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Address 8 Wnan Street

Historic Kane Edward Stone Three- Decker

Use: Present residential

Qi ginal residenti al
CESH PTTAON
ca. 1883

Source |v'orcester House Directorv
Style MM~ style Three-pecker
Architect unknown

Exterior Wl Fabric wood cl aj board

Qut bui I di ngs none

My or Alterations (wth dates) none

Condition excellent

Nbved Cat e

Acreage less than 1/4 acre

Setting Late 19th/earlv 20th centurv
multi-faraily residential street

Recor ded by o eitfer
Organi zation ""rcester Heritage Pres.

Date "A-'AMry 1978
Revi sea for 12C by iiichael Steinitz -
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NITOW. REG STER GRER A STATBNENT (i f appl i cabl e)

The Edward Stone Three-Decker possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials,
workmansiiip, feeling andassociation. |t is significant as a representative exanpleof
the earliest phase of three-decker aevelopnment in the Main South area, which in the I|ast
decade of the 19th century was growing both as anarea with expanding industrial

enpl oynent opportunities, andas a streetcar suburb for the central city. The Stone house
is also aremarkably well-preserved, andunusually detailed house, oneof a handful of
fine local exanples of Stick style iesign in three-decker construction. The Stcne
Three-Jecker thus neets criteria AandC of the National Re-jister of Historic Places on
the local level.

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of
other buildings within the community. «

Architecturally, 8 Wnan Street is an unusually well-praserved andwell-detailed house,
one of a fé.v outstanding exanples of Stick style three-decker design inthe city. The house,
has the characteristic three-bay, side-hall plan. It is however unusual for itscross-
gable roof, i n which the gables contain decorative, embellished king's post trusses,
vergeboards, andscroll corner brackets. Thew de eaves also shelter regularly spaced
decorative brackets. The gables also contain arched w ndows with |abel molding. The
outstanding feature of the house is itsextremely fine, elaborately detailed porch, which
exter.ds across the first floor of the main facade. Chanfered posts, curved decorative
support brackets, andgeometrically patterned balustrade andfrieze conbine in an unusual
array of Stick detail. Vindow openings contain 2/2 sash; the main entry retainsits
panel | ed, double-Ieaf door.

HSITRCGL SAGNHCANE Explain the role oaners played in |ocal or state history ad howthe
building relates to the devel opnent cf the conmunity.

L Built in 18S, the Stone Three-Decker was one of the nore ornate multi-family residences
built inthe I'iain South area t obe owned and occupied by skilled enployees of nearby
manufacturing plants, and by the growing nunber of white-collar workers enployed in
downt own businesses. By 1890 electric streetcar service along Main Street made the
nei ghborhood a particularly accessible residential location for many of the latter. -
The house at 8 Wnan Street was owned andoccupied from 1838 through 1930 by Edward L.
Stone, a machinist. Theearliest known tenants (1886; included Asaph. Newconb, a
carpenter; andJanes Dawson, a salesman. Tenants in the 1890s included CGeorge Ward, a
machinist, andL.C Estabrook, aclerk. 1 n1900 residents included Herbert Searle, a
superintendent; andA non Fischer, a salesman. Lewis Scamell, a salesnman, resided on the
third floor from 1908through 1930.

B Bl A3y and/ or REFERENES

Worcester Directory, Wrcester House Directorv, 18383, 1890, 1896, 1900, 1920, 1928.
L.J. Richards, Atlas of the Citv of Worcester, 1396, 1911, 1922.
« J. Callahan et al., Worcester Three-Decker Survey, 1981.
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