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Main Street in Stratford, Connectlcut is a wide, tree-lined street
along which are many large old homes and churches. A small modern
shopping area to the north of these old buildings does not contribute
to the nineteenth century atmosphere, but it dees not detract from it.

About a block south of this shopping area on the west side of
Main Street is the Sterling Homestead. Set back from the street about
seventy feet it i1s difficult to see all of the facade due to the many
trees and bushes surrounding it. However, it is an interesting house
for it appears to be late Georgian in style but has a number of Federal

- .style features.

It is a two and a half story, five bay, clapboard house, decorated
with quoins. The doorway is pedimented and has both pilasters and side
windows flanking a wide, eight-sashed door. All of these features
plus a Palladian window in the second story, above the door, are Late
Georgian characteristics. The facade in its entirety, however, gives
a very sturdy, slightly severe appearance. This solidity, typical of .

the Federal style has been achieved by a cross gable above the Palladian
window and doorway. A fan light placed in the gable is a Federal style
- detail and a dentil cornice adds further decorationm.

All these characteristics as well as the dates 1779 and 1790 carved
on attic beams suggest that the house may originally have been built
in 1779, and have been remodelled in 1790. If this is not the case,
and the house, as it appears today, was built in 1779, it would be among
the earliest Federal style homes in the state. However, it seems likely,
based on research, that the house was built in 1790, for Abijah McEwen

-was supposed to have built the house in that year.

N.B. Restoration of the Sterling Homestead was done in the 1930's by
Chouteau Brown. Columns, porches and modern fireplaces were removed
and the house was furnished with a variety of antiques dating back -
‘to the seventeenth: century. :
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The Sterling Homestead, noted both for its architecture and its
historical significance, was built on land ceded to the Congregational
Church in 1722 for the purpose of building a parsonage for Reverend
Hezekiah Gold. The parsonage lot was situated north of another lot
originally granted to John Beers in 1676 as a house lot. This Beers
lot was then sold numerous times after 1700, until, eventually, both
it and the parsonage lot were the property of Abraham Tomlinson in the
mid-eighteenth century.

In 1790 Abijah McEwen bought some portion of Tomlinson's property
and that same year he is said to have built the house now known as the
Sterling homestead. The name of the house was changed because Captain
John W. Sterling bought the land upon which the house is situated,
sometime in the mid- to late nineteenth century.

Captain Sterling was both a prominent figure in Stratford as well
as along the eastern seaboard, for he played a major role in United
States trade with the Far East in the early nineteenth century. He
was commander of the 800 ton sailing vessel, Splendid, in 1823, the
largest ship built at that time, and sailed as far as Canton, China.
Many of his books and memorabilia remain at the Sterling Homestead;
all documents of maritime interest have been microfilmed at the library
in Mystic, Connecticut.

Not only did the Sterling Homestead belong to a well-known sea
captain, but it is also an interesting architectural structure. The
Late Georgian and Federal details on the facade make it difficult to
date, but, combined, they form a facade, exemplary of the transition
from one style to the next. Above all, the Sterling Homestead is per-
fectly suited to a streetscape of gracious old homes.
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