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CONDITION

(Check One) 

Excellent D Good ffi Fair D Deteriorated D Ruins D Unexposed

(Check One)

Altered D Unaltered /

(Check One) 

Moved XH Original Site

DESCRIBE VHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL fIf*noi^PHYSICA/APPEARANCE '

The Pickwick Mm was built in 18£U or local quarried limestone fitted toge­ 
ther with lime and sand masonry. The building was "originally a 6-story struc! 
ture with_a_peaked roof. In l£02_a cyclone took pffwieroof and top storage 
rooo-ind a flajblplank roof was added. The wooden portions of tHe mill were 
cut and fitted so precisely that nails were not needed, the weight being suf 
ficient to hold the structure together.
Presently the mill is in good condition with only a few separations in the 
walls, and these not serious. The roof has been covered with asphalt roofing 
over the original plank. The deeply inset, 12 pane windows are in fair condi 
tion; some are uneven bulle-eye glass and others have been replaced with mo­ 
dern glass.
The interior of the mill is sound, with no appreciable sag in the floors. The 
frame timbers appear solid with no noticeable deterioration. Broad stairways 
connect the floors.
Originally there were 2 turbines located on a race by the stream. One of the 
has been taken out. At the present time, in its altered form, there are ham­ 
mer and MI attrition (steel burr) mills that are used for the preparation of 
stock feed.
Most of the macJiiEfcry that was used for the manufacture of flour is still 
present, and for the most part, intact. The drive system, consisting of both 
ch"aTns and belts, connects the machinery with overhead power shafts.

The mill and dam are in good condition and the turbine is being regularly 
used*
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE >^

The Pickwick Mill is ojne of the oldest existing water-power grist mills in 
the__j^iitheast part of Minnesota. The mill produced flour in large quantities 
in the early days of Vinona County, using French stone burrs and possibly the 
Evans type of purifying machinery. It served as an,important economic unit 
in the community and created a good market for the local farmers who depended 
on wheat as their main cashyincome.

The mill was opened in l85a, by Thomas Grant, as a combination saw and grist 
mill. In 1856 the mill was converted to flour. During the Civil War the mill 
operated night and day to produce~a""capacity of 100 barrels a day for the 
Union Army. Pickwick became the flour center for a wide area including sou­ 
thern Minnesota and parts of Iowa and Wisconsin.

In the Jaie_12th._ century the mill shifted from the older stone burr method 
to^^he-moxe^ffj-cient roller mill operation. It continued as a roller mill 
through..World War I, then converted to feed milling, maiding stock feed for
tfie local farmers and for firms in Winona. /V- —
This mill is significant as one of the oldest intact mills in the area. It 
is located in a very picturesque setting, is only a few miles from a major 
U.S. highway, and is a typical example of 19th century permanent architectur 
It is one of the best known landmarks in the Winona area.
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