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19. History

Lowell Elementary School was built in 1916 in Highland
Park, at that time outside the Louisville city limits.
It was known as the East Highland Park School. Annexa-
tion of Highland Park and many areas of South Louisville
into the corporate city limits in the 1920s caused this
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18. building, and the gables are all supported by knee braces. The entry is arched with
double doors and a transom light. Small paired arched windows are located above. Paired
arched windows also flank the entry. All other windows are six—over-one and paired or
single. The basement-story windows are smaller with relieving arches. The ends of the
building are identical, each containing a large arched opening nearly the full height

of the building with paired doors on the ground level. Blind arched windows flank the
entrance. A cupola/bell tower is centered on the bulldlng. It is four sided with arched
openings supported by columns.

The 1931 section of the school faces Phillips Laneé and is connected to the older school by a
one-story corridor. It is also symmetrical with a two-and-one-half-story entry bay which

is three sided and has a hipped tile roof. Wide cement pilasters rise from the foundation
to the cornice with stylized cement panels just below the sectional cement cornice line.
Round windows are located on the third level of this bay, standard windows on the second

and paired doors on the first in each side of the three-sided bay. The flanking wings are
two story and the same cement pilasters between paired windows. On the end wings, which
are gabled, the cornice line contains decorative brickwork and windows are located only

on the first floor with large arch motifs in brick above.

19. and several other county schools to fall under Louisville Board of Education. For
several years, thereafter, the overcrowding of dchools in this area was a political

"hot potatoe'". Finally, in 1931, several new schools were built in the area. Additions
were also made to existing schools, as was the case with Lowell Elementary.

20.into an institutional design. The original section of the building is reminiscent of the
vernacular residential styles of this same period. It is intact including the only bell
tower on a public school building remaining in Louisville.

In 1931, when several new school buildings were constructed in the south end, nearly all
used the Art Deco style. Lowell Elementary is the finest example of these, and one of

the finest city wide. The unusual entry tower with cement pilasters, panels and cornice
with stylized motifs is typical of the style and well adapted here to an institutional use.

Combined, these two very different building styles compliment one another and are an integral
part of the development of Highland Park as a suburb of Louisville.

The buildings occupy City
Block 83K Lots 1 & 2. The
site contains the two build-
ings described herein and
surrounding lawn, with paved
areas to the rear,




