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Bernard's Ferry buildings were located on the southwest bank of the Snake River 
in 1 North, 3 West, Section 35. Many no longer stand although a barn, silo, 
and two outbuildings remain. The barn, of stud construction with shiplap siding, 
is the major surviving structure. It is distinguished by an octagonal shingled 
cupola placed at the intersection of the four gables. The gables all have 
returns and double doored entries. A hooded hay door and loft entry are in the 
west gable, and the south gable has a door to the left as well as a triangular 
window with bowed sides. The north gable is no longer extant. A pair of framed 
diamond windows are in each gable and three similar windows are found on both 
sides of the east and west gables. The barn stands on a stone foundation 
overlooking the Snake River.

The frame silo is octagonal with a flat roof. The two outbuildings are simple 
gabled stone and frame structures.
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Bernard's Ferry is architecturally significant with its good late nineteenth 
century horse barn. The barn is one of the finer stylistic examples of its 
period in Idaho with its octagonal cupola, gable returns,and diamond windows.

The Ferry site is also significant in the history of transportation. For almost 
35 years Bernard's Ferry and roads provided an important supply link between 
the mines of Silver City and the business houses of Nampa and Caldwell. In 
January, 1884, J. C. Bernard began operating the ferry in conjunction with 
completion of his road between Silver City, the primary mining town in the area, 
and Caldwell, the newly established railhead for the recently completed Oregon 
Short Line. The barn and hotel were erected to service the stage and freight 
lines which used the road and ferry. This venture proved prosperous until 1920 
when a bridge was constructed at Walter's Ferry. Bernard died the following 
year, and in 1931 his widow sold the property.

This site also has historical archaeological significance with its narrow time 
frame providing future data base for study of transportation and ranch life 
of the period.
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