
FORM 5 - BUILDING 

MJISSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
80 BOYLSTON STREET 
BOSTOM, MA 02116 

7 A 

Town 

AREA 

Worcester 

DEC 2 6 198* 

FORM WO. 

1324 

Address 8 Wyman Street 

Historic Kame Edward Stone Three-Decker 

Photo (3'x3" or 3"x5-, black and 
»(tn'te) Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. 
Staple to left side of form. 

Sketch Map: Draw mp showing property's location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate all buildings 
between Inventoried property and nearest 
intersection(s). 
Indicate north 

See a t t a c h e d map. 

Use: Present r e s iden t i a l 

Original 

DESCRIPTION 

ca. 1883 

residential 

Date 

Source Iv'orcester House Directorv 

Style ^^-^"-^ s ty le Three-pecker 

Arch i t e c t unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric wood clajboard 

Outbuildings none 

Major Alterations (with dates) none 

Condition excellent 

Moved Date 

Acreage l e s s than 1/4 ac re 

Sett ing Late 19th/earlv 20th centurv 

mul t i - fa ra i ly r e s iden t i a l street 

UTM REFERENCE 19/267300/4681220 

USGS qUADRANGLE W o r c e s t e r N o r t h 

SCALE 1 : 2 5 , 0 0 0 

?f eit f e r Recorded by 

Organization "^^rcester Heritage Pres. Soc. 

Date ^^^-'^^ry 1978 

Revisea for IZIC by iiichael Steinitz - 12/ci 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRHERIA STATEMENT (if appl icable) 
The Edward Stone Three-Decker possesses i n t e g r i t y of location, design, s e t t i n g , materials, 
workmansiiip, feeling and association. I t i s s i g n i f i c a n t as a representative example of 
the ea r l i e s t phase of three-decker aevelopment i n the Main South area, which i n the las t 
decade of the 19th century was growing both as an area with expanding i n d u s t r i a l 
employment opportunities, and as a streetcar suburb for the central c i t y . The Stone house 
i s also a remarkably well-preserved, and unusually detailed house, one of a handful of 
fine local examples of Stick style iesign i n three-decker construction. The Stcne 
Three-Jecker thus meets c r i t e r i a A and C of the National Re-jister of Hi s t o r i c Places on 
the local l e v e l . 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the community. « 

Architecturally, 8 Wyman Street i s an unusually well-praserved and well-detailed house, 
one of a fe'.v outstanding examples of Stick styl e three-decker design inthe c i t y . The house, 
has the characteristic three-bay, side-hall plan. I t i s however unusual f o r i t s cross-
gable roof, i n which the gables contain decorative, embellished king's post trusses, 
vergeboards, and s c r o l l corner brackets. The wide eaves also shelter regularly spaced 
decorative brackets. The gables also contain arched windows with label molding. The 
outstanding feature of the house i s i t s extremely f i n e , elaborately detailed porch, which 
exter.ds across the f i r s t f l oor of the main facade. Chamfered posts, curved decorative 
support brackets, and geometrically patterned balustrade and frieze combine i n an unusual 
array of Stick d e t a i l . V/indow openings contain 2/2 sash; the main entry retains i t s 
panelled, double-leaf door. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development cf the community. 

..• B u i l t i n 1S8S, the Stone Three-Decker was one of the more ornate multi-family residences 
b u i l t i n the I'iain South area to be owned and occupied by s k i l l e d employees of nearby 
manufacturing plants, and by the growing number of white-collar workers employed i n 
downtown businesses. By 1890 e l e c t r i c streetcar service along Main Street made the 
neighborhood a p a r t i c u l a r l y accessible r e s i d e n t i a l location for many of the l a t t e r . ^-
The house at 8 Wyman Street was owned and occupied from 1888 through 1930 by Edward L. 
Stone, a machinist. The ea r l i e s t known tenants (1886; included Asaph. Newcomb, a 
carpenter; and James Dawson, a salesman. Tenants i n the 1890s included George Ward, a 
machinist, and L.C. Estabrook, a clerk. In 1900 residents included Herbert Searle, a 
superintendent; and Almon Fischer, a salesman. Lewis Scamell, a salesman, resided on the 
t h i r d floor from 1908 through 1930. 
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