker
Exterior Wal Fabric clapboard

Outbuildings r~anr'iagP har-n

Mga Alterations (with dates)
1878, 1892, 1950
Condition Very good

Moal 0 Dae
Acege over one acre (I-Z5 ocr”}

Setting suburban residential

Recorded by Bruce Femald
Organization Newton Historical Cartm
Dae 8/15/79; rev, bv H. mite 3/86



NATI NN REG STER (R TER A STATENENT (| f appl i cabl e)

The Aubumdal e Congregational Church i s one of the Boston area's
finest exanplesof a md-nineteenth century wooden, Rorranes?ue style
church. |t also hasimportant associationswith a [grou of nen who
in addition to founding the church were active infocal real estate
specul ation aind the viIIa?e's other major social forces, the Lasell
Femal e Semi nary (now Lasell Jr. College) andthe Wal ker M ssionary
Hones. Therefore the Aubundal e Congregational Church neets Criteria
A and Gof the National Register of Historic Places.

AHTEIUAN. SGNHOCNE Describe Inportant architectural featuresand eval uate interns of
other buildings wthin the coomunity.

Charles Edward Parkei **(?esi”e*(™ this church in the Romanesque
Revival style. Parker, who maintained a Boston office, was also
the architect for Williston and Barrett Halls at Amherst College (I1850)
and the town halls i n Easthanpton and Chicopee Massachusetts (1871).
Parker was al so responsible for the Shawwt Congregational 0>urch (1864)
in Boston. In 1857, the year that the Congregational C‘“urch was conpleted,
Parker married I|sabel Jennings,a graduate of the Lasell Sem nary, and
eventually aninstructor there. The Parkers own house was |located i n
Aubundal e at 7 Wlliston Road. A second Aubundal e building attributed
to Parker was the Church of the Messiah (1881).

The wood frame Auburndal e Congregational Church follows the basic
Federal meetinghouse form embellished with Romanesque-influenced omanent.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the
building relates to the development of the community.

The Aubundal e Evangelical Congregational Society was founded i n [850.
Among the 3™ founding nmenbers, were a group of nmen primarily respwisible
for the transformationof South Auburndale from a rural farmng village
into a prestigious commuter railroad suburb of Boston. The neighborhood
cane to be knov/n as "Saints' Rest" because of the nmany ministers, who
becane involved i nreal estate speculationupon their retirement from
the mnistry. Several of these nen who founded the church, were also
mpjor figures inthe organizationof two other important |ocal
institutions; the Lasell Female Seminary (later Lasell Junior College)
in 1851 andthe Wal ker M ssionary Hone I n 1868.

B Bl Q3 and/ or REFHENES

MF. Sweetser, King's Handbook of Newton (1887), p. 196.
SFE  Smth. History of Newton (1880).

Newt on Atlases: 1877+ 1886, 1895, 1907.

M ddl esex Registry of Deeds.

Aubundal e Congregational Church records.
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Architectural Significance:

The neetinghouse form consists of a two-story, gable end rectangul ar
block with a three-stage belfry. This was a dom nant church form
t hroughout suburban Boston during the 1850s. The choice of Ronanesque
decorative motifs was favored by church architects inthe Boston area
after 1850, particularly for Congregational churches. .

The steep, three-stage belfry termnates i na polygonal spire
clad inslate with a ball finial andw nd-vane. Each stage of the
bel fry contains Romanesque-inspired round headed wi ndows of varying
roportions. The topnmost stage of the belfry is open, with a

_riﬂle portal on each elevation. The portals are ftlanked bycol onnettes
with stiff |eaf caP!taIs. The spire rests on a broach with a clock
face on each elevation.

_ Ronmanesque omanent includes the round-headed w ndows of varying
size and placenent, and Romanesque moul di nc};s enpl oged t hroughout t'he
desi gn. oth lateral andraking eaves rest on corbelled com ces.

The main entrance i s centered onthe gabled street facade, with the
belfry offset tothe right. The entrance is set within a round,
conpound arched opening. A secondary entrance islocated onthe saath
el evation, andis set within a gabled porch with spiral col onnettes,
with cushion,iorocket.and stiff [eaf capitals. o .

A nunber of alterations have been nade t othe building. The spire
bl ew over and was rebuilt in 1862. Church records indicate thatthe
east end of the nave was extended by 21 feet in1878. The addition
carries .pilasters and corbelling andi s indistinguishable fromthe
original section of the building. A one-story chapel was added on
the ~east elevation in|878. . _

The omat e porch onthe south elevation was added circa |880Q
In addition to it sstubby spiral colonnettes, the porch has a roof
embel lished with dentil noulding at the eaves, anda gable field
with trefoil andaquatrefoil pierced designs.

In 1892 a second-story was added t othe chapel. The enlarged
chapel was designed i nthe Colonial Revival stklle. Interior renovations
to the church occurred in 1907, at which time the stained glass w ndows
V\g&edadded. I n 1950 a one-story wing east of the chapel was
adde

Another |ocal church designed by Charles Parker is the Evangeli cal
Baptist Church (1873) located at 23 Chapel Street i n Nonantum

Staple tolnventory form at bottoa
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Historic District
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Auburndale ConRreRational Church (Newton

MRA)
Middlesex County
MASSACHUSETTS \

resubmission

(m nomination by person or local government

e owner objection

e appeal
Substantive Review: CH sample

Reviewer's comments:

Nomination returned for:

* request

appeal

.technical corrections cited below

.substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership

Public Acquisition

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible?

7. Description

Condition

excellent I | deteriorated
O good CD ruins
[«fair unexposed

yes

Status
Accessible

no

Check one
unaltered
altered

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

CD summary paragraph
CD completeness

CZ clarity

| | alterations/integrity
| ldates

CD boundary selection

Working No. 7
Fed. Reg. Date / U_ 2 3 1% N
Date Due
Action:
.RETURN.
.REJECT_

Federal Agency:

CU NR decision

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
see continuation sheet

Present Use

Check one
CD original site

moved date.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

CD summary paragraph

CD completeness

CD clarity f
CD applicable criteria

CD justification of areas checked

CD relating significance to the resource

e context

CD relationship of integrity to significance

CD justification of exception

CD other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal traundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

[Z] Maps -
CD Photographs
« other

Questions concerning this nomination may \x directed to.

Signed Date

n.civ

Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet

GPO 91B-450



























Nev/ton, Mass, i SAL

64 Hancock Street, Auburndale

Aubumdale Congregational Jhurch
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