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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The original Methodist Church Building was constructed in 1915. Measuring
63' by 78', the structure has a modified Palladian architectural style which
is based upon Greek Classic revival. Of special significance are the structure's
dome, Doric columns, and Palladian windows. The circular entry faces southeast,
and the roof is gabled. Particularly impressive are the stained glass windows
which portray religious scenes and admit into the sanctuary light that is
remarkable for its delicate hues and soft tones. Constructed of buff bricks,
the building is two-storied, containing a balcony in the auditorium.

In 1954 an educational wing was added to the structure. Measuring 27’
by 81', it was attached to the west side of the building and was entered from
the south. The addition does not detract from the architectural integrity of
the building. Somewhat later, protective windows were added to the outside
of the large Palladian windows, the purpose to provide better protection for the
priceless stained glass.

At the time of the addition of the educational wing, the interior of
the original building was significantly altered. The balcony of the sanctuary
was closed off, being turned into classrooms, the pulpit was remodeled, and
the original hardwood floors were covered with carpet. Fortunately, none of
these alterations altered the ediface of the structure, which retains its
original Palladian architectural style.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The First Methodist Church building is primarily significant because
of its unique architectural style, but also because it demonstrates the religious
development and evolution of a major Protestant denomination within the region.
Although Methodist missionaries had worked among the Choctaw Indian residents
of the community, no church was actually organized in Atoka until 1885. The
congregation's first minister was James Young Bryce, and its membership was
composed of some Choctaw Indians but primarily of railroad workers who followed
the Katy to the community. The first resident minister came in 1887, and
it was under his direction that the congregation's initial house of worship
was constructed at the corner of Pennsylvania and Court streets. Situated in
the interior of the Choctaw Nation and beyond the jurisdiction of United
States law, the church was one of those institutions that provided the white
residents of Atoka a sense of community and the link with the "states." With
Oklahoma statehood in 1907, the Methodist church grew rapidly, a fact that
permitted it to construct and move to its present building. This same type
of growth permitted the addition of an educational wing in 1954. The growth
pattern of previous years, however, has not been maintained. Atoka has
suffered a decline in population, a decline reflected in church membership.
Moreover, the tendency of Atoka residents to identify with more evangelical
Protestant groups has also caused a decrease in church roles.

The principal significance of the Methodist Church building is its
architectural style. With a modified Palladian design that might pass for
Greek Revival, it is totally unique to the community, and even to the region.
There is, for example, nothing that compares with its dome, its Doric columns,
or its stained-glass Palladian windows. Fortunately, the building is well
maintained and recognized as a regional landmark.
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