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Located at 1532 Emerson Street in Denver, the Adolph J. Zang House is a single 
detached structure rectangular in sh^pe and two and one-half stories in height. 
The main or west facade is built of ciut stone blocks of various sizes laid in 
courses; the other sides consist of I rick laid in courses of stretcher bond. The 
main facade has two bays located on the first level; a single, tri-partite bay on 
the second (along with an oriel on tt.e southwest corner); and a large opening 
flanked by columns in the gable above. The roof is gabled and has several dormers,
There are several chimneys that rise

Richard R. Brettell in his book Historic Denver has described the secondary and
artistic qualities of the Zang House

Its gabled facade elaborately pla 
floor is bilaterally divided by

from the side walls.

ys symmetry against asymmetry. The ground
centered buttress which supports the 

second floor bay window, and a deeply shadowed entrance porch pulls the 
viewer's attention to the right cf the centered buttress. This pull is 
exaggerated on the second floor ty a gnome-like corner tower above the en­ 
trance porch, but the viewer's attention is pulled left again by the gable 
and its mysteriously underscaled and recessed stone porch. The center of 
the house is defined by a beautifully detailed bay window on the second 
floor which reacts intensely with the center of the gable which has its own 
"symmetrical features"—porch, arched window, gargoyles, and an eagle perch­
ed on top. The viewers eye darts
out along the tower and the bay vindow, in an attempt to balance, to compose, 
and to unify the disparate elements.

its
frcm

The interior still retains much of 
inal radiators and is steamheated 
a front-facing living area with wooden 
floors have ornate fireplaces. There
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about the facade, into the recesses and

integrity. The structure utilizes its orig- 
a gas-fueled boiler system. Each floor has 
trim and wooden floors. The first two 

is also a wooden staircase.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Zang House is significant for its association with Adolph J. Zang, an important 
businessman in Denver; for its association with William Lang, one of the area's 
most important late nineteenth century architects; and for its architectural 
features which reflect a style of rowhouse few of which exist in Denver today.

Adolph J. Zang made many contributions to the growth and development of Colorado. 
Though born in Kentucky and educated partly in Europe, he emigrated to Denver in 
1882. With his father, he purchased the Rocky Mountain Brewery, renamed it the 
Zang Brewery, and helped revitalize a foundering business. Adolph Zang eventually 
became president and general manager of the firm and retained these positions even 
after the business was sold to an English syndicate. He remained affiliated with 
the company until 1913 when he retired. After him, the business continued for a 
time, but eventually failed owing to prohibition. In addition to brewing, Zang 
made significant investments in mining, real estate, and banking, and drew a good 
portion of his wealth from those sectors of the economy.

The architect who designed the Zang House was William Lang, a man who remains very 
much a mystery though he designed many important structures in Colorado. Virtually 
nothing is known of his early life except that he was born in Ohio in 1846. He 
must have received some sort of formal architectural training somewhere for he 
arrived in Denver in the mid-188Qs and immediately began designing large stone 
structures, most in the Romanesque style and some of which like the Bailey and 
Orman-Adams houses are now listed in the Register. It was during the midpoint of 
his career here that he designed a small number of stone row houses of which the 
Zang House is the best known, in part for its architectural features and in part 
because it has been featured on a brochure by the Denver Bar Association and has 
been used in the controversy regarding the preservation of Lang's Ghost Building 
(also listed in the Register). It is thought that Lang's business collapsed fol­ 
lowing the Panic of 1893. He then moved to Illinois and died under mysterious 
circumstances in 1897.

From an architectural perspective the Zang House is a fine example of late Victor­ 
ian eclecticism. The structure manifests elements of Chateauesque, Gothic, and 
Richardsonian Romanesque designs, all of which are assembled and interwoven in an 
aesthetically pleasing manner. Many of Lang's buildings have been razed, others 
seriously altered, but this one, the Zang House, retains much of its integrity and 
is one of the finest of late nineteenth townhouses remaining in Denver.
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