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The Samuel Doak House, located in the Greeneville suburb of Tusculum
College, was built by Doak in 1818. It is reminiscent of colonial
influence on the early and late Georgian styles in architecture. The
two-story construction features paired end wall chimneys and Flemish
bond pattern brick bearing walls with brick dentils and corbeled
eaves. Built on limestone foundation walls, the two-story plan
features a gable roof and two front entrances. The original wood
shingle roof was replaced with tin around 1900. About ten years ago
a heavy asphalt mixture containing slate chips was blown on over the
tin in a pattern to resemble the original roof. The tin roof over
the ell remains unchanged.

The main entrance is highlighted by a five-light transom, late
Georgian stone lintel, and six-panel colonial style door. A one-
story room on the right end elevation has a shed roof and a front
entrance, and houses the kitchen. The room forms an ell at the rear,
| where the shed roof joins a gable roof.

The fenestration is distinguished by the regularity of window
placement throughout. The six second floor windows and four first
floor windows on the front have late Georgian stone lintels and six
over nine light double hung sash type windows with wood frames.

Brick header.courses.form the lintel section for the equal number of
windows on the rear elevation. There are no windows on the end walls
except for ar-small attic window:: ‘

The original interior woodwork is intact, with nice detail on the
mantels, chair rails, and trim. In the kitchen may still be seen the
original crane in the fireplace, which is large enough for a person
to walk in.

To the front of the house are two partially restored and partially
reconstructed buildings that relate to Tusculum College, the campus
of which adjoins the Doak House. The two-room frame Tusculum Academy
was built around 1835 and served as classrooms for the academy until
a new brick building was erected in 1841. The Doak Springhouse, a
frame structure erected on large blocks of limestone over a spring,
furnished water for the Doak family and Tusculum Academy and College

for many years. Both buildings have undergone extensive reconstructioh.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Samuel Doak house is an extremely important building in the
historic Greeneville vicinity. It possesses architectural signifi-
cance as an excellent example of the more pretentious homes built
in the early years of settlement in East Tennessee, greatly
influenced by the Georgian style of architecture.

It is perhaps more significant, however, because of the importance
of its builders, Samuel Doak and his son, Samuel W. Doak, pioneer
educators of East Tennessee. Samuel Doak, often referred to as the
"Apostle of learning and religion in the West,” was a native of
Virginia who prepared for the ministry by studying under various
ministers and at Hampden-Sydney College. Feeling the urgent need
for ministers on the frontier, he moved. around 1780 to Salem on .
Little Limestone Creek in what is now known as Washington County,
Tennessee. He constructed three cabins. .- a home,. a church, and a
school. The school was chartered in 1784 as Martin's Academy and
in 1795 it became Washington College. Doak's early thurch services
were often interrupted by attacks of hostile Cherokee Indians.

Doak taught and preached at Salem for 35 years. In 1818, he turned
over the presidency of Washington College to his oldest son, and
moved with his second son, Samuel W. Doak, fifteen miles farther
west to found Tusculum Academy, another pioneer academy in a log
cabin. Samuel W. Doak, his son and co-founder of Tusculum Academy,
was born at Salem on March 24, 1785, and followed in his father's
footsteps as a minister and educator. Having been licensed by the
Abingdon Presbytery in 1807, he was from 1809 to 1813 connected with
the Presbytery of Philadelphia. He later returned to Tennessee to
preach and to work with his father in the establishment of Tusculum
Academy. His connection with Tusculum Academy and College was to
be a long one, lasting until his death in 1864. The success of the
institution during that long period was due primarily to his efforts.

Both Doaks lived at the Doak House until their deaths. The house
remained in the possession of the Doak family until May 1974, when
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8. Significance (Continued)

Carlos R. Cordova, great-great-great grandson of Samuel W. Doak, trans-
ferred title of the property to Tusculum College, which in turn leased
the property to the Greene County Heritage Trust for twenty-five years
at one dollar per year for restoration and development. The Trust has
contracted for studies to be made to determine how the building can
best be used for museum purposes and meeting rooms for the benefit of
the community. Members of the Doak family have promised to donate to
the museum a vast collection of items pertaining to the family. Many
other items relating to the history of Greene County have also been
promised to the Heritage Trust when the museum is completed.

Prospects are bright that the Doak House, long important as the house
of prominent educators and ministers, will continue to play an important
role in the community, as plans for its development as a museum of the
history of the area are fulfilled.
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