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1. Name of Property

historic name. North Brookfield Town House

ottier names/site number_ North Brookfield Town Hall

2. Location

street & number 185 North Main Street . not for publication
city or town North Brookfield vicinity
state  Massachusetts ,code_MA county Worcester code_Q22_ .Zip code 01535

3. State/FeHRral Agpnr.y Cprtlfir.afinn

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this E~omination
» request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties In the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
I"meets ¢ does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

* nationally » statewide Si'locally. (Q See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Brona Simon, State Archaeologist Date
Massachusetts Historical Commission, Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property « meets « does not meet the National Register cnteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

"nal Park Service Certification
I, here6y certify that this property is: Signature ofthe Keeper Date of Action
entered inthe National Register
» See continuation sheet.
» determined eligible for the
National Register
» See continuation sheet.
» determined not eligible for the
National Register
» removed from the
National Register
» other (explain):



North Brookfield Town House
Name of Property

5. Cla.ssificatinn
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
_ private _X building(s)
jx public-local _ district
_ public-State _ site
_ public-Federal _ structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing

(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions

(Enter categories from instructions)
GOVERNMENT/town hall, correction facility

COMMFRCF/TRADF/department .store

7. DeRcripfion
Architectural Classification

(Enter categories from instructions)

LATE VICTORIAN/Italianate
LATE VIGTQRIAN/SecQnd Empire

Narrative Description

Worcester, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.;

Contributing Noncontributing
A .building
sites
. structures
objects
Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

Q

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

GOVERNMFNT/tnwn hall police .station

Materials

(Enter categories from Instructions)

foundation BRICK

walls WOOD/weatherboard
BRICK

roof. ASPHAI T

other.

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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DESCRIPTION

LOCATION

The North Brookfield Town House is located in the village center of thetown of North Brookfield, Massachusetts
(population approximately 5,000). North Brookfield lies in south-centra Worcester County, which is dtuated in the
approximate center of the gate. Thetown iseghteen mileswest of the city of Worcester, the second largest city in New
England.

SITING AND TOPOGRAPHY

The North Brookfield Town House gandstall, and highly visible for al to sse a the corner of Main and Summer sreets
in the town center. Rising above this main intersection, its proud sixty-foot corner tower isamajor foca point on Main
Street. & in the center businessdistrict (Photo # 6), the town house gands among two-and-a-half and three-story. 19th
century commercid blocks, mogtly of wood congtruction. It isrdated to these surroundings in height, materiads, and st-
back, yet, it isdistinguished from them by its grester messand ornament and by the height of its corner tower. Typical of
other buildings inthe areg, the town house frontsdirectly on the sdewaks. At the back of the building, between the main
body of the building and the reer Iot line, isagace about 30" degp running the north-south length of the lot. That goaceis
partially occupied by arectangular brick el that wes added to the north end of the west Sde a about the sametime as the
original construction of the building.

Main Stredt, as it runs through the heart of thetown center, ismore or lesslevel. However, there isenough of a north-
south descent dong the Main Street feBade of the town house that an embankment was required to level out the access to
the main entrance on the southeest corner and to other entrances dong the front of the building (Photos# 1 & 6). The
gpproach to the main entrance of thetown house from the public sdewdk is by way of two granite gairs to aterraced
sdewdk that extends the length of the Main Strest feBade of the building. Marking the south perimeter of this terrece,
immediately to the left of the entrance, isacadt iron railing with acanthus-trimmed baugters, abroad, moulded handrail,
and avase-shaped newd pogt (Illugtration # 6, Photos # 1 & 2). The land fallsaway even more abruptly on the Summer
Strect feBade of the building. Thissharp change inleve dlowed for the creation of an above-grade basament gory for the
town house on its south and west Sdes (Photo # 2).

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

Exterior

Stylistically amixture of the French Sscond Empireand Itdianate styles, thisthree-and-a-haf-story, wood building hesa
dorinered, concave mansard, roof. The building is more or lessrectangular in plan. Because of its Situation on acorner

lot, boththe Main Street and Summer Street facades are tregted as mgjor facades. A magjor design dement of these two
facadesisthe sixty-foot tower a the southeast corner.

French Second Empiredements ssan here include pavilions on the main and south fafades, rusticated wall trestment,
comer quoins, string coursing, widefriezesand modillioned cornice & the eaves, the mansard roof and round-hesded
dormer windows flanked by scroll ornament. Many features of the Ssoond Empireand Itdianate Syles are
interchangeable; S0, with the exception of the mansard roof all of the Sscond Empire dements listed above could aso be
cdled Itdianate. A major Ssoond Empirefeature isthe ornamentd emphedis given to the area above the roof cornice and

(continued)
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to the skyline, especialy the concentration of decorative feetures above each pavilion. Elements associated more
specificaly with the Itdianate style are the labded, round-headed window hoods, the cornice-on-bracket window cegps,
and the cupola and lantern sections of the corner tower.

Windows are glazed mostly with double-hung, 66 and 4//4 replacement saeh. Simiilar in design to the originals, they are
not exact replicas. Each saeh contains a single pane of glass between wood interior muntinsand meta exterior muntins.
The large seeh are single-glazed with interior sorm pandsattached. Others are double-glazed. A frieze-cornice detail
that functions as astring cornice separating the first and ssoond gories extends around all but the hidden north faQade. A
watertable above the foundation aso encircles the building.

Main Facade

The main faBade, oriented to Main Street, congsts of adgpboarded, three-bay centra section flanked by pavilions on
either end. The pavilions are distinguished from the central section by their dight projection, their rusticated wood finish,
and by ornamentd quoins a their corners (Photos # 1 & 3). They are given further prominence by daborate decorative
features that rise above the roof cornice of each of them. Above the south pavilion risesthe emphetic corner tower. The
roof section of the north pavilion isaccented with an elaboratdy trimmed dormer window that gives it height and
distinction (Photos #1 & 3).

Tower Pavilion and Main Entrance

The two-bay tower pavilion contains the main entrance, the grand stairhall, and athird-floor office (Photos # | & 6). At
the ground floor leve, the main entrance occupies the centra section of the pavilion. 1t isflanked with wide, flat boards
a ether 9de that have a moulded-edged, dternating, tooth-like slhouette reminiscent of quoining on their outer edges
Above the doorway pessesa recessad ssgmeant of the samefrieze/cornice string course that encircles the building. The
doorway is recessed from the face of the building. At either Sde are panded reveds. A pair of modern glazed-top metd
doors surrounded by amodern transom and modern siddlights replace the original wood doors. A taller, wider pair of
panded wood doors, each with apair of arched glazed pands a the top, originally occupied this goace (Illustration # 3 ).
Above the doorframeis a large, recessed, round-arched fanlight with apanded reved. The face of the fanlight opening is
framed with awide arched moulding. Projecting from the center of the arch isatall keysone trimmed with avertica row
of bdl-sheped bosses The rudticated siding around the arch istregted as if they were the gone voussoirs of atrue arch.
At the third-floor leve of the tower pavilion above the entrance is apair of labded, hooded, round-heeded windows.
Caoped with labeled arched cornice on brackets, they correspond to an office a that location.

The three-stage upper section that rises above this pavilion emphasizesthe hierarchica importance of the main entrance.
S just above the roof cornice isarailing of turned bausers. Robud finials bresk the skylinea itscorners.  Rising from
afaceted, concave roof endased within the baludrade isan octagond belfry with round-arched openings. It is cgpped
with afaceted dome on top of which Sts an octagond lantern with afanciful, concave pesked roof The bell inthe belfry
was medeby E. A. and G. R. Menedy a the Wes Troy Bell Foundry in Wes Troy, New Y ork, and is marked with the
date 1863.

Central Section and North Pavilion
At the sdewdk level north of the tower pavilion isarow of three storefronts (Photos # | & 6). They extend al the way to
the north corner of the building, acrass both the central section of the feBade and the north pavilion.  Although the

(continued)



<> nal«-«10-* OMa Appr™IH.. 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interior
Nationa Park Sarvice

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

North Brookfield Town House
North Brookfield (Worcester), MA

Stionnumbe 11— P 1—

dorefrontsretain their origina arrangement, late 20th century doors and windows do not replicate the originals. The
present display windows are trested as four-panes. Early photogrgphs of the building (Illustrations # 1 & 2) show that the
origina display windows were divided into six lights. At the entrancesto each dore there were originally a pair of wood,
panded, glazed-top doors with atransom light above it. Today the entrances condst of asingle enamded metd door,
panded a the bottom and glazed with six panesat the top (Photo # 3). At the dde of the door isa sidelight and a the top
isatransom light. No longer serving acommercid purpose, the former sores now housetown offices.

Above the storefronts are four tall, round-arched windows that correspond to the second-floor meeting hall. All the same
Sze, they are equally goaced and trimmed with the same strongly projecting labded hoods on brackets. The three
windows in the dapboarded center section of the faBade correspond to the hall itself The fourth window, in the north
pavilion, correponds to the Sage areaof the hall.

The north pavilion was desgned to belance the tower pavilion. Thetwo pavilions are nat mirror images of one ancther,
yet they were clearly designed to give an illusion of symmetry to the main feQade. Both are similar in 9ze and are
finished similarly, but the tower pavilion is dightly more strongly projecting than isthe north pavilion. To offset the
height and bulk of the tower, the north pavilion isdso crowned with an daborate top (Photo # 3). Not nearly astall asthe
tower, this feature is hardly higher than the top of the mansard roof It condsts of ascroll-sided, round-heeded dormer
window capped with alabded gable and flanked by bausrades accented with largefinials.

Emergency EXxit

At the far north end of the main faBadeis an incongpicuous, recessad, one-gtory, late-20th-century door inasmple frame
with atransom light above it. It sarvesas an emergency exit from a stairway down from the ssoond floor meeting hall.
This doorway occupies the entire goace between the town house and the building next door to the north.

Effects of Roof Alterations

The original design of the building hes bean somewhat dtered by the replacament of origina roofing materids
(apparently date) with asphdt shingle, and by the remova of small, but significant, bitsof trim from the roof The effects
of these changes are mog strongly felt on the main faBade and corner sections.  Old photogrgphs show that both the
origina roofing and roofing trim contributed textural effects thet were an important part of the overall desgn ad
character of the building. For a"before and after” comparison, sse Photos # 1 & 2 and Illugtrations # 1 through 5.

The origina roofing materiad and the now logt bits of trim gavethe upper portions of the building much greater definition
and amore refined look than they now have. The faces of the mansardswere originaly finished inroofing al of thesame
design, possihly closdly st butt-edged dates or maybe clipped corner dates. The tower roof was sheathed inamore
prominent fish-scale paitern to distinguish it from the rest of the roof and to give it grester emphegs  In addition,
ormamentd ribs, originally trimmed the facet joints of the tower roof Accenting ribs marking the facet joints of the roof
of the tower dorme were originally snocth and highlighted inalight color againg the dark-painted, smooth, metd dome.
Ribstrimming thejoints of the main roof are dso missing. Among the mogt important of thesewas adiagond rib onthe
face of the mansard above the north pavilion (lllustrations # |, 2& 4). Thisrib trimmed adightly upraised portion of the
roof that, without it, can hardly be noticed. It hed the function of carrying the projection of the pavilion visibly upward
into the roofline. Emphasizing the vertical line of the roof, it srengthened the Seoond Empire look of the building.

South Side
The south side of the building (Photo # 2) is composad of atwo-bay pavilion (the south facade of the corner tower) and a

(continued)
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three-bay section to itswest. Atthe sidewalk level, two storefronts occupy the full width of the above-grade brick
basement on this side. Door and window openings inthe brick wallsat this level are trimmed with simple wood lintels.
The westernmost of the two storefronts is composed of acentral doorway with wide display windowson either side. The
display windows, which appear originally to have had fixed six-pane windows, are now filled with pairs of 6/6 double
hung sash. Old photographs (Illustrations # 1,2, & 3) show that the easternmost storefront was originally designed, as
follows (from west to east), with a 6/6 double-hung sash window, adoor, and (in the tower pavilion) awide 6/6 double-
hung sash window and a 4/4 double-hung sash window. Inabout the 1890s the wall was removed from between the two
windows inthe tower to allow for a large display window consisting of a pair of fixed, four-paned windows (Illustration #
4). Today aset of three 6/6, double-hung sash windowsoccupy this opening. 19" century doors and windowsinthe
storefront on this fa9ade have all been replaced with late 20th century designs. Doors are of enameled metal with glazed
openings a the tops. Abovethe doors are transoms. A sidelight fills the part of the gpace originally occupied by each
door alone.

Windows at the upper three levels of this fa9ade reflect the placement of small rooms and officeson this side of the
building. Rectangular windowsat the first and second levels of the tower and &t the second story level of the western
section of the faQade are trimmed with strongly projecting cornice-on-bracket window caps. The rectangular windowsat
the first story level of the section west of the tower pavilion are framed with wide moulded frames. All across the third
story level on this facade windowsare round heeded and are trimmed with labeled, arched-cornice hoods on brackets.

West Side

Due to the acute angle of Summer Street at the corner, the west fa9ade of the building (Photo # 4) is slightly narrower than
the corresponding eest side. The string course and watertable found on the east and south facades are continued around
this faQade, as well. On this side is an above-grade basement, just as there is on the south side. However, there are no
storefrontson thisside. Three windowsand a door open at this level a the south end of the faade. At the second level
are three windows corresponding to those below. They have wide moulded frames like their counterparts at this level on
the south side. Four tall, round-headed windows corresponding to those on the main faQade occupy the upper level of this
side of the building. Their window caps are identical to those on the main faQade. Unlike the main faQade, the lessvisible
west faQade is not treated with pavilions or with decorative features above the roof cornice. There are no dormer windows
in the mansard roof on this side of the building.

A small, two-story, two-bay by two-bay, brick ell, with its gable on the west end, extends westward from the north end of
the west faQade. The ell corresponds to the basement and first story level of the main body of the building. Itsroof is
given alow pitch to avoid obstructing the meeting hall windows. The frieze/cornicestring course of the main body of the
building iscarried around the ell to form the friezeand cornice a itsroofline.

North Side

The north wall of the town house is of brick, and servesas afirewall. It ispainted to match the other exterior walls. The
north side of the building is not easily seen today, although the upper floor and mansard were not originally hidden. An
1870 photograph of the town house (Illustration # 1) shows that at that time the building to the north was only one and a
half stories high. This explains the original placement of adormer window (now removed) a the eest end of the roof on
this faQade. That donner would have been visible inamansard roof that is now hidden from view. The present two-and-
a-half-story Walker Block next door isbuilt very close, but not attached, to the north wall of the town house (Photo #3).
Projecting about three feet from the eest end of the north wall is a stairway that seryes as an emergency exit from the

(continued)
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second floor meseting hall. This exit isthe only opening inthe north wall of town house A study of Sanborn mgps shows
that a tairway hes existed a this location dnce as early as 1901. Because the town house and the building next door are
D dose together, this projection is bardy visible from Main Street. The exit from the stairway to the dreet isthrough a
doorway that faces on Main Street between the town house and the building directly to its north, as described above.

Interior

The layout of the interior of the town house can be ssan on Aans# land 2. Mogt of the present ground floor plan
represents mid-to-late 20" century conversion of gores, and what were probably the sock rooms behind them, into
offices. Although some of these goenes have bean very much reworked, origina window frames and someorigina
woodwork survives inthese aress. Built-in cabinetswith panded lower doors and glazed upper doors survivein an office
that may originally have been a gtore sock room.  |If the interior plans shown on Senborn mgpsfrom the 1890's are
accurate, the three Main Street dores historically occupied all of the ground floor except the segment including the main
entry hall and the section immediatedly behind it to the west. If this is S0, the Sdectmen's Room that isreferred to in early
descriptions of the town house mugt have occupied the goace behind the stairhall. That goace would probably correspond
to what is now two offices (Plan #1).

The mogt notable features of the interior today are the ground floor entry hal with its grand gtaircase; the sscond floor
mesting hall with its anterooms, bacony, and dage areg; and awdl-preserved stairway to the third floor and attic. Third-
floor rooms on either Sde of the stairway have hed few dterations. The former sores on the Main Street 9de of the
building largely preservether original configurationsand late-19"-early-20" century pressed metd ceilings. A barre-
vaulted brick room in the basament (Photo #16), now without an endlosure on the south Sde, may have sarved as the
original town lock-up. The former Sores a the besament levels and the goecesiin the brick el have been = dtered inthe
mid- and late- 20" century thet little of their 19* century interior fabric gopearsto have survived.

Entry Hall and Grand Staircase

The first thing one sses upon entering the front door of the town house isawide, curving daircase that svegas upgairs to
the second floor meeting hall (Photo # 5). Heavy, tgpered, octagond walnut newd podgs bulbous, turned cak baugers
wide moulded walnut handrails, and broad, curved ok gairs lend a sense of grandnessto the sairway. Around thewalls
of the entry hall and up the wall of the Sairway is vertical tongue and groove wainscoating caoped with a weighty
moulded top rail. Possibly originaly left its naturd wood color, thiswainscoating and the wide bassboards on which they
res are now painted. With the exception of the late 20" century metd doors and meta-framed sidelights and transom
lights & the main entrance, mogt of the fabric of thisroom isoriginal. Original heavy four-panded interior doors, original
wide doorframes (including the doorframe a the main entrance), and the origina window frames in the south wall
contribute to the mid-19" century gppearance of thisroom.

Mesting Hall
Entrance to the second floor meeting hal isthrough wide double doors a the top of the grand staircase. The hdl, its
anterooms, and balcony occupy amost the entire ssoond floor of the town house. The hall (Photos # 7 & 8) itself wes
planned for acapacity of Sx hundred. The meeting hal floor messures ebout 48' 6'x 48'6". This messurement does not
include the gage a& the north end or the area occupied by asmal bacony a the south end. The Sageisframed by a
proscenium arch, which condgts of awide, straight, moulded lintel & the top curving downward & the endsto mest a
panded pilagter & either dde. Stars leading from the meeting hall through doorways a either sde-of the Sege give
accessfrom the hall to the gage.

(continued)
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Tall, round-headed windows, three on the eest Side of the room and three on the west side, provide excdllent naturd light.
Heavy moulded and panded wainscoating surrounds the lower section of the room. Doors and windows are framed with
wide moulding. Weighty four-pand doors are trimmed with heavy moulding around the pands.  The middle four-sixths
of the walls of the hdl are now panded with rectangular plywood or masonite pandsin low relief wood frames. This
panding was probably added in the mid-20th century, possibly during a period when the hall doubled as a basketbal court
for local youth. Rectangular white marble memorid pands, one on the eest wall (Photo # 9) and one on the west wall
(Photo # 10) of the room, honor North Brookfield soldiers who died inthe Civil War.

A ventilating oculus inthe ceiling is now blocked up. The open-work grille that was originaly mounted inthe oculusis
now lying on the floor in the attic (Photo # 15).

Sage Area

The ceilings of both the main body of the hall and the backsage areaare coved around the edges. The continuation of this
degant ceiling trestment and the placement of tall windows like those of the main hdl inthe backsage area uggeststhat

the gage may have been added sometime after the origina completion of the building. Further physica invegtigation and

documentary reseerch is necessary to confirm or deny this suspicion.

Bdcony

At the south end of the meeting hall isa shdlow projecting bacony with built-in bench seating. This bacony extendsthe
width of the hal and is supported undernegth by two large scroll brackets (Photo #11). Across itsentire front isablind
baudrade of turned baugers. Rectilinear & either sSde, the baudrade hes along, shalow, concave curve a its center.
The wall behind the bacony is angled to reflect the changing lines of the bacony itself A blind recessa the center of
thiswall isframed with asmdler arch (Photo # 12) of aform similar to that of the proscenium arch. A round-arched
doorway a the center of thiswall connectsthe bacony with the sairway to downgairs. A ssoond doorway a the et
ad of the balcony gppearsto be a20th century addition, probably added to provide a second meansof egress required by
firecodes

Reports of Origina Decorative Painting

According to an 1864 description of the building inthe Worcester Sov: "The hall is beautifully frescoed and is one of the
modt tasteful in the gate” That term "frescoed” probably means that it was finished with decorative painting of some
sort. Although the meeting hall would probably have bean the mogt likely place for painted ornament, no descriptions or
photographs have bean found to indicate where the decoration was placed or how it might have looked. No decoraive
painting is now visible anywhere in the meeting hall or inthe rest of the building.

Stairway to Third Floor and Attic

Curving upward from the second story leve isawdl-preserved sairway with turned osk baugers, turned wanut newe
pogt, and walnut handrails. It rises dong the south wall of the building and ends & the third floor levd just opposte the
doorway into the meeting hall balcony (Photo # 13). Straight eheed of this sairway, a the east end of the third floor
gtairhall, isanother curved stairway with aturned newd pog (Photo # 14). It leeds up to the unfinished attic a the next
level. The stairhdl at the third-story leve istrimmed with tongue and groove horizontal wainscoat and retains original
doorframes, doors, window frames, and plagter.

(continued)



OMS  Appfn,,IN.. 1024-0018

United States Department o the Interior
Netiond Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

North Brookfield Town House
North Brookfield (Worcester), MA

Scifonnumba — 1 — Page—i

Third Hoor Rooms

Two amdl rooms a either sde of thethird-tloor bacony gtair landing presarve their original doors, doorframes, window
frames, floors, and plaster. The northeest corner of the eegtern office hes bean encroached  upon by the construction of the
esdt dairway down'from the balcony.

Archaeological Description

While no prehistoric Stes are located on the Town House property, it is possble that Stes are present. One dteis
recorded inthe generd area(within one mile). Environmenta characteridtics of the property represent locational criteria
(dope, soil drainage, distance to wetlands) that are favorable indicators for sometypes of prehistoric dtes. The parcd
includes aleve to moderatdly doping land surface that was probably well drained prior to historic land use. The property
is, however, located over 1000 feet from the nearest wetlands, afactor that reduces the overal prehistoric sengitivity for
this location. Given the above information, the smal sze of the parcd (approximately 9,300 square feet) and impacts
reated to congtruction of & least one gore and two town house's on the parcd, alow potentia exigts for the recovery of
prehistoric resources on the nominated property.

A high potentia exigts for the recovery of historic archaeological resources on the North Brookfield Town House
property. Structura evidence may survive from an early 19" century store originally located on the northwest corner of
the intersection of Main and Summe Sredts in the arealof the existing Town Hall. It is assumed this gore isthe "Old
White Store", ds0 referred to on the 1830 North Brookfield mgp as the S H. Skary Store. Structura evidence of
outbuildings and occupationd rdated featuresmay dso exid rdated to the use of the store. Structurd remains may aso
be present from the Second North Brookfield Town House (1847) destroyed by fire in 1862. The existing Town House
was built on that Ste in 1863.

(end)
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8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria

(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X. A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X-C Property embodies thie distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a hirthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bihiingraphical References

Worcester, MA
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITFCTURF
COMMFRCF

COMMUNITY PI ANNING and nFVFI OPMENT
POLITICS/GOVFRNMFENT

Period of Significance
1864-1951

Significant Dates

1864 dedication of newly completed building

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder
Elbridge Boyden & Son, architects, Worcester, MA

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

_ State Historic Preservation Office
_ Other State agency
_ Federal agency
_ Local government
_ University
_ Other
Name of repository:



North Brookfield Town House, _WQrcester, MA_
Name of Property County, State

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property approx. 9,300 sq. ft.

UTM References See continuation sheet.
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1 19 740340 4683500 3.
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

_ See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Susan McD. Ceccacci consultant, with Betsy Friedberg. NR Director

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date  August 2001
street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard ,tdlephone  671-727-8470
city or town Boston state MA .zip code 02125

Additional Dncumentafinn
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Ownpr
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name Town of North Brookfield
street & number. 182 North Main Street tdephone  508-867-0200
city or town  North Brookfield state MK. . zip code 01535

Paperwork Reduction ActStatement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 etseq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours perresponse including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief, Administrative Sen/ices Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Papenwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE

The North Brookfield Town House meets Nationd Regigter Criteria A and C a the locd leve. It issignificant under
Criterion A for its important role in North Brookfield history since 1864. During thistime, it hes served not only as the
==t of town government but hes dso played an important part in the commercia, social, and culturd life of thetown.
Under Criterion C, the town house is architecturally significant as an early example of the use of the French Sscond
Empire style for apublic building in Massachusetts. It isdso significant as awell-preserved example of thework of the
locally well-known and very active mid to late-19th century Worcester, Massachusetts, architectura firm, Elbridge
Boyden & Son.

EARLY HISTORY OF THETOWN OF NORTH BROOKFIELD

North Brookfield as Part of the Town of Brool"tield

Thetown of North Brookfield was esablished in 1812, but beforethat it was part of the town of Brookfield. Brookfield
wes first settled as Quaboag Plantation in 1665. In 1675, following an atack by Native Americans known as "Wheder's
Surprisg’, that settlement was abandoned.  Reoccupied in 1688, the town was thereafter a parmanent settlement. The
origina sze of Brookfield was diminished as parts were gradudly broken off over timeto form separate towns. Fromthe
origina town were formed all or part of the towns of Wesern (now Warren) (1742), New Braintree (1775), Ware (1775),
North Brookfield (1812), Wes Brookfield (1848), and Ead Brookfield (1920).

The Establishment of Brookfield's North Precinct

North Brookfield gained semi-independence from Brookfield in 1750, when it was dedared the town's "Second Parish,”
or "North Precinct." Thisaction was the result of agitation by citizens of the northeast section of town for amore
conveniently located mestinghouse.  With the loss of town land that occurred when the town of Western broke away in
1742, Brookfield's medtinghouse was no longer positioned neer the geographica center of thetown. Pegple in the
northeast section of town felt that the meatinghouse should be moved northward, since they hed to travel a greater
digance than those living in other sections of town to Sunday religious meetings and to the less frequent town meetings.
Since there was no consenausto change the location of the medtinghouse, a sscond parish was formed for the benefit of
those inthe northeast corner.

Before 1831, when the Commonwedth of Massachusetts dedlared the separation of church and date, town megtinghouses
were usd both for town meetings and for the rdigious services of the loca Congregational society.  Congregationalism
wes the established religion in Massachusatts and the Congregationad minister was the mog important town leeder. Town
taxes went to pay not only for the secular nesds of the town and the care of the meeting house, but dso for the sdary of
the Congregationd minister.

A New North Precinct Religious Society and Meeting House

A mesting houseforthe new Brookfield North Precinct wes built on land provided by local resident. Captain William
Ayres, a aplace that later became known as "Lower Village," about one mile south of the present town center
(Hustration # 9, sse Old Meeting Houss). Building the meeting housewas adow process. The framewas raised in 1749,
even before the new precinct was authorized, yet finish work was still being completed es late as 1757.

(continued)
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After the establishment of the new precinct, the inhabitants went about forming their own religious society. The precinct's
first minister. Rev. Eli Forbush (later changed to Forbes), acoepted their call and was ordained pagtor in 1752, Thefirst
"sedting" of the medtinghouse took place in 1757. At that time acommittee assigned, for a period of three years, eech
person's set inthe house "according to age, dation in life, and what he paid for red and persond edate on the lagt two
yearstax lists."

From early inits history the North Precinct megtinghouse began serving arole in town government as well asreligious
purposes  In 1758 the town of Brookfield begen dternating the Site of its annua town meetings among the
mextinghouses of what were by then three town precincts (West, South, and North). The first of those dternating town
meetings was held inthe North Precinct mediinghouse in that sameyear. Itisbdieved that the North Precinct
medtinghouse continued to serve as the Ste for Brookfield town medtings triennially until North Brookfield wes
incorporated as a sgparaetown in 1812,

Town of North Brookfield and the Location of its Earliest Town Mestings

North Brookfield'sfirst town meeting as a separate incorporated town wes hed on March 1 Oth, 1812. The Ste of that first
town meeting was undoubtedly the original North Precinct medtinghouse (Illustration # 7), which dready hed a long
history of use for Brookfield town mestings. The old precinct meeting house sarved town and religious purposes through
1823, when an degant, church-like new Federd style meating house (ssen on far right in [llustration # 8) was built on
designs of the acclaimed mader builder, Elias Carter of Brimfield.

The Location of the 1823 Meeting House and the Formation of the Present Town Center

The 1823 medtinghouse (the present First Congregationd Church, MHC # 3) was not built in"Lower Village". Ingeed it
wes placed inwhat is now North Brookfield town center. Like the earlier meeting housg, it served both religious and
town purposes. According to the 1987 Brief Historv of the First Congregationd Church in North Brookfield, there were
only three houses standing neer the new medtinghouse Ste a the time of its construction. Those houses included the
Batchdler house, on the former Skerry Farm on Elm Street, and two houses a short distance further north near the present
cemeley on Main Street.  The 1823 |ocation was chosen by acommiittee of three men sdected from surrounding towns.

The Higtorv of North Brookfield gives few details aout the history and development of the present town center, dthough
it credits shoe manufacturer Tyler Batchdler (b.l 793) as “the founder of the now [1887] large and flourishing central
village of North Brookfield." Batchdler, who hed begun manufacturing shoesin 1819, bought the Skerry farm here in
1821. Atfirst he lived inthe farmhouse and, in an outbuilding on the property, manufactured rough shoesto be worn by
southern daves. Shipping the shoes south on the route from Bogton to Havana inflour barrels carried by ocean-going
packets, he was able to make a large profit. With the growth of his company, he built a larger, two-story shoe shop on his
property inabout 1825. The sucocess of Batchdler's busness surdy encouraged some nearby red etate development. He
dso issad to have sold parcds of hisfarm to employess & attractive prices as an incentive for them to make their homes
in North Brookfield. It isnot clear when this occurred or what other actions Batcheler might have teken to encourage the
growth of the center village.

The 1830 Bonum Nye map of North Brookfield (Illustration # 9) shows that the S H. Skerry Store sood on the northwest
corner of Main and Summer dreets (the Ste of the present Town Hall). Immediately north of it waSthe inn of W. Walker,

(continued)
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J. Inall, there were about thirteen dwellingsand busnessssin cdose vicinity of the medtinghouse in 1830. By 1833 the
town's first town house was added to the number of buildings in the town center. Further reseerch is necessary to better
undergand the time frame and sequence of development of the town center. Careful deed research of properties inthe
aeawould give a better picture of the early devdlopment of the center village.

The new medtinghouse Ste near Batchdler's shoe manufactory proved to be agood one. Batchdler's enterprise continued
to grow after 1830 w0 that it greatly assigted the devdopment of a true "centrd village." From apopulation of 1,241 in
1830 the town grew to 3,343 in 1870, with the town center being the most thickly populated settlement within town
boundaries. The 1870 mgp of North Brookfield (Illustration # 10) shows afully deveoped town center, concentrated
dong Main Street but extending well beyond it. lllustration # 8 shows the North Brookfield town common and the 1823
meeting house, on the right, as they looked in the late 1880's. On the left is saan Batchdler's large shoe manufactory,
which gradualy grew up and took the place of his farmhouse.

During the mid and late 19th century, as machinery was developed to carry out more and more of the gepsin the
shoemaking process, shoe manufacturing was increasingly carried out in centralized factories., Previoudy this hed been a
moglly artisan indugtry relying largely on outwork by individuals & home. It is presumed thet the increasing
centralization of Batchdler's production was amgjor cause of the expandon of the North Brookfield town center during
thisperiod.

By the beginning of the Civil War T. & E. Batchdler & Company had expanded its businessto include not only the
origina southern market but dso a large trade with the western sates In addition, "Baicheler's Retall Brogans' were
sold throughout New England, as well. In 1870, known as E. & A.H. Batchdler & Company, the boot and shoe
manufacturer hed reclaimed its strength after a magjor setback as areault of the Civil War. By the mid-1880's Batcheller
employed 1,300 parsons and manufactured about three million dollars worth of goods. In 1887, according to the History
of North Brookfield. Batcheller was the largest boot and shoe manufacturing concern inthe United States and hed dreedy
held that place for a quarter of acentury.

During the 19th century New England supplied shoes to the nation. Massachusetts shoe manufacturing was concentrated
in Essex, Worcester, Middlesex, and Plymouth counties. Until the 1830s Worcester County was second in production
only to Essex County. The towns of the Brookfields (including North Brookfield) and Spencer formed a major core of
hoe production in the county.

The Batcheller company went out of busnessin 1903. Although today the heyday of New England shoe manufacturing is
ped, the Batchdler site, on Elm Stret near the North Brookfield Town House, isstill used for a shoerdaed purpose by
Quaboag Rubber Company, makers of Vibram solesfor shoesand boots.

NORTH BROOKFIELD TOWN HALLS

The present North Brookfield Town House isthe longest-lived of the three town hdlsthat have sarved the town snce
1833. Itisdsothe largest and probably the mog architecturally eaborate of the three.  All three were built with renta
goace available for commercid purposes as well as to provide amesting hdl and offices for town government. Although
the earlier buildingswere smaller than the present town house, comparison of descriptions of their layouts suggeststhat

(continued)
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the hierarchy of use was more or lessthe sameinall of them. Commercia enterprises and school rooms were located on
the ground level and the meeting hall and its anterooms on the sscond level. At leest one, if not both, of the earlier town
housss hed abelfry for abell as doesthe present building.

1833: First Town Hall

After Massachusetts  separation of church and date in 1831, North Brookfield built a"town housg' for the conduct of
town busness and the 1823 medtinghouse was turned over to the Congregationa society for religious use. The first North
Brookfield Town House, or town hall, was built in 1833 on Main Street opposite the 1823 mestinghouse. It Sood near
where the Union Congregationa Church was later built. The gpproximeate ste can be identified in Illustration #11, which
shows Union Church on the far left. Tothe right of this sameview is seen the presant town hall with its tower.

Thefirst town housewas built not by the town, but by agroup of fifty-three shareholders, on land desded in 1832 by
Danid Gilbert, Esq. and hissgter (?), Egther Gilbert, to the town and the parish for such apurpose. The building was
ussd by the town, the Congregationd society, and by Schodl District #2.  Unfinished goace on the ground floor was
rented out &s commercia sorage.

In November of 1836 the town house sheres were transferred to the school district as owner and the lower rooms were
finished as dassooms. Space in the basament wis leesad as apaint shop. For afee, privileges for use of the hall were
given to the town and to the Congregationd church. Locd organizations and churches of other denominations dso rented
the hall. According to the Historv of North Brookfield. the citizenry of thetown heard inthis hall “some of the mogst
stirring goesches and debates upon American Savery... that ever resounded from the walls of any edificein this place”
Foeskerswho ddlivered addressesthere included William Lloyd Garrison, Abby Kelley, Elihu Burritt, Charles Sumner
and others.

Current reseerch hes uncovered no illustration of this building. However, descriptions written in 1864 by Charles Adams,
J., give omeidea of its generd character;

There was a basament under the west half and & first there was no inddefinish in the building except
theentry - dairs, which ran up on eech dde from the front door, ~ an anteroom on the upper floor
between these two flights of gars ~ and the Hdl itself not more than about 30 x 40 with adek a
the west end. The whole establishment was of the chegpest and plainest style. Subssquently a smdl
cupolawas placed upon the east end, and furnished with abell, which was presanted by Mr. Freaman
Walker.

He further noted that the first town houseweas,

...a building without any pretensons to architectura beauty ~ very limited initssze ~ furnished
in the plainest and chegpest manner and yet one of the most useful buildings the town ever hed or
ever will have - It was put to the grestest possible variety of purposes. Whenfirst built it was all
we hesded, but from that timethe mog rapid period of the growth of our village may be dated. It
hed become to (sic) smdl for our accommodation....

(continued)
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In 1847, during the worship sarvices of aMethodist congregation in the town house meeting hall, it was discovered that
the building was on fire. By the timethe darm was caled, it was dready 0 involved inflamethat there was no saving it.

1847: Second Town Hall

A New Ste ad Its Earlier Use

The second town house was not built on the same Ste as the earlier building. Instead, anew Ste was sdected ~ only a
short distance north of the first town house & a prominent intersection in the town center. At acos of $2,000, the town
bought from George H. Lowe the "Old White Store'on the northwest corner of Main and Summer dreets. Beforethe new
town house could be built, the old store, sold to Edmund Smith for about $350.00, was moved to the corner of Main and
Maple streets. The move cost the town $66.00.

It isnot known if the building that stood there a the time of the sde was the same building that is shown on the 1830 mep
& Skearry's Store. It isassumed that itis, Snce the term "old" was part of the name it was known by. Hardly anything is
hes ben learned about the "Old White Store” when it dood onitsorigina ste. George H. Lowe, who sold the property to
the town, isdescribed both in the deed and in the History of North Brookfield as a"merchant”. Heissad to have bemn a
merchant in town from 1841 to 1856. Y, it isundear whether he, himsdlf, operated agore a Main and Summer drests.
The deed for the property does not indicate when or from whom Lowe acquired it. Further deed research is necessxy to
learn the complete chain of ownership of this lot and its history before it wes the ste of Skerry's Store.

After the moveto its new location, the old sore building srved as a shoefactory. By 1887 it housed the Knights of
Labor gore and meeting hall. The building can be glimpsed in aview of North Brookfield center shown in Illustration #
. Itisthetwo-story, gable-front building a the far right edgeof the illustration, sanding immediately to the right of
the temple-front Batcheller House Hotel.  The gable-front building ssen a this location today gppearsto be the same this
samebuilding (see far right of Photograph # 6).

TheNew Building

The sscond town house was about 50 x 75 feet insze. The codt to build it was a little more than $9,000. Like numerous
other mid-19th century centra Masssechusdtts town halls, it contained rental commercia goece, as well as
accommodations for the town and for the District # 2 School. The North Brookfield Savings Bank occupied the north
dore on the Main Street faBade. For a period of time, the south store housad the North Brookfield Pog Office.

Current research hes not discovered any illudtrations of the exterior of the new building. However, the Historv of North
Brookfield and lecture notes written by Charles Adams ., givedescriptions that hep somewhet invisualizing it. By
asociating details from these descriptions with the date of congtruction, it ssams quite possible that the building was
Grek Revivd instyle, the mog popular syle of theday. With its main faBade fronting on Main Stredt, it may have bean
atwo-and-a-hdf-story temple-front building with atwo-gtory colonnade.

According to Adams.

The ground floor for about 2/3ds of its length was finished into 2 gores which were connected
by adoorway ~ and someimes both occupied by the same store or firm and a other times by
different parties ~ adoor opened into each from the colonnade infront and between these "two
dore doors opened the wide door and stairway leading to the Town Hall above.

(continued)
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Temples Higtory of North Brookfield tellsthat:

...the basament story was occupied by agtove and tinware shop, meat-market, etc.; the ground
dory on the Main Strest as a dore or gores; and the reer or west end ws finished off as the™
Lower Town Hall," and used for amal meetings, schoals, etc., until the partition was removed,
and the room added to the rear end of the gores. The Town Hall and ante-rooms occupied all
of the next story above, and the upper or attic story was used as a pocket-book manufactory,
and for other purposes.

Access to the "Lower Town Hall," according to Adams, was "by ahanging wak supported by brackets, running aong
outsde the south wall of the building.”

Dedtruction by Fire

North Brookfield's second town house, like the first, dso hed only avery short life. It was logt prematurely on October
14, 1862 when an accidenta fire got out of hand in Hiram Knight's North Brookfield Savings Bank in the north end of the
building. The entire town houseand dmog everything in it were destroyed. North Brookfield'stown records and papers,
the records of School District # 2, and the books of the North Brookfield Savings Bank were dl logt in the conflagration.

Before it was put out, the fire dso consumed severd buildings nearby. Not only the town hall, but dso the Walker Block,
Gulliver's Shoe Manufactory, James Duncan's livery sable, O. A. Tomblen's livery dable, and alarge barn inthe rear of
the hotel to the north were all lost. Many of the surrounding buildings thet did survive were partially dameged and
scorched by the fire, even including those to the south of the town house on the opposite sde of SUmmer Street. Thiswes
the largest and mogt destructive fire North Brookfield hed ever had.

1863: Present Town Hall

Built on the dte of its immediate predecessor, the present town hall was designed by Elbridge Boyden & Son, awell-
known architectura firm from the nearby city of Worcester and completed in 1864 & acost of about $ 17,500, including
furnishings.

The architect originally supplied two different desgnsfor the building, including plans and devations and cost edimetes
for eech. Current research hes not discovered any surviving plans or eevations. However, it is possble to know
something about the designsthat were under consideration, since the building committee submitted a report that outlined
details and merits of eech. Comparison of the actud building with details outlined in the report (Illustration # 13, peges 1
and 2) suggeststhat Design # 1 was finally sdected.

Design # | had aground plan messuring about 76 x 50'. It alowed for an extra gore and dightly more spece in the
building than did Design # 2. Animportant agpect of Design # 1 was that the south faBade dong Summe Street was
better adgpted to the irregular shgpeof the lot than itwes in Desgn# 2. InDedgn # |, aprojecting tower section & the
southeest corner of the building was to be topped by acupola. Design # 2 would have hed the tower projecting from the
center of the south end, creating an awkward look and preventing the line of the south facede from repesting the line of
the treet.  Although the building committee recommended brick, the town hal was built of wood, instead.

(continued)
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The ground floor and basement goece in the new town house was originally planned for commercid rental. Only one
room was gt adde for use as town offices. According to the Historv of North Brookfield, the new building, as it was
built, included three stores and a ""good sized room for town officers and town books' on the ground floor a the Main
Street level.

In the besameant were a market, agove sore, and the town "lock-up." The "lock-up”" may have bemn located in the
southwest corner of the baesement where there can still be seen asmdl brick room with a segmented-arched  vault for the
ceiling (Photo # 16). On the sscond floor were the meeting hall and savera anterooms. Thethird floor provided sorage
goace and an office, used & some time as the assessor’'s office. The third floor corresponds to the level of the bacony of
the meeting hall. The attic ssamsto have sarved some purpose other than Sorage, despite its unfinished sate. Money
was goent to install additiona flooring and to buy tables for the attic.

A two-gtory brick section a the rear of the building corresponds to an €l dreedy in place as early as 1870, as shown on
the mgp published in Bears 1870 Atlas of Worcester Countv (lllustration # 10). 1t gopearsthat the el isthe same
dructure referred to as the "Bell furniture shed’ in notes written in 1864 by Charles Adams, Jr., a member of the building
committee. According to Adams, this addition was voted for by the town and cogt $2,500. The date of Adams notes
would ssam to document adate of congtruction for the el thet is concurrent to that of the main body of the building.
Current research has not uncovered any more information about the "furnitureshed.” Phaotogrgphs of the town house
teken inabout the 1880s (Illustrations # 2 & 3) show a dore located immediately west of the town house marked with
dgns as "Fumiture Ware Rooms." It ispossible that the "furniture shed" addition was built specifically to rent to a
furniture gore in thisadjoining building. Sanborm mgps show that from as early as 1892 until as late as 1913 the ell was
atached to the adjoining sore building by aone-gtory structure. Further reseerch is necessary to discover the history of
the "furniture shed" section of thetown house

The 1913 Sanborn map shows that, by that date, the ground floor leve of the brick ell was used as a"lock-up." The
origina lock-up, previoudy mentioned, was in the besement of the main body of the building.

A dudy of Sanbom mgps for the late 19th and early 20th centuries shows that the occupancy of the. commercid goaces in
the town housewes very gable. The Sanborn map of March 1892 tells usthat, a that date, three Sores occupied the
ground floor of the Town Hall. They included, from north to south on Main Street, agenerd gtore, agenard store/dry
goods gore, and a barbershop. A hardware gore isshown in the west end of basement.  The 1896 Sanbom migp showsan
additiona dore in the basament, ameat gore in the eest end. The 1901 Senborn mgp shows the all of these same dores in
the same locations. By 1913 the hardware store hed bean replaced by atin shop. In 1929, the arrangement of the sores
was the same as 1913. In 1929 the location of the former tin shop was shown as an office. A 1975 photograph of the
town house indicates that a leest two sores were then currently (or recently hed been) occupied by commercid
enterprises. Tick's Barber Shop was located in the center sore on Main Sireet and afruit and vegetable market occupied
the eesernmogt store on the Summer Street Sde.

Usesof the Meeting Hall

Over time, the meeting hall in the town house hes sarved a multitude of uses Not only hes it bean the site of town
mestings, but it hes dso sarved as a place where loca socid events and dramatic presentations have been held. The
annud town report of 1865 lists usesof the meeting hdl including a Lyceum for seven evenings, a Temperance Lecture,

(continued)
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ten (lectures?) of the Lecture Association, Methodist Festivals, and Catholic Society meetings on four Sebbaths The so-
caled "South Men's Room," probably one of the anterooms to the meeting hall, wes often rented that year. Groups usng
it included the Historical Society, Republican Caucus, the Bal Club, and the Chesse Factory Company. Inlocal, date,
and federd dections the hall sarved as apolling place. For atime during the mid-20th century it dso was ussed asa
gymnasium, where high school basketbal games were hald. Until recent years, it was traditional to hold public school
danceshere. Today fewer events are hdld in the meeting hall, since the second floor is not accessibleto the handicapped
& isrequired by the Americans with Disabilities Act.

The Cohen Family and George M. Cohen on the Stage of the North Brookfield Town Hall

Of the hundreds of dramatic presentations held on the sage of the North Brookfield Town Hall, the best remembered are
those of thewildly popular Broadway playwright, performer, producer, and composer George M. Cohan and hisfamily.
In the 1880sand early 1890sthe Cohan family vaudevilleteam regularly gave performances of their shows a the North
Brookfield Town Hall before taking them on the road. After he had become famous in his own right, George M. Cohan
dared in the Eugene O'Neill play "Ah, Wilderness' on the stage of the North Brookfield Town Hall on October 29, 1933
(Hlustration #12).

George M. Cohan (1878-1942), who got his gart on the Sage @ the age of nine, went on to ean the nickname "The
Emperor of Broadway." Born in Providence, Rhode 1dand, Cohan lived during his youth with his show busnessfamily
in North Brookfield when they were not performing on the road. In North Brookfield, according to his obituary ina locd
paper, he was "captain of abasabdl team and daged his own juvenile plays inthe neighborhood bams” Cohen kept up
friendshipsfrom his North Brookfield boyhood forthe res of hislife.

As aplaywright, George M. Cohan hed hisfirst play saged on Broadway in New York in 1901. Hisfirst red sucoesswes
the 1904 musicd, "Little Johnny Jones™ in which he dso starred. Init he played Y ankee Doodle Boy, the role with which
he is mog often associated. During his carer he wrote about twenty plays and musical comedies inwhich he often
played the lead. Some of the best known are "Forty-five Minutes from Broadway" (1905), "Seven Keysto Badpate'
(1913), "The Song and Dance Man" (1923), and "The Merry Mdones' (1927). Today, probably the mogt widely known
works of George M. Cohan are popular musical compositions, auch & "Give My Regardsto Broad-way,” "You're A
Grand Old Hag," "I'm a'Yankee Doodle Dandy," and the World Wer | hit, "Over There" For his numerous patriotic
0ngs Cohan won aCongressiond Medd of Honor.

George M. Cohan dso took dramatic roles in Broadway plays written by others. For one such play, Eugene O'Neéill's "Ah,
Wilderness," he received outgtanding critical review in the nationd press. Of Cohan'sacting, other criticscaled it
"surdly the richest performance of his long carea™ and "the best performance mogt of ushave ever seen himgive." It was
apparently through the efforts of one of Cohan'sNorth Brookfield friends, Mortimer J. Howard, that "Ah, Wilderness'
was performed here. Cohan visited his lifelong friend, Howard, in North Brookfield dmaost yearly through hislife.

The North Brookfield performance of "Ah, Wilderness' was adreamlined production, gpparently adapted to the smdl
meeting hall facility. The play wes presented on abare Sage (built in and scoreened off), withoiit costumes, and with
props gathered from the neighborhood. Y e, aloca reviewer noted: "This company could have presented [the play] in
Mrs. O'Leary's cow pasture and it would still have seamed beautiful. The little Sage of thetown hall becameinredlity the
American home it was supposed to portray...." Of Mr. Cohan's performance, the reviewer remarked: "Here is an actor

(continued)
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who hes never grown weery of hisart. Thus he hes remained free of dl affectations and hes developed an instinct for

timing that comes nat from an acquired trick of the stage but from an acute sengtiveness to eech moment's psychologica
impulse.”

Since the hall as it was st up for the play could hold an audience of no more than 513, a public address sysem mede it
possible for mary more to heer the play going on inside from the public square outdoors. A newspaper article published
before the event caled this "something new in show budsness' and sad that "Ah, Wilderness' would be given "its world's
premiere as purdy auditory entertainment.” It was expected that as many as 3,000 would be aile to heer the play over
loudspeskers.

North Brookfield Town House Today

The spaceorigindly st adde for commercid use in the North Brookfield Town House came in handy during the 20th
century when there was an expangon of town services. Today town offices require more than the original single room in
the town hdl dedicated to town office goace The building how houses no commercid tenants. Former stores have been
adgpted for use as offices for the town clerk, treesurer, assesor, the water department, hedlth department, planning board,
and for the adminigrative assstant. Spece on the ground floor isaso used for atown senior center while the basament
level sarves as the headgquarters for the town police departmernt.

THE NORTH BROOKFIELD TOWN HOUSEIN ITSARCHITECTURAL CONTEXT

American Town Halls

17th and 18th Century Town Halls

Early Americantown hdls, inthe 17th and 18th centuries, were often modded after English prototypes with an open
market on the ground floor and ameeting hal a the second level. Theoriginal 1657 Boston Town Hall, was such a
building. Other town halls sometimes housad usesother than markets In any casg, it was not unusud for an early town
hal building to serve more than asingle purpose.

19th Century Town Halls

Dexpite the fact that Boston built atown hal inthe 17th century, few other Massachusetts communities built them before
the 1830s Until 1831, when the commonwedth dedared separation of church and gate, town medtings in mogt towns
were hdd in the town-owned meeting house, which dso sarved as the regular meeting place for the Sunday religious
svices of the established Congregationa society. With the sgparation of church and sate, there was aflurry of building
in Massachusattstowns to adept to the change. Some towns built separatetown hadls. Others meade physical changes to
their mesting houses that provided sgparate Soecesin the existing building for town meetings and religious mestings.

Mid-19th century town halls were often planned, as previoudy, to sarve multiple purposes. Since town and city
governments offered only limited municipal services before the American Civil War; there was little nesd for office goece
in the town and city hallsof the day. The expense of town hall construction could be put to good use inadightly larger
building, large enough to accommodate not only the nesdsof town government but aso other community nesds

During this period, it was not unusud to combine a meeting hall and aroom or two for government purposeswith a goece
devoted to public schoolrooms, atown library, or even to commercid rentd goace.aswas the case in North Brookfield.

(continued)
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By including renta goace inthe town hdl building, it was possble to lighten the cod to the public of maintaining the
facilities nesded by the town. A few Worcester County towns identified as having built commercid rental goece into their
19th century town halls include, the nearby towns of West Brookfield and Warren, as well as Gardner and Shrewsbury.

From the 1830s through the 1850s the Gresk Reviva syle wias the mogt popular style for town and city hdls in
Massachusetts  During the 1850s and 1860s the Itdianate style was dso widely popular.

North Brookfield Town House and Its Architecture

The North Brookfield Town House isamixture of both the Itdianate and French Second Empire styles. These were the
two most popular architectura styles inthe United Statesduring the 1860s and 1870s for commercid, institutional, and
public buildings. Both were dso widely adopted for resdentiad use  Although eech isadistinct style, the two are closely
rdated by their common use of Rendissance style Classicd ornament. A building inthe Itdianate Pdazzo gyleis
typically boxy in shgpewith aseemingly flat roof and with strongly projecting Classicad ornament concentrated around
the doors, windows, and a the roofline. By comparison, a Ssoond Empire building typically dependson the use of
projecting pavilions and other strongly three-dimensiond features to creste amore highly articulated and massve form.
Its mansard roof's, together with eaboratdy ornamented dormer windows, cregte for it a more dramatic and picturesque

skyline.

Although exterior symmetry is characterigtic of both the Itdianate Pdazzo and Sscond Empire styles, the North
Brookfield Town House is unexpectedly asymmetricad in itsarangement.  In adgpting the specific requirements of the
building to the amdl size, irregular shepe, and difficult topography of the lot, an asymmetrica design seams to have bean
the only good solution. Because of the shallowness of the lot and other inherent Site and design restrictions, it wes
necessty to arange the offices and anterooms on the narrower south end with the meeting hal to their north.  Since the
idedl arangement of the meeting hall required the placement of the entrance a the narrower end of the hall, a Summer
Strest main entrance would have been desirable from a practica point of view. Y et, the Site was regtricted by the less than
ninety-degree angle of Summe Stret and by the way the land falls of f there. Thisfact mede it impossible to take full
advantage of the lot 9ze and Ao to create a graceful main entrance to the building on Summear Stret. The previous town
house on this same dte was criticized for the awkward and ungraceful gppearance of its Summear Sreet facade. For this
reason, the building committee mede every effort to avoid a similar migake in the planning of the new town house The
solution was to have the entrance on the Main Stregt facade. The main entrance was positioned asymmetricaly a the
corner, Snce acenter entrance on this facade was impossible due to the required placement of the meeting hall. To cregte
something of an effect of symmetry on the main facade, the architect cregted apavilion a the far right sde of the main
faBade to counterbaance the tower pavilion on the left. Both the tower pavilion and its mate are about the same width and
ae tregted similarly; yet, predominance is given to the corner tower.

Although one expects symmetry of design from both the Sscond Empire and Itdianate styles, asymmetry was not foreign
to the mid-19th century period when the North Brookfield Town House was built. Infact, asymmetry was arequisite of
the Gothic Reviva and Itdianate Villa syles that were popular from the 1840s through the 1860s

With asymmetrica styles eadily a hand, the question is. why did the architect choose an inherently symmetrical style for
abuilding that, for practical reasons, could only be asymmetricd? Current ressarch hes not supplied enough information

(continued)
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to answer that question based upon documented facts. However, it ssamslikey that the reeson was the growing
popularity of the French Second Empire style in Bogton and the desire to have an up-to-date building as the symbal of the
town.

French Sscond Empire Style Town Halls

The North Brookfield Town House gopearsto be one of the very first town or city hdls inthe gate built inthe French
Second Empire style. Massachusetts Historical Commisson MACRIS ligtings of surviving historic town and city hdls,
show those of Bogton, North Brookfield, and Royason to be the only recorded Second Empire style town or city halls
from the 1860s The earliest of theseis Old Bogon City Hall (NR/NHL), desgned by Gridley J. F. Bryant and Arthur D.
Oilman (Illustration # 15A). The Bogton and North Brookfield hals were under construction & the same time: Boston,
1862-1865 and North Brookfield, 1863-1864. According to architectural historian Henry-Russdll Hitchcock, Bogton City
Hall "=t off anation-wide programme of public building in the Sscond Empire mode” This fact would ssem to place
the North Brookfield Town House, because of its date, among the earliest public buildingsto have bean built inthe
Second Empire style in the United States

Too little is known gbout the planning of the North Brookfield Town Houseto tell whether or not Boston City Hall, being
built only fifty miles avay, hed any direct influence on the decison to choosethe French Ssoond Empire style for the new
building. However, the datesof its congruction suggest that it might have. The first plansfor Bogton's City Hall were
drawn in 1860 and construction took place betiween 1862 and 1865. Planning for the North Brookfield building begen in
late | 862 or early 1863. Atthat timefina plans had been medefor Bogon City Hall and the congtruction of its
foundations and lower portions were dreedy underway.

Because the two buildings do not resemble one anather, it is assumed that the only influencethat Boston City Hall might
have had on the North Brookfield Town House was to encourage the adoption here of the new Sscond Empire style and to
Ugges its gppropriateness for a public building. The work of Elbridge Boyden hes nat yet been studied carefully enough
to know when he designed his first building in the Ssoond Empire style or how or why he might have bean influenced to
build the North Brookfield Town House inthis style. When that information is known, it may be possble to undersand
more about the role of the architect inthe choice of thisstyle.

The only other Massachusattstown hall currently listed as having bean built inthe Sscond Empire or Mansard style in the
1860s is the town hall of the smal country town of Royaston, built in 1867. One wonders whether Elbridge Boyden
might have had ahand in its design too, because of its early date and since Roydgton is not far from Athol where he

begen his career.

The three Massachusetts town halls known to have bean built inthe 1860's represant three very different interpretations of
the Second Empire style:

Bosgton City Hall, the only one built in gone like its French modds, followsthe French Classica precedent the most
closdy. Itissymmetrica in itsexterior arangement with an daborately decorated pavilion as its centrd festure and with
a prominent mansard roof The faBadeis pierced with Roman-arched  windows framed with Classical moulded
pilaster/cornice embrasures. The walls are articulated with rugticated sone, Classca pilasters, and engaged columns.
The North Brookfield Town House, as hes bean described, hes amixture of characterigtics of both die Second Empire and

(continued)
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Itaianate gyles. Unlike its French modds it is of wood, dthough it achieves some of the effect of sonethrough the use
of rudtication and corner quoins. It hes no daborate Classicd trim of pilagters or engaged columns.  Its Romantarched
windows are trested with window hoodswith no pilagters, a shorthand version of the Classica trim ssen on Bogton City
Hall. Aboveitsroof cornice are bdusraded sectionstrimming the mansard roof thet recdl the balugtrades that once
endosad the mansards of Bogton City Hall. By comparison to the tower-like centra pavilion of Bogton City Hall, cgpped
with ahigh, convex mansard roof, the asymmetrically placed tower of the North Brookfield Town House is more
picturesque and lessdomineering. Itisan unclassfiable hybrid, sort of Italianate/Victorian, and distinctly not of Sscond
Empire ingpiration.

Royadston Town Hall (lllustration # 15 B), like the North Brookfield Town House, makes no pretense of imitating grand
French Second Empire pdaces Thisrectangular, mansard-roofed building is something of across between a smdl
French villa and an Early American Georgian style court house with acupola a the center of theroof Built of wood, it is
trimmed with wood blocks in imitation of rugtication at the ground floor and with wood quoins defining the corners of the
dim, shalow corner pavilions. The boldly projecting trim; the concave, up-sweeping, faceted roof of the cupola; and the
overdoor on large and imposing scroll brackets a the main entrance give it adigtinct Itdianate flavor.

The French Second Empire Style in the United States

The earliest example of the mansard-roof to gopear in the eestem United States was the roof of the Descon House,
designed by French architect Charles Lemoulnier and built in Boston between 1846 and 1848, In 1847, amansard roof
was added to the 1803 Cabildo in French-influenced New Orleans. However, it was the "New Louvre' (lllustration # 16),
an 1852-1858 addition made by Emperor Nagpoleon |l to the Louvre pelace in Paris, that brought wide popularity to the
French Ssoond Empire style and to the mansard roof in this country. By the late 1850s mansard-roofed buildings inspired
by this style were beginning to be built relatively often in Boston. An 1857 example was the Hotdl Pdham by Arthur D.
Gilman, the first goartment building built in the eestern United States. Y e, it was not until after the end of the Civil War
that the style was widely used.

Many mansard-roofed buildingsbuilt inthe 1860sand early 1870swere hybrid mixtures of Second Empire and Itaianate.
Many hed little dose rdationship in massing, detailing, or materids to French antecedents, were asymmetrica in design,
and today arejust caled "Victorian". But, lack of similarity to actud French examples of the style was not limited to
these cregtive expressons. Even more high style American examples of the Second Empire would never  be confused
with their French models. According to architectural historian Henry-Russdll Hitchcock, "the consderable originality of
the [Second Empire] mode as it was actually employed [in the United States] was largely unconscious and due to the lack
of accurate visua documents, or even a codified body of precedent, to befollowed."

During the late 18680sand 1870senormous and imposing public buildings in the Second Empire style were built in this
country. They included Alfred B. Mullet'sNew York U. S Pog Office and courthouse, 1869-1880; his State, War, ad
Navy Building, Washington, D. C, 1871-1888; and John MacArthur, J.'s, Philaddphia City Hall, begun in 1874.
Although this style quickly fell out of favor for public buildings, the mansard roof was widely popular for buildingsof all
ortswell through the 1890s

Today it isdifficult to redize how unique Bogton City Hall and amdler and less "pure’ examples of the style, like the
North Brookfield Town House or the Roylaston Town Hal would have ssemed when they were new. The style, and
more especidly its mansard roof, took Americaby sorm and is ubiquitous here today.

(continued)
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Attribution of the Design of the North Brookfield Town House to Elbridge Boyden

Reporting on the dedication of the new North Brookfield Town House in 1864, an article published in the Massachuseits
Soy noted: "The architect was Mr. Boyden of Worcester." "Mr. Boyden" was Elbridge Boyden, Worcester's best known
architect of the day. Corroborating Boyden's involverment in the project are Sgned cogt estimatesfor two dternate designs
for the building prepared by Boyden's firm, Elbridge Boyden & Son (Illustration # 13, pege 3). Fansthat accompanied
the cogt edimates have not bean found and North Brookfield annua town reports for the period of construction meke no
reference to architects or buildersfor the building. Nonethdess, the newspgper attribution and cogt etimate documents,
together with the character of the architectura vocabulary used in the building, would ssam to confirm the likelihood that
the building is his.

Elbridge Boyden, Architect

Elbridge Boyden (1810-1898) (portrait. Illustration # 14) was awd|-respected and prolific architect who carried onan
active practice for more than fifty years in Worcester, Massachuseits From 1846 to 1861, he weas the partner of engineer,
Phineas Ball, in the architectural and engineering firm of Boyden & Ball. From about 1861 until 18385 Boyden wasin
partnership with his son, George E. Boyden (1840-1885). Inthe firm, known as Elbridge Boyden & Son, the elder
Boyden is bdieved to have bean the chief designer.  Little is currently known gbout the role of the son in the firm,
dthough he was ligted as "architect” in Worcester directories.

Elbridge Boyden was born in Somerset, Vermont and spent most of his youth in Orange, Franklin County, Massschusetts.
Like many others who raseto become architects in the days before there were forma schools of architecture in the United
States, Boyden first got histraining as an gpprentice carpenter. With little formal schooling during his early years, he
began athree-year gpprenticeship a the age of sxteen with house carpenter Jod Stratton of Athol, Massachusetts. While
learning the trade, he studied Stratton's two Asher Benjamin architectural handbooks and leamed to use his mager's
drawing insruments. After beginning his carear about 1829 as a carpenter-builder in Athol, Boyden cameto Worcester in
1844 to work as acarpenter with masterbuilder/architect, Elias Carter, on the construction of the Worcester Insane
Hospital. Within a short time after settling in Worcester, he began to advertise himsdlf as an architect.

Boyden's arrival in the city was well timed, since his architecturd career there (from about 1846 t0.1898) coincided nestly
with Worcester's mogt expansve period of growth and development resulting from the Industrial Revolution. Fromthe
mid-1840's until about 1866, he was dmogt the only architect practicing in Worcester. During that period he wes
respongible for nearly every important building built in the growing city.

The mogt acclamed of his Worcester buildings is Mechanics Hall (NR) (lllustration # 14), a lecture and concert hall built
on Main Street in 1857. The hdl's nearly flawless acoudics are said to have bean the result of Boyden's early experience
as amedting house builder. In 1972 Denys Peter Myers, Chief Architectural Historian for the Historic American
Buildings Survey, wrotethat Mechanics Hall is "unquestionably the finest hall, as distinct from theeter, remaining in the
United Statesfrom the pre-Civil War decade” Hefurther remarked: "No surviving hals or theaters of earlier decedes in
America ae as grand in scae of superior intheir quality of design, nor can but afew later halls match Mechanics Hall in
acoudtical excdllence.”

As an architect Boyden was progressive in his use of new building materias, including terra cotta, cast-iron, and concrete.
Asearly as ebout 1848 or 1849 he persondly promoted the production of some of the earliest architectura terra cotta

(continued)
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ormament manufactured inthe United States. In 1854 he built an early cast-iron-front commercid block, the Fogter Block,
on Main Stret in Worcester.  1n 1865 he wias respongble for the design of an early example of monoalithic concrete
congtruction, the Merrifield House in Worcedter.

Boyden was working a atime when anumber of architectural styles were popular. Aswas typical of the day, he
designed buildingsin avariety of different styles. Examples of his mid-19th century work include Gregk Reviva, Gothic
Revivd, Romanegue Revival, Itdianate, Bracketed, and French Second Empire. During the latter part of the century he
built in styles such as Victorian Gothic and Queen Anne.

Elbridge Boyden was dected afellow of the Bogon Society of Architects in 1874. In 1887 he became a founding
member of the Worcester Society of Architects. In 1892, when the Worcester Society of Architects became affiliated
with the American Ingtitute of Architects, he was dected presdent of the Worcester chapter of that nationa organization.
He continued to serve as its president until his degth in 1898.

During his long career, Boyden designed building of dl types ~ resdences, schools, churches, town halls and
ocourthouses, commercid buildings, jails, firehouses, theetres, hotds, hospitals, and factories. His buildingswere built in
every New England gate and in New Y ork, New Jarsey, Pennsylvania, Indiana, Illinois, Kansas, Oregon, and Georgia
Hiswork was published in Bicknell's Wooden and Brick Buildings of 1875 and in other publications of the day.

Boyden designed not only the North Brookfield Town House but severd other town hals as well. According to his
obituary, he designed town halls for the Massachusatts towns of Sherborn (1858, Bracketed), Gardner (1859, Romanesgue
Revivd, not extant). Orange (1868, Classicd Revivd, laer dtered by Henry M. Francis), Southborough (1870, Italianate,
in collaboration with Alexander Estey?), Upton (1884,Victorian Gothic), and Sutton (1885, Victorian Gothic,
demoalished). He dso designed hdls and thestres, including Mechanics Hall, mentioned above, and Horticultural Hall
(Itdianate) and the Front Street Theater (Gothic Reviva) in Worcester, both of the 1850sand both now dtered.

The work of Elbridge Boyden isworthy of more investigation. Whet is now known of him indicates that he was very
much intouch with the technology and architectura trends of hisday. Further reseerch would meke it possible to
evduate hiswork inreationto his period and to the work of other architects active during the ssoond half of the 19th
century.

Archaeological Significance

Higtoric Archaeologica resources described above have the potential to provide detailed information on the town's 19*
century economy and the architectura form of its Second Town House (1847). Structurd evidence relaed to the Ste of
the "Old White" or Skerry Store may contribute important details relating to the layout of the store and important facilities
it offered to mambers of the community. Structurd evidence can dso document whether one or two goreswere present a
this location. Detailed andyds of the contents from occupationd rdated features (trash pits, privies, wells) may
contribute important information on the extent North Brookfield participated in the loca and regiona economy and the
movement of goods and produce to and from the town. Thisdatamay contribute important information on the socid,
cultural and economic lives of North Brookfield's inhabitants. Archaeologica testing can aso document the location and

(continued)
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form of structura evidence from the Sscond Town Housethat wes present inthe areaof the existing Town House Little
evidence survives describing the form of that structure, destroyed by fire in 1862. Archaeological evidence may
contribute important architecturd details relating to the building's form, congtruction, and possible relationship to the
present structure.

(end)
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Les, Sandra "Worcester Architects’. A list of Worcester architects drawn from listings in Worcester directories,
compiled for Worcester Heritage Preservation Society, 1977.

(continued)
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Unpublished Works, Manuscripts, and Documents (continued)

Menedy Wes Troy Bell Foundry, receipt. Adams Papers Worcester Historical Museum, Box | (11), Folder |

National Regiger Nomination, Old City Hall, Boston, MA, no date, ca 1969?

White, Frank and Fullam, Ross. Massachusdtts Historical Commission Form B, Wes Brookfield, MA, Form #51, West
Brookfield Town Hall, form dated 1873.

Photographs and Postcards

Collections of North Brookfield Historical Society and Gregory Caille

Electronic Data
"Life Higtory of George M. Cohan", http:/Aww.cohanlandmark.com

(end)

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
The boundaries of the lot of the North Brookfield Town House are those represented by the North Brookfield Town
As=s0or on Mgp # 106 as Lot # 185.

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION
The boundaries of the presant lot are historically those of the North Brookfield Town House

(end)
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PHOTOGRAPHS - North Brookfield Town House

PHOTO# 1

PHOTO # 2

PHOTO #3

PHOTO #4

PHOTO #5

PHOTO#6

North Brookfield Town House
North Brookfield, Worcester County, MA
Photo: January 2001
S Ceccacai
Negative: North Brookfield Historica Commission
View: Eagt and South facades|ooking Northwest from Main Street

North Brookfield Town House
North Brookfield, Worcester County, MA
Photo: January 2001
S Ceccaca
Negative: North Brookfield Historical Commisson
View: South faBade looking North

North Brookfield Town House
North Brookfield, Worcester County, MA
Photo: January 2001
S Ceccaca
Negative: North Brookfield Historica Commission
View: Ead fafade, North Pavilion

North Brookfield Town House
North Brookfield, Worcester County, MA
Photo: January 2001
S.Ceccacci
Negative: North Brookfield Historica Commisson
View: Wes fafadelooking Northeest

North Brookfield Town House
North Brookfield, Worcester County, MA
Photo: August 2000

North Brookfield Historica Commission
Negative: North Brookfield Historica Commission
View: Interior, Main Entry Hall with Grand Staircase

North Brookfield Town House
North Brookfield, Worcester County, MA
Photo: August 2000
North Brookfield Historica Commission
Negative: North Brookfield Historica Commisson

Appro,!
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View: Eagt and South facades seen from Main Street showing building in context of other buildings on
Main and Summer dreets

PHOTO#7  North Brookfield Town House
North Brookfield, Worcester County, MA
Photo:  August 2000
North Brookfield Historical Commisson
Negative: North Brookfield Historical Commisson
View: Interior, 2nd FHoor, Meeting Hall, North end with Sage

PHOTO#8  North Brookfield Town House
North Brookfield, Worcester County, MA
Photo: August 2000
North Brookfield Historical Commission
Negative: North Brookfield Historical Commission
View: Interior, 2nd Floor, Meeting Hall, South end with bacony

PHOTO#9  North Brookfield Town House
North Brookfield, Worcester County, MA
Photo:  August 2000
North Brookfield Historicd Commisson
Negative: North Brookfield Historical Commission
View: Interior, 2nd Foor, Mesting Hall, Eag Wall, Civil War Memorid Plague

PHOTO# 10 North Brookfield Town House
North Brookfield, Worcester County, MA
Photo:  August 2000
North Brookfield Historical Commission
Negative: North Brookfield Historical Commission
View: Interior, 2nd Hoor, Mesting Hall, Wes Wall, Civil War Memoria Plague

PHOTO#9  North Brookfield Town House
North Brookfield, Worcester County, MA
Photo:  August 2000
North Brookfield Historicd Commisson
Negative: North Brookfield Historical Commisson
View: Interior, 2nd Floor, Meeting Hall, East Wall, Civil War Memorid Plague

PHOTO# 10 North Brookfield Town House
North Brookfield, Worcester County, MA
Photo:  August 2000
North Brookfield Historicd Commisson
Negative: North Brookfield Historica Commisson
View: Interior, 2nd FHoor, Meeting Hall, Wex Wall, Civil War Memoria Plague
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PHOTO# 11  North Brookfield Town House
North Brookfield, Worcester County, MA
Photo: January 2001
S Ceccaca
Negative: North Brookfield Historical Commisson
View: Interior, 2nd Floor, Meeting Hall, South end, Detail of bacony and supporting bracket

PHOTO# 12  North Brookfield Town House
North Brookfield, Worcester County, MA
Photo: January 2001
S Ceccacai
Negative: North Brookfield Historical Commisson
View: Interior, 2nd Foor, Mesting Hall, South end. Detail of trestment of wall behind balcony

PHOTO# 13  North Brookfield Town House
North Brookfield, Worcester County, MA
Photo: January 2001
S Ceccaca
Negative: North Brookfield Historical Commisson
View: Interior, 3rd Floor, Stair Hall, Looking West from stairway to attic, doorway to bacony on right,
doorway to smdl room sraight eheed

PHOTO#14 North Brookfield Town House
North Brookfield, Worcester County, MA
Photo: August 2001
North Brookfield Historica Commission
Negative: North Brookfield Historica Commisson
View: Interior, 3rd Floor, Stair Hall, Looking Eagt from smal west room, stairway from 2nd fioor in
middleground, stairway up to attic in digance

PHOTO #15 North Brookfield Town House
North Brookfield, Worcester County, MA
Photo: August 2001
North Brookfield Historical Commisson
Negative: North Brookfield Historica Commisson
View: Interior, Attic, Looking Southwest from centra section, circular grill from Meeting Hall
ventilation opening is on floor, original wood roof trussesand sted reinforcing beam are ssan



NTiforr.'HOa" OMa  Appro,,!No. 1024-001*

United States Department of the Interior
Nationa Park Ser\nce

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet _
North Brookfied Town House

North Brookfield (Worcester), MA
Section numbe Page

PHOTO# 16 North Brookfield Town House
North Brookfield, Worcester County, MA
Photo:  August 2001
North Brookfield Historica Commission
Negative: North Brookfield Historica Commisson
View: Interior, Basement, Northwest corner, segmented vaulted brick room (possibly former Lock-Up)

ILLUSTRATION #1 North Brookfied Town House, Earliest Known Phaotograph, 1870
This view was taken before the Waker building was built on Main Street to the north. Notice the
origina trestment of the roof section and the original light, uniform color of the painted exterior.

ILLUSTRATION #2 North Brookfield Town House, ca. 1880s
Town House is seen in its setting on Main Street (to the right) and Summer Street (to the [eft).
Notice original roof texture, includingfish-scal edates on tower roof axd Sdes of dormer windows. The
origina trestment of the besament section is sean here before digplay windows were opened in the tower
bas=

ILLUSTRATION #3 North Brookfidd Town House (right), View looking Wes from Main Street down Summer

Street, ca. 1880s
The origina trestment of the main entrance and original roof details can be ssen clearly in this

view.

ILLUSTRATION #4 North Brookfield Town Houss, circa 1890s

A change in paint color is san by this date with the picking out of certain decorative dements in
darker paint. Omamentd ribbing on the

roof is painted adarker color dso. Notice the display window now opened a the besament leve
in the bese of the tower.

ILLUSTRATION #5 North Brookfield Town House in its Main Street setting, ca. 1890s

ILLUSTRATION #6 North Brookfidd Town House, Cast Iron Balustrade to the left of the Main Entrance
This 2001 view showsthe embankmeant a the front of the Town House due to the way the land
fallsoff a the corner.

ILLUSTRATION #7 Old North Precinct Megting House, congtruction begun 1749 and completed about 1757
This wes the ste of North Brookfield town meetings and religious sarvices from 1812 through
1823.

ILLUSTRATION #8 North Brookfield Center in the 1880's
The 1823 Meeting House, site of North Brookfield town meetings from 1823 to 1833. isssen on
the right. The Batchdler shoefactory ison the left. Main Street and the town common are inthe
foreground.
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ILLUSTRATION #9 Detail of Map of North Brookfield, 1830 New town center (upper center of magp) with New
Meeting House and Skerry's Store. Origind town center and Old Meeting House to the south.

ILLUSTRATION # 10 Map of North Brookfield Center, Beers Worceter County Atlas, 1870

ILLUSTRATION #11 Main Street in North Brookfied Center, 1880s
Union Church is shown on the left. The 1863 Town House isinthe center right. Toitsleftis
the Batcheller House Hotdl (dso shown
in inset). At the far left isthe former "Old White Store” moved from the site of the Town
House in 1846.

ILLUSTRATION #12 Program from 1933 North Brookfield Town House presentation of " Ah,Wilderness',
starring George M. Cohan, local boy turned Broadway star .

ILLUSTRATION # 13, page 1 Elbridge Boyden & Son cogt estimate for Desgn # 1 propossd by the firm
as designsfor the 1863 North Brookfield Town House

ILLUSTRATION # 13, page 2 Elbridge Boyden & Son cost estimate for Desgn # 1 proposed by the firm
as desgnsfor the 1863 North Brookfiedd Town House

ILLUSTRATION # 13, page 3 Soned lagt pageof Elbridge Boyden & Son cos esimate for Desgns #1 & 2
proposed by thefirm as desgnsfor the 1863 North Brookfield Town House

ILLUSTRATION #14 Photograph of Elbridge Boyden, architect of the North Brookfield Town House, shown
together with exterior and interior views of hisaccaimed Mechanics Hall in Wor cester

ILLUSTRATION #15A Old Bogton City Hall, Gridley J. F. Bryant and Arthur D. Gilman, 1862-1865
This building is an early example of the French Sscond Empire Style used for apublic
building inthe United States. 1t was under congtruction & the time plans were being mede
for the Sscond Empire Style North Brookfield Town House.

ILLUSTRATION 15B  Royalston, Massachusetts, Town Hall, 1867
An early example of a French Sscond Empire public building in Massachustts, this building
combines the form of a Colonia period court house with a mansard roof and dormer windows
in the Second Empire style trested with weighty Italianate detailing.

ILLUSTRATION # 16 The"New Louvre"', Paris

The construction of this building inthe 1850s medethe mansard-roofed Sscond Empire Style
popular. Although some buildings built in American cities imitated the rigid symmetry, the bombast, and lavish ornament
of the New Louvre, many others, including the North Brookfield Town House adopted only some basic dements
characteridtic of the style - the pavilioned treetment of the facades, Classicd style omament, and emphadson the area
abovethe roof cornice by the use of the mansard roof, dormer windows, and the placement of ornamentd featuresin the
roof area



ILLUSTRATION #1 North Brookfidd Tom House Earlies 1 own Phatograph, 1870
\ - "This view wes teken before the Waker building was built on Man Stret to the north. Natice the
origind treetment of the roof section and the origind hgHt, uniform color of the painted exterior.



ILLUSTRATION #2 North Brookfidd Tom Houss drca 1830s
Town Hause issen inits setting on Main Stret (to the right) and Sunmar Stredt (to the left). Notice origind roof texture, induding
fish-scale detes on tower roof and 9des of domea windows Theorigind trestment of the besamat sdtion is san hare before digplay

windonvs were goaned in the tower bese



ILLUSTRATION #3 Narth Brookfidd Toamn House (right). View looking Wes from Main Srest dom Summe Stred, drca 1880s
Theorigind trestment of the main entrance and origind roof detalls can be sean deatly in this view.



ILLUSTRATION #4 North Brookfidd Tomn Houss arca 1890s
A dnange in pant color is san by this dete with the picking out of cartain decorative dematts in darker paint. Omamentd ribbing on the
roof is peinted adarker color dso. Natice the digilay window now goaned at the besamat levd in the bese of the tower.

Qe L,F VAN






ILLUSTRATION #6 North Brookfidd Town Housg Cas Iron Baludrade to the Ieft of the Main Entrance
This 2001lviewv dhows the emberkmat & the front of the Town House due to the way the land
fdls off & the comer.



ILLUSTRATION #7 Old North Precinct Megting House, condruction begun 1749 and completed about 1757
Thiswes the Ste of North Brookfield town medings ad rdigious savices from 1312 through 1823,

THE OLD MEETING HOUSE.
Fr.ime raised 1749. Occupied unti! 1824.



NORTH BROOKFIELD VILLAGE, EAST OF MAIN STREET.

ILLUSTRATION #8 Narth Brookfidd Cente in the 1830s

The 1823 Meding House, Ste of North Brookfidd town medingsfi-om1823 to 1833, is samn onthe right. The Baichdler doefectoryis
on the left. Man Sregt ad the town common are in the foreground.



IbL US¥RALION # S%aidl of MSJ) ofNorth Brobkifidd, 1830 oy town Oater(gl oanter Of Map( with New
Medting House and Skary's Sore. Origind town canter and Old Medting Houee to the south.



Scale: 30Fefl. Uiihe  inch-

ILLUSTRATION #10 Map o North Brookfidd Center, Bears Worceter County Atlas, 1870



ILLUSTRATION #11 Main Stret in North Brookfidd Center, 1830s
Union Church is down on the left. The 1863 Town House isin the canter right. To itsleft is the Batchdler House Hotd (dso own
ininss). At thefar left isthe former "Old White Soré' moved from the Ste of the Town House in 1846.



is perhaps Eugene O'NelH's most unusual
play. America's foremost playwright has,
for the moment, dropped his daring experi-
ments in dramatic technique to write a sim-
ple, poignant comedy of the "turn of the
century" filled with nostalgic charm. George
M. Cohan, makes his first appearance with
the lheatre Guild in the leading role and
a supporting cast which in every way is up

ards set by the
Guild. The play
was directed by
Phillip Moeller and
Robert Edmond
Jones has de-
signed the settings

) and costumes.
Air-',

EUGENE O'NEILL

NANNNNNN

GEORGE M. COHAN

TOWN HALL

NORTH BROOKFIELD

ONE NIGHT ONLY
MONDAY, OCTOBER 29th

ILLUSTRATION #12 Program from 1933 North Brookfidd Toan House presntation of " Ah,Wildemess',
darring George M. Cohan, local boy tumed Broadway dar



ILLUSTRATION #13 page 1 Elbridge Boyden & Son codt etimate for Dedgn # 1 proposd by the firm
as dedgns for the 1863 North Brookfidd Towmn House
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ILLUSTRATION # 13, page 2 Elbridge Boyden & Son oot edimate for Dedgn # 1 praposd by the firm
asdedgns for the 1863 North Brookfidd Town House
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ILLUSTRATION # 13 pege 3 Soned lag page o Elbridge Boyden & Son oodt edimate for Dedgns#1 & 2
proposd by thefirm as desgns for the 1863 North Brookfidd Town House



ELBRIDGE BOYDEN.

The main hall had flawless acoustics before the word was coined.
On its dedication day the Worcester Daily Spy wrote, "It isagreed
on all hands, that the Hall isaperfect success, for thepurpose for
which it wasintended, both for music and for speaking. It has no
echo, and a common voice isdistinctly heard in every part, even to
the remotest comer."

ILLUSTRATION # 14 phatograph of Elbridge Boyden, architect of the Narth Brookfidd Toan Houss, shown
together with exterior and interior views o his acdaimed Methanics Hall in Worcester



ILLUSTRATION #ISA  Old Bogon City Hall, Gridley J. F. Bryant and Arthur D. Gilman, 1862-1866
This building isan early examge of the French Seoond Empire Style used for a pubhc
building in the United States [t was imder condruction & the time plans were bang mece
for the Saoond Emypire Style North Brookfidd Town House

ILLUSTRATION 15B  Royaldon, Massachusdts Town Hall, 1867
An early example of a Franch Ssoond Empire pubhc building in Massachusdatts thisbuilding
comiaines the form of aColonid period court house with amansard roof and domer windows
inthe Ssoond Empire Syle trested with weighty Itdianate detailing.



L.-T.-J. Visconti and H.-M. Lefuel: Paris New Louvre, 1852-7

ILLUSTRATION #16 The"Newn Louvrée', Paris

The condruction of this building m the 1850s mede the mansard-roofed Seoond Empire Syle popular. Although some buildings buih
in Americen dtiesimitated the rigid symmetry, the bombedt, and lavish amamat of the New Lowvre, many athers, induding the North
Brookfidd Town House adopted only some besic damants charadteridic of the syle ~ the pavilioned treetment of the facedes

Classicd gyle omamant, and enpheds on the area above the roof comice by the use of the mansard roof, dormer windows and the
placamat of omameantd features in the roof area
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PLAN # 1

NORTH BROOKFIELD
TOWN HOUSE

(Schamdtic Flan,
Not to Scae)

GROUND FLOOR
(Hypothetical Origina Plan)

GROUND FLOOR
(Current Han)
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PLAN # 2

NORTH BROOKFIELD
TOWN HOUSE

CURRENT PLAN

(Schematic Flan,
Not to Scae)

SECOND FLOOR

TH RD FLOCRAND
BALGONY LEVEL
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PRCPE North Brookfield Town House
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NAME :

STATE & CGOUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Worcester

DATE RECEI VED: 9/13/01 DATE CF PENDI NG LI ST: | O/ 25/ Ol
DATE CF 16TH DAY: 1170970l DATE CF 45TH DAY: | O/ 29/ Ol
DATE CF WEEKLY LI ST:

REFERENCE NUVBER 01001185
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The coordinates originaly provided for the North Brookfield Town Housewere 19 740340 4683500.
The correct location is 310 miles west (width of one UTM zone) of thispoint & 18 740340 4683500
(North American Datum 1927).

Corrected April 2009
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MASSACHUSETTS 01535

CFHCE OF THETOWN CLERK

NOAER 9, 1999
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JAN 252m
MASS HIST. GCOW

Ntate Pouse, Boston 02133-1054

REP. DAVID TUTTLE Committees:
5TH WORCESTER DISTRICT Natural Resources and Agriculture
ROOM 549. STATE HOUSE Public Safety

TEL. (617) 722-2489 Personnel and Administration

FAX (617) 722-2390 Commissions:

Manufactured Housing Commission

DISTRICT OFFICE
LEGISLATIVE AIDE
16 CHURCH STREET « P.O BOX 240 CAROLYN PITZI

BARRE, MA 01005-0240 hua-y 19. 2000 E-Mail
y -Mall:

TEL (978) 355-6793 Rep. DavidTuttle @ house.state.ma.us

Ms. .Tudth McDonough

Director

Massachusatts Historical Commisson
220 Morrisey Boulevard

Boston, MA 02125

Dear Director McDonough:

1 am writing on behdf of the resdents of North Brookfield and the North Brookfield Historical
Commisson in support of the nomination of their Town Hall to the National Register of Historic
Haces through the Massachusetts Historicl Commission.

The North Brookfield Town Hall sarves s a multi-purpose facility while maintaining its true
historic heritage. The building contains community, civic, socid, and public safety offices for the
Town. Numerous community events and meetings ae hoged in the building throughout the yeer.
A visit to the Town Hall provides an opportunity to absorb severd easof locad history all under
one roof. From hometown heroes to the famous Mr. George Cohan, one of Broadway's favorite
0ns, North Brookfield Town Hall hes housed them all. The North Brookfield Town hall hes not
only sarved the community over the years, but is a beautiful focal point in the center of Town. In
light of this information, 1 am respectfully requesting that every possible consderation be given to
the nomination of the North Brookfield Town Hall to the National Register of Historic Places.

| would like to thank you in advance for your time ad careful consderation of this very
important matter. |If you should have ay questions or require ay additional information, pleese
do not hestateto call me in Boston a 722-24809.

Sincerdly,

David Tuttle
Sate Representative



TOWN OFNORTH BROOKFIELD
MASSACHUSETTS 01535

OFFICE OF THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN

Town House, 185 Main Street Mg Q 4 20000
Telephone (508)-867-0200
FAX (508)-867-0249 onf.nM
MASD. 1iiSr. CuMM

January 19, 2000

Ms. Judith McDonough, Director

Massachusetts Historical Commission

220 Morrissey Bouievard

Boston, MA 02125

Dear Ms. McDonough:

The North Brookfield Board of Selectmen strongly supports the efforts of our
local Historical Commission to place the Town Hall on the National Register of

Historic Places.

As you will see by the application, the North Brookfield Town House is an
important part of the town and its history.

We respectfully urge you to give this application your consideration.

Sincerely,

Richard P. Chabot, Chairman

/

Thdfn'as F. Waugh

bhn A. OToole



COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

MASSACHUSETTS SENATE $:)ns

STATE HOUSE, BOSTON 02133-1053
MASS HET. COWI

SENATOR STEPHEN M. BREWER COMMITTEES;

WORCESTER, HAMPDEN, STEERING AND POLICY (CHAIR)
HAMPSHIRE AND FRANKLIN ENERGY (VICE-CHAIR)
DISTRICTS

ROOM 109B

we’rm 6, 2000 PUBLIC SAFETY

LOCAL AFFAIRS
FAX 617-722-1078 ETHICS

TEL. 617-722-1540

Ms. Betsy Friedberg

National Regiger Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission
220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, MA 02125

Dexr Ms. Friedberg:

| am writing to add my continuing support of the Town of North Brookfield Historical
Commisson (Gregory Caille, Co-Chairman, 24 King Street, North Brookfield, MA 01535,
Tdephone (508) 867-7405) and their attemptsto put the Town House on the Nationa Regigter of
Historic Places

It is my underdanding that as a follow up to my previous corregpondence to the
Massachusetts Historical Commission, you responded by requesting additional photogrephs of
the Town House in North Brookfield. The North Brookfield Historicad Commission hes
regponded and they ae requesting your review of the additiona photographs of this superb
building. In reviewing these photographs, it is obvious to me that this proud building hes
much more to give to the resdents of North Brookfield. Therefore, | greatly gppreciate your
careful review of these photogrgphs and correspondence from the North Brookfield Historical
Commission. | would dso gppreciate it if you could contact them directly with any information
and/or decison you may reech relaive to National Regiger status In addition, | would
goprecide it if you could provide me with any information and/or decisons reached in this
regard.

Thank you for your attention to and consideration of this additional information.

Sincerdy,

STEPHEN M. BREWER
State Senaor

Endosures
Cc: Judith McDonough, Executive Director
Michael Maresco, Secreary of State's Office



The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusetts Historical Commission

September 6, 2001

Ms. Carol Shull

National Regiger of Historic Faces
Department of the Interior

Nationa Pak Sarvice

Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400

1849 C Street, NW

Washington, DC 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:
Endosed pleesefind the following nomination form:

North Brookfield Town House North Brookfield (Worcester), MA
The nomination hes bean voted digible by the State Review Board and hes bean signed by the
Sae Historic Presarvation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State
Review Board congderation 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment.

Four letters of support have bean received.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg
National Regiger Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

Endosure

Cc Gregary Callle, North Brookfidd Higtoricad Commisson
S Ceocaod, conauitant
Richard P. Chebat, Chair, Board of Sdedmen
Saatar Sgahen M. Brewe
Reresmidive David Tuttle
North Brookfidd FHanning Board

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachuseits 02125
(617) 727-8470. Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.state maus/sec/mhc
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M assachusetts Historical Commission

October 20, 2011

Mr. J. Paul Loether

Nationa Regiger of Historic Flaces
Department of the Interior

Nationa Pak Service

1201 Eye Strest, NW 8* fioor
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Mr. Loether:

Re Additional Documentation (Technical corrections of UTMS)

In the process of mapping National Regiger nominationsfor our CIS databese, we have
identified errors in UTM coordinates for 23 properties. The errors vary from afew hundred feet
to hundreds of miles, often due to transposition of numbers.

As recommended by Edson Besll, we are enclosing a continuation sheet for each of the

nominations. Fleaselet me know if you nesd more information in order to correct your records.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg
Nationa Regiger Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

Endosures

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, .Massachusetts 02 125
(617)727-8470 » Fax: (617) 727-5i 28
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