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The Neo-Classical Revival style of architecture was employed
in the construction of the former First National Bank in Gary,
South Dakota. The one story building was made of cut limestone.
Two pilasters with Doric capitals decorate the front (east) facade
of the flat-roofed structure. Quoins run the full heighth of the
pilasters. Modillions appear beneath the cornice and balusters
above it. Radiating voussoirs stretch across the remodeled
front entrance and transom. The building remains in fair con-
dition. '
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The former First National Bank of Gary, constructed in 1917, reflects the
Neo-Classic Revival style with two engaged Doric columns, modillions, and a bal-
astraded attic. A rusticated 1imestone facing covers most of the front (east)
facades wall while the top portion has smooth faced masonry units. The remaining
walls of the structure are brick, and the north and south facades are flush against
adjoining buildings.

While the central portion of this one story structure has been altered it
has been done superficially by the use of white paint and the original detail
still remains. This part of the building is indented with radiating voussoirs
and a bracketed entablature. The painted portion consists of top and side 1lights
while the remainder has retained its period appearance.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The former First National Bank is the only Neo-Classical
Revival style commercial building in Gary. In addition to its
singular quality, the structure is also a good example of South
Dak?ta's work with the Neo-Classical Revival on a very small
scale.

The building served as a bank from its construction in 1917
until the Bepression, when the bank doors closed. Since that
time, it has housed a meat Tocker, which has changed hands but
not location, three times. The First National Bank sign remains
chiseled in place and no outward signs of the building's current
occupants are visible on the exterior.

In small South Dakota towns it is gratifying and unusual to
find such an obvious though modest example of an important arch-
itectural style of the past. In a town of this size the loss of
such a building would be long and deeply felt.
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